
FOOD CONTROLLER FIRST NECESSITY OF WAR'
IS OPINION GROWING IN CONGRESS

BY GILSON GARDNER
Washington, April 7. That a food

controller Is the first necessity of the
war is the opinion growing in con-
gress, and that Herbert Hoover, late-
ly of the Belgian relief commission,
is the man for the job is the opinion
at the White House

The food problem is as urgent as
it is serious. Widespread suffering
followed by food riots are almost in-

evitable if steps are not taken at once
to conserve the supplies and regulate
prices.

Sec'y of Agriculture Houston call-
ed attention to the shortage of wheat
and Irish potatoes as long ago as on
March 7: Since then all news as to
other crops has been bad. The latest
as to wheat is the worst. W. B.
Snow, the crop expert, estimates the
winter wheat yield at 71.1 per cent.
This is worse than the worst crop
ever recorded, when in 1904 the
figure was 76.5. This record has
never since1 been approximated.

Even so conservative a publication
as the National City Bank's monthly
bulletin, uses the following alarming
language:

"The closing months of the crop
year finds this country with a small-
er stock of all kinds of food than at
any time in many years, and, when
the world situation is considered, the
outlook becomes such as to demand
the most serious attention of jour
people. We havet referred to this'
subject in each issue of this publica-
tion in recent months, but as time
passes the importance of arousing a
nation-wid- e interest becomes more
evident

"The government report of grain
stocks on March 1 shows that at best
there will be no carry-ov- er wheat.
There is not enough in the country
to allow of exports to July 1 equaling
those of the corresponding period
last year, without trenching upon the
home requirements for bread and

seed. How much is now owned for
export is unknown, but stocks are
unusually light in all European coun-
tries, and, on account of the scarcity
of shipping, ocean charges are much
less from America than from Aus-
tralia or India, which are the only
other countries which can supply
much wheat between now and July.
Argentina has now put an embargo
upon exports of wheat and flour.
Latest reports from Russia are that
there is no accumulation of wheat at
the seaports, and that owing to in-

adequate storage facilities in the in-

terior much of the surplus production
of that country has been wasted.

"All the grains are selling in our
primary markets at higher prices for
cash than for the May delivery, in-

dicating that the supply scarcely
meets the current demand. Millers
are paying $2 per bushel for wheat
at Kansas City, corn has sold as high
as $1.19 per bushel in the same mar-
ket, and' oats are bringing several
cents above the Chicago price at rail-
way stations in Central Illinois for
shipment to the south.

"Cattle, hogs and sheep have ad-
vanced during the past month to
new high records, selling in Chicago
market up to and above $15 per 100
pounds, live weight. On the 21st
inst. the top price on hogs in Buffalo
was $16, in Chicago $15.30, Indian-
apolis $15.40, St. Louis $15.40, Kan-
sas City $15. A pig weighing 165
pounds brings about $25, against
about $16 at the average price
throughout 1916. The total receipts
of hogs at eleven principal markets
from Jan. 1 to March 28 were 8,003,-00- 0,

or 1,110,000 less than in corre-
sponding period last year. This is
the result of a short corn crop, which
forced heavy marketing last fall."

The same situation prevails as to
canned goods and produce held in
cold storage and almost all other ne-
cessities of the table,.
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