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MITCHELL DISPLEASED WITH
WORK OF CUBS ON TRIP

By Mark Shields
Crossing the hot sands toward

baseball's mecca, Mariager Fred
Mitchell is verbally singeing some of
his noble athletes and commenting in
no complimentary terms on the way
they play the game. Too many
thoughtless plays have been made
on the coast to put the pilot's mind at
ease and he realizes the magnitude
of the task ahead in hammering
teamwork into the players.

Mitch is not pleased with Califor-
nia as a training camp, declaring the
weather has been too chilly for the
men to round to form without fear
of injuries. To this drawback must
be added a top-hea- card of exhibi-
tion games that did considerably
more harm than good to the 'play-
ers and also failed to line the cash
box.

It is probable that in 1918, if
Mitchell remains as manager, he will
demand a say in the training plans,
and the directors of the club, if they
are alive to their best interests, will

Jet Mitchell have the final word,
thinking more of the ultimate condi-
tion of the team than of the adver-
tising value of a hippodrome per-

formance.
Were the league season to start to-

morrow the Cubs would be in the
worst possible way. Probably no
other club in either circuit is as poor-
ly conditioned, and certainly no oth-
er team laments the same number of
injuries to Star men. This despite the
fact that the locals have been at their
training stunts longer than any other
club in the majors.

Numerous bone plays were pulled
on the coast. This was largely due
to the fact that Mitchell was using a
makeshift line-u- p of recruits, his
regular alignment having been shot
full of holes by injuries due to the

too strenuous exhibition schedule.
Nothing else could be expected
where there were not enough vet-

erans to balance the combination.
Mann is again ready for duty and

the outfield will again resemble a
regular affair, with Les, Wolter, Wil-

liams and Flack taking their exer--
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three seem to have the manager's
eye for the regular positions.

But the. infield is still in dire straits.
Doyle should have a few more days'
rest, but with Yerkes out, Deal ill
and Wortman still limping, Larry is
needed to complete the required nine
men. Deal wasn't lifted at San Fran-
cisco because he played bad ball He
was sick. In all his experience the
new third baseman has been classed
as a smart ballplayer.

Today the Cubs, after an enervat-
ing train ride of more than 24 hours,
display in Miami, Ariz., where the
temperature hovers around 100.
They make a night train jump and
repeat in another tank town tomor-
row under the same conditions. Hot
weather is needed, but to jump from
a cool climate into" a furnace and set
right out on a hard grind is only an-

other example ofAhe arrangement of
the present Cub training trip.

Joe Jackson is out of the White
Sox line-u- p, but his absence is mere-
ly temporary. The Hose stay long
enough in one place to allow the gen-
eral to convalesce under favorable
conditions. He has a spike wound
on his ankle, but should be back on
the job within three or four days. Ed-
die Cicotte is the only other ailing
member and Eddie's trouble is a
stomachache.

Everything has gone so well wjth
the Sox on this training trip, the men ft

tion and minor a.ches, that the war
correspondents have been hard hit
for bear stories. It is hard to say
day after day that the club is in mar-
velous condition. When


