
The president today publicly pro-

claimed he will send a communica-
tion to congress regarding "grave
matters of national policy, which
should be taken immediately under
consideration."

War today seemed just ahead.
Congress will be asked to consider

aggressive steps to be taken toward
the imperial German government
With a state of war admittedly exist-
ing as a result of attacks on
American merchant ships, a declara-
tion of war may result as the first
action taken by congress.

If the president does not ask a
declaration of war, congress may de-

mand one.
In any event, steps will be taken

to put the American army and navy
on a war footing. This footing will
be of such proportions as those
branches of the national defense
have never before, in the history of
this country, assumed.

Possibility of averting open hostil-
ities with Germany appear to have
been killed.

The president's decision' was
based on a tremendous appeal from
the country for revenge for Ger-

many's killing ofv American citizens
and destruction of American prop-

erty.
The proclamation reads:
"Whereas, Public interests require

that the congress of the United
States should be convened in extra
session at 12 o'clock noon on the 2d
day of April, 1917, to receive a com-

munication concerning grave mat-
ters of national policy which should
be taken immediately under consid-
eration;

"Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wil-
son, president of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim and
declare that tCa extraordinary occa-
sion requiring the congress of the
United States to convene in extra
session at the capitol in the city of
Washington, on the 2d day of April,
1917, at 12 o'clock noon, of which all

ons who shall at that time be.n-- .

titled to act as members thereof are
hereby required to take notice."

Holding out against arguments for'
positive warlike action until the last,
the president was loath to take a
course which he believed might be
construed as "forcing the issue."

Appeals were made to him by his gg
cabinet and through hundreds of tel- -
egrams from people of tie country
that aggressive action was demand-
ed immediately, "not only for the
sake of America's conscience, but for
the sake of the peace of the world."

It became known today that in the
past few weeks many telegrams and
much of the advice that have gone
to the White House have counselled
open war and have been frank in. '

declarations that-- a high note of pa-

triotism must be sounded ;

thfey have declared this to be no time
for "waiting to hear from the coun-
try."

This, in effect, is what the. presi-
dent has been told by his closest and
most trusted advisers and counsel-
lors; in effect, it was what was told
to President Wilson at the cabinet
meeting.

It was in the face of such over-
whelming sentiment that the presi-
dent today decided not to await even
the fourteen more days until April r
16, the date he had set in a former
proclamation for an extraordinary
session.

Wilson's action of today is inter-
preted by some of his cabinet as
meaning the president at last has lost
the last vestige of patience and hope
that the war chasm might ultimately
be bridged.

Surface impressions of high offi- -
cials today were that President Wil- - W
son and Sec'y of War Baker shortly
may confer with war college heads
and Senator Chamberlain regarding
the best form of universal service to
urge before congress. '

There will be powerful congres-
sional pressure brought to bear for
adopting at once such, a land defense
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