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1HE SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1897,

2 2
receive my most ' gtrengthenting the ties that bind us to those isiands and of four hatileships of the first class, two second, and forty- } ment of space for the Americ
:noi.?;g o ur;da:mn:?mf_‘”'gu:mshouid :uch’a step | be r—’lu.-ed {y the free wiill of the Hawalian state. eight other vesseis, ranging from armored cruisers to torpedo ; servad by the expasition aut
be now taken, when it is apparent | That trealy was unsnimousiy ratifed without amend- There are under construction | ticuiarly gratfying, in view ¢
that a hopeful change has surer- | ment by the senats and president of the Republic of m m five battieships of the first class, | States was one of the last
mmm vened in the policy of Bpain toward | Hawali on the 19th of September last, and oniy awaits the sixteen torpedo boats and one sub- | of France. The recepiion ac i
Cuba? A new government has ' favorable action of the American senate to effect the com- marine boat. No provision has yet | was most cordial and e was v ery reason

taken office in the mother couniry. |

" M It is pledged In advance to the dec-

laraiion that all the effort in the

m“' worid cannot suffice fo maintain

u peace in Cuba by the bayomet; that |
vague promises of reform after sad-
jugation afford no solution of she (nsular probilem; that '.i.th :
% substitution of commanders must come & change of the |
past system of warfare for one in harmeny with a new gol'u ¥ |
which shall longer aim to drive the Cubans 10 the horri-
bie &l e of taking to the thicket or succumbing in |
misery”; that reforms must be instituted In accordance with
the needs and circumstances of the time, and that these re-
forms, while designed to give full autonomy to the colony
and to create & virtnal entity and self-controiled administra- |
tion, shall yet corserve and affirm the sovereignty of Spain {
by a just distribution of powers and burdens upon a basis
mutual interest, untainted by methods of seilish expe-
dieng; first acts of the new government lie in these honor-
eble patha, The poiicy of cruel rapine and exiermination |
that #0 long snocked the universal sentiment of Bumanity |
has beep reversed. Under the new military commander a
Lroad clemancy s proffered. Measures have already been
st on foot to relieve the horrors of starvation. The power |
of the Bpanish armies, it is asserted. s to be used, Dot 10|
spread ruin and desolation, but to protect the resumption |
of peuceful enitural pursuits and productive indusiries. |
That past methods are futlle to forve a peace by : H
is freely admitted, and that ruin without concillatic
inevitably fail to win for Spain the fidelity of a contented |
depondency. i

Decrees in application of the foreshadowed reforms have |
slready been promulgated. The full text of these decr
bas not been received, but as furnished in a telegrag

summary from our mipister
All eivil and electoral r
m l’ peninsular S8paniards are, in virtu
of existing constitutional assembly,
nh forthwith extended to eolonial Span-
fards., A scheme of antonomy has
been preclalmed by deeree, to be-
come effective upon ratification by
the cortes, It creates a Caban par
llament, which, with the insular ex-
ecutive, can consider and vote upon all subljects afecting
Jocal order and Interests, possessing unlimited powers
as to matters of state, war and the navy, as to which the
governor general acts by his own authority as the delegate
of the gentral government. This parliament recaives the
oath of the governor general to preserve faithfully the lib-
erties and privileges of the colony, and to it the colonial
secretarfes are responsible. It has the right to propose to
the central government, through the goverrgr general, modi-
ficat of a charter and to invite new pPojects of law or
executive measures in the interest of the colony.

Besides its local powers, it is competent;

First—~To regulate electoral registration and procedure
and prescribe the quaiifications of clectors and the manner
of exercising suffrage.

Second-—-To organize courts of justice with native judges
from members of the Jocal bar.

Third—To frame the insular budget beth as to expendi-
tures and revenues o meet the Cuban share of the nati
budget, which latter will be voted by the 1
with the assistance of Cuban senators and dog

Fourth—To initiate or tak® part in the ne
national government for commercial tre
affect Cuban Interests,

Fifth-~To accept or reject commerelal treaties whic
aational government may have concluded without the par-
ticipation of the Cuban government ®

Sixth~—To frame the colonlal tariff, acting in accord with
the peninsular government in scheduling articles of mutual ¢
commerce between the mother country and the colonies
Before introducing or veting upon a bill, the Cuban govera-
ment or the chambers will lay the project before the central |
government, and hear its opinion thercon; all the curre-
spondence In such regard being made publie. i
Finally, all conflicts of jurisdiction arising between the 1

different municipal, provincial and ir r assemblies, or |
between the latter and the Insular executive power, and
which from their nature may not be referrable to the central |
governmant for decielon, shall be submitted to the courta. ‘

1§

That the government of Sagasta has entered upon a

course from which reccssion with honor is impossible can |
hardly bée questionad; that, In the few weeks it has exisied, |
it has ma earnest of the sincerity of its professions is |
undeniable. 1 shall not Impugn its sincerity, nor should |
impatience be suffered to embarrass it {n the task it has
undertaken. It is honestly due to Spain, and to our friendly
relutions with Bpain, that she should be glven a reasonanle |
chance to realize her expectations and to prove the assertod |

eflicacy of the new order of things to which she stands irro- 1
vocably commiited, She has recalled the commander i
whose brutal orders inflamed the American mind .and |

shocked the clvillzed world. She has modified the ‘horrible
prder of concentration and has undertaken to care for tae |
helsyleu, and to permit those who desire to resume the culti-
vation of thelr fields to do »o0, and assures them of the
protection of the Spanish government in their lawful ocen-
rations. 8he has jJust released the Competitor prisoners |
eratofore sente to death, and who have been the sub- |
ject of repeated diplomatic correspondence during both this |
and the preceding administration. Not a single American
citizen 1s now under arrest or In confinement in Cuba of
whom this government has any knowledge. {
The near future wiil demonstrate whether the indispen- |
sable condition of a righteous peace, Just altke to the Cubans |
and to Spain, as well as equitable to all our interests so inti-

mately tnvolved In the welfare of
Am'“ wnl Cuba, I8 likely to be attained. If

other action by the United States

“m will rematn to be taken. When that
time comes that action wiil be de- |
termined in the line of Indisputable ¢
right and duty, It will be faced. '

without misgiving or hesitancy, In

ernmant owea to itsalf, and to the people who have confided
to it the protection of their Interests and honor and to |
humanity, Sure of the right, keeping free from all offense |
curselves, actuated only by upright and patriotic conshieri- |
tions, moved neither by passion nor selfishness, the govern- |
ment will continue its watchful career over the rights and |

not, the exigency of further and
the light of the obligation thls sov- |
1

property Amerfean citizens, and will abate none of irs |
efforts to bring about by r?c‘m‘oml afv-r--hu a peare which |
shall be honorable and enduring. 1f there shall hore or

be a AQuty im by our obligations to ourselves, to a3

wation and humanity to intervene with force, it shall he
wwithout fault on our part and only hecause the necessity for |
such action will be so clear as to command the support and
approval of the olviMzed world, {

By & speclal message dated the 16th day of June lnst 1
1sid before the senate of the United Si: reaty signed
that day by the plenlpotentiaries of the United Kiates and

of the Republic of Hawatl having

mw.“ for {ts purposs the wtion of |
the Hawailan | an in-
tegral part of the 1 wtes and
under 8 soverelg » senate

Should Be
Annexed

having removed the injunction of
secrecy, although the treaty is still

pending before that hody, the sub-

Ject may he properiy ref to

in this message, because -
odsary aoction of congress I= required to deter @
falatton many details of the eventual union, ald t
fact of annexation be accomplish 1 belleve it should

While eonsistertly d&lcavow
period any agkressive polley of ¢
fawaitan group, a long series o dis
threa-quarters, of a century has
terest of the United 8 8 in t!
fslands and their in
thia country, Al
serted that In no ev
statehood cease hy the pa
domination or {nfluence of s
States

Undear these
that anpexation

n & very early

the United

clreumast;

)
e logie of eventz required |
hefora 3 1) {

but decli

1 governing statehood,

{ ef Japan

iete absorption of the islands into the domain of the
‘nited States. What the conditlons of such a union shall
be; the political relation thereof to the United .S:a:e-s:
the character of the local administration; the quality and
degree of the eiective franchise of the inhabitants; the
extension of laws to the territory or thes enactment
of special laws to fit the peculiar conditions thereof; the
ion of the needs of iabor therein, and all matiers
-h the treaty relates have wisely been relegated to
congreas.

If the treaty is confirmed, as every consideration of
dignity and honor requires, the wisdom of congresa will
sew 10 it that by avoiding abrupt assimilation of elements
perhaps hardly yet fitted to share in the highest franchise
zenship, and having due regard to the geographical
yne, the most just provisions for self-rule in local
m rs, with the larges: political liberties as an integral

§ p;ﬁt of our nation, wiil be accorded to the Hawailans. No
! jess s due to a people who, after nearly five years of

to fuifiil the obligations of self-
come of their free will to merge
their destinies in our body politic.
The questions which bave arisen between Japan and
Hawail by reason of the treatment of Japanese laborers
immigrating to the islands under the Hawalian-Japanese

demonstrated capacity

| convention of 18 are in a satisfactory stage of settle-
| has not been ine |

ment by negotiation. This government

| recent years was justifiad by the requirements of the naval
defense, and has received public approbation,
now arrived, however, when this increase,
country is committed, should for a time take the form of
increased facilities commensurate with the increase of our
naval vessels,

vited to mediate, and, on the other hand, has sought no |

intervention in that matter further tham to evince its
kindliest disposition toward such a speedy and direct ad-

Justment between the two sovereign states in Interest as |

shall comport with equity and honor. It is gratifying to
jearn that the apprehensions at first displayed on the part
iest the cessation of Hawali's national. life
through annexation might impair privileges to which Japan

| increased number of officers and enlisted men.

| for the repair and care of our larger number of vessels.

honorably laid claim have given place to confidence in the |

uprightness of the government and the sincerity of its
purpose to deal with all possible ulterior questions in the
broadest spirit of friendiiness.

As to the representation of this government to Nicarazua,
Salvador and Costa Rica, I have conciuded that Mr. Willlam
L. Merry, confirmed as mindster of the United States to tha

states of Niclrnfua, Saitvador and
t M Costa Rica, shall proceed to San

m ﬂ Jose, Costa Rica, and there tempor-

arily establish the headquarters of

l m l the United States to thosa three

. ﬂ states, 1 took tiis action for wnat
I regarded as the paramount inter-
Amﬂ“ ests of this country.
secratary of state that the governor
of Nicaragua, while not unwilling to recetve Mr. Merry in
iis diplomatic quality, was unable to do so on account of
the compact concluded June 20, 1893, whereby that repuhblic
and those of Salvador and Honduras, forming what is known
as the Greater Republic of Central America, 4 surrenderad
to the representative diet thereof their right™o receive and
send diplomatic agents. The diet was not willing to accept
him becaure he was not accredited to that body. could not
aceredit him to that body because the appropriation law of
congress did not permit,

Mr. Baker, the present ministar at Managua, has been
directed to present his letters of recall.

Mr. Godfrey Hunter has likewise been accredited to the
governments of Guatemala and Honduras, the same as his
predecessor. Guatemala is not a member of the Greater Re-

ublic of Central America, but Honduras is. Should this
atter government deciine to receive him, he has been in-
structed te repont this fact to his government and awalit its
further instructions.

A subjfect of large importance to our country and in-
ereasing appreciation on the part of the people is the com-

meres ig universally admitted. The
commission appointed under date of
July 24 last, “to continue the sur-

the N ragua can: F
making complete plans of the entire work of construction of
such canal,” is now employved in the undertaking. In the
of the third and fourth sections of the revenue act, ap-
proved July It 187, I appointed the Hon. John A. Kasson,
' of lowa, a special commissioner

pletion of the great highway of trade between the Atlant
veys and examinations authorized
3y the act approved March 2, 15%
future I shall take occasion to transmit to congress the report
of this comn m, making at the same time such further
plenipotentiary to undertake the re-

quisite negotiations with foreign
countries desiring to avail them-
selves of thesa provisions. The ne-

gotiations are now proceeding with
several governments, both Euro-
pean and American.

that by a carcful exgreise of the

It was devel- |
oped upon an investigation by the |

a view of !

It {= belleved |

powers conferred by that act some |

and Pacific known as the Nicara

in regard 10 the proper
suzgestions as may then seem adv ble.
grievances of our own and of other countrieg in our mutual

canal. 1Its value to American coir

ibility, and cost
In order to execute as nearly as possible the provisions
trade relations may be either removed or largely alleviated,

and that the volume of our commercial exchanges may

be enlarged, with advantages to both contracting parties.
Most desirable from every standpoint of national Inter-

: and patriotism is the effort to extend our forelgn com-
To this end our merchant marine should be Im-
proved and enlarged. We should do

Amrlca Nms our full share of the carrying trade
of the world, We do not do ft now.
We should be the laggard no longer,
a Be“el' Mer— The h!.’j'ﬂOl’"i’ of our merchant mae
rine is justly humiliating to the na-
tional pride. The
chant Marine .., i
milinr visitors at every commer«
‘--Y.ll. thus opening up new and valuabl mar-
plus products of the farm and the factory,
The «ffo which had been made during the two pre-

Y"'”v" yvears ny predecessor to secure better protection
to the fur seals in the North Pacific ocean and Bering sca,
invitatlon, the governments of Rus-

were renewed at an early date hy
Adequate Pro-
tectlon for the 400000730, Gl
conference was held during the
Seal Her

overnment

port of the wi
kets to the s

pursied with earnestness. Upon my

montha of October and November

last, :\'hrroin It was unagimously

reed that under the exi WU

lations this species of us=eful .n'x'!‘:x.\'xll‘\‘::|~ ‘:"fxr(:-‘::r ﬁ r;‘?'u‘
‘tion t nointernational agreement of all the
neceseary for their adequate pro-

Great Britain did  not  see

this conference, bhut subsee

as delegares the expert come-

and Canada, who had during

t pa t \ the Pribilof islands, and who
m i L mile 1missioners on the part of the
t result this conference was 1L P
; facts « d with the condltion of

auld pia« hew

Neerned

the preservation

rest ¢ herd Nogotiations to this end are W
inoy he resuit of which 1 hope to be able to repore
to s a n eariy dav,
tior rbteration nnot he omitted from the
2 ts Y o1y meideration. Events have
gerved to sir en the general views an the

1= question

settle-
S hetween the na-
12 to the hor-
embodving

‘ing toward the
rence
it res

1ifY

Internaticnal "‘
Artbitratlon .-

pr %, on hroad
Instead of War ! L ANy way impertiling
The present immediat A ;

i Hat

by |
constitutional meaneg !
should ald In making our ships fa- |

this administration, and have been |

; essary restrictions of commerce,

are of no fighting value.
by ships now under constructic

the very best of each ty¥pe, and with the increase that should
be made to it from time to time in the future and careful
attention to keeping it in a high state of efficlency and re-
pair, it is well adapted to the necessities of the country,

the Pacific coast capable of docking our largest ships, and
only one on the Atlantic coast, and that the latter bas for
the jast six or seven months been under repair and therefore
incapable of use.
vide three or four docks of this capacity on the Atlantio
coaar, at least one on the Pacific coast, ard a floating dock
on the guif.
petent board appointed to investigate the subject.

der construction; and also that several torpedo boats be
Sur(horlzed in connection with our generai system of coast
efense.

as to the necessity for a military force in the territory of

beent made for the armor of three
of the five battlaships, as it has been
impossible to obtain it at the price
fixsl by congres It is of great
importancs that ngress provide
this armor, as until then the ships

and Docks
for the Navy

The preseut naval force, especially in view of its increass
. while not as large as that
dable force, Ils vessels are

a few other powers, isa form

The great increase of the pavy which has taken piace In

The time has
to which the

It is an unfortunate fact that there is only one dock on

Immediate steps shouid be taken o pro-

This is the recommendation of a very com- |

There should also be ample piovision made for powder
and projectiles and other munitions of war, and for an

Some additlons are a!so necessury to our navy yards

As there are now on the docks five battleships of the

:qrg!:est fcla.!s which cannot Ibe com-
ete ‘eAr Or two, {
Pﬂﬂﬂc mt Iv)rlm; theO:e:ox;u:en:l;u:noof "c!-gns?g !
Entitled to a

retary of the navy for an appropria-
tion authorizing the construection of
one battleship ?or the Pacifle coast, |
where at present there is only one |
in commission and one under con-
struction, while on the Atiantic there
are three in commission and four un-

The territory of Alaska requires the prompt and early
attention of congress. The conditions now existing demand
material changes in the laws relating to the territory. The |

great influx of' p_c;pfullaluonddulﬂng}he i
lll”raﬂve Dot 42 a i rmer hmigration 1
Need of Laws
for Alaska

the spring, will not permit us to
longer neglect the extension of civil
authority within the territory or
postpone the establishment of a more
thorough government. A general

system of public surveys has not
vet been extended to Alaska, and |
all entries thus far made in that district are upon speciai |
surveys., The act of congress extending to Alaska the |

mining laws of the United States contained the reserva- |
tion that it should not be construed to put in force the |

vast, remote, and yet promising portion of our country.
Svecial authority was given to the president by the act
of congress approved July 24, 1887, to divide that territory
into two land districts and to designate the boundaries

thereof, and to appoint registers and surveyors of said
land offices; and the president was zed teo
appoint a surveyor general for the er Pur-

suant to this authority. a surveyor g: receiver
have been appointed, with offices at Sitka. f in the en.
suing year the conditions justify it, the additional lana
distriet authorized by law will be established, with an or
fice at some point in the Yukon valley. No appropriation, |
however, was made for this purpose, and that s now ;
necessary to be done for the two land districts Into which
the territory Is to be divided.

I concur with the secretary of war in his suggestion

Alaska for the protection of persons and property. Already
a small force, consisting of twenty-tive men, with two of-
ficers, under command of Lieut, Col. Randall, of the Eighth
infantry, has been sent to St. Michael to establish a mil-
itary post.

As it is to the interest of the government to encourage
the development and settlement of the ocountry, and {ts
duty to follow up its citizens there with the benefits or
legal machinery. 1 earnestly urge upon congress the es-

EEE

dation,
In further effort to prevent
States by yellow fever, the
the exact cause of th
has been undetermined,
matic bacteriological
therefore recommend ‘that
ment of a commissio

an

dises

¥

greatest population.

The startling, though possibly exaggerated, reports
ing the country are conflrmed in
. the matter to the attention of cone-
MIISt NOt Be gress, Accesa to that countty this
impossible task. However, should
our fellow-citizeng be further verified, every effort at any

cost should be made to carry them reifef
such amendments to our quarantine
De'eﬁts Ill of the national quarantine authort-
ties paramount, 'I'he secretary of
t' l attention to the defects in the pres-
an ne aws ent” quarantine laws, and recom-
mends amendments thereto which
will add to the efficlency of the sanitary measures for the
protecticn of the people, and at the same time prevent unnecs-
‘hich up to the present time
« been obvious, and to thiz end a
expert hacteriolog selected from the medisal
offieers of the marine hospital service, one to be appointed
the republic of Fra: G p ipate In the Universal Expo-
sition of 180 at P: wis ediately followed by the ap-

from the Yukon river country of the probable shortage of
winter can be had only by the pass-

The recent prevalence of the yvellow fever in a number of
the treasury, in that portion of his

will give the treasury department the requisite authority to
I concur in his recommens

sstigation should be made., I

from civil tife, to be detailed from the medical ofticers
po ent of a special commissioner

wrosent  the

tablishment of a system of government of such flexibility
food for the large number of people who are wintering
es from Dyea and vicinity, which
cfties and towns throughout the South has resulted in much
report relating to the operation of
prevent an invasion of epidemle d foreign coun-
fnvasion of tha United
ss anthorize the appoint-

of the army and one from the medical officers of the navy.
to United States in

proposed 3

as will enable it to adjust itseif to the future areas of
there without the means of leave
'llk&ll MII\GI'S such measure as to justify bringing
lﬂ" to sm"e {s most difficult nad perhaps an
these rumors of the suffering of
disturbance of commerce and demonstrated the necessity of
laws as will make the regulations
P t Qu

resen ar- the marine hospital service, calls
tries, and in times of emergeney like that ni t past gummer
we of the discovery of
sidant, to consist of four
The acceptance by this government of the invitation of

i}n- ""tln: with =

cial reference to th cornring of

space for an adequate exhibition of
ror the Exw hehalf of the United States The |
pecial  commissioner lelaved his |

s
' ' f 'm departure for Paris long enough to
s °n ° ascertain the probhable demand for ‘

in _exhibitors. His §

nted interest in
acquired «
‘h larger allot-

-

| Goors of the schools of the nations are shut against
i and what education they get is by private contribution. :

and all such nations or tribes, either

i of such

i $6.303,000, and the unp:

ance that the United States would receive consideration com-
mensurate wikh the proportions of cur exhibit,

The report of the special cammissioner as to the
tude of the coming exposition and the demand for space for
American exhibits supplies new arguments for a liberal and

udicious appropriation by congress. to the end that an ex; i

ibit fairly representative of the industries and resources &
our country may be made in an exposition which will
trate the worid's pregress during the nineteenth cel :
The exposition is intended to be the most imporiant and com
prehensive of the long series of international « ibitions, o
which our own at Chicago was a Driliiant exampl
desirable that the United States should make a

hibit of American genius and skiil and their
achievemants in eévery branch of industry.
For a number of yvears past it h

five v 3
under treaty provisions with
ited States, with the right of
-government, and the exciusion
hite persons from within
borders, have undergone so
ilete a change as to render the
iance of the system thus in-
ated practically impossible.
al number of the five civil
ihes, as shown by the
¢ s 45,4, and this 71
has not materially increase la the white population is
estimated at from 2000 to 25000 which, by permission of
the Indian government, has setiled in the territory. The
present area of the Ind!
much of w h is ver)

The U

under which the
the Indian Territ

+
<
T

e land.

tation or with
‘e made permanent homes
rous towns aave been it in w
from 5™ to 5000 white people now reside. Valuable residence
and business houses have been erected in many of them.
Large business entlerprises are carried on, in which vast
sums of money are employed, and yet these people who have

of the
themselves,

! invested their capital in the development of the productive

resources of the couatry are without the title to the land
they occupy and have no voi 1
either of the nations or tribes. Thousands of their ¢l
who were born in the territory are of school age, bu

provision for the protection of the life or property of these
white citizens is made by the tribal governments and courts.

The secretary of the interior reports that leading Indians
have absorbed great tracts of land, to the exclusion of the
common people, and governmend by an Indian aristocracy

has practically been established, to

FI ‘l'r“ms the detriment of the people. It has
Ve been found impossible for the Unit-

ed States to keep its citizens out of

Fom an the territory, and the executory con-
Arlstccrac? Had it been possible for the tribal
government to secure to each indi-
vidual Indian his full enjoyment in common with other In-
dians of the common property of the nations, frm*s of the

become impossible of  execution.

ditions contained in treaties with
the nations have for the most part
In"f’”"‘ have long belleved that the best eres of the
Indlans of the five civilized tribes would be found in Ameri-

general land laws of the country. By an act approved | - . i e | 4
March 3, 1861, authority was given for entry of lands for : (16‘:~‘115£%;nl>:h£":’-1‘l\i;igxxul the rights and privileges which De-
townsite purposes, and also for the purchase of not ex- Pl sulloge i . .
ceedlnk 1,5 ;?;CS ihcn or ;llc.‘l'cdflél‘ ogcup,(d’ for purposes | By section 18 of the act of March 3, 1883, the president was
of trade or manufacture. The purpose of congress as thus authorized to appoint three commissioners to enter into nego-
far expressed has been that only such rights should apply Im. (-,‘s, E‘;Lf‘:n‘p'ﬁ:r:f‘:“lkm;' ‘(“}'\»giu“’x"n(i"x:l!;;ll(\'m;;\VQ“i{‘lzsogiﬁ
te the territory as should be specifically named. B oy v ot e inoie NAtions, commonly Kn( s ey
ot 5 B X i = B ¥ five zed tribes in the Indian Territory. Briefly, the pur-
It will be seen how much remains to be done for that poses of the nexotiations were the extinguishment of the

trbal title to any lands within that t

ritory now held by any

cession of the same
or some part thereof to the United States, or by allotment,
or by division of the same in severalty among the Indians
wtions or tribes respectively, as may be entitled to
the same, or by such other method as may be agreed upon
between the several nations and tribes aforesaid, and each
of them, with the United States, with a view to such an ad-
justment upon the basis of justice and equily as may, with

the <« nt of the said nations of Indians, be necessary,
requisite and suitable to enable the ultimate creation of a
state or states of the Union which shall embrace the lands

within said Indian Territory,

The commission met much opposition from the beginning,
The Indlans are very slow to act, and those in control mani-
fested a decided disinclination to meet with favor the propo-

sitions submitted to them. A little
° ltl°n more than three yvears ago the com-
ms mission effected an agreement with

the Choctaw nation alone, The
t° tm Dawes Chickasaws have refused to agree
to its terms, and as they have a

common Interest with the Choctaws

cm'sslon in the lands of said nations, the

agreement with the latter nation

could not have been made without

the consent of the former. April 23, 1897, the commission

effected an agrecment with both tribes, the Choctaws and

Chickasaws. This agreement has been ratified by the con-

stituted authorities of the respective tribes or nations or

ties thereto, and only requires ratification by congress to

make it binding. On the 2Tth of September, 1897, an agree-

ment was effected with the Creek nation, but it is under-
stood that the national council refused to ratify the same.

Negotiations are yet to be had with the Cherokees, the
most populous of the five clvillzed tribes, and with the Semi-
noles, the smallest in point of numbers and territory.

The provision in the Indlan appropriation act approved
June 1, 1896, makes it the duty of the commission to investi-
gate and determine the rights of applicants for citizenship
in the five eivilized tribes. The commission s at present en-
gaged in this work among the tribes, and has made appoint-
ments for taking the census of these people up to and in-
cluding the 30th of the present month,

Should the agreament hetween the Choctaws and Chic
saws be ratified by congress, and should the other tribes fail
to make an agreement with the commission, then it will be

::;cflssilryl Iihnlt some legnsl}ulun

ha e hac 0 O £ ic

Nm‘ty fOl' while just )x\nd Htmtw}.:g{:!t"o' t?x‘eml::
Legislation

by Gongress

dlans, shall be equitable to the
white people who have settled upon
11, 1807, says:

“Individual ownership 13 in thelr (the commission’s) opin-
fon absolutely essential to a permanent Improvement in con-
ditlons, and the lack of it {8 the root of nearly all the evils
which have so grievously affected these people. Allotment
by agreement is the only possible method, uniess the United
States courts are clothed with the authority to apportion the
lands among the citizen Indians for whose use It was orig-
fnally granted.

I concur with the seeretary of the intericr that thire can
be no cure for the evils engendered by tha perversion of
these great trusts, excepting by their resumption by the
govrmnment which created them, .

The Union Pacific rallway, main line, was sold under

the decree of the United States courtefor the district of
Nebraska, on the 1st and 2d of November, this vear. The

amount due the government con-
Sale of the
Unlon Paclfic

these lands by invitation of the
tribal nations, Hon., Henry L.
Dawes, chairman of the commis-

sion, in o letter to the sceretary of
the Interior, under date of October

sldy bonds, $27,236512, and the ac-
crued interest thereon, $31,211,711.
making the total indebtedness 8.«
48.223.75. The bid at the sale cov-
ered tha first mortgage lien and the
Maln llne entire mortgage claim of the gov-

ernment, less interest., The sale of

the subsidized portion of the Kan-
sas Pacifio llen, upon which the government holds a sece
ond mortgage lien, has been postponed at the instance of
the government to December 16, 1837, Tha debt of this Ai-
vizfon of the Union Pacific railroad to the government
November 11, 1897, was the principal of the subsidy hondas,
d and accrued Interest, $8.626,650.73,
making a total of §I2,8206%.33. The sale of this road was
originally advertised for November 4, for the purpose of
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