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The American museum of natural his-
tory In New York city is about to send
out an expedition, the purpose of which
will be to establish just how America |
u’e to be peopled with Indians. Sev- |
era! leading scientists will carry on in-
vestigations in Alaska and in Northeast- ‘
ernt Asig to determine whether or not the |
inhabitants of the two countries had any
ancient connection with each other by |
way of Bering strafte. It will be a thor-
ough and systematic exploration of the
country snd people existing between the
Ataoor river in Asia and the Columbia
river in America. The history, traditions,
folkiore, customs, costumes, manner of {
iiving, implements used and the language |
of the inhabitants of both coasts will be |
examined inte and compared, with the |
fdea of finding out just how much anclent |
similarity existed between them. Dr.
Franz Boag of Columbia university, as-
sisted by Harlan 1. Smith, of the Amer-
fcan Museum of Natural History, will
Jead the expedition. which will be financed |
from the private purse of Morris K. Jesop, |
president of the museum.

The problem of how America came to
be peopled has aiways been a leading one
for anthropologists, but evidence obtained
during the past few yeurs seems to point
10 one solution—that the original passage
between the continents was made via
Bering straits, and that from this point
the immigrants gradually spread south- |
ward and ecastward until a new mee
spread over the whole Western hemi-
sphere. Thiz is the theory, plansibie
endugh, in view aof the svidence advanced,
#ithough it takes but littie account of any
relies of prehistorie man which may have
been found on this side of the ocean It
alsg entirely disregnrds the theory which |
pretends that the Indians are the descend-
ants of the lost tribes of Isracl Sclentists |
generaily contend that this last story is |
but a pleazant little myth intended to ad- |
Just the disparity which exists between i
certain Biblical dates and present condi-
tions. On both shores of the Pacific relics |
have been found which clearly indicate |
a decided similarity in methods and prac- |
tices pursued by the inhabitants. but while |
the isolated instances of similarity have |
given good ground for the theory of io-
tercommunication, no systematic plan of |
research has ever been oarried out. It is
high time now that something definite be
done In the matter, for it Is expected that
the bullding of the trans-Siberian railroad, |
with its branches and consequent civibiz- |
ing Influence, will destroy the primitive
conditions and method of living of certain
Asiatic peaples, the study of which will |
be most important in summing up the |
question of thelr anclent emigration i

The expediticn will he divided into three |
parties, the first of which will start for
Alasks in May. Six years will be con- |
sumed in research. Particularly wili the |
myths and traditions of the people f |
the two countries be Inguired Into, !
these are upt to give evidence of
earlier movements of the races far
accurately than a mere comparison of |
utensils. But this inguiry will be the
most arducus task the sclentists have In
store for them. Por instance, ax Dr. Boaz
puints aut, coast inkablitants are noted
for their innumerable dialects. Siberia,
in fta central position, s Inhabited by
tribes speaking the same language, and
of simiiar habits, while the eastern shoes |
of the country hoast of a varlety of races
and innun ernble dialects. In America ‘he
same foatures obtain. The Indians of the
central portion were alike In many char-
acteristies, occupled gireat stretches of
country and spoke for the most part the
same tongue. On the coast the difference
in race and dialects was In large evi-
donce. At the present time ten languages
are spoken by the people Hving between
the Columbia river and Bering straits

the
more |

| same <lan

und these are divided into thirty-seven
dialects of widely different character.
In Asis we find at least seven languig s |
and ten dialects spoken along the coast,
and none of the speakers of sny one 4l
leet is able to understand the speakers
of another Malect. The diversity I
cmazing, yet it s expected that the same i
myths will be found to permeate the tra-
ditlon of all the inhabitants, not only on !
fme. but on both coasts. The establish- |
ment of this fact would show that ancient |
fntercourse st have existed bhetween |
the two countries. In fine the expedition |
will really be a quest for the discoverers |
of America !
What we already know of the two
coasts consists mainly of the researches
of Ratzel Mason and Boaz on this side |
of the ocean. and of Stellar. Schreuck, |
Castreu and one or two other explorers
on the Asiatic side. Yet our knowledge |
g8 It stands is lmited, scattered ind |
untechnical. Not that the men m
tioned are untechnical In any sense it
the facts as related bear but a Hmited
relation to one another and fall short of
supplying a  perfect th ) Yot the
is¢ lated information s ting to
degree There = a surprising
In feature existing between
of the Northwest American «
Japanese., In many Instance
vestigntor oan go 2 step farther
point to Alaskans who look more
the inhabitants of Asia than thoy
Americans, and to the Ainues of
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mo tribes of the north and their tradi-

tions indicate that it is a very ancieat
game. In addition to these specific cases |

genmeral resemblance may be found in

the weapons, the rude games, the house- |
hold and cooking utensils, the manner of :

dress and In the thousand and one other
customs and ways in which one people
could resemble another. The inhabi-
tants of the northwest coast even build
very substantial houses. Not mere huts,
but elaborate afairs eontaining galle=-
fes and rude bedrooms, showing an ad-
vancement and, to a certain extent, a
culture which ssvors of the Far East
rather then of the far Northwest

But there is a school of paieonthology
and ethnology, the members of which
hold that these forms of resemblance are
not sufficient to warrant the assumption

| that the twe races mnast have sprung from

the same parent stem or at least from the
This school of scjentists
claims that because a Savage living on
the equator dances and yelis when he is
overjoyed and another savage living on
the northwest coast happens o do the
same for the same reason. this simiilarity
in ex n does not necessarily prove
pear relationship between them. but that
it s natural for savage men to dance and

| yell when overjoyed, just as it is natural

for him to eat when hungry. The answer

! of the schooi opposed to this argument is:

Weil. how did the Indians get there? He
is= not a spontaneous produet of the soil
\nd granting any theory of evelution. he
must vet have immigrated from Asia,
which country is generaily conceded te be
the cradle of the human race. If climatic
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dune In a great extent to
the opnion he now
be specialiy fortified
tion into the almost
mingled chance and
once ancient Mexican

indoo. Such a one is the game of
.P::"h:;. an anciemt and =till popular sport
in Hindoostan, and patolli, which was
seemingly an established Mversion in
Mexico at the time of the Spanish con-
quest. The principle and even the de-
2ails of these two games are =il to bear
o close a resembience to one another,
as to make their independent tnvention
highly improbable, and to justify the in-
(".m;-e that at some date prior to 130
the Asiatic game had
America. Just when or how the passage
was effected is not yet fuily clear te Dr.
Tylor, but it seems almost certain that
the Pacific ocean. with its dotted islands
breaking a specially long journey, was
the avenue by which the intercommu-
mication—if such it prove to be—was in
fact® accomplished. These recent re-
searches of Dr. Tylor are certain to di-
rect mew attention to the critical study
of this most important and equally inter-
esting subject.”

Dr. Boaz. who wiill take the expedition
to the northwest coast. has been in Alas-
ka before, and is well acquainted with the
people, their mode of living and many
of their dialects. He is also a student
of Indian myths and folklore, and has by
his researches added much to our knowli-
edge of the first inhabitants of America,
but even thus equipped the task before
him will be stupendous. After exhorting,
coaxing and accumulating in any manner
he can the old tales from these American
Northmen. the immense task of discrimin-
ating between the good and the bad, the
worthy and the useiess, the ancient and !
the modern, will be-his portion. It.is not |
enough to collect a quantity of ancient
fables which may nhave become current

can culture wa2s
Asdlatie influence. In
considers himself t0
by a closer examina
tientical games of
skill which are at
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Following are some very interesting
portions from a paper read by Maj. W.
V. Rinehart at a meeting of veterans some
! time ago. A€ it is made up largely of
| personal reminiscences, it will be found
! entertaining reading especially for pio-
| neers.

Commander and Companions: In order
| to cover in a single paper my term of ser-
i yice, censisting of four years and eight
months, with the Oregon Volunteers, it
will be necessary for me to touch but
briefly and at wideintervals—like the hoof-
beats of a bounding race-horse—such inci-
dents only as may suggest themselves
after a lapse of 30 years to one who has
not made it a practice naydared not trust
himself. to recount our exploits in a re-
mote field upon which the “pomp and eir-
cumstance of glorious war” did not shed
their inspiring lustre. You will be gener-
ous enough not to expect to hear this
evening the booming of heavy artillery nor
the roar from long lines of musketry. The
flash of our sabres and the sound of our

turned towards the bloody fields of the
southland, where you, my honored com-
panions, were carrying upon your bayon-
ets the happiness and the hopes of a proud
people—the life of a great nation. Com-
pared with the stern logic of events
through which you passed and of which
you were part, our experience was but the
poetry of war; yet, tame as it may appear
to you, T shall hope to show that our ser-
vite was not entirely barren of valuable
results to the United States government
and to our Pacific Coast states.

within a few hundred years, or may have
been assimilated from the imported fairy
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Similarity of Types and Relics from Asiatic and Alaskan Shores.

! conditions have influsnced his color grad-

ually the process would naturally be slow
in coming about, and that in itself would
presuppose great antiquity for the race,
At least in the few hundred years during
which Europeans have inhabited America
there seems to be no influence in the oll-
mate which would give their fair skins the
color of copper.

But there 1s a decided and easily traced
similarity extsting hetween the Japanese
and the American Indian. There is the
superficiality in many things, the
same physiological characteristics, which
in the c¢ase of the Alnas may be fairly
outlined The Ainas, it may bhe <|‘|!r\.i.
are an ancient and primitive race inhab-
iting Japan, gradually dwindiing in num-
bers under the aggression of the
nd more civilized Jap, who, by the way,
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Those of Alaska on the Right.

tales of the whites. The antiquity of
each tradition will have to be decided up-
on, compared with «ue antiquity of a tale
of similar import found; mayhap. in Asia.
The yarns of sundry ancient European
mariners shipwrecked after 2  quest of
whales in the North Paecific will have to
be sifted from the native folklore, for
these shipwrecked sallor tales have at
times wrought dire 'results with thé
beauty of native traditions in various
parts of the world. The half-digested
teachings of early missionaries also have
in many cases changed the sSimplicity
of native traditions, and created messiahs
not
otherwise have existed. In short, the col-
lection of facts will not be nearly so ar-
duous a task as will be the determination
of their legitimacy. But when the task
is finally complete we shall probably be
ible to state with certainty who was the
first discoverer of America.—Memphis
Commercial-Appeal.
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The garrison at which

Those of Asia on the Left,

made its first rendezvous In 1861 was
named “Camp Baker.,” in honor of Sen-
ator E. D. Baker, the “gray eagle of the
west,” who was killed at Ball's Bluff. It
was located near Jacksonville, Or.. not
far from the California line, and was of
temporary construction—rude enhinsg of
anhewn logs—ta be occupied by us as bar-
racks’ during the winter, where our bat-
talion might obtain forage for their horses
and employ the men for a short time be-
fore going to the front in evolutions and
drill, from the school of the soldier to that
of the regiment.

It might be interesting to follow those
warm-hearted ranchers and miners into
their first camp at headquarters and
through the vicissitudes of thelr early and
awkward drilling in tactics and tne discip-

motley crowd, representatives of “all na-

were only the counterpart of American
volunteers anvwhere.

our command with patriotic fervor and
enthusiasm, our regiment of seven com-
panies was ordered into the fieid. We had

mand was divided Into three separate hat-
talions and sent in different directions to
as many frontier posts, there to take sta-
tion and relieve the regulars, who had al-

the =eat of war in the East. Thus from
Camp Douglas at Salt Lake to Fort Col-
ville, and from Camp Banning at San Pe
dro, Cal, to Fort Townsend, four regi-
ments of California volunteers, supple-
mented by one regiment of Washington

and lIater, one of Oregon infantry, were
hastily scattered in answer to the dis-
loyai demand for a “Pacific Coast repub-
He'' and to guard the sparsely settled fron-
tier nst the incursions of hostile In-
dians
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far-off bugies were alike unheeded by the |
public, whose eyes and ears were then |

line of camp life, for they were indeed a |
tions,” hailing from all spheres, trades and |

callings in life; but, in this respect they |

..mct as the news of the great victory at |
Fort Donelson reached our eamp, covering |
our flag with glory and filling the hearts of |
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country, preying upon both miners and
Indians alike. Our duty was to break up
their dead fails and whisky dens and land
illicit traders and captured road agents in
the Walla Walla jail, whence they easily
found a way of escape.

My first trip on the overland road, bar-
ring the original one in 1854, was in 1863,
when as regimental adjutant for Col
Maury, I accompanied his command of
five companles from Lapwai across the
Saimon river mountains, through the re-
gion made famous I years later by the
conflict between Gen. Howard and Chiefs
Joseph and Eagle of the Light. Major
Lugenbul, Ninth United States infantry.
was just laying the foundations of Fort
Boise when we arrived there early in July.

Arriving at' Fort Hall late in July we
were encamped with five companies on
Portneuf river near the present site of Po-
catello, where we were to co-operate with
Gen. Conner, of Camp Douglas at Salt
Lake. in forcing a treaty with Chief Poca-
tello, whom he had fl unmercifully,
killing about 200 o his  people
at ‘Bear river about two months
before. As a result the (treaty
of Box Elder followed a short time after.
But while we were encamped on Portneuf
in front of Chief Pocatello, with our horses
and pack train strongly suarded between
his camp and our own, Private Eli, of com-
pany A, deserted from the herd-guard and
struck out for the mines at Beaver Head,
Montana. Lieut. John T. Apperson, now
of Oregon City, was sent in pursuit and
captured him. Upeon our return to Fort
Walla Walla he was tried by a general

. court-martial and sentenced to death.
our battalion

But 1o return to Pocatello. when he de-
clined the wager of battle offered by us,
and took up the line of march for Box
Elder to meet Gen. Conner for the purpose
of entering into the proposed tredty, it was
the signal for great rejoicing among the
5% or more immigrants about our eamp.
That evening when supper was over and
the midday heat of that sultry dog-day
season had been tempered down or folded
back like a mantle into the lava-plain by
the evening breeze that came out from the
Wind River mountains, whose glittering

! peaks glow at rise and fall of night like
! the

“lances of a guard invincible,” the
yvoung folks of the immigrant train gath-
ered on the green sward, a large ring, a la
Queensberry, was formed by stretching
picket lines on stakes driven in the
ground; then they brought forth a string
band—guitars, mandolins, banjos and vio-
lins—enough to challenge the admiration
of Terpsichore herself. The music struck
up a grand march and the ring was soon
filled with smiling couples, not all in even-
ing costume, it is true, but seemingly just
as happy In anticipation of pleasures to
come. Matronly dames from whose faces
the crow-foot traces of care had driven the
love light of youth, and their daughters, in
whose young bhosoms that hallowed twi-
light had secarcely dawned, halted hefore
each other there under the silent stars
playfully challenging each other to thread
the giddy mazes of the gay quadrille or
dreamy waltz: while, forgetting for the
time the rigors of camp discipline. gilt
shoulder-straps, chevrong, plain army blue
and the brass buttons of the rank and file,
met and mingled on the dead level of so-
cial equality. To some of those present
on that night the scene became memorable
as the dance that ushered in Waterloo—
indeed, it was their Waterloo, in which
some of them surrendered to love, the
“conguering hero in many an epic battle.”

Upon our return march Capt. G. B. Cur-
rey was sent with his company E from
Salmon Falls to explore the then terra
incognita surrounding the sources of Bru-
neau and Owyhee rivers and to spy out a
band of hostiles who were skulking in
those mountain strongholds to avoid pun-
ishment for killing a party of miners and
trappers in the Bruneau valley near the
confluence of Bruneau with Snake river,
only a short time before. The main col-
umn had moved by easy marches down
Snake river along the emigrant road to
the scene of the recent massacre, and

i when Capt. Currey falled to join the com-

mand at the appointed time Lieut, James
A. Waymire of company D, who is now an
honored member of the Loyal Legion, and
at present chairman of the judiciary com-
mittee of the house in the Califorma legis-
lature—who also has been so often named
in tne dispatches of late as the probable
secretary of the interior in President Me-
Kinley's cabinet—wassentup the Bruneau
as a rellef party with rations for the over-
due company E. Waymire's party fell
upon a small band of Indians and killed
four of them bhefore they eould escape to
the cliffs, thus drawing the “first blood™
of that five months' campaign. T weall re-
member that upon his return to our camp
the battalion was engaged in a fierce at-
tack upon a school of salmon which was
trying to run the blockade of a shallow
riffle in the river near by.

We were not using nets as the apostles
did in Galilee, but were spearing them
with sabres and bayonets and throwing
them out with our hands until half a ton
of finny trophies lined (he banks of the
river, which served as an agreeable
change from “salt-horse and sow-belly.”

Early in the spring of 1864, while Chief
We-ow-we-wa WwWas operating towards
Duck valley, northwest of Elko, Nev., with
a strong war party, he feil upon and killed
a party of 60 Chinese miners near Jordan
creck. About this time Chief Paulina, his

| brother-in-law, was plundering the settle-
ready gone or were urgently demanded at

Oregon, and
the Blue
These two
mount-
ains for over 200 miles, from Des Chutes
to Grand Ronde river.

When the chase failed to supply his tribe
he raided the settlements along the John
Day and Powder rivers,
we-wa, with their tribes, held sway over
Harney valley, Warner valley, Barren val-
ley and 1% miles of Crooked river, and
controlled the country from Camp Bidwell
California, to Three Forks, Idaho, and
from Humboldt river, Nevada, to Harney
lake, Oregon. One had just killed the &)
Chinese, while the other was raiding and
pillaging the settlements on John Day
river Refore troops could he -H_-pa(.h.-ﬁ
punish these fearless raiders, the min-

ranchers and cowboys about Canvon

ty had organized a party of & arrﬁml
men, under leadership of the lawyer-poet
Joaquin Miller, to follow and punish them.
They were supported by a detachment of
2 Oregon cavalry under command of
Lieut. J. A. Waymire. Loaded with spoils

ments on John Day river,
driving off their stock across
Mountains into Harney basin

| and plunder captured In their raid, the In-
v and stealth employed by |

dians under Paulina
"

retreated over 150
= through a severe snow storm over a
trackiess waste to the winter quarters of
We-ow-we-wa, his powerful ally, where
g strongly forced, he made a
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He and We-ow- !

marched from Fort Dalles on the Colum-
bia about May 1. 1%4. and two companies
from Fort Walla Walla. supported by one
company of Washington Territory in-
fantry for camp duty. from Fort Boise.
They approached Harney basin from oppeo-
site directions. each command havine In
Indian scouts. Capt. Drake having Warm
Spring Indians under their war chief
Stock-Whitley, and Capt. Currey: having
Umatillas under Chief Umahowlish. When
Capt. Drake’s command had advcm‘ﬂ‘l;ll“o
the Indian country nearly 20 miles, Chief
Stock-Whitléy reported a camp of about
4 hostiles hid away in the foothills of the
Blue mountains and Capt. Drake sent out
| Lieut. J. M. McCall, with Lieut. deve
Watson and 60 men and Stock-Whitiey
with his scouts to engage and destroy the
party. They approached the hostile camp
by night and attacked at daylight from
three sides. The party of 30 cavairy under
Watson, charging the camp first, ran into
and was surprised by an ambush party.
who delivered a volley from the rocks at
short range, killing Lieut. Watson and
five of his men. besides wounding several
others. At this moment Stock-\Whitley,
with his party. advancing to the attxek
from another direction. was killed himssf
with three of his braves, and Capt. Me-
Call., who had been delayed in his move-
ments by attempting 1o secure a large
band of Indian horses which he had cap-
tured. seeing both the other parties in
confusion. gave up the attack. sounded the
recall and. withdrawing a little way. sent
to Capt. Drake, 20 miles off. for reinforce-
ments. During the night the hostiles made
their escape. Reveille roll call next morn-
ing showed 10 dead, who were buried in a
common grave and the spot was marked
by a mound of rocks, where “'the giant
tread of the earthquake even shall not
disturb their slumbers.”

A few months later a military post was
established near the scene and named in
honor of the gallant Lieut. Watson. At
the main entrance to the garrisoun was set
up a beautiful cenotaph. on which was in-
scribed the enduring record of his valor.
While this was going on near Paulina val-
ley on Crooked river, Capt. Currey. 200
miles away., surprised a small party of
hostiles in Jordan valiey near Sheep Rock
and killed four of them, rom whom his
Umatilla scouis took the scalps. which
were used by them in fantastic sculp
dances during a few nights following.
When the two commands met in Harney
valley they followed up Chief Paulina and
attacked him on Murderer's creek where
it enters the North Fork of John Day.
While the Indians were routed and a few
of them killed, it was a bloodless battle on
our part, except the wounding of a few gf
our cavalry horses. Our long range Sharp's
carbines kept the Indians too far off for
their guns to have effect upon our lines.

It had been talked around our camp fires
in summer and our barracks In winter now
for three years and we were all agreed
that in no other way could the hostiles be
subdued finally and forever, except by oc-
cupying their country at whatever cost
and staying there until they were subdued
by contact with our scouts and the civili-
zation which would follow our troopy. or
be exterminated by the ravages of war at
close range.® No settlement in their coun-
try could become permanent so long as the
settlers were forced to remove every win-
ter to some distant place of safety. By
the loss of Gen. George Wright in the
summer of 1865 on the Brother Jonathan
when on his way to take command of the
Department of the Columbia, the com-
mand fell temporarily upon the senior offi-
cer, Capt. (then colonel) G. B. Currey,
First Oregon Infantry. He promptly de-
cided to test our volunteer theory ¢f going
into the heart of the Indian country and
conquering it by possession. Luring his
brief command he sent all the available
troops of his department to the extrame
frontier, where they established ecamps
and rude posts, each of which soon be-
came the nucleus and base of supply for
a new settlement that in a little while be-
came strong enough to protect itseif. For
the advance guard of settlers who pushed
out boldly and followed up our military
posts were fearless as a horde of Mame-
Jukes. Their endurance and courage made
them reliable and valuable auxiliaries to
the weak garrisons into which our widely
Aispersed volunteer army was divided.
These border men, armung and supporting
themselves at their own cost, took the
place of troops, they were as useful to
government and as thoroughly dreaded hy
the Indians as so many disciplined soldiers
and they carried with them the seeds of
our “Liberty tree.” Wherever they ob-
tained a foothold self-reliant, havdy, en-
terprising settléelments sprane up at once.
While as a rule they were ' oor men, ex-
ceptiens were found in the class calwd
“eattle-kings,” who readily saw the profits
able ficld of adventure opened for their
herds s the Indians gave way hefore
these outposts of civilization. Some of
these were men who would scarcely be ex-
pected to brave the perils or endure hard-
ships of the pitiless frontier. .men of am-
ple wealth and culture were sometimes
found taking their lives in their hands and
roughing it with the cowboys un-
til they became so enamored of
their wild, free life that they
would not give it up. Of these hardy
ploneers a partial history is still to be
found in the geography of the country
they helped to reclaim, which contains the
names of many of them who have passed
to their reward and a few who still inger
amid the scenes that witnessed thelr early
struggles and triumphs.

This bold move of Col. Currey. for which
he was severely censured by the war de-
partment at Washington and resigned
from the service in consequence, was in
fact the “beginning of the end"” of our In-
dian troubles. His camps were established
=0 late in autumn that they could not then
be broken up, for the snow on the Cascade
and Blue mountains had already cut off
all communication with the settlements
before the movement was fully reported
and understood at Washington, Camps
Alvord, Wright, Colfax, Currey, Watson,
Bruneau, Harney, (. F. Smith, Warner
and Three Forks of Owyheec—ten in all-
dotted the territory usually occupied by
the Indians as their winter quarters, and
scarcely one of these camps that did net
have to report some hostiles killed during
the ensuing winter. The success attend-
ing the efforts of these small garrison,
which had been =0 unexpectedly

at once demoralized the Indians
manded the favorable notice of Gen. Geo.
Crook. who, following us, was

and Piutes; and, taking up the work where
we had left off, in a short time he closed
out the whole difficult problem. leaving
astrong settlements clustered

those small military camps: and there is
today in all that region no spot known as
“Indian country.”

It i3 not death we fear, Hut its awful
shadow, projected by ages of superstition.
TDeath itself may be our universal friend,
the best that we can know,
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