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WALLA WALLA COUNTRY.

A Garden of Beauty and Great Fer-
ﬁm.

¥Prolific in Luscious Fruits-Vast Yields
of Grain—Finest of Horses
and Cattle.

Warts Warra, Dec. 23, 1590,

The Walla Walla country originally em-
sraced all of Washington east fg’::;::
river, and that of Oregon tri
the Walla er:‘ ri";rri Walla Walla
county included all the tory now cotn-
prising Columbia, Garfield and Asotin
counties, and extended from the Oregon
line to the Snake river and opposite Lewis-
ton, Idaho. In 186 the Walla Walla
country was opened to settlement by pres-
jdental proclamation, ratifying the treaty
with the Indians made by Governor Stev-
ens. In 1875 the county was divided, and
Columbia county took the whole eastern
part. Out of Columbia, Carfield county
was carved in 1881, and Asotin has since
been taken out of Garield. Each of these
subdivisions has impressed its name upon
its particular eountry, and now the “Waila

Walia ” means little more than
the “Walla Walla county” of which this
article treats.

GEOLOGICAL AND TOPOGRAPHICAL.

At some time in its geological history
the Waila Walla country was overfiowed

about the Caseades in Oregon, on the Co-
lumbia river, to about Spokane Falls, and
varied in thickness from 2,000 feet at its
greatest thickness to only a few inches at
its northern extremity. This lava, now
decomposed to an unknown depth, makes
the exhaustless fertile soil of thegreat
wheat lands ofmm Washi:;gu?n.
Topographically the country is ng
prairie, sloping toward the Columbia and
#nake rivers at an average of sixty feet to
the mile. Walla Walla city has an alti-
tude of 1,000 feet above mean tide at As-

EAELY DEVELOPMESTS,

In 1850, when the Indian country was
opened to settlement, Walla Walla city
consisted of a few b:tngglingﬁbo:;?hmof
settlers, depending for the security ir
lives and property apon the United States

trict, and later the opening of mines in the
Elk City, Florence, Boise Basin and
Owyhee districts brought Walla Walla
into prominence as a trading place and
distributing center, and the town enjoyed
its first and only boom. In 1860 the pop-
ulation of the whole undivided ecounty
was 1,318. People came rapidly after this,
but were attracted by mining and specula-
tive purposes principally, and the country
settled up very slowly., The county was
considered adapted only to stock-raising
and, to a limited extent, to wheat-growing
in the valleys of the rivers aad creeks. In
1570 the population of Walla Walla county
was 5,302, and the assessed valuation of all
property was $3,187 000,

During all this time the country was not
self-supporting. Flour, bacon and all
other edibles, except beef, were shipped up
the Columbia to Wallula and hauled to
Tal'a Wella in wagons. Freight rates
were fabulously kigh.

In 1570 an inquisitive, experimental
farmer took up a homestead on the bench
land, which was covered with so heavy a
growth of bunch grass that two tons of
wild hay were cut on it per acre, dug down
seventy-two feet for drinking water, broke
up forty acres of sod, sowed wheat upon
it and astonished himseif and the world by
gathering an sverage of thirty-five bushels
of superior wheat from each acre sown on
breaking. His success proved that where
bunch grass grows there wheat will grow,
that the hill lands make better
grain fields than the creek bottoms,
and the raising of wheat rapidly became
the great industry of Walla Walla valley.
How to get this wheat to market was a
great problem. It was haoled to Wallula,
thirty miles away, by horse, mule and ox
teams, and thence taken down the Colum-
bia river in boats to The Dalles, around
which it was taken on a short railroad to
other boats, then to the Cascades, around
which it was taken by snother short rail-
road to other boats, which carried it to
Portland. Teamsters charged as high as
$13 a ton to haul wheat to Wallula, from
which point steamboat company
charged $ a ton to Portiand, and the
farmers made money raising wheat and
paying these enormous fre ight charges
Beeing the possibilities of the grain trans-
portation business of Walla Walla valley
Dr. D. 8. Baker, with a few associates,
organized a company and began the con-
siruction of a narrow gauge railroad from
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Wallula to Walla Walla, using at first
wooden rails, which were soon covered
with strap iron that gave place to iron
rails. This was the first railroad con-
structed in the Inland Empire., Its cars

did not run into Walla Walla until the
epring of 1876,

In IS80 there were exported from Walla
Walla 39,200 tons of wheat.
three little burr mills which ground wheat,
supplied the local market with tour and,
in 1530, exported 68,262 tons. The pioneer
millmen, H. P, Isaacs, I. T. Reese and A
H. Reynolds, long since replaced their
primitive mills with the finest Hour-mak-
ing machinery made, and the Hour indus
try has kept even pace with the enormous
growth of the wheat crop. In 1875 the

county was divided, and Columbia took

about two-thirds of the original county.

In 1530 the population of the reduced Walla |

Walla county was 8,718,
RELATIVE WEALTH AND IMPORTANCE.
Walla Walla is one of the smallest coun.
ties in the state. [t ranks sixth in wealth
and sixth in population, being exceeded by

King, Pierce, Spokane, Whitman and |
Whatcom. Since 1880 it has advanced
steadily, without a boom or o

modic growth, It has a characteristic soil
and climate. Walla Walla city has g
mean temperature of 53 degrees—the high.
est average of any city in the state.
county is the “garden spot” of the state.
The wheat lands, which so suddenly
usurped the cattle ranges, are fast giving
way to orchards and gardens, and wheat
farms worth $100 per zcre are worth 50
per acre in ten-acre tracts for orchands and
gardens,
for fertility, and the climate permits the
pertect growth of anvthing from winter
apples to cotion and peanuts. The surplus

ORCHAED AND GARDES.
In 1570 W. 8, Gilliam had 2 bearing orch-

thing grew to ? were ho
insert pests, the climate was just right, and
the soil, with or without , of the

Strawberries ripen the first week in May.
On the warm gravelly bottoms, with plenty
of irrigation, several crops are raised in
each season, and all are marketed at a
handsome profit. The industry bas as-

i organization

the crops, and the Walla Walla Fruit
Growers’ Association has recently been
formed to further thisend. The fruit and
garden belt of Walla Walla extends from
west of the city, st about Whitman sta-
tion, across the valley to the Oregon hills,
taking in Miiton, skirts the foothills of
the Blue mountains and inclndes the Dry
Creek valley. One of the needs of the
county is practical gardeners and orchard-
ists to develop these two great industries.
The belt here described inciudes only -thzt
part of the connty which is peculiarly
adzpted to raising very early crops, appar-
ently baving a climate all its own.
HORSES AND CATTLE.

Walla Walla is the natural home of the
horse. Colts mature as early asin Cali-
fornia, and bave better bone and muscle
than either California or Kentucky. This
important fact is fast becoming known to
horsemen. The Walla Walla Valley Con-
solidated Agricultural Society has the
finest mile track in the Northwest, and at
its annual fair may be seen colts represent-
ing such celebrated strains of blood as the
Jay Bird, William L., Bedouin-Sultan,
Meredith, Bellfounder, Nutwood, Caution-
Electioneer, Wilkes and others. All that
the horse requires to attain equine per-
fection is found in abundance bere. The
same is true of cattle. All the thorough-
bred strains are well ted. The
fine horses and cattle and beautiful homes
are the pride of Walla Walia.

IS AND AROUSD THE CITY.

Walla Walla city has a population of
8,000, It has a most desirable site, sloping
sixty feet to the mile, gravelly soil and
perfect drainage. Its healthfulness is un-
surpassed, no native malaria, no marshes
or stagnant water. Its clear, eold, mount-
ain spring water is the delight of every
visitor. Its altitude, 1,000 feet, is just
right; its climate, healthful. It has no lo-
cal diseases. Its markets are not equalled
for good things to eat, nor for cheapness.
It has beautifal homes, green lawns and
flowers all the year round. It haschurches
for all the orthiodox, and a prosperons lib-
eral society. Its educational institutions
are Whitman eollege, s High school, two
commodious public school buildings, with
1,500 pupils, 8t. Paul’s school for girls, the
Sisters’ school for girls, and 8t. Patrick’s
academy for boys and an excellent busi-
ness college. Thereis also a very lively
school for the heathen Chinese in success-
ful operation. It bas two building and
loan societies, a local and a national, both
doing good work. It is rich, moral, and
bappy.

Municipal improvemenis during 1850
were very marked. Many new streets
were opened and graded. A public school
building, costing $60,000, was built. Brick
and pressed brick and stone business
blocks, with a frontage of 1,509 feet, were
built at a cost of $410,000, and 163 resi-
dences erected at a cost of $200,000. The
city has but one insigniticant indebted-
ness, and its tax rate is very low. A large
and handsome industrial exposition build-
ing will shortly be completed, and will be
used to advertise the productions and re-
sources of the country.

The city is lighted by the arc electric
lights, and a very complete incandescent
plant is being put into the private resi-
dences and business houses, supplanting
gas in many instances. The question of
poiting in a complete system of sewers is
being agitated, with good prospects of
acceptance by the people. Walla Walla
presents a fire illustration of constant
growth and permanent prosperity with-
out the stimulus of adventitious causes,

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

Walla Walla county is one of the small-
est and wealthiest counties in the state.
Its population is 13,000, and its assessed
wealth in 1390 was $10,045,721, an increase
over the assessment of 1850 of $2,211,756.

The development of the agricultural
lands of the county was very great during
the past year. The Oregon & Washington
Territory railroad completed its lines
throngh Eureka Flat and opened up an
immense wheat country which was form-
erly too far from market. The same road
has also created a large business in ship-
ments of dour, other millstuffs, feed, cattle
and vegetables to the cities of Seatte, Ta-
coma and other Puget sound points, and
the better prices obtainable at Sound points
for wheat has given that road the bulk of |
the shipments from competitive points |
and created a feeling of mutual depend-
enceand co-operation between the two
great divisions of our state.

The completion of the Spokane branch
of the Union Pacific railroad opened up a
most desirable market in the Falls City
and the Caur d’Alene country for our
fruits and vegetables, besides giving us di-
rect communication with the great Pa-
louse country and its prosperous cities,

Although Walla Walla is an “old
county” there yet remain within her iim-
its many thousand acres of good govern-

ment lands and railroad lands awaiting the
settler. The attention of immigrants

There were |

spas- |

The |

The soil is unequaled anvwhere |
i {

siring homes outside of city limits is called
to this county and its any striking ad-
varntages as a place to build a home where |
all the comforts of life and many of its ‘
pleasures can be had at the least labor and |
the least cost. H. 8. Buasprorp, |

THE YAKIMA COUNTRY.

Fertile Region in Center of the
Ntate.

1

; The Soil Responds Prodigally to Culti- |
| vation of Fruits and Grains ~-Big
i Irrigating Schemes.

NortH Yaxima, Wash., Dec, 22, 1500,
The famous Yakima country, oecupying
| an area of nearly 6,000 square miles, at th
eastern base of the great Cascade rar
i has been transformed, within a few
from an arid prairie to a garden of prox
| tive beauty. The development of an
| gation system, which is yet far from o
piete, has made this region bloom
At the recent Northwest ind

! rose.
exposit at Spokane Falls, for th
did exhibit of Yakima county there were
fruit

vegetable and agricuitural proc
of every zone, grown on the fertile
| gated lands of the county. The exh
uded the most perfect specimens of |

ts, watermelons, huge root vegetables |
i cabbages, Indian corn, cereals of all kin is,
{ -alfalfa, tobacco, sagar cane and cotton— |
| composing the largest variety of vegetable

| ucts,

Yakima county extends eastward 15
miles from the summit of the Cascade
mountains to the angle in the Columbia
river, where it touehes the Oregon bound-
ary, and lies between the Wenatchee river
on the north and the Klickitat on
the south. It embraces the fertile aliuvial
plains of the Yakima, Cowyche, Natchess,
Wenas, Seiah, Abhtnum and Taupiniah
valleys. By the aid of irrigation pumps,
millions of acres of the ‘most productive
land can yet be reclaimed. The climate of
this region is about the same as thatof
Northern California. The temperature is
modised by the southwest trade winds
which sweep through the great gap in the
Cascades formed by the Columbia river,
and the sun shines nine-tenths of the year.
The annual rainfall is about eight inches,
The streams, however, sowing through
the county, ecarry wster enough
from the glaciers of the Cascades to give
water to all the region, and the perfection
of a system of irrigation will reclaim ail
the arable lands of this fruitful plain.
Perhaps no other region of America will
produce 3o great a variety of natural pro-
ducts. The annual hay crop of the county
is immense, and yieids a proat to the pro-
ducer of §7 per ton. Large quantities of
watermelons, syrup manufactared from
sorghum, and peanuts are produced for
market. The watermelons of Yakima are
farzous for their size and Insciousness. The
soil is especially adapted for fruits of all
kinde, and large quantities of the choicest
varieties are annually produced. The
famous Moxee experimental farm is lo-
cated within a few miles of the city of
North Yakima. The principal owners of
this farm are Gardner G. Hubbard, of
Washington City, . C., and William Ker,
esq., of Moxee. This company has carried
the sciencc of irrigation to a high degree.
The main ditch is eighteen feet on the bot-
tein, and calculated 1o carry a depth of
three feet of water. It winds around the
foothills of the beautiful Mozee valley.
Alfalfa, producing three crops per year,
bops, tobacco grapes, apples, peaches,
pears and cereals of ail kinds are produced
in great quantities and in rare perfection
on this great farm. Large quantities of
cigars are manufactured from the tobacco.

The city of North Yakima is beautifully
situated in the heart of the sunny Yak-
ima region, on the Northern Paciuc rail-
road, at the conduence of the Natchess
and Yakima rivers. All the fertile valleys
of the region are immediately tributary to
it. Although the city was not platted
until 1885, yet it now contains a population
of over 3,000,and is growing rapidly. It
has made decided material advances dur-
ing the past year. The development of
the vast Yakima plains by irrigation,
which is only a question of a short time,
will make it the center of a vast area of
unexcelled productiveness. Many new
irrigation schemes for the reclamastion of
many hundred thousand acres have been
projected the past year. The rapid in-
crease of population of ghe Sound cities,
and the expansion of the home market for
food products of all kinds, will doubtless
hasten the reclamation of this fruitful
region, and make it a great source of sup-
ply for the beavy future population of
Western Washington. E.G.E.

THE BIG OCEAN INLET.

Development and Prosperity at Gray’s
Harbor.

Claims as a Commercial Port—A Safe
Bar—Thriving Cities and Ambi-
tious Towns.

Geay's Harsor, Dec, 25, 1590,

Gray’'s harbor is clearly entitled to be
ranked amongst the first of the five im-
portant inlets of the Pacific. Itisthe most
important ocean harbor north of S8an Fran-
cisco, except the Columbia, the value of
its exports and imports being second only
to those of the great river. Its lumber in-
dustry has assumed proportions that make
it a respectable rival of Puget sound for its
coastwise trade, and its hshing and agri-
cultural resources are assuming more than
local importauce. The expansion of its
interests during the year has been notable,
and the growth of population has been
very heavy.

As shown upon any map of Washington,
Gray’s barbor is heart-shaped, and ex-
tends inland from the ocean a distance of
t.fteen miles to the mouth of the Chehalis
river, and in width is ten miles from north
to scuth. Outside the harbor, and before
its entrance, is the usual bar, about one-
third of a mile across. Across thebarisa
channel, having an average width of about
1,500 feet, and carrying a depth of water at
low tide of nineteen feet at its shallowest
point. The harbor contains 6,000 acres of
anchorage area where the water is of
greater depth than twenty-five feet at low
tide. The outside bar permits, at high
tides, which rise upon it from eight to ten
feet, the passage of ocean vessels of heavy
draught. Thechannel by which the harbor
iz entered runs in a northeasterly direction
through the harbor with depths of water
from twenty-two feet upwards, directly to
the wharf of the town of Gray's Harbor.
The harbor is practically land-locked, af-
fording perfect protection in storms. The
particular merit of the Gray’s harbor bar

| is that the channel across is perfectly

straight and unmistakable, having on
either side a well-detned line of breakers,
So clear is the channel that vessels enter
during storms with ease and comparative
security. In the hundreds and thousands
of times the bar has been crossed by in-
coming and outgoing vessels since 1792, the
date of its discovery, not one wreck or
serious mishap has occurred—a record that

| is significant of the value and safety of the
rossing.

The resources of Gray’s harbor are

va No part of the vast timber belt of

gton excels in value, extent, avail-
or importance that of Gray's
oasin. There are tributary to Gray's
or 1,700,000 acres of land densely cov-
ered with forests of red and white fir,
spruce and cedar, estimated to contain
from 20,000 to 100,000 feet per acre, making
a total of about 90.000.000,000 feet of lum-
ber., In the basin of the Chehalis river,
flowing into the harbor, there are about
40.000,000,000 feet, making an extraordi-
nary tétal of 130,000,000 000 feet of Inmber in
the tree tributary to Gray’s harbor alone.

{ The amount of standing timber in Wash-

ington is, in round figures, 4000

feet,

000,000
Twenty streams with their tributar-
1is great area, and afford ready
ng logs to the harbor.

e agricuitural resources are unexcelled
in any part of Washington. The valley of

{ the Chehalis river is very fertile in all

manner of vegetable, grain and fruit prod-
The river bottoms of the Huomp-
ulups and Satsop, and, in less extent, of
the Hoquiam and Wishkah, produce aston-
ishing crops of hay, all manner of root
vegetables and cereals. Claims of ten and
y acres are sufficient to sustain a
in comfort. The greater part of the
ipic country, with its wealth of min-

{ erals and timber, is tributary to Gray's

nardor.

Many bundred settlers have
taken up claims in the agricultural region

| between the mountains and the ocean and

barbor, during the year, and begun culiti-
vation of the soil. The bottom lands are
covered with a light growth of alder and
vine maple, and are easily cleared. The

{ odd sections of land.

the early ing, the grade being nearly
compleie su‘)mlhe town of Aberdeen. Be-
tween thirty-ive and forty miles of the
grade of the Hunt reilroad were finished
from Centralia west. The operation of
these two railroads, connecting with local
and transcontinental lines, means that
Gray’'s harbor shall be a point of trans-
shipment for the products of the state—
notably coal and grain. The Lewiscounty
coal teids, of approved value and great ex-
tent, are tributary to the harbor, and their
output will be shipped here. The Hunt
system of railroads is already in operation
through the grain beit in Eastern Wash-
ington, and the principal object of con-
siruction to Gray's barbor is connection
of the two lines and shipment of grain via
Gray’s harbor. f

A very important advantage of Gray's
harbor is the entire absence of the wharf-
destroying pest, the teredo. Wharves here
stand for many years; elsewhere it is
necessary to renew piling once in two or
three years, becanse of the depredations of
this very mischievous pest. The teredo
cannot live here on account of the fresh-
water character of the harbor, caused by
copious discharges from many tributary
streams.

There is a number of fourishing towns on
the harbor, as follows: Aberdeen, Ho-
quiam, Gray’s Harbor, Cosmopolis, Ocosta
&nd South Aberdeen. [The towns of Aber-
deen and Hoquiam are reviewed else-
where. ] 5

TOWS OF GRAY'S HARBOR.

The town of Gray’s Harbor is on the
north side of the harbor. three and a baif
miles below Hoquiam. Itsclaims are that
it is the only town on the harbor that is
accessible from deep water, the channel
above being shallow and preventing the
passage of any but light-draught vessels.
Gray’s Harbor has advanced materially
during the year. About §175000 has been

expended by the Gray’s Harbor Company |

this year and a part of last in improving
the townsite, opening strietz and con-
structing a wharf across the tide dats to
Gray’s Harbor. Seventy-uve buildings
have been erected, at a cost of over $150.-
000. A sawmill, with a capacity of 30,000
feet per day. has been started by the
Terminus Mill Company, and = large brick
plant, with a capacity of 20,000 brick per
day, is ready for operation. This is one of
the most compiete brick plants in Wash-
ington. There is a variety of retail stores,
restaurants, blacksmith shop. hotel, real
estate offices, cooper shops and saloons.
Plans are laid for a large future for
Gray's Harbor. Itis by contract the ter-
minus of the Hunt raiiroad, and there is
a very strong probability that the North-
ern Pacine will extend to this point.
There is a stretch of tide fats one mile in
width in front of the town, through which
it is proposed to construct artificial deep-
water channels from the natural channels,
The townsite company has secured the
right to use the Bowers dredge for this
purpose. Adjacent to these channels will
be built wharves for shipping. It is ex-
pected to make this an important point
for the shipment of coal, grain, lumber
and other products.
ray’s Harbor is 523,

n’lhwn by'tc Jof census. The place

has a very creditable weckly newspaper,
the Gray's Harbor Times.
OTHER TOWNE.

Ocosta, on the south side of Gray’s har-
bor, is to be reached by the Northern
Pacific railroad, the grade being nearly
completed. A number of houses have
been buiit during the year and several in-
dustries established. A wharf to deep
water has been built.

South Aberdecrn is on the souta side of
the harbor, directiy o_rosite Aberaeer.
A nomber of baldizgs nsee bren eratzd
during the year.

I have attempted in the foregoing to
illustrate, in a pisin way, the merits of
Gray’s harbor as a eommercial port. A
complete statement of our claims and
advantages, resourcés and expectations
would take a great deal of spa::e.E

kB P,

ON THE LOWER COLUMBIA.

Home of the Logger and Bottom Land
Farmer.

The Canning Industry—20,000,000 Feet
of Logs During Past Season—Pros-
pect of Railroads.

Carsvawer, Wash,, Dec. 25, 1590,
Entering the mouth of the Columbia
river and bhaving traversed about twenty
miles you reach Wahkiakum county,
which borders on the Columbia for a dis-
tance of nearly forty miles. Whileata
sufficient distance from the Pacite to es-
cape the wild ocean storms, still the inda.
ence of the sea breeze is felt and malaria
and similar ills of inland dwellers are un-
known. The county is smaill in popala-
tion, having about 2,7 people, and it
speaks well for the general healthfulness
of the district when I say there isnota

medical man located within its borders.
In the Elokomni, Skamokawa, Gray’s
river and other small valleys opening on
the Columbia is some fine land which

readily yields four tons of hay to the acre. |

The farmers zre principally engaged in
dairying.

everdow in extreme high water, were

thought to be valuele-s; but now they are | ¢ x 3 ;
s i greatest height, 5,150 feet, is reached.

all occupied by settlers, and when gotten
under more extensive cultivation will
make Wahkiakum a rich farming county,

A few years ago the tide lands |

2 | he river. which are subject to | ¥ parall
Iying along the river, which are subject to ! teen miles distant from the st

as the land is the richest on the globe and, |

like the country adjacent to the Nile, is in-
exhaustiblie on account of the annual over-
flow.
the Columbia being nearly three miles
wide in this vicinity, and the rise is slow
and moderate compared to freshets in the
back country.

The country is essentially a timber one,
and lumbering and salmon fishing are the
chief industries of the inhabitants.

These foods are not dangerous, | ;¢ 00 ¥ Howing into the straits and Hood
eanal and those lowing into Gray's harbor and |

| abov

Prob-

ably 20,000,000 feet of logs were manufac. |

tured the last season, most of which were
consumed by Portland miils.

rge tracts of fine fir timber here, and |
. e e ! 1300 square miles, or 830,000 acres, $1.000 scres
| surveyed. west of the mountains and on waters

during the last year large bodies have

been acquired by Michigan lumbermen. | g

Logs range 1n price from $5%0 $6. Business |

in this line is somewhat retarded by uncer-
tainty as to the ownership of most of the

government allowed the Northern Pacine
railroad to sell these lands as part of their
grant, but
them open for settlement.
both claim lands and till a decision by the
supreme court, where suiis have been ap-
pealed, a great many titles are uncertain.

The seven canneries in the counry put
up about one-third of the salmon pack of
the state, and, as the salmon caught here
are the finest in the world, with proper

For ten years the | 2 - .
{ south fork of Quinaiult, each drain =

! achievements of the year.

protection by the state to prevent the ex-
ter-inaﬁo:,d' the nsh, this 'n’ll';l::'”iu:
main an important industry. i

and last fishermen have beem enabled to
son closed by catching sturgeon, which are
caught in the winter and shipped frozen to
the East by New York dealers.

Cathlamet and Skamokawa are the
principal places among Wahkiakom’'s
small towns. The former is
the «county s=eat and was settled
in 1845 by Mr. James Birnie, a Scotchman
and ex-officer of the Hudson Bay Com-
pany. Here he raised a large family, and
here gathered many of the prominent men
of the Northwest of those times to enjoy
his generous hospitalits. The town was
platted about two years ago, and is a popu-
lar place of resort for summer visitors.
The next summer will probably witnessa
bailding boom, as Mr. Alexander Birnie
proposes, in response to the demand, to
lay off a large tract in acre lots, where
Portiand people can establish summer
residences and still be within a night's
journey of the city.

Skamokawa is the outlet for three small
valleys. At this place is the location of
the Columbia River Lumber and Mann-
facturing Company. The mill has a capac-
ity of about 65,000 feet per day,and isat
present shut down for the addition of an
abandoned plant being brought out from
Michigan.

Railroad surveyors are now runninga
line through the county, and with the in-
gress of capital and larger transportation
facilities the next year will probably see
Wahiakum’s assessed vaiuation of $434,235
largely increased. H. M. MostcoMERY.

THE WILD OLYMPIC RANGE.

Its Mysteries Revealed to Exploring
Parties.

Abounds in Magnificent Timber and Fer-
tile Valleys -Home of the Elk
and Large Game.

Geay's Hazrsor, Wash., Dec. 18, 1590,

The thorough exploration of the great
Olympic peninsula, in the northwestern
part of Washington, is amongst important
For many
years it had been regarded as a terra incog-
nita, all but inaccessible use of the
fierce aspeet of the Olympic mbuntains and
the bheavy growth of timber that
covers it on ail parts; and many fales
were told of the riches, mineral and agri-
cultaral, behind the great barrier that ap-
parently forbids all access from Puget
sound. Prospectors, hunters and home-
seekers had attempted to penetrate the
great unknown region; and, though they
met with more or less snccess, none re-
turned with very lucid accounts of the
character, topography or resources of the
country. Enough was learned, however,
to give cenfirmation to previous reports that
here was a country of great possibilities,
and, as years passed on and other parts of
the state became populated more and
more, the desire of learning what is the
exact nature of the peninsula, and of
giving a deunite and authoritative account
of it to the public became generally cur-
rent. About 1585, the government decided
to take the matter in charge, and dele-
gated Lieutenant Frederick Schwatka, the
noted Arctic explorer, to make the ex-
cursion. Other matters intervened, how-
ever, and, later, Lientenant J. P. O’Neil
was instructed to explore the mountains.
Lieutenant O’Neil started in at Port
Cresent, on the Straits of Fuca, but he had
penetrated only a few miles when he was
recalled and dispatehed on other duties.

The first successful systematic attempt
was made by C. A. Gilman, ex-lientenant
governor of Minnesota, and his son, 8. (.
Gilman. These two entered the Olympics
from Gray’'s harbor, on the southwest, in
October, 1589. They went up the coast to
Quinaiult agency, thence followed the
course of the stream, dowing in a south-
westerly direction from the mountains,
They penetrated to Mount Constance, the
highest peak of the range, and then, strik-
ing ancther fork of the river, followed it to
iLeir stariing place. Not content with one
tvin. they went around to the Straits of
Fuaez, and thence directly aeross the penin-
sula souih, and west of the mountains, to
Gray’s harbor. It was in the midst of win-
ter, and the two explorers suffered incredi-
ble hardskhips on the way. They finished
January 4.

A little later a party was sent out by the
Seattle Press. This party entered from the
north, and, crossing the mountains and
striking the Quinaiult, went down to the
Quinaialt reservation and Gray’'s harbor.
This party, which was also in the moun-

| tains several months in dead of winter,
| suffered severe hardships.

Last July, a government expedition, un-
der charge of Lieut. J. P. O'Neil, started in
from Hood's canal, and traversed thor-
oughly every part of the peninsula. This
party had many queer and exciting adven-
tures in the mountains, but emerged safely
on Gray's barbor about October 1.

Several parties, sent out by Norman R.
Kelly and others, have likewise gone into
the reservations. and altogether the sum
of knowledge as to their character is about
complete. The effect is to divest them of
that glamour of romance which has bung
over them for years, and to expose them
in their true light—of a country very
mountainous, with streams abounding in
tish, with vales of great fertility, with tim-
ber resources of immense value, and with
game of the larger varieties in almost un-
told numbers. The mineral wealth of the
country is as yet an uncertain quantity.
It may and it may not be very rieh in this
respect. The report prepared by the Gil-
mans concerning the peninsula is com-
plete and concise. It is given:

The Olympic peninsula is fifty miles wide on
the south, ninety on the north side, and about
eighty miles lonz. It contains about 5.600 square
miies, or 5,555,000 scres.  The Olympie moun-
tains, from which the peninsula takes its name,
e nce in the form of a long range near Ca
¥, and extend from there southessterly,
parallel, and their summits, about six-
Taits, and gradual-
il at Mount Olympas,
teen miles south of Port Angeles, their
From
Mount Olympus the summit of the range runs a
iittle south of east to Mount Copstance, 7,770
feet high, twelve miles west of Quilcene. Then
it bears south about 30 degrees, west twenty

i y sint near Lake Cushman., then west
ighteen miles to the Quinainit river, just
the lake. sSuch is the general course of
the main riuge that forms the divide between

the ocesn. of the 5,600 square
miles in the peninsnuils there are
sbout 294 square miles, or 1,800,000 scres of
mountains, apd 2,60 square miles, or 1495000
acres, of land suitable for settlement, distrib
uted as follows: Four bundred and fifty square
miles, or 200,000 acres, mostly surveyed, on the
porth and east sides ziong the straits and Hood's

canal, %00 square miles, or 575,000 acres, mostly |

surveyed, on the south side of the mountains,

There are | DOTth 0f the Chebalis river and Gray's harbor, |
ACT re |

:nd arained by the Satsop, Wynooehie, Whish-
ah,

owing direet W the Pacific ocean, the prineipal
streams of which are the Osette, the Quillayute
and its four branches, the In‘.ck{. the Solduck,
the Killawabh and the chiel; the Hobh,
Queets, Rait, Quinainit, Moclipse snd Chehalis,
Three of these streams, the Solduek, Hob and
part of

| Mount Glympus, the east fork of Quinaiu’t head-
| ing in Mount Constanee. «The Queets pencirates

for the last five has deciared |
Grantees from |

the interior 1o a considerable distance. Nome of
them sre navigable at® present for steamboats,
sithough the four largest of them ecould
be made so for fifteen or twenty miles each
&t ‘s moderste ex
be nsvigated with

logs to within a few miles of their hesd. Along
them and their branches are in the meighbor-
hood of 256 square miles, or 224,600 acres, of rich
bottom land. The soil generally between the
mountains and coatt is well -hm
when cleared, for grazing and

| Columbia river upon a portion of h

Hoquism and Humptuiups rivers; and |

{iﬂ f u"o'é o .tlf:e'm
o v miles w
-eld'gn pg;:nte the inta?or. and theo only for
a few days at a time in pursuit of eik, which
they kill for their hides and borns, seidom tak-
ing more then & few pounds of the meat. Quin-
aiult lake, eighteep miles northeastof the mouth
the river, ‘l;‘;.c?u and a hd:o %k?mhgz-w""
miles wide, rom seven - '
There is not a harbor oun;.be const between
Nezh bay and Gray's barbor. 4 5 &
The principal agricultural region it will
be seen from the report, lies on the west
and south of the range. The richness of
the valley of the Quillayute has been
known for many years, and was first taken
advantage of twenty years ago. Reports
of its fertility are almost incredible. The
soil isof a rich, black sandy loam, that
raises a variety of crops, and is particu-
larly well adapted to the production of
vegetables, The pasturage for sheep, hogs
and cattle is excellent, and the abund-

2

ant rainfall renders failare of
crops an impossiblity. The winters are
long and wet, but snowfalls

are rare. The summers are cool and pleas-
ant. The settlers are happy and prosper-
ous, though sadly hampered by lack r_»f
transportation facilities. Indeed, their
isolation has rendered the production of
surplus crops useless, as there is no market
for them. Life in the Quillayute is there-
fore somewhat condacive to idieness.
There is a reasonable prospect that a rail-
road will soon be built across from Port
Crescent, on the Straits of Fuca, to Gray's
harbor, tapping the vales of the Quilla-
yute, Humptulups, Queets, Hoh, Pysht
and others. These places are of the same
character as the Quillayute, and will, it is
said, produce just as richly.

The report of Lientenant O’Neil has not
yet been made public, but he has on vari-
ous occasions expressed himself as im-
pressed with the value and importance of
the great untouched resources of the Olym-
pic country. It has an unlimited supply
of timber, he says, and in many places

there are bottom lands exceedingly valu- !

able for agricultural purposes. Promi-
nent among trees, Lieutenant O'Neil
mentions the larch  and Alask

habit the Kettle river.
always that of a gentien
does not dress stylishly, 2
fine ranch of 1000 acres
and is very friendly to
yass through the reserve, s g
do in going northwang
Columbia. He has over 358
range and delights in
face egotist whenever gopsaie
and Le seldom fails,
are law. He is
ply for example and gy
“drunk and disorderiy ” iy g o
crime to his code. As gn ann
winter two Indians in g
bottle of whisky acei dis
pistol, causing the death ¢ o
dusky admirers of the -
fortunate siwash was
for the offense, found :
carlessness and being drunk gud’
the timely interference of h
agent, would have ¢ 3
apon the galiows in ten fr
conviction. Tonasket's .
and a few of his relatives
in cabins and raise small com
and hay to meet the current des
their live stock. They dongt
the ghost theory at all.
and inviting dispos‘tion that per
home of Tonasket and his pe
many white brothers-in-law gre g
upon his dominion. It is easle
this should be 0 when cther whis
are prohibited. We presame
reason that when a buek
his tribal reiations and
clothes, he is ciothed }
franchise of citizenship. A wi
don the blanket and work in §
savagery.

Several small fragments of §
along the Columbia river. AtNem
| where Moses and his fow wa
{ their families, in all 200 v g
| ful abode. Moses is, without exs
one of the finest specimens of hum
ture to be encountered anywhe
stands full six feet in his
tips the scales at 225 pounds
| a highly inteilectual and w
formed on ail matters of
importance as he is perfect in
ogical make-up. He talks
but seldom engages in conven
than in his own tongue. In
! neighborhood is Chief Joseph, o
fame. He lives with about f
tribe and knows no other
at peace with all the world,

ably on hand to get his rations. ng u

The Indian population of a
will number less than six or ¢ ov
dred actual residents. They at coal

peaceable and industrious,
not. They are lazy and
the government feeds them
mate is conducive to good
certain crop of farm produet e
with the slightest care. Itis &
so small a number of Indians |
possession of so vast, beauti
portion of our state, with
possibilities of an empire. -

cedar. Both are finishing woods of
value many times exceeding that of ordin-
ary timber. Alaska cedar is, probably, the
rarest and most costly soft wood in the
United States, and larch is hardly inferior
in quality or price. Both these varieties
are found in great abundance in the Olym-
pics.

There are copper deposits in the Olym-
pics claimed to be very valuable. A large
belt has been found on the Humptulups
and another on the Skohomish. It is quite
possible that when developed they will be
ascertained to be of very good quality.

ers in large numbers have gone into
the Olympia country during the year.
They have taken up claims mostly on the
west side of the mountains. It cannot be
doubted that when the country is opened
up theirs will be found to be amongst the
very valuable claims of the state.

E. W. Porrock,

THE MOSES RESERVATION.

Forbidden to Settlement by White
Men.

Eager Prospectors Long to Invade the
Eed Man’s Reserve — Fabled
Wealth and Resources.

Covvirre, Wash., Dec. 20, 1390,

The Colville Indian reservation com-
prises an area of about 5,000 square miles.
It is largely a mountainous country and
covered with a heavy growth of timber.
About one-fourth of the area, comprising
800,000 acres, is valuable agricultural land.
At $5 per acre one-fourth of this land
would be worth all of $4,000,000, to say
nothing of the value of the other three-
fourths of the territory set aside for the
liberty-loving savages to lazily exist upon
at government expense. Neither have we
valued the timber or the mineral wealth
that abounds in unknown millions in the
rock-ribbed mountain fastnesses of that
reservation that is as large as the state of
Connecticut. This reservation is eut in
twain by a range of mountains that slope
westward to the Okanogan county line and
eastward and south to the Columbia river
that divides it from the civilization of
Stevens county. These sloper are mottled
with timber and prairie openings of bunch
grass. The iowlands are such as lie along
the valleys of streams emptying into the
Columbia. Every now and then are
beautiful stretches of country that
would make the agricuiturist and t;rchard-
ist smile with envy. The Columbia river
bench lands are very fine, and orchards
that a few of the christianized siwashes
have been induced to cultivate exhibit a
wonderful capacity for the production of
fruit in almost endless variety. The
Kettle river valley i its general nature is
somewhat like that of the Colville. The
land near the stream is very productive of
bay, and the uplands, that are gravelly
soil, produce remarkable vields of wheat,
oats, barley, potatoes and other merchant-
able farm produce. The mountains along
the Kettle river on either side are rich in
minerals. Gold exists in rich bodies of
white or sulphurets of iron, also copper.
Silver and lead bave been found in large
and very rich ledges. Itis hard for the
prospector’s conscience to look across the
; is own
country, o rich and yet forbidden his in-
spection. Still, despite the efforts of the
agency to keep away white people from
the reservation, they do go over there, and
not a few of these sturdy frontiersmen are
quietly pursuing their vocation. One man
bas shown the writer a collection of min-
eral that he has gathered from the reser-
vation, including mieca in beautiful sheets
a foot square; also a specimen of pure
amt{miw coal that he claims came from
a ledge three feet thick at a depth of four.
teen ;’ee: from the surface, and located on

river, and ing i
b ot bRt humerable specimens
It is indeed a rich count in-
habited by less than a thans::d"ingei‘a:;
balf of whom come from British Columpy
regions or the interior towns of our own
country where they inhabit the surburbs
and drink nre water al} summer and con-
gregate at the agency to draw their quota
of Wwagon supplies for winter, ete. ete.
which they take away with them .to be,
su;ppedkon'_iorbmore fire water.
Onasket is the name of the bi i
the tribe, numbering about e ot
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