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LGHT OF ASIA.

Arnold Eejoices in the
~ friumph of Japan.

cE CONTAIN HIMSELF

Too Extravagant to Predict
Mistress of the Orient Seas
~The Jap’s Sense of Honor.

ONDON, April %.—

his land and his
Iy than 1 hav

“Japan's victory
gression that

people even more hearti-

Is the greatest pro-
€ the world has seen
ihe American coionies won their
For uncounted centurics an
impassable boundary existed between the
England broke it down
so that India was open: America, through
Perry, broke it down o that Japan was
open, _.\nl’ Japan has broken It down so
that China—greatest of them a

“I do not mean

West and East

f that that China wiil
LOW, or, perhaps, @rer, enterinto the coi-
umn of progressivé nations
Ol g0 far enough in her victory to
government-—a

with few changes s!

i
whom she has to

Japan has a proph-
can scarcely con-

over her victory:
ok predict bt
things for her, and

who is happy at ner

prospect, despite
the fact that a part
of predict

through her wil
iy and the U
y stricken. Y lishman
has bee nighted 1 the queen;
man verbubbling patriot-
America, took an
wife and i3 admired and re- |
by Americans He' is Sir Edwin
#,ccl'hm"“'! as the author of “The
of Asla” and many vther wonderfui
3 and lately by his—shall we call it
nia? For the most delightful
afternocon of my stay in Londen
to him indebted,
d and the English evince an even
interest in Japan and her recont
tha? does America. The papers
print Jess detajled news of the war,
they print more comment on Its pos-
gesuits and take the whole thing
seriously than we do. A part of |
can be atiributed

» is an |

they have been infected with &

et In England who | stupidity and barbarie Cohher v

tain bimseif for joy |
man who kilied

chosen by the Iguna bird for her young.
This bird mjects) a substle pofgon into the
worm she selects for her family's focd
which paralvzes it and without killing it
States will be se- |
was China’s Igtina bird
into her veins a poison which has made her
comatose for many
1%, in one sense, a dead thing which Japan
has conquered, and
will ever come to normal life.
a valuable corpse,

“But Japan wiil be from now on the
great eivilizing,

He introduced

China she will let the whole world rcap
the advantages of
will introduce such
are possibie into the interior wt
been absolutely stationary for cent
The day when jucifer matches and m
and raliroads and other resulis of civill-
zatlon can pe sahut out of one of the rich-
est and broadest countries In the world,
to the fact that | ended with the decisive battle of ths

e - S8IR BDWIN ARNOLD.

(From a recent photograph.)

due to the fact that this is a nation
experts on foreign affairs.

“Jam not In any sense betraying the
suntry of which I become more proud
. moment that I stay im this one,
Wen 1 acknowlédge that in forelgn pol-
¥r. In forelgn representation, In every-
: pertaining to the conduct of affairs
a8 judgment of affairs away from home,
M seem mere clumsy amatears when
‘mpared to Engllshmen. It is thelr spe-
E ghlty, it Is not ours. Our state depart-
& Bent changes with every political re-

Japan-China war.
“Japan is great morally

d is willing to take almost any- |
seriously, from the Prince of Wales !
88 Amerlcan joke; but apart of it Is |

last left Japan Count [to asked me w

1 would advise ' tai

men in the world, as they are the most '

rapid. And when one realizes that this
ability and capacity can be obtained
there for an averags of 3 cents a day
Against from §1.9 gpward in America and
4 shillings upward in England, . it §s rot
Bard 1o see that there is reason in what
I say. I believe that Japan .
long, play very hot with Manchester, our
great Engitsh manufacturing ce
there are Americ i ¥
they may not feel the evil effests of this
modern progression quickly, will not feel
them less seriously ia the end.

- And eotton s only one of the Indus-
trial branches of which Japan is des-
tined to become the queen. In silk grow-
ing and silk making and the labor and
resources of China which she wiil devel-
op she will be supreme, and in an infi-
nitely varied and infinitely numerpus list
of other industries in which cheap labor
must be the ~hief element—such as match
making-she will rule the world.”

After the knight bad made these im-
poriant predictions—and it is right to say
that nearly the entire English.press and
most of the important English statesmen
agree with him—he went into an analySis
of the Japanese, their religion, their cos-
toms, their women. their morals, their
manners, that was fascinating in the ex-
treme. It shoula be stated that, because
of Sir Edwin Arnold's stateme: that
what we consider immorality does not ex-
st in Japan, although In almost every
Japanese city a portion of the town is
given over to the occupation of what we
would call abandoned women. ne bhas
been intensely criticized of late. He ex-
plained to me clearly what he méant.

“A people must be judged,” said he
“by the same standards of right and
wrong on which they act. Judged from
the Japanese point of view, and€rom the
point of view of the Japanese religion—
Buddhism—Japan is without vice. I ean
perhaps make my meaning clearer when
{I say that to me, a European, who has
studied her, Japan seems to be the least
immora and the most unmgoral country
in the world To me her women gre
pure, even though they be members of
the class which Europeans condemn: to
me her men are high-minded and unsel-
fish.”

“The Japanese are a noble people. That
is ever true of a mation in which the wo-
men lead The women of Japan are bet-
%er than the men, and they are the na-
tion's power. Like your little North
American animal, the ermine, they are
ever white, no matter how life places
them. They will not soll. They are
model, modest end upright.

“It is the women who govern in Japan,
despite the infernal laws by which they
are surrounded. They are the masters,
and they will make Japan into a magnifi-
cent nation. One of the finest women in
Japan is the empress. The religion of
the nation iives In the women They
preserve its plety. I shall never forget
the mornings when I have delightedly
seen them going to the temple laughing:
then seen them laughing. put their ba-
bies down, and then, still laughing, as
happy and innocent as the birds of hea-
ven, clap thelr little hands together in
order to let Almighty God know that
they have something to say to Him. Jop-
anese religion I8 nine-tenths mirth and
one-tenth fear. It is the women who
keep up the marvelous famjly love of
the Japanese. They care for the aged with
a tenderness of which we can have but
slight conception. They mourn for the
dead with a sympathetic grief and lofty
sentiment of loss which mean the very
highest h#art development. Tell me that
a Japanese women Is vile because ehe
does not conform to our ideas of moral-
ity and I will laugh at you.”

“Are they capable of intellectual devel-
opment?” [ asked.

“Of the highest,” he promptly an-
wered.

. “Rut it 1s not their brains which%will
make the Japanese one of the most valu-
able of the future peoples—valuable be-
cause of the elevating, humanizing in-
fluence which they will have upon the
others. It is their omniprescent seif-re-
spect and thelr homogeneousness. Take
a handful of Japanese from a south \i!.-
lage and another handful from a north
village and place them side by side. and
you will not see them separated by differ-
ing customs, differing views or se tional
prejydices. Japanese are Japariese, no
matter where they are or how situated.
Their patriotism is sublime and inv
ble. This is because of the unive
stinct of self-respect of which I have spo-
ken. This is as Invariable in the meanest
coolie as it is In the highest noble. What
a Japanese savs he will do will be d«
paccording to his code of honor as cer-
; as the sun will rise.

—————————

not a jarge nation in =ize, vast undevel.
oped territory. She will control the Pa-
Sir Edwin llves modestly for a rich
London notable, but there ts no flat In
New York so large as his Is drawing
room is nearly ¥ feet Jlone, -and no
apartment in all London witneases more
pieasant and generous hospitality. He is
a cosmopolitan of cosmopolitans.
EDWARD MARSHALL,

A VEGETABLE PYTHON.

The Wild Fig Vine Rinds Rig Forest
Trees With Bands as of Iron.
The Guiana Forest,

Woe betide the forest gilant whea he
falls into the cluiches of the clusia or
fig. Ita seeds being provided with a pulp,
which is very pleasant to the taste of a
mreat number birds, are carried from
tree to tree and depositad on the branch-
es. Here it germinates, the leafy stem

rising upward and the roots flowing, as |

it were, down to the trunk until they

reach the soil. At first these aerial roots |
are soft and delicate, with apparently no !

more power for evil than s0 many
streams of piteh, "'which they resemble In
their slowly Tflowing motion .downward.
Here and there they branch, especially

if an obstruction is met with, when the !

stream either changes its course or di-
vides to right and left.

Meanwhil
veloped, which push themseives through
the canopy above and get into the light,
where their growth is enormously accel-
erated. As this takes piace the roots
have generally reached the ground and
begun to draw sustéenance from below to
strengthen the whele plant. Then comes
a wonderful development. The hitherto
soft aerial roets begin to harden and
spread wider and wider, throwing out side

branches which flow into and amalgamate |
with each other untll the whole tree |

trunk is bound in a series of irregular
living hoops.

The strangier is now ready for its dead-
ly work. The forest giant, like all exo-
gens, must have room to increase in girth
and here he is bound by cords which are
stronger thau iron bands, Like an ath-
lete, he tries to expand and burst his
fetters, and If they were rigid he might
succeed. The bark bulges between every
interlacing—bulges out, and even tries to
overlap, but the monster has taken every
precautfon again® this by making iis
bands very numerous and wide.

As the tree bhecomes weaker jts-leaves
begin to fall, and this gives more room
for ite foe. Soon the strangler expands
fteelf into a great bush almost as large
as the mass of branches aml follage it
has effaced. 1If we look carefully
around us we sece examples of entire ob-
literation—a clusia, or fig, standing on its
reticulated holiow pillar, with only a heap
of brown humus at its base to show what
has become of the trunk which once stood
up in all its mighty majesty on that spot.

Farim Work in the Palouse.
Spokane Spokesman.

Palouse, April & —The pleasant fine days
of the past few weeks have been a great
advantage to the farming community,
and all are kept busy at work on their
ranches. The old-timers state that the
soil has been and 18 In the most perfedt
condition for the plow, and in their own
words, “it 18 a pleasure to foHow the
horses and see the soll turn over in such
good shape.”

Tt 1s estimated that work is about four
weeks ahead of previous years and indi-
cations point to an exceptionally large
yield of all cereals, which being eajly,
will escape all danger of the fall froste
and rains which we have suffered so
much from during the past two years.

By driving over the country roads,
which are found to ba completely dry,
but not dusty, and in much better condi-
tion than is usual at this time of the
yvear, the Spokesman correspondent finds
that about two-thirds of the land to be
cultivated this year has been plowed, and
that half that amount has been seeded.
The crop area is estimated at about &
per cent. of last year, the low prices
causing the farmers to be scary of sow-
ing the usual amount, besides summer-
fallowing will be a great benefit by mak-
ing away with wild cats, which were very
troublesome last year, and seem to be
decidedly on the increase. The late im-
provement in price has, however, made
some change thelr minds and sow mora
graln, in hopes that by fall a good figure
will be offered.

Wheat is still the staple product, but
shows a decrease. of two-thirds under

The amount of fall sown was
lower than previous years, and
with a few exceptions, which ig affected
by the late spring frosts, has weathered
tite winter nicely and shows a good stand.

Oats, barley and rye have decreased in
proportion to wheat Oats will be ex-
tremely early; the bottom lands on which
they are sown are in shape for seeding,
much to the surprise of all who always
leave this land to the last, as it is gener-
ally not ready for plownig until the mid-

| charge papers from the st

ieafy branches have been de- |

OLDEST MAN, MAYBE

The Life Story of Noah Raby, |

Aged 123 Years.

ON A POOR FARM, OF COURSE

A Satlor Before 1812 -Saw Washington
Angry - Has Used Whisky and
Tobacco 118 Years.

Copyright by Bacheller, Johnson &
Bacheller.)

_Ne' Brunswick, N. J., April ¥ _Is
Noah Rady, of Piscataway poor farm
the oldest man in she worlgs, If ! .
story of his iife, wlk !

aif of the most ;n;-
true, he has passed his

e |
no one living has knowledge o
to the contrary.
It was about eighty-three years ago, ac-
cording to his recol
Raby, ordinary seama

Brandywine, which had
cruise of inspection of the s
of'the United tes and was then

at the Brook 1. The
ter he left t service
himself to New Jersey, where
himself to a farmer and for mon
10 serve as a hired man. Since t
he has never stopped outside th
ries of New Jegsey. For more t
a century,
he followed the occupation he had ohe
and then, twenty-eight years ago, b
full of years and decidedly averse tq earn-
ing his own living any longer, he settled

down at the poor farm in the township |

of Piscataway, not far from New Bruns-
wick, and there he has since remained.
Today he is totaily dlind, but his eyes,
though sunken, have the sparkle of one
who can see perfectly. His body is bent
and his shoulders are contracted, but the
muscles of his arms and legs are firmer

than those of many a man not yet 30. His |

Jaws are toothless and his words are ut-
tered with a whistling accompaniment,
but his voice is strong and full and his
laugh is hearty as it was a century and
more ago. His long hair is white, but

thick agd luxuriant, his whiskers are iron |

! and the Neking. 1 didn’

| slavish fear for more

with more or less steadiness, |

i Mr. Mills Fie

out of wmy  told her in time she'd a had me. Why

bed for meost a week X t have been
about & or ™ years old when I got dr
next time. 1 was chopping wood up
Morris county. sch, up here in Jersey.
and my hoss give m» too much rum and
black pepper for the shakes The last
time was since I've been here
*hap got me to go '@ Néw

with him and got me full, dbut he had the

the poor farm pig-a-hack
mud apd the snow
times, suh, but [ didn’t :
lied.” And
seemad as if
jgwe never woul lose agair

wWas muc scared after

worst of it, for he had to hring me hack

pid man

el \1 got dr kK the first time ™
the old man Went on, “dut on and that

was when [ was a boy, oo, and 8 big

black snake—a regular racer—chased me’

about half a mile. Oh, my gracvious, su
that was a big snake' 1 could see
rise right up every
I would ]
TL.

en he would i
and thean I would hea
the ground, kerflop, like
he'd go siss-siss-siss-
thaught I was a goner, su

't ma, thank the

L t of 've

than

now-—-ever since I

never scaredy in New Jersey, but before

that I used to give up most shamef
suh. I found out a good whi

Il mak

nobody ever sin
had no I'd rath
any tin I've always co
better for it, too.’
Noah Babhy's Romance.

was Il he got away from
id's plantation as fast as !
couid, and started out to fine
ment.

*“1 didn't jess know where I was going,

When

where I could stay.” the old man said,

; after he had explained his life philoso-

phy. “Well, I walked along and walked
along Uil 1 co to the house of the

Widow Penelope Parker. Oh, my gra- |
cious, suh, she was well off! She had a |

hig farm and a couple hundred of slaves,
and she raised. all Kinds of crops, wd
there was tar kins on her place that
would make a thousand barrels of tar.
Well, the widow saw me walking along
the road and she came out, and she says:

R e .
By

Q)

NOAI RABY.

gray, his heavy, bushy eyebrows are still l
{ almost jet black, and he can dispose of a
| solid drink of good rye whisky with the

sort of smack that betokenhs the heartiest

relish. Though he belleves his father to |

have been an Indian, his skin is white,
and his features are of a pronounced Cau-
casian type.

When I told him a few days ago that
I wished to write of his life for the news.

papers, he gave evidence of the greatest |

delight, and when I added that I.intend-
ed to have him photographed, so that all

the world might see how the oldest man |

appears, he trembled with joy.

“Oh, mah graclous, suh™ he cpied, in
an accent reminisceht both of the South
and the sea, yet greatly influenced hy

* ‘Noah, how far are you golng?

“I #ald I was going tlil I found a place
to work, and she savs:

“ “Well, I guess you've found itY I knew
you when you was a baby.’

“Well, I hired out to the Widow Pene-
lope, to be her overseer, for $200 a year. 1
stayed there most flve years, and then I
left to work for her daughter-in-law, the
Widow Sarah Parker. She was well off,
too, but not like the old widow. When

the young widow wanted me to be her |
overseer the old widow offered me $0, a |

year more to regnain on her farm, but
you eee I thought maybe I could marry
the young widow, If I was smart, and
then her plantation and the niggers and
the big house and the tar kilns would he

o
through the
i me a few
hat { Was

s toothless

for nobody that don't make ne
for tham, and [ hain't made no

th, dbut I thought I'd find some pla . |

marry her then? Good enough
. man who was her overseer
® wantad to own her plantation,
her niggers and hig houses and he asked

her to marey ? and she did, sub. Yes,
sul And v hadn’t heen married more

AR A week then, suh!

Mavhe vough, she wouldn't have had
me if 1'4 as et i iad 1 dGidn’'t,
It would n awfnl troublesome to
have a wif H eS80 YOars, espe
when th war came aleng. Why,
sah, 1 wonld ave been in the civil

suh, for the world and all the
Y matter how much I was
n love. But § pever fell in love no more

hody, ahd I guess
after all, Yes,

\ €N MOre £
sn? i -

Noah Raby seems to have been a fairly
satisfactory seaman, but he was glad teo
leave the navy when his time was up,
for a number of reasons

Portesmouth and Norfolk,
4 vidd man ocone

ned on the Constity
2 s She was
suh t th she was old
x ip. Well, I

g more 1 ordinary
seamap. | Mdn't want to be an able seas
I didn't want to go higher up tha
mast than the ‘top That was as near

i o o

caven as 1 ver wat

& ame It's far igh to fal
the “top,” let alone the ‘crosst
< it vou fall from the ‘er

1 water vl 1 fall on the
K yvou're gone, suh-—gone After T'Q
been on the Constitution a vear I went

o the Rrandvwine, on the inspection
remember the captain's

het [ do. 1t was Farpagut,

He was ¢ wortly, goodJdooking man,
suh, and r man of the same name

was a hig aptain afterward. No, 1T was
t Pve seen Ints of aothers

never flogged

near being, but
it was just Decause [ tried to gel away
when some one olse was heing punished
Which of the ports we visltel 414 T Yke
hest? All of 'em, suh—all of 'em. I could
have shore leave three times a week
when we were In port, and we ¢ 14 ale
wave find ways of having sood times--
thore were alwayvs hright eyves do shine on
Jack Tar in them ol days, suh-ocertain™

It was while he was at Norfolk and
Portsmouth that Raby says he heard
Gen. Washington make a speesch, Raby
is not certain what the general was talk-
ing about, bt there is no doubt in the
oldest man'®mind that the, father of his
country was mndignant and excited

“Yes. suh,” said Raby, ! =aw the old
gineral and 1 heard him talk. He was
pretty mad, too—oh, my gracious, yes! T
shall never forget one thing he sald--It
has stuck to me most a hundred years
now -

C'Go right on, fellow eltizens, as you
have been going on, and 1 assure you
that we shall have the devil to pay in
this republic and no piteh hot!

““That's what the x ral said, sul, cer-
tain, and 1 he ‘ him say #t, and so 44
a great many other people, but 1 suppose
they'™e all dead bhut me now.

“Once when | was in the Brooklyn navy
yard, suh,” continued the old man, “I got
a shiling for being patriotic., It was bes
fore the second war with England, and
a British officer and an American officer
were talking together, and tne English-
man sald ther® were plenty of nations
that could whip the United States,. Well,
suh, T thought them two elnerats = !
fight, suh, T 4id, indeed, and finally the
American officer he turned quick and he
sald

“ ‘We'll see what a Yankee sallor will
say to your talk, sir’

hen he asked me if T thought the
United States could be licked, and T said
that T didn’t belleve there was any nation
in the world that could whip the republie,
if they were all rolled into one they
might, but no single one could do It
least of all, England.

“Wall, suh, you ought to have seen that
English officer go away mad, and how
good our officer looked when he gave mo
the shilling.

“White | was in Brooklyn navy yard I
got leave one day and went out to se a
monstrous pretty burying ground-Green-
wood, they call it now, I hear. A man
who came to sees me two or three years
ago told me that they hiiry a lot of folks
every day there now-that the hodles go
to that burying ground. just liKe an ever-
lasting stream of water. Oh, my gracioust
what hig cities New York and Brooklyn
must be if that's true.

“f left the navy because I was afraid
there'd be a war and T dikin't want to
fieht. Well, thers was a war, bhut 1 didn't
see no fighting, only orethe sea, and then
T wak on land, and a good ways off. I've
lost my discharge papers and I'm sorry.
If T had 'em maybe I could get a pension,
and anyway, 1 could prove my age by
them."

Some forty or fifty yvears ago Noah
Raby joined the Baptist church at Ellza-

vunished Once T came

-

T

T v~

Attt

s o e e

““Srsal. With the coming of each new
esident, & new secretary and a new
force have to learn and unlearn all the

E Bings which thelr predecessors learned
88 unlearned only forty-eight short
Months before; our dip vt sevice
thanges its methods and its personnel &s
Quickly as one of those little brass-
thained chameleons changed its colors
when it crawled from the brown silk to
the green velvet of a New York scclety
dame's dress hefore the 8. P C is

dle or last of May

Potatoes are having quite a boom, and
soveral hundred acraes will be planted in
this vicinity Some farmers "e plant-
ing all th

beth, N. J.. belng tmmersed,

the folks in the big cities heard of me? | yes, suh, {f I hadn't fallen in love. No, .
Oh, mah gracious! what a pity it is that | not with anybody else, but With the “I belleve the Baptist ""“r“’h‘ s all
I can't see no moh. so's I could readiall | widow herself. I was all tangled up, | right,” he sai] "t 1 dont Think that
about mvself. Where was 1 born? In | heels over head in love with her.  Why, | just because I'm a Baptist and have Deeh
No'th Cahlinoh, suh, in Eatontown, Gates | the groynd where she stood looked | immersed that I'm all hunki-dory, You :' 14
countg, jess ovah th' Vaginny line, two | crooked, suh, and I got afraid of her. No, got to have a change f'{ heart ’;’ g0 ’o

or thres vears before the Revolution I sub, I dldn’'t have the bhrass to tell her | M's what 1 got Hwt." ’l‘
can't remember it, of course. Mah mother | was in love with her, but if I hadn't been | 014 Virginia a good many Yesrs AgS.
she was a South Cahlinoh white woman, | dead in love with her I could have tolq | Was taken sk k‘ and_had ’"‘,L'; ';" m':
name Sarah Raby, and mah father was a | her, sure. Everbody on the place knew languishing bed, and one nigh b, =

o dratwes : . It and St teele Mir . happy in the spirit and I got up and went
No'th American Indian; yes, suh; yes, w I felt, d—nlhﬁ’?.—iAn_\ nH;l nele \!_nw:: shiomt - thie sipging and shoujing

|
his long sojourn in New Jersey, “have | mine. Well my plan would have worked, |
i
]

e oo e

r farms out

Oscar Wilde's Fetid Books.
New York Recorder.
I am glad to observe that the public U-
brary trustees of this city are refusing
to join’ in the ridiculous raid upon Oscar

heaven, and

N S I

#usd its prohibltive edlcet. The English Wilde's books set in motion by the Brit- | suh—a native of this country, name An- | = 7/ Neluiah' suh, and 1 wish every-
foreign service 12 a trained corps of men ish Museum {trustees. Of course, Wilde's | drew Bass. Mah father and mah mother w7, | :“l.\l o ',‘.,:, b & “, .‘..;.\'- ax 1 was then

my - > T _ 5 // ! Ay « ! 5 Najg ¢ .
whose lifetime has been devoted to study books are no more immoral new than ’ never married, suh, and I didn't have a . "_':4__' had nothing to compiain of all my

i stdie

they were before he lost his suit‘for libel | chance to get much learning. 1 never
against Queensberry; 1& Jf they had | went to school at all, but I learned to
not been fit to read on ir merits it 18 | read the 0Ol4d Testament and the New
to be pres: pd that the British Juseum | Testament and the hymn book and the
trustees and | rally on both | pawepapers. I never read the news
sides of the Atlantl ) have found 4t | much, though. There ain't anything spir-
out and refused to hav them on the

of the work that is before them, and of
nothing else. Its ambassadors and min-
als and' consuls
practically sure
wtion or bad "ser-
removal from the

with the widow Sarah, ['ve never had
much to trouble me I'm a Iitile man,

/ .

isters and consul-gens
arn men who may
that nothing but pr

but I've gof mons rous nerves suh, any

arians ge

|
: how I never trisd to get much money,
! and U've never worked unless I had to,

{
4
life, though, souny Rince [ was in love i
!
i
f
i

|
itics play almost no e ! S | ftual ‘em, =uh' I never learned to but I've had enough to eat and to wear
: - shelves at all. As i - B e L, | write. I ecan't even write my own name, and to drink and o smoke. I've had a d
< Wilde's bhooks are fill of brilllant an- | “Well, my mother she lived in a house good time, 100, Al 1 everyhody who knows
ity, sparkling twa« and of what, for | made of pitch pine poles, notched at the | me wil say so. In politics 1've been & {
nost impartant ‘parson 1N t of better S ation, may be ends and plastered with mud. She was | good old Dimocral, Bt [ don't vote Now- 14
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