THE SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER, SUNDAY , MARCH 7, 1897,

-

RAINIER, THE GIANT MONARCH OF THE CASCADE

Lofty Summit to Be Ex-
plored by the Daunt-
less Mazamas.

Kite Flying From the Crest, Miles
Above the Level of the Sea.

HE eyes of the antire
oountry, during the
last week of next
July, will be directed
toward Mount Ral-
nier, the highest peak
in the Cascade rang=,
and generally thought
to be he Joftiest
point in the United
States. Bome day in
that week the Maza-
mas expect o reach
summit and to
conduct experiments that will interest
the world of sclence. The helght of
the mountain will be determined by
the most exact caleulation observa-
tions will be taken respecting air cur-
rents and wind ty: mammoth kites,
Jadets with registering instruments,
will be sent upward a mile or more from
the summit; carrier pigeons will leave at
fntervails with tidings of the party and, 1t
the atmospheric conditions are favorable,
the hellograph will flash the news directly
from the mountaln peak into Beattle

No one in the Pacific Northwest needs

el

to be told that the Mazamas, or moun-
tain-climbing club, every year make &
wisit to some one of the famous scenie

Jocalities of the Coast. The organization,
which numbers several hundred members,
takes itx name from the mazama, a wild
goat found in the mountalns, and the
motto, “Nesika Klatawa Sahale,” is the
Chinook jargon for “We Go Up” The
president of the club is H. L. Pittock, of
the PFPortland Oregonian; the first vice-
rexident is Miss Fay Fuller, of Tacoma,
he second vice-president and also gen-

eral counsel is Daniel W. Bass, of this
eity, and the sécretary Is R Earl M
Wilhur, of Portland

It ia safe to predict that the ascent
of Mount Rainler will atiract more at-
tentdon than any like undertaking In
ghe hisiory of mountaln-climbing, and
the Mazamas, realizing that fact, have
alrendy begun preparations. The plan
= to have e anniversary meet-

ing In Tacoma the evening of July 19 and

to jeave the pnext morning in time to
eamp at Paradise Valley, July 2 Dr
William B. Knapp, of Portland, chalrman
©f the outing commities, aRNOUNCEs sev-
era! departments of original research
$rof. W. D. Lyman, of Walla Walla, will
make an espacial study of glaciers, M
W. Gorman, of botany: Prof. Edgar Mc-
Clure, of the University of Oregon, wiil

measure the slevations of all points of
nterest; A. J. Johnson will look after the
forestry; C. Hart Merriam, United States
bologist, will probably act In the same
capacity; G. Prescott will fly carrier
sigeons with dispatohes from the summit;

7. (1. Bteale, of Portland, will experiment
with a tandem of kites obtained from the
government, and s confident filying
them to a point at least a mile above the

of

summit, or nearly four miles above the
Jove! f the sea The kites will carry
pcientifle Instruments, cameras and the
Amarican flag Beattle newspaper men
expect to accompany the party, and to
“wire” bulletins, by means of the helio
"'s 1, Into thelr office, sixty miles away

L 3 harmore, the Mazamas are trying to
fnduce the United States weather bureau
to send representatives to invest the
feasibiiity of we= . 1 t
sint on the o talr Especial atter

tion will be given i ar to t Ater

Norman Booth, Mal.
Arthur Warner and

gulde, made the ascent. In descending, the time delightfully and, as is suggested
Yan Trump neglected to take the usual by Dr. Knapp. can take up almost any
precauti roping the party and, as a special line of study The valley is a
econsequence, he himself escaped death by pretty place. an ideal spot in summer
the slimmest chance. After a good- time, filled with vari-colored wild flowers,

came up & few minutes later, and the
mountain climbers were securely roped

together,
To

wW. L.
E. 8 Ingraham, offers unbounded
P. B. Van Trump, dise valley alone

a person who does not care to brave
the dangers of an ascent, Mount Rainier
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into that strange region where Arctic
shrubs cling with precarious grasp among
the rocks, can pick out here and there a
furrow plowed by = gilacier in time
gona by, Oftentim can notice on

s de-wall tches ne
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vast blocks of £
tufa and vol L
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in its bed p:‘.
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After a time the path wmecomes more
difficult. The ses are larger and
everywhere ppear in chaotic proe
fusion. Ther; hange under foot,

and the moun wn,
observes that longer walking on
ice, but on littie frozen globules. He has
reached the line of ve, and is about to
pass into the countr) eternal snow.
Upward the devious course leads, ever
growing more difficult, until the air be-

he is no

Stuart,

A long leap southward would

bring him to the locality where Rainier,

Adams and
triangle,
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noble fir claims as its

the Three isters, a group strikingly changed that the geologists have decided
similar to that in Washington; Snow it to be the beginning of the Sierra Ne-
mountain and Diamond peak are linked in vadas.

the order named. Next is Mount Thiel- The mountains of the Cascades stand
son, locally known as Cowhorn peak, on out as individuals, each peak uplifting its
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west Is a view unrivalled in
beyond the Columbia basin, in
ton, Mount Adams shows the
peak, much like a flecky olo Testing
the horigson. Then nmis Hou:d,*.
clear-cut against the sky; then h
&6 near that the timber line ig distine
as in a picture and so won "t
that the intervening Afty miles Seerq po;
more than five; then Three
Jack, as a curiously cleft peak fg

then the Three Sisters, and near
the shapely pyramid of Snow
Diamond peak glistening in the
the last jewel in the chain visihig
the point of view.

The spurs of these vast
themselves mountains that in
other region would be regarded
vels, Everywhere one can see
tude of peaks, 7.000 or 800, or
feet high, thrown about in such
that a catalogue of their
fill a book. These same |
epurs, if placed beside & hummosk
Mount Washington, N. H., or little
suvius, would overtop it as Rainler
tops his companions in the Cascades,

In 1583 Balley Willls prepared s
spective of Mount Rainler, projected
& contour map, showing a
configuration of the summit, with
tinctive outlines of Liberty
Dome, South peak and a portien
glaciers. The elevation of the
sight above the sea was 20,000
tance of point of =ight from the
2% miles; and the distance
sight from pleture plane 9 milea
drawing, which was presented by the g
logist to Mr. Ricksecker, shows the mess.
tain standing loftily above its rugged s
roundings, and lf{ting its three
far into the sky. At Rainler's .
Mount Alx, 7,623 feet high, but #0 inslg
nificant as to be unworthy of notice.

The tourist who has never seen the fis
tastic in nature should visit the lava bel
of the Cascades. There are miles i
miles of dreary waste, where oned
rock was thrust out from the earth s
then frozen stiff. It looks lke &
Slackened river that had swept
from some hidden source, had
checked and then solidified. The
tion can picture along the lifeless st
odd shapes resembling animals, grim asl
forbidding ghosts of a tremendous o
vulsion in ages past, when everything ss
turned to rock at the death of the
of fire. One figure is strikingly ke
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monkey; another seems to be 4 man;
so the fantastic Images may be
to infinity. In some regions, for

the neighborhood of Mount St. Heles
trunks of trees are yet standing i th
midst of the lava, indicating that !ﬁ:
was comparatively recent. The :
of the Dakotas impress the beholder &
weird and chaotic; the lava beds of th
Cascades, in conjunction with thelr s
roundings, are chaos in the
degree

Amid the stupendousness of these moust
ains over which Rainler towers 83 L
individual man feels himself dwarfed
mades infinitesimally
Mazamas make thelr annual exoumion
and here the true lover of the besutifel
and the grand, and the sublime in Betsn
can revel to his heart's contenl. Ewy
year witnesses an addition to the
people who in summer time pres |
glacial fce heneath their feet and #&

and the loe caves s by vapot life and Iimb in order to achleve the &is
yents from the interior of the earth tinction of having entered the froses

Year by year the mn glon of eternal snow.
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BAKER TO0 SHASTA:

TWENTY SUMMITS UPLIFTED INTO THE REGION

OF ETERNAL SNOW,.
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