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EDWARD 5 STOKES LIFE DRAMA ENDS
l
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DWARD 8 STOKES died at 21

minutes to 1 oclock yesterday
afternoon at the homo of his
slstor Mrs Mary McNutt No-

m St Nicholas avenue Ha
hud been unconscious for three
days and his death was ex-

pected

¬

at any hour
His nurse and valet noticed a change

I

for tho worse at a quarter of three
oclock and telephoned for Dr John S

Billings and Dr Edward II Rogers
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The checkered of Edward L Stokes
now has another sentatlonal Incident In Kocamond Lang

lIar lay that she the wife Stokes the latter married
her more than a year Uarclay Stoke J It

Is authentic declares a inarringetertUkato pibve
her rights

Mr Sfdkes dlc V apparently without
pain lit been seriously 111 for
several wc ks Prqvlous to that he had
been alllntf for more than years
He suffered front a complication of
troubles of which the chief was Urlghts

No arrangements for the
have been made

FAMOUS TRAGEDY RECALLED

The death of Kdward Stiles Stokes
recalls n tragedy which was tho cul-
minating1

¬

feature It was in Home
sense the logical of the most
scandalous the most debauched the
most garishly picturesque the most
hulphurously resplendent epoch In tile

Uilstory of New York This was sixyrs following fast after the dose
the olvll war when wild eyed specula-
tion

¬

sowad fortunes when
erstwhile sudden mil-
lionaire

¬

when politicians first fully
mastered the secret of lining their
sockets by olvlo thievery when Dnaii-

cicrs built wrecked railroads almost
at will and for their own private ends
Invited public disaster by cornering
the staples upon which the masses de-

pended
¬

for food and raiment and the
vary coin which set In motlqn the
wheels of trade when the worship of
the calf vulgarized and
prostituted Justice Itself when the lust
of the eye and the of the llesh
he pride of lire were rampant In Ihe

highways the bywaysthe
In which was marked by the
and the tall of Tammany under Tweed

It Is no exft gertlon to say that Xew
York Citywas at that time the scandal

the wonder of civilization and that
Thin Edward 8 Stokes on January 6

a bare three after Tweeds
first arrest killed Col James Flsk Jr
In th Grand Central hotel In New
York he fired a shot heard round the

77

world Stokes was only thlrtyono
years of ago at tho time

DIRTK AND BAULY LIFE

Bon In Philadelphia In 18U his early
environment and training were excl
lent IUD family was an old and re-
spected one In tho Oily Ho
himself puvi brilliant promise from his
very boyhood In the High school of
Philadelphia whore he received th-
nrger portion of his education he de-

veloped
¬

unusual aptness In hht studies
Amone his schoolfellows he was known
nb an drdent athlotb But he was even

CLAIMS WIFE

career the slayer or Jim Flske
the claim of Miss

don Is letal of baying
In Canada ugo AlII or Mra

her claim thaiana has to

had

two

disease
funeral

as
Issue

the
of

mushroom
paupers became

own

or

tolden society

lust nml

and period
short rise

and

1JI2 months

Junker

then po dna h >aiistioti < rrntlo ami-
ejcplwivp Ho lalt OQhoaJ before jrratlu-
atlnp His father had removed to New
Yolk Irf 1M1 and retnblnhfd the pro
vUlon linn ot tokes nu long ill
Chambers ttreot The ardent till eager-
ly

¬

welcomed a position In the store
As ho grew yoiinir manhood he

manifested sroat energy nnd buelne
tact In JoOS he married the daughter
of John W Southwlck n wealthy fur-
niture

¬

dtuler by whom he had ono
duitRhter IMnl lIe he hud deserted
Die provision business to iilun c Into
the maelstrom In Wall street There
IIP met Col JimesHsk Jr lion ut the
glittering climax of his strange for-

tunes
¬

The older man took n fancy to
thu ycunc on They became faht-
irlunds FiSn joined Stokes aa a puit
ncr In tho Brooklyn Oil Refinery com ¬

pany In which Jtokes mother was
largely Intcn t4 1

At this period Pick had bt ome cnam
ore of a notorious woman known as
Josle Maniflcld Her maiden name
was Helen Josephine MAn fietll She
was the divorced wife of on actor of
oman ability Frnnk Lnwlor It h Enid
by some that she had met Stokes In
Philadelphia where the hall lived for a
few months In HOT It Is Biild by oth-
ers

¬

that Flsk took Stokes to stc her at
tho magnificent home Flsk hadset up
Mr her In West Twentythird street
New York What Is certain Is that
Stokes became as madly Infatuated
with her ns Jim Flak himself She
reciprocated Stokes affection

The entanglement Is alleged to have
created a rupture between Stokes and
his wife who In 1871 took her eight
yearold daughter with her to Europe
It llkewlfc ended Finks friendship
Crazy with Jealousy the latter strove
to win tho light over the woman by
ruining Stokes financially Then be
Ran d desperate struggle between mil ¬

lions on one side and a bare quarter
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Peaceful Close to Stormy Career of ManWho Shot Coloncl James Fisk Jr

Brilliant Uut Erratic Tragedy in Which He Plaxcd a Part One of Most

Sensational in Citys tHstoryFrom Prisol1 to ProsperityMade Hoffman

House Famous Only to Become Enmesbed In Intermillable litigation
I
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of a million on the other In tho days
when money and Influence wec all
powerful FlBk hall the great J> cor-
poration

¬

and Tammany Hall at his
back Stokes wan practically single
Banded

QUAHUELS LEAD TO MURDER

Flsks Ort move was to arrest his

>
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SNAPSHOT OF THE PRESIDENT HUNTINGCOSTUME
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partner on the charge of embezzling
the companys funds Tho charge tell
through and Stokes was liberated He
retaliated by suing for I2WOM
damages for Imprisonment Jo-
sie stood by Stokes who threatened
to publish nil the letters that had nagg-

ed
¬

between and the Mansfield wo >
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tiling still runs hlsh at Uailtown Louisiana where thi tectnt rrcc war uccurrel The friend of tli-

flfUen killed In the struggls bavo Imam veU3ince and a uivral of hClAUlIhoJ UU An Attempt practical 1J

If annlhiljita thaUck ot thi MtJtD may b4 Ixpocud at any Urn

fj

> 1 > J

man To add fuel to the fire the wo-

man Into court wjth pnnars show
Inc that FWc owed Icr J50000 nn ac-
cusing

¬

him of libel
ACt r an exciting dayIn this cult aho

and Stokca lunched tog thdr In the
home hall Jlttcd up Here a mes-
senger

¬

arrived thenews that Flsk
had caused tho Isaue of bench war
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Flsk
false

Fisk

went

Flak
with

M
rant for Stokes on an Indictment by
tho grand Jury charging him with
blackmail Stokes rushed to the Grand
Central hotel where Flsk was living
nnd shot him on the staircase There
were no known wltmsses to the Incep-
tion of the actual shooting Stokes
nlwnvn clMmcd that IIP had octed In
selfdefence nnd that Fisk had been
the first to draw a revolver To the
argument that Flsks pistol was never
found Stokes retorted that It had been
spirited away by n mysteilous woman
who had appeared on the scene Imme-
diately litter Flk tell

At the first trial the Jury failed to
agree The second ended on January
41873 with a verdict of guilty of mur
der In the first degree Then followed
one of the most extraordinary scenes
ever witnessed In a court roim The
following nccount Is condensed from
the contemporary report In tIle New
York Ilernhli

At moment that the verllct pann-
ed the lips of the foreman ihrro arose
euch n terrible plerclnc wail from ono
of the younc Indies dressed In deep
mourning that It recmed to curdc the
blood of every man nnd woman In th
court Non who heard It Will cv tr
forget It Thp younir lady whn uttered
this cry tell forward with her fncn
prone on the shoulder of the jirUonrr

She was Stokes slsler Horace
Stakes thp brother burst Into tern
All the friends nnd relative of th-
prUnner by one Imnulje Rathorel-
rrmind him In a state of terrible afflic-
tion

STORES DENOUNCES PROSE-
CUTORS

Edward S Stokes however never
lot hl nerve Hn sat In tony calm
until nil tho members of the Jury had
boon polled As thr twelfth man an-
xwre Ye he ro e sowlv and far
Inc Mr Reach now one of the counsel
fr the nrwecutlon hut formerly tx

frl nd of Rtnkcs and his counsel In a
civil wit wild In deliberate accents

Well Mr Henrli muit ray you
have done your work well hope you
have been well paid for It

Then heMt down Mr Beach made
no reply but his lace turned a little
away from the prisoner District At-
torney Fellows then row to explain
thnt Meurs Ileaoh and FUllerton had
not been employe by Mr Fliks fam-
ily but county to assist In the
tironccutlon fltoke again rising
broVf into the nrpument-

Mr Fellow he Interrupted stale
that thcytwcra hired by Jay Goull
float lUtrthftt

r
There wall un Intense sensation In the

court room Mr Fellow resuming1 his
address said he was Glad to retire
from an ollloe which entailed his pres
enco at nuch scents of suffering and
sorrow as he had xrltiussed that night
After he hall concluded he burst Into
tears and colng over to Stokes offered
him his hand saying
a A A A
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President Roosevelt Is said to be-

itropgly yearnmc for afewdaysJ
I cougar hunting In the Rocky Moun

tnlntf Reports of the daring tac-
tics

¬

pursued by him when hunting
and the many thrilling Incidents of
his last Wlntcr8 trip are causing

I his friends td use their utmost en
ikuvoM to dissuade hint from any
tucli gutTlirln Although it Is
hardly possible that Mr Roosovell

I Will tiarry t> U his Ieslrc to go to the
Rockies lor A weeks hunting before
CongiCEH opens In December at tho
F a nu tiiiio it > very i rot ab1e that
the world will sooner or later bo

I I treated to the novel spectacle of a
President of the United StatcJ
dlaJn vlld > cuta In tho Rockies

H Y-

Ed I hope you have no hun feelings
against me I only did my duty and
did not try to exceed it as God made
me

Stokes pushed away the hand
All right Fellows lie cried I hear

nil you BAV nnd 1 suppose you think
it Is all right but n verdict given on
perjured testimony is a vlllany that no
one will countenance never never so
long ns the world stands

Here the court watt cleared by the
policemen who behaved att If they were
in n riot and the prisoner followed by
fobbing Indies who dune to his hnnU-
as If they would never let him go
walked out of court nnd was taken
down to his cell In the Tomb

BATTLE FOR STOKES LIFB
Then began a kjral biltlo for Stokr

Ufa wnlch ended In n thud trial and a
verdict of manslaughter In the third
dcfirec Stokes received the full pen
nlty ftur years It was shortened by
jTixxl LclutvlT in Pint Simr nnd Aut urn
prison und on October 11 SiC Stokes
was once more n free man Elftht
years litter Governor Cleveland rc-

tored him to full citizenship by a par-
don

¬

tokrs had faced the world ngaln and
bail triumphed At the time or the
shooting he was llvlni nl tile Hoffman
House Cawlus 11 Read the proprie-
tor

¬

Was his fast friend The friend-
ship

¬

continued unbroken while Stokes
was In Jail On hili release the first
roof that covered Stokes head was that
of the HorTmnn HOUKC After n Miort
stay In Now York Mr ned Itnt him
to San Francisco Time I made the
acquaintance of John AV Mnrkay
That 4c iualnttanco rlnened Into friend-
ship

¬

Returning to New York nnd to
tho Hoffman House Ktokei In con
Junction with Rend obtained control
ot tho Vlctorlno t liver minI from Mac
kay which be successfully plncert In
London and Paris

His own profit an variously esli-
rnat d nt from J1W <W to JMCOM n iv l
subsequently nutp1 that he had
never retelvcd his proper shnn Never-
theless

¬

hu had Midlclent fnlth In Stokes
to take him Into partnership as onto
thlW owner of stock In a newly formed
firm the Hoffman Houao company ItJ-

Utw then < 188 < that thp hotel was
rtnovntwl and refurnished and the
lImuUIl lat decorated with IOURU er >

eaus Cfncfilo nnd other master old
nnd new WAR opened This sodn lx
carne the chief resort of politicians
sporting iinun men about town and
vIMtlnc notabilities

8tnkeViie p cI l aim was to maVe tha
hotel tbaJfawdquarUri at tho Dirao

ratio party and in this he succeeded
Ho himself was for many yenra hand in
Klovo with lummany Hall und a friend
of Crow and tha boys In short tit
tho manager of the Hoffman House he
became widely known among the mag ¬

nates of the hour Read was entirely
overshadowed Tho partners iuarrelml
Read fell Into money dlllliultles He
accused Stokea of ruining him
HOFFMAN HOUSE DIFFICULTIES

Finally the matter came up In the
courts Tho lltlfratloii wealed com-
plicated

¬

financial relations between
Read Edward Stokes and the latterH
cousin W 13 D Stokes In a suitbegun In November 1S32 Edward
BtokoH obtained H temporary injunc ¬

tion restraining his cousin Iroin dis-
posing

¬

of lands In Kentucky Virginia
and West Virginia valued It woe sold
ot ifOOOOO It then appeared that W 11
D Btokis Imd purchased some ol
Reads Hoffman House stock nnd had
also lent him JfOOO taking these laud
an collateral

Prior to this deal Edward Stokes hall
borrowed money from ReaJ putting up
as collateral J1MOOO worth of Hoffman
House stock and the Southwestern mil
estate Some of this collateral hud
passed Into W E D Stokes hands al-

though
¬

Edward alleged that he had
frequently tendered payment of tho
notes Edward further cuarged that
his cousin and Read together with a
lawyer named Martin had entered Into
collusion to oust him from thn Hoffman
House

There were other complications
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winning n of JlOOO after tt
ing a sensation upon the community by ij
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W E D stokes began suit to have a i ny yen

appointed for the HoffmanHouse aJleglng gross mismanagement I

on part of Tho cn-

lionmnn HOUK burn nllit atemporary triumph for latter when ae bee
on June 11W4 the corporation was dls

1 Mercu
solveii S Stokes was np if d will

Uter a new company i
with the receiver irt Urt-

us president From ihlH powltion he reo llvcs b
tired on Jfeiitcirbcr 27 18JT alleging 111 1

°
ns reason John P Caddlgan-

Eticcoedcd ==him In tho management JT
The letral In Huffman Js A

Home litigation have not been l jr8tralghteril out The latest decision K

rendered H uaO t None
In favor of W E D for 1i1

SC9B4 n stay of 4 Va
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them the siren who wrought the ruin i Maw
was at lust accounts living comfort-
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chief victim Mrs James Flsk Is llv jtortl
liu In penury In noston When Flslc hlle t
diet hE was currently reported to b-

one
ntenc-

J
of the wealthiest men In New York t < pnr

He left practically his entire fortune to wai
his widow When she came to claim tLcell
her own she found that It hall melted ftffls t
Into thin nlr Not n wrack remained J lIon li
behind rsraiv

Kdwnrd Stokes wife had obtained a i ma
divorce from him while he was serving V

out his term In prison When he lay 2

upon his dcathbod a young woman who e Tell
had been known as Rosamund I liar t inaclay claimed that she had been married iI

to Stokes and threatened to assert her IIIT °
claims through the courts N Y Her ItM <
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Uourko Ootkian tho fA u fsior and lawyer whoa recent accident

while out riding cuuwd him injunw which were nt nrst de nfd to be of a
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