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MARY E. WILKINSWINS

$2,000 Prize in Detective Story
Competition Goes to Her.

BRANDER MATTHEWS SECOND.

How the Largest Sum of Money Ever
Offered for a 12,000-Word Story Was
Competed for and Awarded.

FIE fact that a |
short story pr !
& marketable com-
modity at

ought to be
best possible
dence that it was
a very good short
story, Indeed. Two
thousand dollars
is the largest sum
ever won in a short story competition,
and the kind of tale that could securs |
such a prize is a matter of the utmost |
Mterary importance as & guide to the pro- |
ducer of salable fiction. It was a detec- |
tive story. =

Probably the great popularity of the
“Adventures of Sherlock Holmes” and
similar tales first revealed the possibilities
of detective fiction. At any rate, such
stories and their Immense sSuccesses
prompted the Bacheller Newspaper Syn-
dicate to make its unprecedented offer.
As no coupon scheme or other claptrap
contrivance marred the contest, the com-
petition rapidiy assumed an international
character, and some of the greatesi au-
thors living entered the lists.

Perhaps the details of the competition,
the surprises of the result and the high
average of the tales entered for the prize
form a story fully as thrilling @as the best
piece of work submitted. That story s
here twold. BEven the disappointed may
oot remaln unconsovled when it is men-
toned that one excellent tale—"A Diplo=-

MARY E. WILKINS,

matic Mystery,”

which was written by
A. B. Fvans, of Cheltenham, England,
fatled of serious consideration by the
Judges because it could not be divided |
advantageously.

The circular sent to competitors ran as
llows:

“It 1s imperative that all storfes be re-
oalvexl at this office on or before May 1,
3895; 4t 4s desirable that thoy be received
a8 early as possible.

“As to length, each story submitted
gust come within the lines prescribed in
the offer, otherwise #t cannot enter ths
ecompetition. All good stories wiil be pur-
ehased at a falr price.

“As to the character of the stories de-
gired, we can only say that we are seeking |
clean stories which will interest the aver- |
age newspaper reader and which can be |
published to advantage In Installments ot
about 2,00 words each, We hold that a
very high quality of art 18 consistent with
these requirements. ‘T'he novelty and in-
genuity of the plot and the literary and
constructive art developed in its treatment

MANTUSCRIPTS IN THB
are considerations which will probably
most Influence the n iz of the jud % in
reaching a decision. T} judges will b
gentlemen of unguestionable falr |
competency ’

“To facilitate our work and 1
bility. all storfes submitied must he ty]
written and addre 1 Pr it Ract
eller, Joh: n & |
duilding, New Yor

Advertisements of the competition wer
tnserted in the Century, Har Al }
1y, the Critie, in the 1 Strand Maga
sine, and in many ne 1
beginning of Aprilt T \
Irving Bachelle pr n NOTE
thick as the leaves of Vallom? N 5
wers not fewer than 100 ' sont )
They ame from all pars 1 glo)
England, Ir nd, § la
tralia., Car '

West Indies and M
foreign ntrie wi
soripts 1y i
1 ¢ ries
insta by M '

X ’
with t .
™ma Al 1, ’ v )

" 1 | A X

\ £ Y \
not i) ! ! w
rea ¥ A Py )
hor \

Poa N ry &

1 " wre ated ina v

4 o a of t) S
" ~ X » iw 2 i
N v ¢ rritt "

, i I
- k- % be |
1 -

\ wore in les ¢
: w h
\ w

t N J who pe
T . 0w
< N e
. . v the |
. _
Jd * » |
w 3 1 « B

i W tha R

Ya v T A a -
r y £
CXPTY

)
¢
Pa

\Nre \ v
and
a
t
Y
of ©

v
-
” e

¥n,

| Companion. Mr. Chamberlin is widely
known also as the “Listener” of the Bos-
ton Transcript.

| Randoiph, Mass, She lived for

| strongest work s ‘¢
| and “Jane Field.” The Rev. Dr. Philiips

tha prize-winning stories, is in full, as fol-
lows:
June 8, 18%.
Gentlemen: T have read the stories sub-
mitted to me in typewritten manuscript
with special regard to dramatic interest,
inventiveness, novelty and simplicity and
directness of style. In my judgment, the
story which combines these qualities in
the highest degree is that entitied “The
Long Arm.” Next in order of excellence
I should place that entitied “The Twink-
ling of an Eve.” Yours, very truly,
HAMILTON W. MABIE.
Messrs, Bacheller, Johnson & Bacheller.
When the sealed envelopes were opened
$# was found that the author of “The
Tong Arm” was Mise Mary E. Wilkins,
the well-known writer of stories of New
sland 1ife and character. Miss Wil-
kins had in this instance worked in coi-
lahoration with Joseph BEdgar Chamiber-
of the editorial staff of the Youth's

o author of “The Twinkling of An
Eye’ was discovered to be Prof. Brander
Matthews, of Columbda college.

Miss Mary E. Wilkins, who has thus
boidly entered a fieild hitherto entirely
foreign to her, and has taken first rank
in it at the first attempt, was born in
eome time
in Drattleboro, Vi, but on the death of
her parents returned to Randolph, which
has since been her home. JMiss Wilkins
wrote verses almost as early as she could
talk. Her first serious literary efforts
were in the direction of ohildren’s stories.
Afterward she became a ot;:gb;!§orh$ )
he H re blications. yably
the Harpery public o et
ghe herseif ranks “A New England Nun"
Brooks pronounced *“A Humble Romance”
the best short story ever written. Her
understanding of New England life and
grasp of New England character have
glven her a world-wide noml.uog.

Prof. Brander Matthews, the wmnorﬂot
the second prize, who is professor of En-
glish literature at Columbia college, was
born in New Orleans in 18552 He was
graduated from Columbia college in 187,
and from the law school of that 1ru.n(u-
tion two years later. He has written
coplously for the magazines under mg
own name and that of “Arthur Penn.
He is the author of *““The Theaters of
Paris,” “French Dramatists,” “Vignettes
of Manhattan,” “In a Vestibule Limited,”
“A Tale of Treasure Trove in the b'lrﬂm's
of New York,” ‘The Royal Marine,”
“This Picture and That,” end other vol-
umes. Prof. Matthews is also the author
of several plays. “A Gold Mine” was
played by Mr. Nat Goodwin with success,
and “On Probation” was written specially
for Mr. W. H. Crane.

AMr. John H. Boner, who brought the
fifty manuscripts down to thirteen, is
& North Carolinian by birth. He was
formerly a member of the staff of the
Century Dictionary. Afterward he be-
came literary editor of the New York
World, and is now editor of the Literary
Digest. He is a constant contibutor of
verse to the magazines, and has publish-
ed a volume of poems, ‘‘Whispering
Pines.”

Hamilton W, Mable, LL. D., who made
the final decision, was born at Cold
Spring, N. Y., in 1845. He graduated at
Williams college and entered journalism.
He joined the staff of the Outlook (then
Christlan Unlon), in 187, and became its
late editor five years later. Mr.
Mabie is without question one of the
three or four leading critics of the coun-
try. Among his volumes of literary crit-
icism “My Study Fire,” “Essays In
Literary Interpretation” and “Short
Studies in Literature.” He is a frequent
contributor to the magazines and re-
views ahd also a constant deliverer of
literary addresses before the colleges and
other literary bodies. His permanent
home is at Summit, N. J., where he lives
about half the year. Besides his critical
and editorial work, he has written much
converning mnature and out-door life.

Among the well-known writers who
submitted stories in competition for the
Anna Katherine Green, au-

ASSO

are:

prize were

thor of “The Leavenworth Case;” Flor-
ence Marryat, Duffield Osborne, Robert
W. Chambers, author of “The King in

Yellow:” Howard Fielding and others.
Stories worthy of honorable mention

in the treatment of this stock subject.
Sometimes, when the diamonds were
found, they turned out to be paste. In
other instances they had not been stolen
at all, but mislaid; and, again, in a few
cases, the person to whom the diamonds
beionged had hidden them in order to
throw suspicion upon an innocent party.

AS a matter of course, hundreds of sto-
ries deait with murders, some under cir-
cumstances of the most revolting trutal-
ity, and others of the most refined, scien-
tific and up-to-date methods. Hanging,
ghooting, polsoning and drowning were
much in favor. In one story a man was
murdered by telephone; in another a de-
tective subject to fits of somnambulism
arrived at the conclusion that he himself
must have committed the murder the
perpetrator of which he was secking to
discover.

Crime by hypnotic suggestion figured
very largely in the contest, but no special
ingenipus treatment of the subject was
apparent in any of the stories.

Then there wera ostensible sulcides
which were murders, and ostensible mur-
ders which were euicides. There were aiso
deaths by extraordinary or unusual acci-
dent that in some instances looked like
murder, and in other cases like suicide.

Naturally, the bulk of the stories were
written By Americans. There were many,
however, in which the scene was laid in
foreign countries, one, two and three hun-
dred years ago. &

Theré were several civil war and revo-
lutionary detective stories relating to spies
and stolen or intercepted dispatches.
Most of these were weak.

The superiority of the professional
writer over the amateur hand was im-
mediately apparent to the readers. Even
the poor stories by those accustomed to
write were more easily read than those of
the noh-professionals, who took up so
many pages in coming to the point and
getting their thoughts under way.

The humorous and cumious features
Were numerous. One writer went to
the trouble and expense of having his
story set up in type. The scene was
laid in France, but in his endeavor to
give it a French atmosphers he had
only succeeded in investing it with a
Brooklyn tope, and his mistakes even
fn the simplest French phrases and ex-
pressions, were ludicrous.

Still another was comic in its absurd-
ity. It must have heen written by one
of Lord Byron's “bread and butter
misses”” at a boarding school in Boston,
for the scene was laid in that city. The
humor of it lay in the extraordinary
ideas of the writer as to the manner in
which the business of a large firm is
carried on, and her curious ideas of legal
procedure, B. B. VALENTINE.

The Post-Intelligencer has purchased
the sole right for the state of Washing-
ton te publish these stories.

DAUDET WROTE CLEAN

BOOKS.

Consequentiy He Was Not at First Ap-
preciated in England.
New York Sun.

Alphone Daudet, the great novelist, is
about to go to London to hunt up charac-
ters for a new novel. A Gaulois reporter
c;.ﬂleni upon him the other day and asked
him if the report of his intended visit to
the English capital was true.

“Yes; that is true,” said M. Daudet. “I
have at last decided to go, and I shall go
in the very near future. It is not a voy-
age of pleasure that I am undertaking; it
is what I might call a study in connec-
tion with a book which I am writing at
theé present time, the “Soutien de Fa-
mille,” and the scene of which is in Lon-
don. I wish to remain for a short time
among the people from whom I am about
to take a few of my characters. They tell
me that London is one of the most ex-
traordinary places in the world, and I
want to see if that is really true.”

Reporter—A visit to London will be quite
pleasant for you, because our neighbors
must appreciate you thoroughly, since
they call you the French Dickens.

M. Daudet—Well, since you mention
Dickens, I may as well say that I have
the highest esteem for that celebrated En-
glish writer. That is a matter of course,
But do you see any striking analogy be-
tween the author of “Plckwick” and “Da-
vid Copperfield” and the author of “Fro.
mont Jeune and Risler Aine,” and of “Na-
bab, the Rols en Exil,” “Sappho and Im-
mortel?” Iadmit that our English friends
may have bheen reminded of Dickens in
reading “Petit Chose,” and even in read-
i “Jack;” but as I have already said, a
fentious writer has nothing to reply
that except that there are certain in-
tellectnal affinitles for which he is not re-
Like Dickens, I have an in-
finite tenderness for the unfortunate and
the poor, and also for the little children
that have to struggle agalnst the tempta-

great citles. Like him I had
adversity when I was voung
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THE AMOURS OF AKING ’

The Woinen Who Infatnated
0ld Lonis of Bavaria.

MOST OF THEM WERE ACTRESSES

The People Drove Lola Montez From
Munich, and Other Royal Favor-
ites Caused Trouble.

The late king, Louis 1. of Bavaria, was
in many ways a remarkable monarch.
Sprung from ths great bouse of Wittels-
bach, the founders of which won the
crown of Bavaria by their wisdom in
council as well as by courage in the field,
he was not an unworthy descendant of
his forebears, and leit a deep impression
upon his age. He was a man of strong
and original intellect, poetic temperament
and a marked admiration for the beauti-

ful. Modern Munich, the most curious
and unique of European cities, was
planned, begun and completed by him,

and he enriched it with noble churches
and palaces, splendid museums, theaters
and academies, beautiful statues and im-
posing monuments. Moreover, he was an
able and foresighted ruler, as well as a
wise patron of the arts, and during his
reign raised Bavaria from a condition of
absolute vassalage to the house of Haps-
burg to a rich, flourishing and reasonably
independent country.

But Louis I had one weakness, and in
the end it proved fatal. He loved a beau-
tiful face when it belonged 1o 2 woman,
and would on occasion hazard much to
gain the favor of its owner. As fickle as
he was gallant, his favorites followed
each other.in quick succession, and in the
course of his lifetime numbered nearly
two score. From time to time the Kking
had their portraits painted by famous art-
ists, and these pictures, thirty-eight in
number, now hang in one of the apart-

KATHARINA BOZZARIS.

ments of ;h\a old royal palace in Munich.
The room which houses them is jealously
guarded from the public, and fortunate
indeed is the tourist who at rare intervals
secures an entrance thereto.

However, in 1871 the “‘mad king,” Louis
II., grandson and successor of Louis I,
caused photographs to be taken of the
paintings. A dozen sets of these photo-
graphs were bound in volumes and pre-
sented with the royal autograph to the
intimate friends of the dead king, whose
memory his eccentric descendant sought
in this strange way to keep green. One
of these volumes, beautifully bound in
red morocco, is now the property of a
well-known resident of New York. From
it are reproduced the portraits which ac-
company this article.

Prominent among the lovely faces which
look out from its beveled pages is that of
a remarkable woman still remembered by
Amevicans, the gifted and wayward Lola
Montez, whom henr kingly admirer made
Countess of Lansfeld, and for whom he
risked and lost his throne. A ‘voman of
singular beauty and dnfinite charm, she
was 3till under 30 when, in 1846, she made
the acquaintanae of the king, then past
60, who was infatuated by her fascina-
tions to a degree almost unexampled in
history. She appeared on the stage in

ANNA HILMAYER.

Munich for a brief period and then sur-
prised and dismayed the Bavari

being adopted by the king as his €

1, assoclate and adviser, W E:

al

gift for diplomacy and px
intrigne, she quickly made her influence
felt nd from her study in Munich con-
ducted a brilllant and potential corre-

r : with the leading diplomats of
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mained constant m his affection for her,
but fears for the throne he had agreed to |
abdicate within a year kept him from in-
sisting on her return, and Lola Montes
drifted off into the world, again a soldier
of fortune. Her subsequent career is an |
oft-told story. She died in New York in
the winter of 1851, and a low mound in
Greenwood now marks her resting place.

Among these favorites of a dead king,

| Katharina Bozzaris, an imperious south- |

! and the champion of Grecian

ern beauty, with raven hair and dark,
burring eyves, next deserves adtention.
She was a descendant of the lllustrious |
Marco Bozzaris, the hero of Missolonghi |
freedom. |
King Ludwig took a deep and active in-
terest in the struggles of the Greeks 1o
free themselves from the rule of the Turk, |
and ¥t was largely by his personal efforts
that his son Orto became king of Greece.
Dmitri Bozzaris was Grecian secretary
of war during Otto's reign, and the beau- |

(4
___ CHARLOTTE VON HAGEN.

tiful Katharina a member of his house-
hold. "Introduced in this way to King
Ludwig, the history of her family excited
his interest, and her own rare gifts of
mind and person his affectfon, and it was
thus that she secured speedy and welcome
entrance into his gallery of beauties. Tra-
dition, however, has it that she was too
proud to win friends and too willful to
live in peace with other sharers of the
royal bounty, and in consequence the
Greek woman's sway in the palace at Mu-
nich was almost as short as that of the |
Montez.

The portrait of Amelte von Krudener
shows her to have been one of the most
beautiful of King Ludwig's favorites.
Her career is shrouded in mystery, but
she is believed to have been the daughter
of the noted Juliane von Krudener, whose
wit and beauty won her so many exaited
admirers, a czar of all the Russias in-
cluded, three generations ago. The moth-
er, after a brief marital experfence, in. 179
secured a divorce fram her husband,
Konstantin von Krudener, and thereafter
was the bright particular star of gay cir-
cles in Paris, where a French officer,
Count Fregenille, was her preferred lover,
and in St. Petersburg, where the dreamy
and melancholic Alexander I. was an al-
most nightly visitor to her salon. By rea-
son of her influence with the czar she was
a force which, for many years, could not

'y € N
N
AUGUSTA STROBEL.

S

with any safety be omitted froni any po-
liticai combination. Late in life she be-
came a religious devotee and found a ref-
uge in Switzerland, but her seeming piety
and lavish gif‘s to the poor did not pre-
vent the rulers of the mountain republic
from exiling her as a pestilent political
intriguante, ani *vith her daughter she
retired to the Crimea, where she died tn
1824. She left large estates in the Baltle
provinces of Russia, inherited from her
husbands, and the proceeds from their
sale are thought to have furnished Amelia
von Krudener with the means required
for a merry and luxurious sojourn in
Paris and Rome.

At any rate, it was In the latter city
<hat the wayward Russian beauty firat
met King Ludwig. At his entreaties she
settled in Munich, and by her beauty and
the glamor thrown about her by her
mother's career long held the king a will-
ing captive. 8She received a ilberal pen-
sjon just before tha stirring events of
1848, but beyond this little or nothing is
known of her last years.

I1f the portrait of Charlotte von Hagen
speaks true, hers was one of those faces
whichk Ln?\ rest by degrees, but in the end

| but a first-rate beauty, who casily

| humor and a whole heart, speedily proved
| to the world *hat the royal favo
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vcream inserting give a prelty finish to

: burned
t he round. The old Hilmayar, another of Ludwig’
her frequently, and e~ i favolites, was as generous and frechand- l

pl
| oped in Galatea cloth or

! od as Fran von lagen was grasping and

miserly. She was a second-rate danseuse,

won
the king's affection and for a long time
held it with a firm grasp. When another
came to displace her sha wasted neither
téme nor tears jn useless repining, but,
retiring with t grace and good

excelis

was not
The Hilmayer
she was fair,
poor and

essential to her happiness.
may have been as fickle as
but she was the friend of the
dried many tears in secrel

gusta Strobel, one wig's favorites
in his youth!
her, and ‘act
ail that can be W
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anly embodiment of a spl id butterily.

Helena Sedimayer was other actress
favorite of the king—a beautly who would
at pass unnoticed, but in the end
could not fail te win the heart. She came
from a family of good repute and her tal-
ent and good looks early won her an eI
viable position on the stage and of
way to the roval chambers.
king’s affection for her was ardent
lasting, and was returned in full measur
She never married, repelling the advanc
of a distinguished gentleman who sought
her for a wife, for her heart belonged t¢
the king.

Proad and austere, if her portrait does
her no injusti-e, must have been Lady
Jane Erskine, the English beauty, who,
in some way, found a place in King Laud-
wig’s gallery. Her father, Lord David
Erskine, was at one time English minister
at Munich and it was there that she
made the acquaintance of her ropal ad-
mirer. There is no reason for believing
that the king's relations with her were
other than esteem and cordial {riendship
would prompt.

Anna von Greiner was a popular actress
who married a captain in the Bavarian
army and left the stage at 30 to become an
honored wife and mother. She was
last in point of time to gain admission t
this singular gallery of beauties, and t
winsome face that compelled the admira-
tion of a king alone made a place for her
there. Had the others secured entramce
in the same way Lndwig might not have
iost his throne. RUFUS C. WILSON.

FOR THE LITTLE MAID.

How to Dress Her to Make Her a Sum-
mer Fairy.

How to dress the little maid from 4 to 8?
‘What she shall wear and how to make it?
is not the question that perplexes mam-
ma, as does the gowning of her elder sis-
ter. ‘The little maid looks so charming,
and each wee 1rock takes such a scr
for dts comnstruction, it is hard to re
making just one more of the many prett
designs shown in the shops. Simplicity

er her name in
is the wom-

first

=S

the

and comfort are the points considered in |
son. The |

the little maid’'s toilettes t
short full skirts, big wide-
brimmed hats and sunbonnets will Insure
her many happy hours of play.

The following little gowns shown by a
celebrated hous2 will illustrate the favor-
ites for spring and summer. If she 1s a
blonde, Yight wood-bown, with touches of
green silk and cream lace will ‘ransform
her into a veritable summer fairy. It is
made of waflle crepon, with a double hiox
pleat font and back, caught only at e
neck, and has a deep cape of green silk,
with cream lace ruffle. The full sleeves
are gathered at the wrist. Two rows of
narrow green ribbon and one row of

sleeves,

the skirt. A close cap of green silk, with
band of inserting, lace frill and wide silk
strings complete this costume. A palr of
hook kid gloves and a parasol will make
the little maid perfectly happy.

The next little frock is suitable for
church or for “best” on cool summer days.
Doll blue flecked with brown is used in
this model. The little skirt has a few gath-
ers in front, the fullness being well bunch-
ed at the back. A scant ruffle of brown
silk, stiffly lined to stand out crisply, and
ond ruffle of heavy lace points, form a

neck on the short waist. Narrow
brown ribbon is used for trimming on the
skirt, the leg-q -mutton sleeves, and for
belt and rosettes. With this gown is worn
a flat-crowned sailor of fine, light brown
straw, trimmed with a smartly tied bow of
blue and brown checked ribbon.

A cloak that will go on easily and not
erush the frills and sleeves will delight
the little maid, who is inclined to look upon

Y. 71‘1”? LITTLE MAID,

wraps as a nuisance. Light weight .‘h';
in a medium shade of old rose, or a pretty
broken plaid in old rose, white and hlack
makes a preétty and serviceahle (],.:vk‘
The skirt is gathered very full on a shal.
low square yoke, which fits easily and has

big granny sleeaves, A detachabla cape
formed by three rufMes tles with black
ribhon streamers three inches wide., con-

cealing the yoke. Each ruffie is edged with
threa rows of Tom Thumb vel ribbon
A shirred black silk hat with double frill

ot

of black chiffon embroidered in old roze
gives protection from sun and wind.
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All druggists,
Skin Food, $L.60; Yale's

Cream, $1; Yale’'s Face P
Yale's Beauty Soap, %e.
Health and Complexion
Temple of Beauty, 148

Chicago. Guide to Beauty malled

NORTHERN PACIFIGRA
4th
Of July
Excursions,

Tickets will be on sale July 3d and #h
limited to July 5th, from all stations in
Washington and Oregon to points withia
300 miles 3 Skl

Prive, $1;: also Yales

T

One Fare
For the
Round Trip.

On account of the GRAND CELEBRA
TION AT SEATTLE on July 4th and 5th,
tickets will be on sale to that eity Juy
2. 3 and 4, with final limit to July 6th

SPECIAL EXCURSION also from Vie
toria to Seattle July 3d. Round trip mis
only $1.50

Seattle parties desiring to visit thee
friends at points reached by N. ’,"ﬂ
or Puget Sound & Alaska Stmu
can purchase tickets at one fare fo
round trip July 31 and 4th, and to Perte
land July 24, 3d and 4th. :

For tickets and further particulars, el
on any agent of the N, P. R. R, C&

L. A. NADEAT,
‘General Agents

S..1.S. & E.Ry
Next Sunday,

WILL RUN A

Special Sunday Excusin

—T O

ISSAQUAH,
SNOQUALMIE FALLS
and NORTH

lLeaving Seattle at 9 a. m., returning, arrive i3
Seattle at 5:35 p. m., giving visl!

THREE HOURS AT THE FALLS

and affording ample time for fishing of 68
seeing at Lake samamish, Raging Rivero®
quaimie,

Fare for the Round Trip, $k
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Wholesale Butchers. *
Packers and Jobbers in All Kindsof
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kinds fat stock,
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211 Columbia St.



