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Some Fortresses That Have Been Death Traps

INCE the Russo-Japas-
nese war began the
Jupanese have bellev-
od that the fall of Port
Arthur  would mean
the renllzation of evs
ervthing they have
gought, the abundant

tfieation of thelr hetrts' desira,
tlon of this fortress by the

nd their stubborn refusal to
terms which were practically
win making were the cardinal
welr offense, and the earnest,
fndignant heart of the island nation

\:‘:'s ..,“ ever palpitating unit in ity de-

(:m ination to repair the wrong and

[nxh!“h the porpetrator of it. There Is

yio form of defeat 80 unbearable, so ut-

terly repulsive to national pride, as that
which i8 achieved by diplomatic trick«
ey, No succesgion of Manchurian vic-
l“l"h.ﬂ could serve to appease Japan's
patfonial amour propre, Port Arthar
wag tho only remedy that could heal
stubborn wound, This was the
gpirlt in which the doughty little em-
pire, having taken stock of its resources
and welghed with Infinite precision the
possibilities, st down before the Gi-
praltar and began that conflict which

§t knew meant in the event of the most

fuvorable 1ssue only a costly revenge.

ginee that memorable IPebruary day
when the Jupanese fleet appeared In the

Yort Arthur offing there has never been

a moment of hesitation, With all her

cleverness in masking her footsteps

and compelling speculation to take the

nee  of certainty, Japan has  been
ehildlike In her frankness with regard
to her Intention to make the capture of
the coveted fortress the main feature
of the war,

i yints of t

this

Russia, although she had thus obtaln-
el possesslon of an open seaport on the
east Aslun coast, was not unconscious
of the slender tenure of her enforeced
polding. That this was the fact (s
proved by the feverish haste with

which ghe set about to strengihen her
position. First, the great Transsiberian
rullrond was rushed down to the new
buse, Fabulous sums of money were
Yavished on new fortifleations, ™A vast
naval gcheme Involving the bullding ot

a fleet which should easily dominate
the Paclfie was set in motion. Thou«
ginds of Chinese coolles were put to

work to construct the largest docks in
the world, New forts were erected and
equipped most modern ord-
pance, Naval depots wera provided at
Viadivostok and the new city of Dalny,
Military depols gprang up at Harbin
anvl Mukden, Btrategic points on the
Yalu were gurrisoned, Under the pre-
tense of promoting commerclalism sev-
ernl portg—some of them in Korea—
were selzed, fortified and garrigsoned,
Now and then falnt diplomatie pro-
tests were forwarded to St, Petersburg,
but for the most part the nationg of the

with the

world held aloof and wondered, It s
characteristic of the moral frallty of
bhumankind that they even admired. No

sla’s naval power In Asla., Thus It was | fence and with loss of life.

Fortresses

that the tenants of Port Avthur were | are designed and built in time of peace
glven an opportunity to test the secu- | and are fashloned to meet a theory of
' what i# likely to oceur when war makes

rity of thelr stronghold before its final
claim to impregnabllity could be made
apparent,

Before the beginning of the war nine-
tenths of the world believed that by oc-
cupyving and reconstructing the great
fortress Russin had sealed her grip on
Manchurlia and Korea, if not, indeed,
on China, Time has onte more ghown
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the fallibility of human judgment, In-
stead of a safe haven into which the
fleet and garrison might withdraw in
perfect sgecurity it has proved to be a
veritable death trap. letter a thous
gand times for Russia's men and war-
ships If this fortified millitary toy had
never been constructed. It is a well
established fact that fortresges somes
times hecome gources of greater danger
to the natlon that erects and maintaing
them than to any enemy against whom
they have been designed. Most of the
disasters which have befallen the Ruse-

l
|

I8 nppearance. When war comes it s
80 frequently unlike what has been an-
tictpated  that the costly defensive
Structure I8 found to be practicully use-
'l'\‘&

Toulon, for instance, was designed as
a stronghold which was to be capable of
withstanding any force that might be
brought against it from seawnrd., The
best French engineers were engaged in
Ite construction, and infinite pains were
taken to prevent any error of construecs
tion, It seems never to have oceurred
to the experts who had bestowed such

I serupulous care upon Ity seaward side
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that It might be attacked from land-
ward, That

Heutenant of artillery named Napoleon
Bonaparte, besleged and bombarded it
from the land side, and it was taken

was precigely the manner
In which it was approached, The young
French Republicans, with whom was a

tress, Instead of being entirely free to
formulate his own scheme of managing
the campalgn and to make what he be-
lleves to be the best preparations to
thwart the enemy he is obliged to mod-
ify his course by the necessity which
ariges for him to send troops and mus
nittons either to relieve or to hold se-
cure some digtant stronghold whieh at
the moment I8 of no possible advantage
und 18 Mkely to prove a burden, The
loss of Sedan In the Franco-Prussian
war was a remarkable exionple of thls
state of affalrs

Marshal Bgzaine, having been defeat-

ed by the Prussians, retreated into
Moty Sinee that fortress was supposed
to bhe impregnable, for {t had never

been taken, that action of the marshal

]
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compelled by public sentiment to go to

the rellef of beleaguered Meta, The
leaders of the French forces realized
the hopolessness of the situation; but,

lriven by the clamor of the national
demand for Instant action, they march-
ed to the Meuse and the Ignoble defeat
of Sedan, If they had been free to
choose thelr own course that disaster
milght have been averted, They might
have retreated In good order or have
fought the enemy from some advanta-
goous point, As It was, the obsolete
fortross of Sedan added not a little to
the completenegs of the defeat, To the
dismayed and panile stricken Frenche-
men the portentous looking walls and
rampartg of the fortress seemed to
promise shelter from their merciless
chemies, They huddled like sheep into
the deceptive Inclogure and on the fol-
lowing day were pounced upon by their
pursuers and taken Hke sheep from a
pen

Another of the ways in which a great
miy contribute to a nation's
undoing 18 by inspiring o disastrous
overconfldence, Some strongholds ap-
near #0 formidable that the nations
possessing them are likely to place
overrelfance In them as barriers against
Ul coming foes and to neglect other
necessary means of defense, It Is also

fuct that troops trained to garrison
luty within fortifications are not re-
markably efficlent when employed In
the open field

Bevastopol was an example of a for-
that In the end was more injurls
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the allies, 1t gave them something tan-
gible and concentrated to strike at. To
this was added the great advantage of

the open sea as a base, Thelr defeat
should have served as a useful lesson
to the Mugcovites aguinst the folly of

concentrating thelr fighting strength at
n single point,

There are two fortresses which have
never been taken since they were well
fortitied Cronstadt  and  Gibraltar
These are the only examples of perma-
nent and elaborate strongholds which
have thus far answered all expectations
and have noever captured, though
one of them—Gibraltar—has been vio
lently assalled, It is possible that Rus
sla's confidence In her ability to trans-

heen

form Port Arthur into an uncongueras
ble fortress was inspired by her pride
in Crongtadt, This redoubtable forti
fleation Is bullt on the island of Kotlin
in the gulf of Finland, It is only thir-
ty-one miles from 8t Petersburg and
would be of good servicee in the event

of o Finnigh Insurrection as a check to
any sudden move the capital, It
was founded by Peter the Great in 1710
ind satill eontains the little cabin in
which that sturdy despot lived. It has
three  harbors, accommodating 1,000
vessels, It fairly bristles with earthe
works, forts and batteries

The strategiec worth of Glbraltar was

on

known to the anclents. It was one of
the Plllars of Hercules, which were
crowned by the Phoeniclan mariners

with sllver columns to murk what they

belleved to be the limitg of navigation.

In the year 711 an Arab chief bullt a
fortress on the rock. The Castilians
und the Moors were tenantg for varin
ble periods, In 1540 Charles V. huilt

extensgive defenses on
In 1704 the
Dutch and

the promontory
rock was captured by the
Engligh fleet which was in

the service of Archduke Charles of
Austria. But the pYehduke did not get
it; It was selzed by the Engligh some
thing after the fasghion of the Russian
occupation of Port Arthur, The Brit
ish proceeded to erect the famous
stronghold as it now appears, and it
has never been taken, although it has
had =ome stirring experiences. One
flege lasted three years, seven months

and twelve days,

Mafeking and Ladysmith, although
little more in a strictly military sense
than fortified camps, may be cited
examples of long and herole endurance,

as

Nelther of these famous places wasg el-
ther reduced or stormed, both holding
out heroically until relieved, The po-
sitlon of Ladysmith was not an ldeal
spot for an encampment, On three
sldes of It, at a distance of three o
four miles, were numerous hills, On
the summits of these the Boers had
mounted their guns, The town was

the rallway terminus from Durban, and
there seemed to be no especial reason
why it Should be held, In the old days

of the first Transvanl war it was a
garrison town, and afterward the
troops were withdrawn, In 1807 it was

again made a camp, and earthworks

of the character common to South Af=
riea. It 18 on the northern border of
Cape Colony and just at the entrance
to Bechuanaland, At the time of the
sloge It was garrisoned by a force of
tbout 600 men under Colonel Baden=
Powell, T'he eamp had been well forti-
fled by earthworks, and the energetio

Hritish  commandant proceeded to
strengthen It. A greatly cuperior force
under the redoubtable General Cronje

besieged 1t for several weeks and did
not succeed In capturing it. Although
It wns bullt on a perfectly level plain,
the British had surrounded it with a
aystem of mines and earthworks which
the Boers could not penetrate,
JOHUN L. STILLMAN,

A FEW NOTES,

A few years ago Jean de Reszke, the
great artist, wag singing at an “at
home,” He notlced how eagerly, almost
ravenously, 1 somewhat thin, careworn,

very  shabbily c¢lad  clergyman was
drinking in every word of his magnifi=
cent song, Just before he left De

Reszke inquired of his host about his
fascinated listener and learned that he

wis a very poorly paid, hard worked
viear in a certain town about forty
miles from London and was such a

passionate lover of music that he had
walked the whole distance in order to
hear the great singer. The big hearted
tenor left the house quietly—nay, sadly
ind thoughtfully. 8ix months after this

| be glven.

there was great joy In the hungry
household of the poor, delleate, musie
| loving vicar. That very evening a It
| tle coneert got up for his henefit by a
few sympathetic parvishloners was to
A few hours before ita coms=
| mencement the viear recelved a letter
from De Reszke saying: "I intended
running down to your town to contrib=
ute something to your Hitle concert to-

night, I intended singing a few notes,
However, a8 | cannot sing You these
notes may 1 send them ingtead? One

hundred pounds in banknotes fell from
the letter,

UP TO DATE ADMIRAL,

Admiral Ito, who earned his vise
countey for gervices in the Chino-Jape
nese war, 18 very western in his
methods, A story is told rather against
him when the Japanese landed a force
ufter the battle of the Yalu. Shortly
after hig establishment he was one day
annoyed by the receipt of a telegram
| from o subordinate whom he had al-
[ lowed off on furlough which read, “Will
l not report today, as expected, on acs
r-‘mn,l of unavoldable clrcurnstances."
\
|

The tone of the message was not at all
to Admiral Ito's mind, and he wired
al once in reply, “Report as expected
or glve reagonsg,” Within an hour the
following message came over the wires
from a hospital in Yokosuka: “Train oft

can't ride, Legs off—can't walk,
Wil not report unless vou insist,” The
admiral did not insist,

INDIAN ETIQUETTE,

one was decelved, least of all the for- | slan standard in Manchuria are on ac= | without difficulty. were bullt, It was jokingly remarked
mer oecy ¢ of Bort Arthur., The | count of the investment of Port Arthur, An instance of the fallibility of judg- at the time that the new activity was A letter sent to a native prince in Ine
sleepless national eye of Russia's fsland [ and the successes that have come to | ment displayed by American strategists due to the necessity of providing some | dia 18 often a very eluborate affair. The
themies was never turned aslde, It | the Japanese are directly referable to | durlng the civil war may be found in distraction for the soldiers, who were | PAper I8 speclally made for the purpose
was no part of Japan's Intention to be [ the same cause, But for Port Arthur | the case of the taking of Fort Sumter. on the point of succumbing from ennui, | and Is sprinkied with gold leaf. Only
e tate, She gaw that her enemy's and In a lesser degree Vinglivostok— | That fortress was built orlginully to There were always about 2,000 men in | the last few lines of the somewhat
( of preparation was ever on the | the Japanese might have had to fight | protect the city of Charleston from the the camp, and they lived under canvag, | lengthy document contain the purport
licpeage, end she hore in mind the bur- | on land, and at times and in places of | attack of a hostile fleet, The possi- | It would be absurd to suppose that | of the letter, while the remainder is
den of her proverb--that a surfeited | Russia’s own choosing. As it was, | bility of the city falling into the hands | Ladysmith was impregnable, It has been | made up of the usual roundabout and
bee | wlonse. Bhe could well af- |} Russia had deprived herself of all vo- | of the hostiles had not been provided | likened to a hamlet bullt in a teacup, | complimentary phrases. It is folded in
ford 1o wadt, but not too long; net long | litlon in the matter because she was | for, and the Confederate forces, with | SOME FAMOUS SIEGES, To show how stubbornly it was held it | a pecullar way, with the flaps outward,
€rugh for AL Alexeleff, A paltry elght- [ compelled to defend her costly fortress. | greal lsck of conslderation for the | is sufficient to state that the Boers be- [ and placed In a muslin bag, and this
b AR longer would have given As o matter of fact, the average for- | plans of the bullders, bombarded the | and his troops seemad the only rea- | ous to its owners than to their enemies, | gan the sfege on Nov. 2, 1860, and |t | latter into one of crimson and gold tint,
that rectiec Mugcovite an op- | tress 18 not unlikely to prove to be a | fort from landward and speedily efs { sonable and safe course to follow, As ' Russia, having bullt the great strong- was defended by General White and his | with a slipknot of gold thread, attached
poriv o perfect his detadls, Japan [ most disappointing affair, It some- | fected fts capture with slight loss to | the sequel demonstrated, It was pre- | hold at a cost which taxed the re-|gallant troops until the following May, | to which {8 a ponderous seal. The ad-
\ Luntli that fateful breaking off of | times falls utterly to accomplish the | themselves, | cisely the most disastroug move that .summw of even that mighty despotism, | when a relief force under Lord Dun- | dress, written on o slip of parchment,
B on Feb, 6, Within | purpose for which it was erected, and A military man who has been Intrust- | could have been made. Once trapped, | was compelled to mass her armies and | donald rescued {t from what was [ I8 attached to the putside bag. These
1 “four hours her fleet, which had | not infrequently, instead of becoming | ed with the conduet of a eampaign may | the Prusglans saw to it that Bazaine's | Neets in the viemity for its protection | speedily becoming a perilous situation letulls are very Important for polite
! t ! tHously gathering in Sa- | an actual protector, it turns out to be « | find himself sorely hampered at the | army did not escape., So it happened | when the French and English landed in As for Mafeking, it was still less en- | letter writing In Indla, and if any one
(L fdnrbor, put an end to the waiting | point which requires a great deal of | very outset by having to look out for | that Marshal MeMahon and the em- | the Crimea No other arrangement | titled to be dignified with the name of | of them were omitted it would be an in«
¢ tve later put an end to Rus- ! protection, often at much inconven- ! the safety of this or that expensive for- | peror with the other French army were | could have given more satisfaction to | fortvegs, It was a small border camp | sult to the person addressed.
s — ———— — — T S _ = = — — = = == ————
Chai f the Two Great Nati ' G 1t

HERE are at least two | business and eventually became the ] of managing a campalgn have fong | In high esteem in his home city by all ) New York's social and business circles | that he matriculated at Westfleld. | notable unselfishneks, That the presi-

qualities which must | prinelpal owner of the concern. heen the admiration of both political | parties and has established a reputa- | of a past generation. As a boy young { From his earliest childhood he had | dent's confidence in his former secreta-

bhe a part of the com=-
position of the sucs
cessful chairman of a
national committee——
personal  magnetism
and a eapacity for unlimited work, Nor

TUEL these requisites be present in

barely appreclable or even a qualified
Gegree,  They must be In excess—so
dominant, In fact, that all other human
sttributes are dwarfed Into COMPara»
tive Insignificance. It has been affirm-
€l of this all important Individual,
Fither Inelegantly, but not less foreibly,

that he must handle the oil can, ex-
timine the joints and pull the lever of
the party machine, Liberally trans-
lted, that meana that he must be pos-
;' el of an insight that is almost su-
Croumng ]

persunsivencss that I1s as
It I8 potent and a judgment

i
thit Is fault)ess,

In condue tng a presidential eam-
ln.‘.‘ Une of the earllest duties of the
;‘- onal chalrman after the candidates
i\\" been notified of thefy nominations
‘} 1“‘..“; boint an executive committee
i and to make himself chalrman

m:"-:.u‘v'\‘.n-»l \\:ilhln 4 wheel, There-
i ”.IA II]utlrl,\ ] fuf'lmwn are In the
- ‘I. 3 it powerful triumvirate. It

7 be u vational machine, amenable
open to convietlon, respor -

10 e LS50n,

:1!»“1;H:vul‘s.u:-_p,..wlIun. but as far as all
‘!m\“;l burposes are concerned its
g ,‘ : lw_\:nnl appeal, The ac-
o .!',‘||:.“:‘”I’“Ill“ head of it all s
ol ‘””l““njl.. and he must Indeed
g ..x veritable political thay-
el '. at the cloge of the aam -
. e “;n count more friends that
" cha ]i’“:)I‘H:llrlt“!’ that have risen.
R gl .“ ,'A the great political
el trusted the business
iy : v'w-vvnf the caompaign to men
y &0 Comparatively untrfed at
& ; of exeeutive requirenrent,
o !I.'I\“H hed abundant evidence of
Thomas m
u w’lv"w ,l. "f""””." the new chairman
e + w. ) .v'-l'." national committee,
1 oy ‘_;”M'l--‘ l\l"!;tn'l, born Nov. {4
iy Iy Monaghan, At the age
Ba %o : -\u’“v) \f\lN brought to Amer-
ki PATENS, who settled in Ohio

~4| \. In 1877 young Taggart re-

» 1n h.vlml.n}i-;

¥tvice of 11 s and entered the

Fiilway "" proprictors of a chaln of

BODointeg agn i o In 1880 he was

Ployery' (‘mu""'”(’lhl»ut of his em=

_m‘h_"u-n'xln In the Indianapolig
——— e

In 1586 Mr. Taggart made his first
political venture. He sought and ob-
tained the Democratie nomination for
county auditor of Marion county, At
that time both eity and county were
consldered hopelessly Republican, but

partles, He is famous as a conciliator.
It I8 a common saying in Indiana that
any political tangle that Tom Taggart
cannot unravel is too hopeless for fur-
ther conslderation. As an evidence of
the confldence which he has won from

tion for uprightness that will serve
him admirably in his political elevation,
He Is a married man and, with hig wife
and six children, lives In a beautiful
home at 8§10 North Capltol avenue,
George Bruce Cortelyou, chosen by

Cortelyou studied at various public
and private schools In New York city
and acquitted himself favorably in each
of them, being studious as well as un-
usually bright., When he wag seventeen
he was graduated from the Hempstead

THOMAS TAGGART, CHAIRMAN OF THE DEMOCRATIC NA.
TIONAL COMMITTEE,

Taggort had made so many friends that | his fellow townsmen may be mentioned

he was elected by a handsome major-

ity. He served two terms as auditor,
and In 1592 he was made chalrman of
the state central committee. In this |

trying position he quickly demonstrate
ed his special faculty for organlzing,
Mr. Taggart has made more reputa-
tion as a shrewd political manager
than as an officeholder, His methods

|

the fact thad he has heid the ofMce of
mayor for three terms. He has been a
member of the Democratic national
committee since 1892 and has long been
regarded as a coming man,

‘Mr, Taggart I8 also a man of affairs
In Indianapolis, He I8 president of the
Grand Hotel company and s Interested
In many local enterprises, He is held

AT HOME AND ABROAD.

Eveary ¢
B ”;"“Hf(h boy In India i at school
Pasi ' Every firtieth girl,

I has the bige
I tha WwWorld
bon -
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est debt of any ety
It amounts to $400,000,«
The
Wagy
l,_.

I‘llﬂnﬂ(. serpent ever
A Mexiean

! to he thirt
“oOmmon

measured
anaconda, which was
y=seven feet in length.
house fy sounds the

10
Rote

F I flying, This means that its

wings vibrate 335 times a second. The
honeybee sounds A, Implylng 440 vi«
brations to the second,

Durham, England, posseses four dogs
to every plg, while in Lincolnghire
there are four pigs to every dog. In
Lincolnghire there are more pigs than
in any other county, the number reach-
Ing no fewer than 116,948,

In the tropleal northern territory of

South Australla travelers need not
carry a compass. The distriet abounds
with the nests of the magnetic or me-
ridlan ant. The longer axes of these
nests point due north and south,

Pawnbrokers and bankers in Russia
are suffering from the blows adminis-
tered to them by the state bank., The
bank advances money on all kind# of
goods at an annual interest of 4% per
cent,

Some of the interesting exhibits of

GEORGE B. CORTELYOU, CHAIRMAN OF THE REPUBLICAN
NATIONAL COMMIITEE.

the president and his political friends
to muanage the approaching campajgn
in the Interest of the Republican party
and its eandidates, was born in New
York city July 2, 1862, He s ¢
member of an old metropelitan family,
hig grandfather, Peter Crolius Cortel-
you, for forty years a partner in the
typefounding firm of George Bruce &
Co,, having heen a prominent figure in

on

f Wyoming In the miners' department at
‘lho- world's fair Is a single plece of
soda welghing 6,000 pounds, It was
| eut from Boda lake, in Albany county,
| and Is the largest single plece of soda
L ever exhiblited,
|  Having been restored in white mar-
| ble at a cost of over $500,000, the an-
[clent Stadium of Athens has been
opened for athletic sports,

A public school teacher at Baireuth,
Germany, was condemned the other

Institute, on Long Island, whose prin-
¢ipal, Dr. John Hinds, afterward be-
came his father-in-law.

At the age of eighteen Cortelyou en~
tered the State Normal school at Wests-
fleld, Mass, Led by the young man's
apparent devotion to the preliminary
essentialg of pedagogy, Dr., Hinds ad-
vigsed him to prepare himself for teach-
Ing, nnd it was with this object in view

day in court to pay a fine of $22 for
eruelty to puplls,  Among other things
he had compelled one boy to kneel for

five successive days during all the
school hours,
Fresh operations against the pors-

poises, which are spolling the sardine
fishery on the coast of Brittany, are to
be undertaken by a French torpedo |
hoat, |

Another Innovation in the Rusulnn‘
department of commerce and naviga-

‘ tion

i men

manifested a remarkable talent for mu-
sle, and 1t is lHkely that an early ap-
plication to technique Would have made
a virtuoso of him. As It was he was so
Infatuated with the study that immedi-
ately upon his graduation at the normal
school he entered the New England
Conservatory of Musle at  Boston,
where he became a pupil of Dr, Louls
Mauns, leader of the Boston Philharmos
nie, who found him possessed of much
musical ability,

In order to equip himself for actual
business and so escape the musiclan's
reputation of lack of practicality he
combined the study of stenography

with that of harmony, Under the in-
struction of James E. Munson, the
originator of the system bearing his

name, the young man became go inter-

ested In shorthand that he abandoned
musle and devoted all his energleg to
the acqulrement of the new art. Al-

though he never resumed the study of
theoretical music, Mr, Cortelyou
day one of the most notablg amateur
musiclans in the country. In thig dls-
tinetion he ranks with the veteran Carl
Schurz, of whom it has been affirmed
that If he had not been 8o great a pub-
licist he might have been an even
greater plunist,

When Munson was appointed official
stenographer of the superior court Cor-

Is to-

telyou became his assistant, Shortly
ifterward he resigned and began a
pedagoglieal  career which continued

four vears, It
that he

was durlng this period
married Miss Lily M. Hinds,
daughter of the Hempstead prineipal
After his marriage Mr. Cortelyou en-
tered the public service, first In the ca-
pacity of private secretary to various
minor government offcluls
1806 as stenographer to  President
Cleveland, He was promoted to exed
utive clerk in 1806, became
secretary to President MeKinley in
1808, and in 1900 he was Invited to act
a8 secretary to President Roosevelt
Although Mr. Cortelyou's elght vears
of eMcient service at the White House
made his continued presence there al
most a public necessity, he had made
80 many powerful friends that his furs
ther promotion was'a matter of course
His capacity for absorbing detail and
storing it for convenlent reference
made him invaluable to the chief execs
utive, and Mr. Roosevelt's appointment
of his secretary to the new department
of labor and commeree was inspired by

assistant

Ia the determination to open the
department to the employment of wo-
ns bookKkeepers, correspondents
and typewriters Independent of the
proportion of men employed,

The Marquls of Breadalbane owns a
service of gold plate which I8 one of
the finest in the world, Tt is valued at
$600.000, That of Lord Rothschild is
worth about $500,000,

The largest tree In the eastern hemi-
sphere, If not in the world, is a mon-

and in |

|

ry had not diminighed during Mr, Cors
telyou’'s short oversight of the new de-
partment was evidenced by his selecs
tion for the trying and most difcult

position of chalrman of the national
committee,
The Cortelyous have established a

very satlafactory position in Washing-
ton's soclal life, There are four chil-
dren, three boys and a small girl, and
the modest home In Maryland avenue
Is one of the most popular gathering
places on Capitol hill, It is especlally
frequented by the musical and literary
set, GEORGE W, SLOANE,

LOUISE OF ARGYLL.

Princess Loulse is the most retiring
member of the British royal family; so
much so, In fact, that she has a curious
objection to being photographed, and
there are bhut one or two portraits of
her in elreulation, When visiting any
health resort both the duke and duchess
prefer to go incognito and like to be
treated as ordinary visitors, As shows
Ing her royal highness' great objection
to “fuss” it is interesting to record that
when she desired to indulge In eyeling
saveral years ago she became a member
of a eyclists’ elub established at Chel«
sea under an assumed name and thus
learned to ride, Skating I8 the only
other physieal recreation of which the
Duchess of Argyll Is fond, She is a
singularly graceful skater, possessing a
knowledge of every trick In the way of
fancy skating, and, for a woman, I8 an
exceedingly good speed skater, It was
In Canada during husband's term
of office general that the

hey
i governor

| princess acquired her great skill on the

ice, and even among the native born

Canadinns she was noted for her cleve
irection,

erness Iin this di

WHAT GOLD BEATERS CAN DO.
Gold by hammering can
duce thin that

heaters re-

282,000

gold lenves so

must be lald upon each other to pro-
duce the thlckness of an inch, vet each
leaf Is g0 perfect and free from holes

that vne of them laid upon any surface,
ns In gilding, gives the appearance of
They are so thin that if
formed Into a book 1,600 would only o«
cupy the space of a single leaf of come
mon paper, and an octavo volume of an
ineh thick would have as many pages
a8 the books of a well stocked Hbrary
of 1,600 volumes with 200 pages In each.

solld gold

ster chestnut standing at the foot of
Mount Etna. The elrcumference of the
main  trunk at  sixty feet from the
ground is 212 feet,

The amount of innually res
celved In Greece from Greek emigrants
to the United States {8 assuming pro-
portlons that have attracted the attens
tion of the Greek government, bankers
and publie, Greek officials estimate
that over §1,930501.93 thus reached
Greece during 1903,

money
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