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Tuesday night in a splendid revival
*Spartacus.™ 1In reiation to the piay
the piayers employed the produc-
] said all that need be the morning
ng and there is little room j=ft for
pent in a review of the week's hap-
BES. £0 Just & word in connection with
palied icgitimate productions in cases
“grim-visaged war"” has nat
othed his wrinkied front, and whers
massing of great armies Is & part of
@spiay, especially in the anthor's idea
things. My belisf i9 that the “armies
id be heard, not seen. They #hould
smpioyed to stand In the entrances,
‘; got of the way somewhere and simulate
e roar of mobs, coborts and ofther vast
of men. They should gry "To
E derse! To horse! “On, on”' er “Death
L 40 the cardinal'”’ or something eise, an
fhey may be instructed, but otherwise re-
malr. passive. I have studied the super-
gumerary and have found that he is all
ut in his piace, but that In most cases
it of sight, as the mere men-
fion of an army leads the unthinking audi-
S9er to look for the thing that is talked
“ gbout. Vhen & warrior talks about his

Enock-kneed, shambling su; s all carry-
ing SPeATs Or Arquabusses vEwardly gives
" as the "“thousands” come on. The u'nui»
of the supers = usually
funny. They stand pige §
§n the glare of the footlight They wat
the zetion of the | fipals and get 8o in-
ter, " terested that they forget the cue 1o mar
3 of. and not uausually o1 or two will
siart in the wrong direction, giving the
']
L)

s impression that they have gone over !
Join the enemy Wh righted there |
slways & scramble to hurry off the stage,
gesuiting In a most undisciplined and un-
military tangle. 1 adhere to my smatement
that in most cases it mars the beauty of a
performance, does the introduetion of the
supes. They should be talked of and
Seard, but not seen

11

+

In this same connection I am reminded
of a particularly effective hapdling of
supers. It was some years ago o an Eng
Jsh piay called “Youth.' Many of my
geaders will remember the debarkation
scene, in which the British soidiers are
landed, and another scene in the same
play In which the regiments are passing
AR open door, through which the audlen
Jooks inlo the street. In the fiest scene
the soidiers file down the gang-plank from

the transport to the landing to the very |

astural tap of a drum. Fourteen or fif-
teen supers were all that were reguired,
and the landing of the troops was smply
an incident In front the action of the

the soidiers, except as occasional refer-
ence was made to them, and then as the
audience glanced that way they not
the apparently endiess flow of huma
down the gang-plank and away ou
pight. The few supers were doing

over again du
eight or ten m )
the army were thoroughly consistent
" the Impression was that a great nu
of men had been landed. In the passi
of the troops practically o
was produced. As the red
abreast they simply marc! i
gircie, a segment of which was the oper
door, the tap of the drum became fain
ond fainver and then dled away An
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‘Jouls James came to the Seattle theater |

ands one's nerves are prepared |
for the shock that possibly -even or eight |

play went on, detracting attention from |

it; skmply repeating themselves over and

fe, thiz belng the strongest
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is allowing a great sshy mane, o 5
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