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THE PUBLIC FORUM
LONG AND DANIELS. The grass

should spring early this year on the
grave of John D. Long, sec'y of the
navy under Pres. McKinley. He was
the man who laid the foundation for
the present splendidly efficient fleet
Under him the drink traffic was pro-
hibited from preying upon the en-
listed men of the navy.

He has a worthy successor in
Daniels, the man who during

four years of abuse secured the au-
thorization of more ships, enlisted
more men and saved more money
than any other naval secretary. And
while he was doing it he increased

decreased the number of
desertions, decreased the number of
men under penalty; for the first time
began to establish adequate reserves
Df ammunition, mines and torpedoes;
secured the establishment of an ef-

ficient staff and made a record on the
short time required to build more
than one authorized ship.

For the lack of battle cruisers and
scout cruisers, for an insufficient
number of destroyers, we, the people,
may kick ourselves; for a fleet which,
man for man and ship for ship, is not
surpassed the world over, we should
thank Daniels, the man who dared to
call officers to the standard of absti-
nence and full efficiency.

Then began a systematized propa-
ganda of the entire liquor interest
and its subsidized press to discredit
Daniels as an efficient cabinet officer
and to smoke him out of his position,
out of politics and out of public es-

teem. There has hardly been such
another effort to dis-
credit one man in the annals of our
country.

It enlisted many newspapers that,
for political effect, took up the fight
without knowing the original ani-
mus, but the triumphant vindication
of events, as the war develops, will
reveal the splendid efficiency of our
naval secretary. The war will leave

jjosephus Daniels pedestaled as one!

of the few really great executive of-

ficers that the navy has had. Clar-
ence True Wilson, D. D., Gen'l Sec'y
Board of Temperance, M. E. Church.

SELF -- OWNERSHIP. Without
ownership of one's self there can be
no liberty. No one is free so long
as he in any respect is owned, con-
trolled or governed by another per-
son or group of persons. All owner-
ship of one person by another, of one
group or class by another, is slavery,
and, therefore, wrong and destruc-
tive of happiness and all the things
that make for beauty, goodness and
well-bein- g.

True liberty, happiness and devel-
opment of all the good, useful and
desirable qualities within the indi-
vidual are possible only when the in-

dividual owns himself and is the
commander-in-chi- ef of his own per-
son and all its functions. To be
owned, governed and commanded by
some one else destroys intellect, ini-
tiative, originality, and makes
beasts out of men. The more a per-
son is governed and controlled by
others, the more dependent and mis-
erable he becomes, until at last he
'descends to the level of the domesti-
cated animals.

Every human being worthy of the
name should demand the right to
own himself and should resist at any
cost and by all means the attempts
of others to own, govern, control and
enslave him. Only in this way can
true liberty be established and main-
tained.

Self -- ownership necessarily includes
ownership of the means and re-
sources required to sustain life.
Thus demands for ev-

ery individual an equal right or share
in the natural resources and the
means of production, such as' lands,
mines, railroads, factories and all
shops and business establishments
wherein social production is carried
on. demands that
these things be as free for each and
every individual to use as the air is


