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AMONG THE STORES.

ASOTHr.R CALi D*T FOR THE

CHRIITW *» JHOPPEH,

A Cieaeral Crwawde *,» th* Attrarthe

Mnrks ml the Mereka wta-The

Window Display*. Ike

IhM* «f Hslldsy l»oo4a of All

fieaertpfloaa.

"Chmtmat cemtt but once * year,'" i* a
l;c« in an okl couplet that U b» ng «<?

pfytuntrnd Jost now by a very general <*rt-

cade up>?n the tmoia% y attractive «tock*

©f the atorea. big and little. trt*t line eifh*r

s»de vt site principal thoroughfares c' tne

riiy. It hat been emphatically a shopping

w<-«fc and defiance baa nur.ed a: he

that hard met or a money

atr.ngency aver ea.ttad-
One of the characters ilea of this year's

purehaaa* for ilhrittmaa gifts It that u ;»?

j.y enter* iarweiy ltne 'a; - n-* o,

t ? buyers, and wniie beauty and e.e-

--g-.nce are not al ogether slirhted. vf-

»-cal expenditures of one* Ismte«! money

finds a goo.i expression in the show ng

made by pU es where the u*efj; .*

and where domestic teems to

be tiie end Cesired,

People look ba< k to the times »h» no. >r

and brUrntn'ss were only tft.wgnt of.

when the gleam of jewels ar,-> p" '*

metals and » ikt and fur* atel all the
things that cost much mor.ey. to 1
uses, were thought a * K-.'»

tor tka immi *f Chrtttmat rejoicing.
Perhaps, when the stars s* « in

iiSavent over the lowly stabls in J Jtlea

and the firtt present of gold. fr*nkmcen««

and myrrh wsre given, a r«ck;e»t eatrava-

gan< e was u*dulg«d in, the o<-casioti }'\u25a0:»' \u25a0
fylng it, but in these practical days when
tne k vlng of presents represents a differ-
< t « raiment, a.ih eigh in comrn'mora-
ti of that imposing event, the rneta. in

exchanged from g#..t, ir. many Instan\u25a0 es,

to iron, that enters into th> cons;ruction

of stoves and fianrona and a hundred
other useful articles. Sometimes the iron
i.- ; painted and gilded, but it is iron Just
tne same, like i substantia! character that

is only revei.«d when the dross and tordtd
coatings of fai*e sentiments are worn
a way,
The frankincense and myrrh ars replaced

In the list of gifts by otherf of greater

use There still remain*, however, that
element that buys g »ld and perfumes for
glftt. and to them the windows of the
jewelers and chemists appeal moat strong-

ly-
There are some attractive w nd<?ws in

the streets a King which the cenuseless flow
of humanity takos Its way durtng these
days, while the ever to Imy for othert
and to make others happy is on us aii.

Just to watch the crowd and to look into
the window* is interesting, even if one's
own purse it lean and hungry. By 8
o'clock m «he morning during these tast
f, * d < - \u25a0 advance guard of the nig

crowd of ahopp rs finds its way down into
the retail district*. The skirmishers are
from time to time relnioreed, until by the
middle <bours of th« afterrnxin the whole
vast army of women and children, with
«n <orvs»!onal maverick In the shape of a
s ared. hunted-looking man. swarm* up
and down tfie streets, into the atores and
shops and out again, wide-eyed and anx-
V»u* for chan-es to buy <£ieaply and well.
And s" the procession of iif«- and kalenio-
Siropic color passe* and r«p*awe* in review

until darkness est ties down, leaving only
a few guerrillas and aharpahrxiters to pick
off tbs bargains unt . "tas«s" is sounded
and the lights go out.

Yesterday afternoon a reporter of the
Post -1 nt elligerwsr started out to follow
the cr«twd and j«eer, with tihe phalanxes
arid revolving wwdge* and tamb-ms of
women and children. Into ttte windows
The mart h «*f the army was commenced at
Pioneer place, ar.d the tine led up First
avtnus in a sig-sag manner ss far as Fni-
versity street. All the way a countsr-
nmrdbliwr army prsss.-d itwelf against that
RKtvlrg north, producing that deiigirtfui
diixtness t'tat ntwtimes accompanies a
view of a ballet or an evening si>crrt at a
g.»od ten-course dinner with the proper ac-
o<>mpanim"ms.

Rojbl's winde.wt attracted considerable
a 'tetitlon. wi- h their brlgfit showing of
gk>ves. neckwear and fans.

Kline A Rosenberg's display was char-
acteristic, and then the crowd, or at

!e«?*? * part of it, stopped in front of M
JMler A Co.'s. The othsr part of it
went in The windows were fllje-l with
beautiful lamps, and the Christmas doll
was there In hundreds, looking out at th«
crowd with their painted ey»*s Th* re w is

silver and china of all sorts, and after
feasting its many eyes the crowd drifted
over to I»wm <n A Hanford, where lit-
ernry feasts were suresd out, flanked by
toys and musleal instruments. The big
windows of the Famous lured mtny in-
side, and the rest of the sightseers and
buyers kept on past the Quick drug store
and halted In front of Hansen's, where
cut g!it«s and silver and a hundred and
one things, useful end ornamental, all
shining and shimmering, held It spell-
bound. While some, entranced with the
show, remained, others cr»>-s»*d the street
as itn to look at Treen's and to speculate
cn the furs and hats In the Goldstein
arere The Hst»<»en crowd m*ved on to
the windows of I>tmmock *> Bennett and
the Washington Rubber Company, while
the shagiry pony that Gua Brown will
giV<» awav temTin* drew the little yel-
low raft a!<>r«g, driven by i hov whose oc-
cupation will be gone with the pony. Ti»-
k'as. Hltigerinan a t'o.'s »ire«- i"sl
fi«r the oceaahin, were almost animated
and locked quite as Intelligent as aome
a'u* laughed at their seriousne-»s.

Then came the long stretch of plate
windows of M A S,>uth-

wi k. behtnd which were piled an assori-
wt nt of things that made the pop-eyed
children more pop-eyed. There wis a
glimmer of shining thins- a*ab »t cn. .
live backgrounds that lo*t their tndu td-
ttaHty in the majte* of <*olor and gliding.

FTis,-h Bros
*

store, with & lry dts-
pia* dr»w a large crijw i, and the bar-
gain* of the S.»n French- o Shorn Com-
pany Induced a closer insfve ion of fa«h-
tunable and comfortable foot gear. Miss
Wllainskt's window in s drug »to»e.
hsd a family of little w.w;;v Hpitx pup-
piea with bla> k n >#ee and little bead like
eyes.

The crowd pai -d t front of J iie#
a at or* and looked at the

oartoons and iket*, at the g;-v«da in th*
weil-decorated wln.'.<r»a Many »rnt in.
ai>! when they cwnt« iit r »y arrte-i
buhdlea I.OiJCh. Van »«' ie A Co s dis-
flav- wa.t am >- g t ,

« ;.gr-
ti- ularly to pscp'o as the aftert n h-.'.irs
waned. Thete wa* gometh ?g < rng in
the showing f (Old things, aid a;-i-t tern
that were e ii'ietat by twa.k a; t
b- »k atr a rax »r ei«e whec. the
frdta anJ canned good* looeaed up a< roes
the viaioa.

l/eithead'e window* wereaf.ri ve fr st
the display of hott.ee and perf imes a?-»;

the ahowtsg of the <jo ten R > Ragaar
t"« s a val for y*.:* frv>m .< tvettbe

throats.
T-e Orge.-n furniture C-" *npanr had a

wealth of w v .t an,l bras* at*« tins fab". *

a:! suggesting comfort ersl .?* v Th.*
r'hsa «n y*.* ? »e C t ...

.

d>.l "K»t !e.">d ttse ' {»> an} part: . »r »;>,?.? «;
d'- ora:bat the gas and e.eetn- '#rs a-d
the batter 'w and , e work mere ali artis-
iw la their way and ti-

* ste.iiy | d u ,

to »tets of ra ? » »T>p. at n.
The Hard* »re CVmpanv bad an

cr gtr.al w nd<*W, s » h u «

e' sr.Vv SuS
goods at aii sorts, ar>l fine t.eei egri ng

f a: c * aorttt end o' k e
3Kt»u \u25a0 *-* x &T9T m ih# "Am
C « m.n fj*; -? l #, r

* NIF RUIN A ! \ : 1

t "wajrv Mint -r-fi. 9 fSjt -h# k
? ? ' "*4*'\u25a0 "M A

tv Ttvj* i-fm-r'ry *.v»4 %i.i ar*.- -$£

*sS* + %a: 4 t \u25a0'* -e

%

%#-

i. 4?# . .
- , - JM . m ra

tare* an 1 frcriM and artis**" supplies,

toy*. mirrors end paper good*.

Winter A Harper'n window « ;gge*-ed

music and eontsrn«i thing* f'wn tbe crank
organs to grand ptar.o* drug store

windows aftow«*d embossed leather ar.d
t. ver-fln - ied Ma**sand soap boxea, trav-

e -* corre.->r. «*. dear ;o th* heart of
mankind. Graham's windows. on »!»«

other std* of the I'.rMt, were lod«*stones

for fcrnii;:' ity. and the pr -es fi»*»-n»<l to

kw of the ha'*, quoted as "dreams."
eri the ntrty jackets, served to furnish

otctm for purcha*-ag.
"The aK»t attractive single window of
rhe Christmas disp?ay wm that of the

S* .ndard Furniture Company, that fir.-

ploys every opportunity for calling at-

tention to Jtairif by the original concep-
tion* th«*t find tiprmiM ia It* window
dres«ing

BaSln rseon's windows have been rfiang-

ed thre*- ?i» e« within the week, each be-
In* attractive and showing various de-
jv<r*m r.:* of the large stock to b*wt ad-
vantage. It ha# proved a popular scheme
or advertising ltae'f, and people have re-

marked on the general good taste di»-
played.
f e > wind -r.ws were filled with neck-

wear, hats ami umbrella* with an idea
famished mat the haberdashery on the
Inside *a* up-to-date an*! moderate in
prt e. 3n *h A Kennedy were strong on a

wmdow full of perfum ?*, soap*. atomiz-
ers and toilet sett. Th Chi-ago Cloth-
ing <"*omi»any had shirts, fancy vests and
neckwear, and the Red Front windows,

among the beat on Second avenue, w»re
filled with bargains, plainly marked, that
won a share of the trade of yesterday.
K ymond't s'loe -*ore offered slippers and
f. i':,' .-ar which th crowd inspected and
}\u25a0\u25a0 i.jr.-hn sed and then moved on.

Sherm >a * Clay'-* window was another
n steal one. attractive alike to the novice
and the ar!H:. S hade's queensware and
crockery came in for e share of attention,
be,.,.let brae» tables with onyx tops, anl
l arvitome lamps. Frederick, Nelson A
M inro't plate had a holiday air about It,

and the tru« k loads of things being sent

away was convincing evidence tharf the
b <!ne*t of the day must have bet-n sat-
isfactory.

The Ron Marc he was crowded all day

long an.l until rt»e doors were closed last
n.jjht. Fra»er A Wilton did a big busi-
ness in bargains and enjoyed a liberal
vhare of Pike ttree- trade yesterday.
Bpelger A Hurlnut's place »as popular to

a large extent with the holiday buyers

yesterday. Provin & MoKejui't windows
announced attractive bargains and the

store came In for a liberal trade.
All over the city, markets, fruit stores,

confectioneries, the bazaars of the Japan-

ese and Chinese, and every sort of busi-
ness decorated for the occasion and prof-

ited by their effort. This Christmas sug-
gests prosperity.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

A Cemmlltrr of Four to Atlrsd Indi-
Nnapoll* Monetary Conference.

Ar a meeting of the Chamber of Com-
mer.e yesterday afternoon several Im-
portant matters were discussed A com-
mittee from the Seattle Mining Bureau
appeared before the board and asked the
Chamber to co-operate w>'h them, with a
view to reoorrmending certain legislative
amendments looking to the improvement
of the mining Interests of the ttate. The
matter was referred with the special in-

struction that a report be made as early

as possible.
A communication was read from

Thomas W. Cradier. chief of the
diplomatic bureau of the depart-

ment of state, stating that the
I>e itlon for the appointment of Harry E.
Me*erve a* Peruvian consul at Seattle had
been referred to the- charge d'affaires of
the l"nl»ed Statei at Lima, with a request

t 1 it It 1m» brought to the attention of the
government of Peru.

N M. Brocket, the superintendent of
foreign malls, postofflce department,
wrote a communication to the chamber
etating that under section 3.P*7 of the Re-
vised Statutes of the United States, the
vessels of the Nippon Ytisen Kalsha w ere

authorised to e ;«rry Invoice* and other
documents relative to the cargo carried
by the vessels. The matter of dispatching

malls upon the «hip* of the Nippon Yusen
Kalsha line hnd been brought to the at-

tention of the department pursuant to the
request of the chamber.

It was unanimously resolved thai Presi-
dent Graves act as chairman of the com-
mittee of four to be appointed by him
for the purpose of attending the monetary

convention to be held at Indianapolis Jan-
uary 12. for the purpose of considering and
suggesting such legislation at may, in
their Judgment, be necessary to place the
?urrency «y-tem of the l"n!te<l States
upon a firm and soli 1 basis.

The president was ..-k, dto appoint two
de'egates on the advisory board of the
Philadelphia mus- um which will meet In
June. ISST7. for t purpose of representing
the resources of the state of Washing-
ton in the museum. Joseph Shippen was

el«*-ted a trustee.

The member" pr- sent were: S. I>. Craw-
ford, F I>. Skhuyler. I» K. IHirle, Thomas
W Pro«.ch, W. J. Colkett. J J. MKJiHra
and Secretary Ernest E. ling.

I,O*T III* HIFK.

\n l«*«<|ttNh Miner Helnrns to Ills
Home to Kind It Hr«crtrtl.

Tlenry Van Rerg. an Issaquah miner,
was In the city y'eaterday searching for his
wife and 4-year-old daughter. 1I» claims
that his wife has run a»*\ from home and
Is in .-omparv with Charles TVainwrirhti
a who has been emp y<~l at Chll-
berg's.

Van JV rg told <"*hicfof Police Reod that
he w "it to work in the mine* Issaquah
11-.* M -lay morning neaer for an Instant
Imagining that anything was wrong at

home. He asserted that his home life had
always be«-n p'ea*ant. When h rt returned
In the even t ir he discovered tha' his wife
had tsken th»lr 4-year-old d»>.:i{H?er and
left bv train for flattie. He followed
them Tuesday and. after some searching.

irtied that th<y had b- en at th»» Na-
tional hotel, corner of avenue and
<"* 'HtnhU **reet Van Berg «aid he d'«fov-
er«l that his wife had Joined Char>s
W*!nwrl*ht In fleattle. and tha? Wn'n-
wr'ifhi had represented her at the hotel
as ha alfe.

tt is suppose 1 tha* Mrs Van Rerg and
Wain wrtght ba\e gone to W!|#team, hut
there *.s another report »o the . ff»c? ?ha>
the-. h-»ve *one to <>lymi» a The deserted
hust.and say* *ha? will have his wife
arrested for crrm'->«l In- n.i-y with Wa n-
wrigh' Tie is spee!«'ly anxio.is to regain
po**e«*-on of his daughter.

Mrs. Van Berg is described as being S
feet. I 'vh a*L f*h>« ha* a very na'e face.

?>'h k hair and hi >ck eve«. She w«r^
*'en «he left hom. » bia-k dres* aith
white trtmmirjfs at the waist.

\ Mi«|rrinn< Woman.
* * ???>* woman, hear'rg an infan*

hs h¥>r arm* And accompanied by another
w«aman passe.t -hrough th * e;y Tvsesdav
ev» .. 1" ?« * u<t»c*ed tha; her name Is
(Bny«!er a 1 tha- <ie 11>**« a- Kvrrett. and
from »ha- point »!l « p©f,

Oh *fOf Pc' e K« *d re, < , ... > ;r .4m

Ti». \ ? * e»~ ?<e ft -m amm . med Sny-
der at Evt*re" T :«» teiecram s:ated
briefly : \u25a0«{ Mrs. S: ? 1--, w.;h aer babv,
wa- on the #:earner S a- r of Waahirgton.
Bit *t aa* ! (t«?i » of hua'ati'l

* «rr<-» \u25a0- T e ;> ?'gram s*at«<|
r !"»! M'-<- > > der ».-!-« jMiritf*-

-

.-t v a er a an. a - «e name was
r>u* fwr t" ef R? ! in- \u25a0r : -led
ts* '' hi ?ee* ?» -t> >: M r* S > tk hen
ah* «\u25a0\u25a0>* aft the trail h«»: hut n«>t to
frwik* .4 T *v-" - ' It - jfc * " -Vof r

cft*( sH>t to tik*» >!v ot)

the e-r,-: g:h , : «? -«rar"w» from un. fh «a
aoueeeat.

4*\itiiee "a 1 so troui-'.e n the
w man Sr - h»d the *rvl wa* *<?-

tube «! a*. ?* icr w tran. 'i"he «1e-
? Ive W.-m t them fr >d the Skate of
\\ ashi.

-av>» .or .a "s>* > \u25a0 '>e telegram
Sr ' *» e -nmut:: a ted w -ft the

II -race Johr.s rt, the M idle Haddam
' % aealt' - pro, ,et. pred '?* a se.
v--et> cvd w Mr J belies#
S at f* *"-aner a:, be felt ahout t e

ft .->f ard from that on tha
'* 4 **?&?*** fwa» C^{|s

\u2666r ia for tfc j >?**-#
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BRONCO PETE SLAIN.

HE STpPPED TO SEE Hl* SWEET-

HEART AXD WAS SHOT DOW*.

Idaho r«wbor Dlea Rather Thaw

Throw In Kin Ha«d»-W»» Wa«l-

-rtl tor *bo»tlne Marlon t.araer?

The A irtim Recovering; From *

Had AA ound.

BOISE CITY Idaho. Dee. ».?N«r* ha*
reached here of a tragedy at Hagerman.
\* altercation took pla.e between Marion

Garnet and Harry Kline, al.as Bronco
Pete, during which Pete shot and, it is
supposed, fatally wounded Garner. Pete
a: one* mounted bit horse and struck for
the cattle camp of the 9hoes*!e outfit A
posse at occe started in pursuit, an-1 as
he had stopped to see a womaff to whom
«e was engaged o be marr ed, the posse
overtook him. He was ordered to throw
up his hands, and replied by opening tire
on Use posse, who in turn shot him dead.

Gamer .s recovering, although shot
through with a 32-caliber buliet.

Bronco Pete waa a cowboy and ail-round
bad mar, from the locality where Diamond
F.-.d Ja k and others re-cent.y killed sev-
eral sheepherders.

VIOLATIOAi OF «'l% IL SERVICE.

Seattle. Dec. 23. IK*>.
To the Editor: I have read with sur-

prise the action of the majority of the city

council in parsing the ordinance to legis-

late the present city electrician out of of-
flce. It is a bold, flazrant attempt at vio-
lation of the pr.nciple of the civil service
provisions of the charier.

Since first ndopttsl, it has been quite

common for the chiefs of departments or
the appointing officer to try to evade the
civil service rules. This is often because
of personal dislikes, but I believe this is
the first instance in the history of the re-
form that the rules have been deliberately

abused by a legislative body.

The civil service or merit system is rec-
ognized as one of the most, essential re-
forms in this government. It is b«Jng rap-

Idly adopted and extended all over this
country. The essential principles of the
system a ret

First ?Competitive examination of all
applicants for pubMc office, the appoint-
ments to be made from these best quail*
fled, without regard to political or religious
affiliations.

Second-When once appointed the of-
ficer holds his place during good behavior
and not to be removed, ? xcept for negli-

gence. malfeasance or inefficiency.
The proposed ordinance violates both

principles.

There was a examination for the
office of city (\u25a0'.(\u25a0< 'rieian. The ore»ent
er of the office is chosen a? the Attest
man. There has been no charce that th«j

examination was not fair or the appoint-

ment proper, nor has* there Iteen any com-
plaint that he has not done his duties
faithfully.

Now the council, by the shallow trick of
changing the name of the office, are at-
tempting to remove this man and put in

office another man, who took the same
examination awl competed for the place,
but who failed of appointment. This ordi-
nance would reverse the rule that merit
wins. How shamefully unjust!

"But bad as this is. it 1* not as bad as
the method thi-y must resort to to accom-
plish It. Those seven counciimen must

have a secret agreement with tho three
members of the board of public works.
Their plan could not work without it. Ten
men enter into this conspiracy! For what?
To take away this man's employment,
that he> has fairly competed for and fair-
ly won and faithfully attended to, and
Kive It to his competitor. And what
wretched shams they devise to make the
plot look plausible! They call the "city
electrician" the "insiwctor of electricity!"
They had Just as well call a fireman an
?Inspector of burr ing buildings." or a "po-
liceman" a "wa chman:" it is Just as
simple. They sav they have added new
duties to the otfi -e. They could just as
well add them to the city electrician'#
duties. They say they leave the "new of-
fice" open for competitive examination,
but they have a secretaire mrnt who shall
be chosen. What a farce that examina-
tion would be!

If this ordinance should '*» Anally adopt-
ed and the other man appointed. It would
he llb'ga!, for It if a conspiracy to violate
the law. But it does seem 8-trange that
the city council, whom the people look to
to uphold the law. should be found con-
spiring to violate an.! evade it. Yours truly,

FA IA "ON JOSLTN.

THE QIESTIOX OF TAXATION

Seattle, Wish.. Dec. 16,
To the. Editor: I can heartily indorse

many of the sentiments expressed in your
editorial under the title of "Rival Tax
Reformers." in the i««ue of December 15.
namely: That "the institutions of this
country arc threatened when the citizen
refuses to pay hi* share of the taxes;
? * ? that not on<» dollar's worth of
property and not one man should escape
its and his i>i«! share of the public bur-
dens;" that no class legislation should be
p*rmi*ted:that the "homestead exemption"
is class legislation; that the tax evaded by
the home owner, under such a law. would
have to be paid by others, and in many
cases by th« tenant family, in shape of In-
creased rent to the landlord (though not
specifically statwd. implied by your argu-
ment}; that ill producing consumers are
taxpayers, either to the state directly or
indirectly through i*ome oth»r individual;
that "the aim of th» legislator should not
b* to divide society into those who pay
tuxes and those who e« j»pe but to c.irrv

Gladness Comes
V\/itha K tt«>r understanding' of the
* * transient nature of the many phyn-

i al iils. which vanish l>eforv proj«eref-
f.»r f \u25a0» tjcntic eflforts?pieaaant efforts?

riifhtly t! rectod There is Comfort in
that w> many f>»rmsof

sickness are n->tiiue to any a* tual d ;*\u25a0

ease, hut s uiply to a const ip*ted condi-
tionof tih* Hstem, which the pleasant
family iax.»tive, isyrupof Fifrs, pn»mpt-
ly That is \a hy it i* the oa'y
remedy with millions of families, and is
everywhere esteemed so highly by ail
who value srood health. Its benefii tal
effects are doe t«» the fa> t. that ?t is the
one trmody wnh'h prr>motes internal
cleanliness without deb iitafinjr the
urirans on whi. h it acts. It is therefore
all important, in order to pet us bene-
t al effects, to note when you pur-

that y u have the trenuine arti-
cle. whi<-h s manufacturt dby the t'ali-
fornia f Syrup Co. oniy and ts>>d by
a ! reputable drug-grists

If in the enjoyment of g-ood health,
and the system is l*<ralar. laxatives ««?

other retn»-«i e» an- then not needed. If
afflicted with anv actual disease, one
may be commended U-» the moat skillful
phys ",an«, hut if in need of a laxative.
=ne should have the best, and wn*h the
well-informed eaervwhere. Syrwp of
K -,rs stands highest and is m *t lanrely
u>ci« an . generalaatiafacUucu

out the true principle of a republic: 'On®
law alike for all. and that law enforced
equally against »n ? ?*

These sentiment* I can readily Indorse.
But in your article. by implication, at
least, you state that to exempt personal
property from taxation would violate
these sentiments of Justice which you
have so ably set forth. Upon this point
I disagree with you, and I shall endeavor
to sustain, upon the principles of justice

postulated by you. the position that jus-
tice can be done only by exempting from
taxation ail personal property ami im-
provements in and upon land.

If I understand your position correctly.

It is this, that each individual deriving
a benefit from the organixed government
should be made to contribute to its sup-
port in the same proportion that he is
benefi'ed by it; or. in other words, he
must pay for what government sloes for
him. and get what he pays for and noth-
ing more. This beinir your contention.
If It can be shown conclusively that, un-
der our present government, one class of
property is enabled to absorb ail benefits
to be gained from the maintenance of
the gov*rnm*nt, the pr.nciple* of justice,

as formulated by you. will then demand
that the owners of this particular class
of property shall be made to bear the
entire expense of maintaining 'he govern-
ment. There are in this and other coun-
tries a large number of people who con-
tend that the owners of valuable land
are enabled by that ownership to absorb
all benefits arising from the maintenance
of government. This can perhaps be
most conclusively shown by stating the
argument In the f >rm of a syllogism, thus:

Anything which Increases the desirabil-
ity of a location will increase the return
to the owner of the location in the ex-

act proportion that it increases the de-
sirability.

Anion* the first things to Increase the
desirability of a locality is that of pop-
ulation?for man is a gregarious or social
animal, and he desires to be associated
with his fel'owmen. that he may be able
to gratify his social inclinations?where
mm join thetnselves In compacts, formu-
lating and enforcing rules and regulations
for the purpose of protecting each in his
inalienable rights to life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness, thereby guarantee-
ing to each a security in the enjoyment
of those rights that would be impossible
for him to secure by himself, the estab-
lishing and maintaining, at the public ex-
pense. such public utilities as schools, li-
braries. roads, streets, paved or other-
wise. sewers and water systems, police
and fire patrols?in fact, any and all
things which would add either to the se-

curity or convenience of the people, in-
re-ases the desirability of the locality in-

side of the circle of their influence.
Consequently, they would increase the

return to the owner of the location, in
the same proportion that they Increased
the desirability.

This argument in a brief manner. I
think, sustains the portion that
the land >wner? that is. the owner of val-
uable land?enjoys a position In our so-
cial organisation which enables him. with-
out any special effort on his part, event-
ually to absorb not only all "benefits to be

derived from the useful institutions main-
tained at the public expense, but also

him the power to finally absorb the
fruits of individual rectitude, invention
and enterprise which tends to increase the
desirability of his locality.

I repeat that I can heartily agree with
you. that "when the citizen (the owner of
valuable land) refuses to pay his just
share of the taxes, the institutions of this
country are threatened;" ? » ? that
"not one man (landlord) should escape
his just share of the public burdens." In
brief, a tax on land values, unlike a tax
upon labor's products?which tends to re-
strict their production?has the opposite
effect of throwing more land open for the
use of productive enterprises. R. T. N.
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WONDERS
...Boys' and Children's Suits...

$1.90, $2.10,
$2.50, $3.50

:$4.00.
For School or Dress.
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J. REDELSHEiriER&CO.
Successors to Hyatns, Pausoti & Co.

Cor. First Avenue and Columbia St.

New Mackintoshes...
FALL AND WINTER STYLES NOW OX SAI.B.

WASHINGTON RUBBER CO.. 714 First Avenue
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