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THE 'll--nAl" QUESTION.

The only legitimate argument which has
beati advanced agalnst the use of pound
nets and fish traps to justify the compiete
suppression of their use In catching sal-

mon, is that they too greatly fac
taking of salmon and thus ia time
tend to completely deatroy the U

This argument I8 not well supporied

the facts, however
Those who have given the hablts of the
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10 the very headwaters of the smallest
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and there they die by the mlillonus.

Foliowing the salmon and feeding upon
the spawn coms the multitudes of fresh-

water fish,

principally trout,

which ls

tter

fish feast not only upon the salmon spawn,

but the embryo salmon, when first hat

ched

The natural waste in this manoper Is enor-

mous, and

while the fecundity of the sal-

mon I8 also enormous, under the operation
of purely natural laws, and without hu-
man intervention,

fish, or in
doubtful
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perish in the spawning and those
posterity which survive to seek
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perity. Hardly any newspaper which has
discussed the subject has done o from

any other standpoint than that the break-
the drop in the price of
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There s another and a serious side to
the quest] which might have been ssen |
in the sullen, reiuctant and gloomy man-
ner in whi the empioyes of the great |

ois Stee! Company fcagre
rk on the week
trust, and the taking of large
avily
of tha agree-
companies
on
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after the col-
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ment between the great
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time by
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act.
a perfectly fair
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to how the men
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ing foree upon the men wi

based upon the price of that article, Ac-
| eording to the Chicago newspapers, of
the 3000 employes of the Illinois Steel

to |

Company, not a man escaped a reduction |

in wagen. From the little boys who carry
water up to the foremen of the depart-
ments, every one was made a vietim of
the reduction which went in force. Bome |
workmen were reduced 10 and 15 per cent.
while others will earn fully $1.7 to & a

day less than when the pool was enforced.

This is p side to the trust proposition
which s littie considered in discussing
tter., When by combination prices

pt up, even at an art jal level

the employes under their coutract with
the companies received a fair share of the
profit, exorbitant as that profit may have
been. Under unrostricted competition, the

more bitter because of the previous long
continued pooling of issues, the price has
gone down to a point §$7 a ton less than
the English price for the same quality of
goods, and wages L gone down with
the decline in price. As contracts have been
made which will force the wvarious rall
piants to their full capacity for a year to
meet at the jower price, there s no prob-
abliity of an advance in wages for that
time unless
their agreement and epter upon a
and bitter strike for a readjustment
the wage scale.
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THE NEED OF BILLS.

The legisiative session is drawing to a
close, and several bils of extreme import-
ance to the state have barely received at-
tention. There is a mass of crude and ex-
perimental {egislation upoa -which vaiuable
time is being wastad, while measures need-
ed to earry om the county and municlpai
business lle unpoticed fn committee.

Months ago citizens devoted themselves
to the consideration and suggestion of such

measures, and candidates for office were

then profusely zealous in promising sup-

port of them. QMaterial interests all over
the stats appeal most earnestly to the leg-
jsiature to give at least a part of each day
to consideration of bills affecting the local
machinery of government. Economy is ab-
solutely necessary, yet without the Inter-

cession of the legisiature it will be impos-

sibie to effeot it, except within very nar-

row lmits

OPPOSED TO MACHINERY.
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the workingmen repudiate |

ralsers; '

for it reduces the demand for taliow for
candles, and the use of steam and hot-
water heaters in such baidings is a blow
at the stove trade, besides injuriously af-
fecting the horny-handed sons of tofl who
chop eordwood for a Hving by reducing the
demand for the product of their industry.
Telephones decrease the number of pri-
vate messengers, electric street car lines
Ceer he demand for horses, telegrap
ut into the revenues of the govern-

A8

'

n creasing the postal receipts.
These are all quasi-public agencies which
cannot exist without legislative consent,

express or implied, and they should De
promptly abolished by law.

When going in for reform, there is no
use of stopping at one minor abuse; the
matter shoul be pressed logicaily all down
the line, thersby Washington will be ex-
alted among the states of the Union, and
the pame of Representative Hansen can go

down to posterity coupled with that of
Mrs. Partington, who tried to sweep out
the rising tide of the Atlantic with ber
broom.

1f King George of Greece could only
persuade his relatives to stand by him
in his difficulty with Turkey it would be
dead earsy for him. His father is king of
Denmark, his sister Princess of Wl;el
the czar of Russia is his nephew, and ht

oldest son is married to a sister of the em- |

peror of Germany. Unfortunately he is
the poor relatiom of the whols family.

nadian manufacturers threaten if the
lmmlmunm bill becomes a law to dis-
charge every man in their employ who is
not a Canadian. 1If Washington should re-
taliate by discharging every man in her
empioy who is a Caradian, it would come
ciose to dishbanding the Populist majority
in the legislature,

A woman fainted

when a verdict was

announced that she couid not have half of
an old man's money, although she had
The law

consented to act ag 'his wife.
which recognizes civil marriages was
never intended to be used as a trap by de-

signing women to catch doddering oid
men.

The restoration of the McKinley duties
on coal will cause the opening of some
Washington mines now idle, and afford a
betier market for all the state's product.
This is one feature of the new tariff bill
now being framed, which will be gratefully
recelved in this state,

Twelve years ago the sugar refineries of
the country were owned by 100 people. To-
day the capital stock of the “sugar trust™
is distributed emong 9,000 owners. This is
one of the pieces of testimony brought out
before the Lexow committes.

Among the bills which have passel the
house only to dle In the r’n.l'ed States sen-
ate is the Loud postal bill. Benator Stew-

| art, who opposes the measure, threatened

to make a speech agalnst it, and the sen-

ate dropped it precipitately.

The Philadeiphia Leﬁger suggests that
the senat« around looking for
1 the proceedings of

rs who go

the leak through which

secrot sessions escape would light a can-

dle to find

1@ holes in a ladder
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and they do not need
is no future for i'\kv-’ as
readily see to the contrary if they come
here. There are so many things that cap-
itai can be rem erativel iy e—u'».o,\'e-i at I
hesitate to particularize, dut ghall be
Kl' 10 Answer any one’s letter concerning
this country that you r&mm'm-n‘ I &
not know what more I can say about this

lace. No able-bodied man need want
)ere. But a little cash is a good thing to
have. It has a tendency to keep a per-

son's feet warmer in d weather. Good-
bye. Your son, SHERMAN."
“A. D. Roberts, Chillicothe, O.”

THE STATE PRESS,

Why is the Oregon
? They are both

Whatcom Raeveille:
legisiature jike Bismarck
“tired but not sick.™

Tacoma News: Preachers continue to
discourse on the ideal newspaper. It will
never be realized. Neither will the ideal
preacher be,

Oiympian: Wibur Fisk Brock, Walla
Waila's gifted writer comes out with a
rhythmic appeal to his friends never to
bury him at Olympia. That's just the way
Senator Bquire felt, but it didn't do the
least bit of good.

Tacomah Union: It may prove unfortu-
nate for juastice that Butler, the multi-
murderer, was taken in charge at San
Francisco. 1If his case follows the usual
course of murder trials in that city he
may die of old age before the Australian
authorities succeed in procuring his extra-

dition. Had he landed in British Colum-
bia he would doubtless have been on his
way back to Australia before now, In-

stead of being the lion of the hour in the
Californila metropolis.

Everett Times: The tendency in the East
is toward a lower rate of interest and ab-
solute security when loans are made. Ten
per cent. interest has lost its charms for
the average money lender. He very soon
thinks there Is something wrong or such
& rate of interest would not be offered.
Any one who has had any experience in
placing loans in the money centers of the
East knows that a 6 per cent. bond will
find buyers much more quickly than a 10
per oent. bond. The se>urity of each may
be equal, but the careful investor Iis

fraid to Invest in any security that
draws an unreasonable rate of interest.
The Populists and fusionists of this state
may think they did a great th

ember, when they elected their state offi-
cers, but before four years roll arount
they will ind that their little temporar)
g.ory has cost them many miliions of
money. Moneyed men had great faith in

Vashington, but that faith has been l-;;dl_.'

shaken by the triumph of Populism

PAPERS,

San Francisco Chronicle: The ratio be-
tween Author Bryan's book and the read-
ers of the volume promises to be about
5,000 coples 1o oue man.

San Francisco I xaminer:

COAST

Notwithstand-

i"-‘ the be confidence of N Domi-
the @ An her royal robes wiil
ever brush the collecting dust from the

Hawalian throne is regarded as remote.
—

Sacramento Bee: Two war vessels, the
Wheeling and Marietta, are to be launched
from the Union Iron Works at San Fran-
¢isco on March 17. It is a wonder that

e A. P o not rise and enter a
»st. However, as they allow

son fight to do !
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== ' WONDERS OF KEY WEST.

Chicago Record.
KEY WBEST, Fia., Fed. §—-The
itants of !“.s fsiand i

)—\. av" ')
rjation in the ’x\'n*-—‘"!fu!‘\'

mmer a
ndar rather n
the dry season.
fourth or Afth consec
! I lJost track of :'*.e w

that one wouid be

(\ piace in the city where a

siranger uld find stove or fireplace to
warm his hands or dry his clothes. The
fnhabitants charge the tr le to the
norther, and promise that it shall not
r agal But this does not expl
why the isiand suffered a four mon
drought st summer through th

season, with never a drop of water
in that time to replienish their failing

'O

summer "1 w"var “a\e '\a\-ed l expect
be able tell something of i\e\' ‘\\wr
weather out of personal experience and
observation
the things to say will be good.

to

But so far

the memory of a few days of brililiant sun- |

light over a biue sea, white dust cove
everything, even to hiding the greene:
the paims; then the days of rain, with the
steam of a “blue Monday"” washday or a
muggy August morning in Chicago, rising
when the rain was interruptad for an hour
the last day of the s m, and finally
today. This pays for any dis L
have passed. The sky is clear, ther
salt breeze blowing across the island,
that one is getting all the advantages and
the appetite of an ocean voyage on shore
The temperature in the shade must be
about &5, and in the sun none too warm.
All the gray dust has washed from the
trees,- s0 that they look wholesome again.
And every one on the island is waiting
for the malil steamer.

Key West is not only the most
poi of the United St exc
islets a few miles out into the gul
from here, but it is &
place of its size or a
its population. There are W »sve n mining
camps 1 Alaskan towns tb get muil
fr 1itly, but here is a city o{ Near.)
20,000 inhabitants, wi :'\ fine gove
buildings, great shipping interest
newspapers and manifold busis
the capital of a Florida county,

on

southe

ates,

at

mail from the United States but twice a
week. The people do not rest content
under it. All very weill it might be, they

for an antipodean town, but not for
one within the limits of the United States.

One result of the spasmodic mail service
t all business and much social life is
arranged in harmony with it. The mail
steamer is scheduled to arrive at 3 p. m.
every Tuesday and Friday, having saied
from Port Tampa at 10 the evening before.
Al Key West devotes its atltenlion
steamer day to waiting for the mall,
ginning that task soon after noon by scan-
ning the horizon for the first glimpse of
the expected craft. Last Friday the boat
did not arrive until nearly midnight, hav-
ing been compelled to go around by way

say,

1s 1ha

on

0e-

of the Dry Tortugas on account of the
storm, which made the regular ch 1
1 e the bars make it shallow

But with the boat nine hours

E..:.« L.m popuiation continued to walch,

business virtually being interrupted for
the steamer is in public Interest
at the postoffice, where erowds
w for the d ution of the heavy
semi-weekly mails. That occupies the re-
mainder of the afternoon. At night the
vessel sails ‘for Havana, returning from
the Cuban capital the following evening
Wed ay and Saturnday are therefore
stea levoted to the answering of
n he citizens of the isis Un., in order
to for the north-bound pou S
.h-m days it is sald to h. virtually
possible to transact business on that -
An irreverent siranger Ssuggests
t and Thursday the people
ire preparing to receive the mails, and
Tecove from the shock of what they
hav ect »d, but this seems to
beas justified by the fac
f A

)y night and a
to Key West is a delightful one,
weather be as pleasant as it usually
steamers O.ivette and Mascot
Plant system perform the
furnishing comfort and
passer well as sp«
norther is driving, sea and
n;..lh when the traveler wakens
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Hosiery Snaps for
SATURDAY

FOR LADIES,

#® Gauge Real Maco Cotton
worth #¢ = pair yx |
Black, s=pl ced heels
toes, for Saturday .

Four FPairs for ‘l.
FOR LADIES,

All-TWool Hose, black, seamless,
strong, ribbed or plain, extra
long, for Saturday .........c.. soe

Three Pairs for 50e.
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le so eels ,,..d toes, _._:
For Saturday, 15e,
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New Laces, —

An immense varfety, all sorts, all widths, Valenciennes ecdges
&nd insertions, at from Jue to 400 a yard.
See them in our corner window.

e 2:% ¢

TODAY.

SPECIAL.

Misses' and Children’'s High-Grade Fine Custom Finished Royal Dol

gola, also Cloth Tep,
11 to 2, worth $2.20
Children’'s and Misses’

SO¢: sizes 12 to 2, D0c¢ pair,

Ladies’ Fine High«Grade Kid Shoes, in Royal Kia,

and Cloth Tops, worth £3.50,

Kid Buttion Shoes, in B,
, today $1.45 pair,
Kid Button Shoes, slzes 5 to S, T0ec; 83 te 1}

today S2.50 pair,

C, D and E widths, sises

Kangaroo Calf

AMUSEMENTS,

- COMING -
SOUSA’

GRAND
CONCERT
BAND
FIFTY
MUSICIANS
. 1he

March King
JOHN PHILIP SOUSA

CONDLCTOR.

Brilllant Assisiing Artists

Mrs, Elizabeth Northrop....Soprane
Miss Martina Johnstone. ...V Iollnlﬂ

MMHIRD AVENUE THE\TER.
SEATTLE AMUSEMENT CO,, Ine.
W. M. RUSSELL, Manager.

~TONIGHT
THE CHARLES L. YOUNG COLUMBIA
COMIC OPERA COMPANY.
45— People—45. —a
Every Evenlag at S:15 This Week
and Saturday Matinee,

A double cast. A grand chorus of pret-
and shapely girls.

ty

REPERTOIRE

| Wednesday, Thursday..SAID PASHA

Friday and Satuarday......ERMINIE

an
to all parts of lhe
ne Plke &,

All Next Week, Starting San-
day, Febh, 21,

Fourth Annual! Re ’~,-'.t ""*:\z Famously

The Prodlgal Father.

THE F1 M ALL
MO?¥ UP TO DAT

E.

Al New Features.”
The est mirth-gp kKing farce com-
4 pé " ton
egular Third Av & Prices, Seats now

JEATTLE 1T HFATE R—

Northwes: Theatrical Assoclatic
Paul B "x: er, Resident Munuo?".
Telephone, Main @

SUNDAY EVENI

HERUARY 24,
CONTEST

MIND RE \IM\'.
Between Dr. €, L. Perin
And Dr. William De Forrest.
o e 1. I T ns the wor of

Forrest
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