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CONGRATULATE RUSSIA!' In
the midst of the profound joy we
have in the freeing of Russia do not
miss 'the fact that our government
has a duty to perform to the new de-

mocracy.
At the earliest possible moment it

should recognfze and congratulate
whatever government the Russian
people set up.

About this there should be no un-
certain sound.

We have a direct interest in the
spread of democracy. Every new de-

mocracy on earth is the child of de-

mocracy in the United States.
We have the greatest possible in-

terest in the spread of democracy in
Russia. ' The Russian people are old
friends and admirers of ours. Their
accession to the control of their own-affair- s

means not only the triumph
of the ideas we stand for, but it
means much for our own' safety.

Strangely enough, we have, not al-

ways made about the launching of
new democracies the kind of a record
likely to fill the patriot's heart with
gladness.

We were one of the last of all the
nations to recognize the republic of
Brazil after the expulsion of the em-
peror. .

We were one of the last of all na-

tions to recognize the republic of
Portugal.

We were one or the last or all na-

tions to recognize the republic of
China, althougn there was in this
case a particular reason why we
snould have been the nrst.

Let us make no more blunders of
this kind.

Recognizfe Russia and do it before
anybody else.

More thati we think, the world
turns to us for a keynote.. If we
pleased we could exert upon its
affairs more influence than any na-
tion. There never was a better time
to exert it.

We are glad that autocracy was
overthrown in Russia of course we
are! We are glad that the great
Russian people have cast from them
a form of government utterly unsult-e-d

this age and to modern civiliza-
tion of course we are! We are glad
to see the kingdoms fewer by. one
of course we are!

We needn't be ashamed of being
glad; we needn't hide the fact of our
gladness

Let the Russian democrats know
that we are with them. Let them
know it just the first minute there is
any government at Petrograd to ad-

dress.
That's the Americanism of it Let's

be American!
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SHORT ONES
The Russians have taken Van, but

Von is yet to fall.
Some autocrats are tumbling, but

we haven't heard yet from Old King
Coal.

One thing about it these throne,
less monarchs will all feel at home
in Germany.

Last month on the high seas it was
"hands up," but this month it is
"thumbs down."

You can go around the world now
without treading on the dominions of
a king.
k "Is my crown on straight?" said
CouBin George to Cousin Wilhelm,.
seeing that Cousin Nick's had blows,
off.


