
WOMEN IN SILKS FAVOR TEN-HOU- R

POORER CLASSES HAD NO SAY
Woman after woman appeared be-

fore the legislative in
the LaSalle hotel yesterday afternoon

. and protested against the passage of
the A. J. Carter bill which limits a
woman's work day to eight hours.

They were a strange lot, these
women who insisted they would
rather work ten hours a day than
eight, who insisted that a woman's
health would not be benefited by the
shorter day and 'that she would be
much less. happy.

There was Mrs. Minnie Danaher,
floor clerk for the LaSalle hotel; Miss
O'Reilly, assistant housekeeper of
the Congress hotel; Miss McKay,
housekeeper of the LaSalle hotel
ever since it was started, and a
varied collection o f other women
bosses and foreladies. They came
dressed in silks; some of them ad-
mitted that their salary was $200 a
month and insisted loudly that they
were working girls, "laboring wom-
en" they mostly called themselves.

When Reps. Gallagher and Tuttle
of the committee protested to Chair-
man Pace against the kind of wit-
nesses who were being run in as
working girls, then Bernice Krupper,
LaSalle hotel pantry girl; Miss Long,
Rockford factory worker; Miss
Brown, braider of the
Belden Mfg. Co., and Misses Martin,
Jennings and Nichols, Great North-
ern hotel restaurant waitresses, were
sent in to testify that they had fine,
easy jobs, good pay $6 a week--an-

np better treatment than they could
get anywhere else ori earth and that
they would prefer working more
than eight hours a day. All of the
witnesses were picked for their
husky health to make a good im-
pression oh the committee, perhaps.

Rep. Gallagher Patrick W. Gal-
lagher of Canton, looked over the
witnesses and shook his .head.

"Bring us in some 'girls from
Sears-Roebu- & Co.," he said.

DAY

"You're showing us well-pai- d, well-treat- ed

workers in swell hotels. Let's
hear what some of the waitresses in
the quick-lunc-h restaurants have to
say? How about a few basement
clerks from State street? Haven't
you got any girls in Chicago who
work in factories? Why aren't they
here?"

But the quick-lunc-h counter work-
ers and factory girls were not forth-
coming from whoever had arranged
the program of witnesses.

The had only one
day to sit, and Rep. Carter had a hard
time squeezing in, late in the day, a
few witnesses in favor of the eight-ho- ur

law.
Carter's witnesses, women who

worked ten hours a day and got no
$200 per salaries, were all for the
eight-ho- day strong. They told
of instances where the health of
young women was broken down and
they became nervous wrecks, unfit
for work of motherhood.

Therewere a few boomerangs
among the carefully-chose- n "reg-
ular" .witnesses. Mrs. Fairbanks,
head of Chicago Lying-i- n hospital,
told the committee that an eight-ho- ur

law was "a very necessary
thing," that it would mean better
health for the women it affected.
"The nervous strain of a long work-
ing day is highly injurious o a wom-
an," she said.

E. J. Barklow, sec'y of the
Co., calendar makers

of Joliet, ni., spoke against an eight-ho- ur

day, but in favor of a
week. He thought it would be bet-
ter for employes to work a little long-
er five days a week that they might
have a half day on Saturday. He re-
minded the committee that a ten--ho- ur

day in Chicago might mean
twelve hours or more by the time the
car rides between home and work
were included.

The uselessness and mockery o


