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The checkered career
now has another sensational incldent in the claim of Miss Kosamond Lang-

don
her
her

her rights.

of Edward L.

Barclay that she is the legal wile of Stokes,
in Canada more than a year ago,
claim 18 authentic, declares thal she has a marringe cartificate to prove

Stokes, the slayer or Jim Fiske,

the Jatter
Miss Barclay, or

having married
Mrs. Stokes, If

Mr. Stokes died apparently without
pain. He had been serlously 1l for
several weeks, Previous to that he had
been alling for more than two years,
He suffered from & complication of

troubles of which the chief was Bright's
disease,

No arrangements for
have been made,

FAMOUS TRAGEDY RECALLED.

The death of Edward Stiles Stokes
recalls a tragedy which was the cul-
minating feature, as it was, in some
sense, the logical issue, of the most
scandalous, the most debauched, the
most garishly picturesque, the most
sulphiurously resplendent epoch In the
hilstory of New York. This wus the six
yéars following fast after the close of
the otvil war, when wild eyed specula-
tlon sowod musiroom fortunes, when
erstwhile paupers became sudden mu-
Monaires, when politicians first fully
|-uter0d the secret of lining their own
nwockets by uivie thievery, when finan-
ciers bullt or wrecked railroads almost
at will, and for their own private ends
invited public disaster by ‘“‘cornering”
the staples upon which the masses de-
pended for food and raiment and the
very coln which set in motion the
wheels of trade, when the worship of
the golden calf vulgarized soclety and
Rrosmu'ed Justice itself, when the Just

f the eye and the lust of the flesh and
the pride of lfe were rampant in (he
highways and the byways—the perfod,
in short, which was marked by the rise
and the fall of Tammany under Tweed,

It is no exaggeration to say that New
York City was at that time the scandal
and the wonder of civilization, and that
when Edward 8. 8tokes, on January 6
1872, a bare three months after Tweed 8
first arrest, killed Col. James Fisk, Jr.,
in the Grand Central hotel, in New
York, ne fired & shot heard round the

the funeral

RACE TROUBLE STILL SMOULDERS.

lhcn puyd ad haadstrong, erratic and
explosive, He left achool before gragu-
ating." His father had removed to New
Yofk in 18! and egtablished the pro-
vision Nt of Stokes & bGudlong, b
Chainhers street, The ardent lad eager-
ly welcomed a position in the store,

As he ‘grew intn young manhoed he
nanifested groat energy and business
tact, In 1568 he married the daughter
of John W. Southwick, a wealthy fur-
nlture Jdeater, by whom he had one
dunghter, Meanwhile he had deserted
the provision business to plunge inte
the maelstrom in Wall street. There
e met Col. James kisk, Jr,, Jhen at the
glittering climax of his strange for-
tuneg, The older man took a fancy Lo
the ycung one, They became fast
Irfends.  Fisa jJolned Stokes as a pait-
ner in the Brooklyn Oil Refinery com-
pany, in which Jtokes' mother was
largely intercstad

At this perfod Fisk had begome enama
ored of a notorious woman known as
Josle Mansfleld, Her malden name
was Helen Josephine Mansfield, She
wag the divorced wife of an actor of
small ability, Frank Lawlor, It s =ald
by some that she had met Stokeg In
Philadelphla, where ghe had lived for a
few months In 1867, It {s sald by oth-
ers that Fisk took Stokes to see her at
the magnificent home Fisk had ‘set up
for her in West Twenty-third street,
New York. What Is certain {s that
Stokes became as madly infatuated
with her as “Jim'" Fisk himself, She
reciprocated Stokes’ affection.

The entanglement is alleged to have
créated a rupture between Stokes and
his wife, who In 1871 took her eight-
year-old daughter with her to Europe,
It likewise ended Fisk’s friendship.
Crazy with jealousy, the latter strove
to win the fight over the woman by
ruining Stokes financially. Then be.
gan a desperate struggle between mil-
Hons on one glde and a bare quarter
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partner on the charge of embezziing |
the company's funds. ‘The charge fell |
through, and Stokes was liberated. He
retaliated by sulng Fisk for $200,000
damages for false imprisonment. “Jo-
sle" stood by Stokes, who threatened
to publish all the letters that had pass.
ed between Fisk and the Mansfield wo.
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Race feeling #till runs Ligh at Baiitown, Lowsians; where (5a jecent reace war vecurrel,
fifteen whites killed in the struggle bave swern veugeance and a retnewal of hostlilties with an atleai,t Lo practicals
Iy sunihflate the blacks of the sectich may be expoectsd at any time.
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The friends of the

rant for Stokes on an indictment by
the grand jury charging him with
blackmail. Stokes rushed to the Grand
Central hotel, where ¥isk was lving,
and shot him on the stalrcase, There
were no known witnisszes to the incep.
tion of the actual shooting. Btokes
alwave claimed that he had acted In
gelf-defence and that Figk had been
the firet tor draw a revolver, To the
argument that Fisk's pistol was never
found Stokes retorted that it had been
spirited away by a mysterious woman
who had appeared on the scene imme-
diately after Fisk fell

At the first trial the Jury falled to
agree, The second ended on January
4, 1878, with a verdict of gullty of mur-
der In the first degres Then followed
one of the most extraordinary scenes
ever witnessed In a court roym, The
following account ls condensed from
the comtemnorary report In the New
York Herald:

At the moment that the verlict pass-
ed the lips of the foreman, there arose
such a terrible, plercine wall from one
of the young ladles dressed in deep
mourning that It ceemed to curd'e the
blood of every man and woman In the
eourt.  None who heard it will ever
forget It.  The youny lady wha uttered
this cry fell forward with her face
prone on the shoulder of the prisoner

She was Stokes' slster Horace
Staokes, the brother. burst Into tears
All the friends and relatives of the
prisoner by  one impulse. gathereq
pround him In a state of terrible afflic.
tion

STOKES h; NOUNCR
"UTORS,

S FROBE-

Edward 8 Stokes
lost his nerve He
untii all the

however, never
«ut In stony calm
membeors

of the jury had !

been volled.  As the twelfth man an. |
fwered “Yes” he rose s'owly, and, fac.
Ing Mr. Beach, now one of the counse!
for the nrogecution, but formerly a

friend of Stokes, and hiz counse] in a
elvil spit, said. In deiiberate accents:

“Well, Mr. Beach, T must ray you
have done your work well. I hope you
hayve been well pald for It."

Then hesat down, Mr. Beach made
no reply, but bhis face turned a little
away from the nrisoner. Distriet At-
tortiey Fellows then rose to explain
that Messre. Beach and Fullerton had
not been employed by Mr. Flsk's fam-
iy, but by the county, to assist in the
prosecution.  Stokes, again  rising,
broVve into the argument.

“Mr. Fellows,” he Interrupted, “state
that they avere hired by Jay Gould.
Piease state that'

“Ed, I hope you have no hard feelings
against me. 1 only did my duty, and
dld_nul try to exceed it, as God made
me."”

Stokes pushed away the hand,

“All right, Fellows,” he cried, "1 hear
all you say, and 1 suppose you think
1t is all right, but a verdict given on
perjured testin.ony is a villany that no
cne will countenance, never, never, o
long as the world stands.”

Here the court was cleared by the
policemen, who behaved as if they wer«
1 a riot, and the prisoner, foilowed by
gobbing ladies, who clung to his hand
ag if they would never let him go
walked out of court and was taken
Jown to his cell in the Tombs

BATTLE FOR STOKES' LIFE,

Then began a legal batile for Stokes'
life, woich ended in o thnd teial and a
erdict of manslaughter in the tinrd
degree, BStokes rocelved the full pen-
alty, féyr years. It was shortened bs
good Lehavior tn ®Fing Sing and Auburn
prison, and on October |14 Vi6, Btokes
wag once more a free man. Elght

years ldater Governor Cleveland re-
»tored him to full citizenship by a par-
don.

Htokes had faced the world again and

bad triumphed. At the time of the
«hooting he was lHving at the Hoffman
House. Cassius H., Read, the proprie-
tor, was his fast friend. The friend-
ghip continued unbroken while Stokes
was in jajl. On hig releaze the first
roof that covered Btokes' head was that
of the Haffman House. After a short

stay Iin New York Mr. Read =snt him
to San Francisco. There he made the
acquaintance of John W. Mackay
Fhat acquainttance ripened into friend-
ship. Returning to New York and to
the Hoffman House, Stokeg, in con-
Juonction with Read. obtained control
of the Victorine =ilver mine from Mac-
kay, which he successfully placed In
Londorn and Parls
His own profits are
mated at from $10¢

variously esls-
o0 to $500.000. Read
subsoquently asserted that he had
never revelved his proper share. Never.
theless, he had sufficient falth (n Stokes
to take him Into partnership as one-
third owner of stock in a newly formed

firm, the Hoffman House company. It |

WAS ‘then (I1884) that the hotel
renovated and refurnished, and
famous gale, decorated with Hougher-
eaus, Cmmoo and other masters, ald
and new, was opened. Thiz soon be-
came, the chief resort of politiclans,
sporting men, men about town and
visiting natabllities

Stokes' especis] alm was to make the
hotel the headquarters of the Demo-

was |
the !
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which It is hardly necessary
The cousins were now at open warfare
Each accused the other of Ingratituds
and misconduct, The warfare was car-
ried into the newspapers, Rival letters

full of bitter recriminations were print-
ed. In one of themm W, E. D. Stokes
quoted a famous sentence from De

Quincey's “Murder Considered as a
Fine Art,” which he applied to his cou-

gin with venomous point:
“If once a man indulges in murder
very soon he comes to think little of

robbing, from robbing he comes to
drinking, and from that to ill manners
and procrastingtion Once enter the
downward path and you know not

where you will stop.”

What stung Edward stlll more was a
charge of ingratitude in forgetting the
cirecumstance that after the Fisk trage

to detall. |

n

be appointed by
Phillppines He

the Pope an
will proceed at
d will sall for Manila January 1.
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them, the wy- 1 who wrought the ruin,
was at SU accounts llving comfort-
ably In Phlladelphia, The other, the
chief victim, Mry, James Fisk. Is liv-
Ing in penury In Boston., When Pisk
died he w currently reported to be
one of the wealthiest men in New York.
He Jeft practically his entire fortune to
hig widow, When she came to claim
her own she found that 1t had melted
into thin alr. Not a wrack remained
behind

Edward Stokes' wife had obtained a
divorce from him while he was serving
out his term in prison. When he lay
upon hig deathbed a young woman who
had been known as Rosamund 1. Bar.
clay claimed that she had been married
to Stokes and threatened to assert hep
claims through the courts—N. Y, Here
ald
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BOURKE CCCHRAN

Dourke Cockian, the
while out riding., caus
watal nature, bas now aimost npielaly
once more. Mere is bhis latest ploture
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