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tension of forelznm markets for the same,
gn2 the increase of trade and trade fa-

| general administrative duty is to be
i added the control of the following sub-
i departments or bureaus, nameiy, the !

{ tion,

life-saving service, the lighthouse board,
the marine hospital seryice, the burean
of steamboat inspection, the bureau of
navigation, the United States shipping
commissioners, the buresu of immigra-
the bureau of statis-

d«tic survey, and

! pointad so well kmown, that there would | WHAT GERMANY THINKS OF KLON-
!

To this |

the United States coast and geo~ |

tics, services that are now controlied by !

the department of the treasury. It is
proposed also to transfer to the admin-
tratlve charge of the secretary of

| commerce the department of jabor, and
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IN SOUTH AMERICA

INTEROCESSION

The promptness of the gove roment in
sending a warship to watch American
fnterests in iruguay may have more
than a passing effect It is, perhaps,
wise for this g srnment not to inter
f tively in the affairs of the South

Herioali rep <8, but it is very cer:

re was 4 show of de-
whenever a

05 il i Cryose
rey tlon was threatened, there would
Le greater stability in those countri

i onflict now waging in Uruguay
i in which the congress I8 0ppos”
jng the candidacy of a president who
ha dingly popular. The
election rests with the present con-
& s or vhambers, as the legislative
ba iy of that country is called, but there
has beeu a popular uprising in behalf

of the present pregigent anpd there are
indgis hat it

ations t} iz the purpose of at
least one of the

him
re and declare him-

factions to have

digsolve the chamb

selfl dictaror

The United States government is suf-
fictently interesied o protect the peo-
pde agalnst the viclation of their laws.
It is well known that the bulk of the
people do not favor these revolutions
ant they are as helpless as the Cubans
when the pollticians set aside the laws

and stir up strife. There may not be

the same excuse for interfering in a
ivil war as there is where the war is
warcd by a forelgn power like Spain,
t s far as the interaets of this hemi-
are eoncerned the principle is the

» b jpedd that some untoward
incident will happen compelling the

mmander of the naval

in the Rio Platte to land some
! i ! Urugnayans a
it of our strength and authority. If
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to aiso transfer the bureau of statis-
tics from the department of state.
Another suggested change of consider-

able importance is the transfer from the

{ quite what he should be so long as he

department of state of the consular |
burcau and the several consular officers

government, including
consils commercial
agents, their deputies and clerks, and
all other officers of the government re-
siding in foreign countries and charged
with the duties of facilitating and pro-
moting the commerce of the United
States with the countries to which they
are accredited. There is in this last
transfer the quaiification that, when-
ever consular officers are required to
act in diplomatic capacity in matters
not directly connected with the com-
mercial interests of the country, they
shall continue to report to the depart-
ment of state and to act under the di-
rection of the secretary of state.

An objection has been made to it on
the ground that no such office was con-
sldered necessary by the founders of
the government. Nor was the depart-
ment of agriculture, which is a branch
of our industries and commerce in a
of far less magnitude and di-
versity than those which are to be
brought within the scope of the new de-
partment, The only consideration
which should be given to this objection
might be in arranging to make agricul-
ture a branch of the new department.

Precedent is found for the creation of
a new department in several instances.
The navy was not separated from the
arnny until 1798, during the administra-
tion of President John Adams, and it
was not until 1849 that the office of the
secretary of the interior was created.
Thiere was a postmaster general as ear-
ly as any other office, but the incum-
bent was not considered a cabinet of-
ficer until 15825, and the office of secre=
tary of agriculture is not ten years old
The importance of the last named
office has only just been realized since
John Wilson demonstrated his capacity.
A much more serious objection is the
failure to bring the raliroads under the
domination of the new department by
making the interstate commerce com-
mission a subordinate branch of it
This omission will no doubt be recti-
fied before the bill becomes a law.

of the Federal

general, ceonsuls,

sense,

yvet.

NATIONAL CIVIL SERVICE.

The tinkering with the civil service
system has begun in congress and it is
plaiuly to be seen that the object is to
evade the restrictions thrown about
some of the higher and better paid of-
fices. Probably the concession will
have to be made to the {llogical but
intrenched notion that to the
belongs the spoils. The Repub-
lican party has been trying for yecars to
educate the people up to a higher con-

firmly
victor

ception of citizenship and of self-gov-
but seifish interests have al-
& blocked the way. Whatever the
Lie, there is no doubt that
the public will be better served and be
better protected by requiring that can-

didates for office shall

ernment,
wa)

theory may

demonstrate

their fitness for the duties they pro-
to undertake
A plansibie argument is that the

higher oillces are left out of the reach
uf the svstoem, while only those offices
to be filled by poor men are brought
within it pe The poverty question
has nothing whatever to do with tt. We
have t reached the point when it will

aimad that the government is a

! table institutlon, ins

iring employ-

t to thase who cannot get it in the
rvy ranks of business. A poor
1 than a rich
1 work. If 8 con
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There are many offices, such as thos
cf ambassador, consul and master
and others, whereln {t would be {mnos-
sille y civil sery rules. But
for ices character and public
reputation sre sssential; they are so

us and those lkely to be ap-

| be an expression of public indigration

if unft men were selacted. For the |
higher offices of this character the pub- |
lic relies upon the good judgment and
the gnod faith of the men it selects to
make the appointments. A president of
the United States or a United States
senator, or a cabinet officer, may rea-
sonably be expected to have a sense

of responsibility In nominating or rec- :
cmmending men for places of excep- ;

tional standing. This i{s a safeguard
which is better than any law; but in
the minor offices the danger lies. The
same scrutiny cannot be exercised. And
there is a disposition to belleve that it
does not matter much if a man is not

is & good pelitical worker. There is
every reason, therefore, why the serv-
ice should be protected in the minor
offices.

Edward Hatcliffe, the idol of the New
York matinee girl, has been sentenced to
the penitentiary for six months for bru-
tally beating his wife, a wealthy girl, who
had been fascinated by his appearance on
the stage and the romantic manner in |
which he made stage love. Many actors
are good husbhands, but they usually play
the heavy villain on the stage and do not
bave their heads turned by the adulation
of silly girls. It is an oid story, that of
the fascination actors of the romantic
school possess for thoughtless and inex-
perienced girls, but notwithstanding the
frequent exposure of the misery following
such matches young women who should,
if they do not, know better, continue to
add to the roll of marital unhappiness,

President McKinley has been compelied
to ask the visiting public to be a litile
more considerate in their calls upon him.
He has been unable to leave his desk un-
til nightfall for two weeks on account of
the demands made upon him. This re-
vives the necessity for providing the pres-
ident with an official residence apart from
his business office. He says it would be a
relief to have to walk to the White House
morning and evening, and that is a very
modest way of dealing with the subject.
The White House has entirely outgrown
the conditions that existed when that
bullding was devoted to its present pur-
pose. It should be remodeled and made
suitable only for the transaction of official
business and for state ceremoniala.

The war in India seems to have closed
for the time and the British troops are
returning from the Afridi passes. The
comple e submission of the warring tribes
is claimed, but England has to deal with
a treacherous foe on the Indian frontier,
and it will be a long time before it will
be safe to leave the line unguarded.
Russian Influence is always to be feared,
and if it is decided to harass Great Bri-
tain in India the roving bands will soon
be summoned together again and the
same old tactics repeated. The border
tribes are born raiders and fighters, and
will be only too willing to respond to
any call that promises a reasonably sure
opportunity for plunder.

W. J. Bryan has been visiting Mexico;
that is, he went there in a palace car and
was received by the diguitaries and had a
delightful time dining with the president
and being handsomely entertained by offi-
clals. Ile did not go Into the interior or
g0 among the poorer working classes in
the rural districts to inquire into the in-
dustrial condltions, except as he could
learn of them from the great employers.
Now he proposes to publish his views on
the country, just as English globe-trotters
write a book on the United States after
& three weeks' visit. He will have a book
to sell so that his visit will not
be altogether unprofitable to himself.

, however,

Maryiand Republicans seem to be
throwing away their chances of electing
by a factional fight.
seem to be almost hopelessly split and
there is even reason to fear that the
state may be thrown back into the hands
of Senator Gorman, boss-
it was re so gallantly rescued.
st has be ome 50 biiter between
Judge McComas and Malster that in any

event it looks as if both would be bLeaten.

The delegations

from whose
ship rentl

The cont

Watterson has
forecast of the next

Henry been making a

presidentlal election,
and he is Inclined to ucAle-w that if Bryan
is again nominated the ¢
ccrats will not submit
candidate in the fleld.

it Bryan is nomi
Democratic

neervative Dem-
but put another
He belleves that
nated, with no eother
candidate In the fleld, the
again be overwhelmingly de-
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DIKE.

The German people, as is well known,
&re very conservative and siow to  be-

i Heve In anything not fully substantiated
ir icepuch- led them 0 .

redence in the tales of
en they first came from
the new wonderiand Rut gradually the
news from Alaska received confirmation,
and as scon as the far-reaching conse-
quences of the gold discovery were d
impressed on the minds of the German
people, many of the most adventurous
ager (o rush to Alaska at o
for the weifare of

of suca

lows all th
WETs prom;
against und

)
ute uselessne ©
Ve,,‘r’ sum-

Ung the absol
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lous azeuts of steambosa

mer,

sént their eircu
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CAr JS if noth-
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k to Alaska 0

the person t.oxx. New ¥

insure for would-be gold-seekers a firsi-
clas iy to become ri But the
Ger 14 seen 5__11 circulars before,
an ey were to be re-

usual good sense and

i bumhu‘s e!LLerp:;;c they now commenced

to investigate the matter thoroughly,
with the result that they decided to wait
till March or April before making any

| move in the matter further than 1o pre-

pare themselves with the necessary funds
and looking for congenial traveling com-
panions. At the present time the people
of Hamburg and Berlin are as weil posted
about Alaska as the people of Chicago
and New York, and there is little danger
that any of them wiil go to the Klondika
without being duly prepared for it.

"he latest advices from Germany
dated in Hamburg December M,
stated that, as far as is pow known in
that city, about four hundred men will
start from there for the Klondike in the
spring. A party of twenty-seven Klon-
dikers were to take steamer at Bremen
on December 2§, and are about due in
New York. These men, it is said, have
made arrangements to go to San Fran-
cisco to buy their outfits in that clty,
and to start for Alaska as soon as they
can secure suitable passage. All other
parties which leave Germany later in the
season wiil be strongly advised to go to
Bkaguay by way of Secattle, and not to
buy their outfits till they vcome here. The
writer of this article is correspondent for
the leading papers of Hamburg, Berlin,
Cologne and Vienna, and has demon-
strated the advantages of Beattle in a
number of articles. Besides, a party at
Hamburg who takes great interest in

londike affairs, and whose advice s
sought by all who intend to go there, is
fully impressed with the importance of
Seattle as the best last starting point on
the Paelfle coast.

Among the 0 men pr~\hu\'\' men-
tioned are a large number of miners from
the Harz mountain and from Silesian
mining districts. None of these, it is
true, has any experience in gold mining,
but it is believed that they wiil give a
good account of themselves, as they are
known to be trustworthy, frugal, and ac-
customed" to hard work and rough cli-
mates. They will come here in small par-
ties and each party will be accompanied
by one or more men who have been in
America before, speak English fluently,
and are conversant with the customs
here. Every man who wishes to join one
of the different parties must show that
he possesses at least 1,800 marks (about
$423), before leaving the German port. It
is calculated that the steerage passage
from Bremen or Hamburg costs $i0, ev-
erything included, and the raliroad fare
from New York or Baltimore to Seattle

were

$50, ms0 that each man will have about
$330 on his arrival here.
All men provide themselves in Ger-

many with several pairs of heavy shoes,
good underclothes, flannel shirts, over-
alis and such things, and it is thought
that the $330 will suffice to buy provis-
jons, tools, the balance of thelr outfit,
pay for their transportation to the Klon-
dike, and leave them at least §100 cash
in hand when they arrive there. No mat-
ter how that may be, I think tha men
will manage to get along nicely, partic-
ularly as many of the men will have mora
money than the amount stated. Should
thege people be able to make a good show-
ing a large number of their fellow-coun-
trvmen is certain to follow them next
year.

‘1 have also been Informed that several
hundred men from Austria intend golng
to Alaska next spring. Thosa I have
heard from belong exclusively to he
provinces of Bohemia and Moravia, and
there may be others I did not hear of as

yet. They are said to be mostly poor
people and are now trying to raise the
necessary funds from relatives and

friends. Many of them may nnt succeed
in getting the money, yet it appears that
quite a number, say from 1 to 200 men,
will come here from the different Aus-
trian provinces, As 1 shall be promptly
notified of all movements in this respect,
a few weeks from now will probably

place me in the position to s.;) something
more on this subject, w. 1

FLAX CULTURE IN WASHINGTON,

Chiistepher, King Co.,

To the Editor: In your
Sunday, referring to the
beets), the latter portion of the article
suggested esxperimenting with an acre
which “would pur the farmers {n poases-
sfon of an experience which would be
very valuable.”

Permit me to say that near Oriilia, in
King county, this Jlast scason Willlam
Cochran put in on his land four acres of
flax from imported seed. end he, I be-
lleve, plactd the care an 4

Jan. 5, 1898,
editorial of
above (and

d cultivation of
the same in the hands of a Mr. McGee,
who has had many years’ experience in
Ireland In this industry,

In forty-one days from sowing the flax
attained the height of thirty-nine in
and I, with Mr. ‘McGee, left a sample at

ches,
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ing to open out

eressive

&t present open Held. U's the .*.’a‘ o
“takes the wrinkles from the brow,”
causes the radiant smile, pavs oﬂ mort-
gages, back taxes and cncumbranc
converts unbelievers and ld(.‘klll ers 1o
sound, healthy Republican principles.

| and as a business enterprise) to the faded !
. (pre
| eouragemen:

such & remuneral tive a'zd !

Wheat has done it this year, perhaps flax |

will ere long. JAMES HART.

Tax Reform.
New York Commer Advertiser,

Whether true or » that Governor
Black will make th ject of general
tax revisian the pri ndt ﬂ xea'u'e of his
forthcoming message, there are {ow ques-
tions in this state more wor:h." Of execu-
tive or public attention. The subject,
however, is a large one. which cannot bhe
eetiied off-h The tax laws of New
York are formed upon no sort of scien-
tific principle, and are little better than a
1 imhle of confie g attempts,

-

and

9

made from |

Y me to time, at securing equallty of tax- |

tion, with this resuit almost as far away
as ever. These laws represent eorts of
one class of taxpayers to shift their just
share of public hurdens upon some other
We tax inheritances, corporations
end the like to relieve owners of real es-
tz and then the latter fight
to escape real estate taxation
by the process called aqualization. Per-

sonal property in some counties escapes

class,

amonyg |

! uxanon aimost entirely, while in other |

; fail to work gross Mju

counties endeavor is made to tax it to the
last ascertainable dollar. AR this
How to cor-

o
slice.

. rect this wrong and bring something ke

i

1 | duce the matter
and |

evstem out of chaos is a dificult problem.
The only practical way would seem to he
tha appointment of a commiseion of ex-
perts to study the subject patlently and

exhaustively and report its conclusions to |

the legislature. This would, at least, re-

to shape for intelligent

general discu
The Danish West Indies.

Tha preposition the United States
government to obtain
Danish West Indies comes naturally now,
In view of the projects for annexation of
{slands in another quarter. It is not a new
enterprise. Secretary Seward atwempted
it thirty years ago, and the project was
then so riddled in a specch of Charles Sume
ner in the senate that it had few supporters
in that body. The considerations that Mr.
Sumner then presented against it were
very strong, and !t iz not at all probable
that thelr weight has been lessened by the
lapse of time. The late Fdward T.. Plerce
had occasion to investigate the subj

for

possession ef tha !

canemot |

-g. e

ot in |
|

preparing his biography of Charles Sum- !

ner, and he subsequently published a
pamphlet in which he abundantly vindi-
cated both the views of Mr. Sumner and
his manner of enforcing them.

Is High License n Fallure?
Pacific Prohibitionist.

South Carolina will go back to the only
effectual method of controlling the liguor
traflic—high license, and ibly local op-
tion.—Seattle Post-Intelligencer.

High license has been a disastrous fall-
ure so far as taking the liquor traffic out
of politics. High license Chicazo is the
worst saloon-ridden city in America,

Let Some One Nudge Hannis
Kansas City Journal.

The {nexcusable cowardice of the Mec-
Kinley administration in not rushing over
and grabbing a slice of China doesn't seem
to have occurred to the Hon, Hannls Tay-
lor as yel

THE STATE FPRESS,

The Republicans of Fiv-

Everett Times:

erett have started out on & new line. i+ |
1

let them stand together and success 2
crown their efforts,

——

Stanwood Press: In drawing up your

New Year resolutions do not forget to add |

one pledging yourself to better

support |
the newspaper that helps you and all the

community by helping to buiid the place |

and to add to its attractiveness.

Olympian:
right for once, anyhow. He is In favor of
such legislation as will open 1o settlement
the Puyallup Indian reservation. In jus-
tification of his position it is incidentally
cited that such legislation as was needed
to that end was enacted by congress five
years ago. It is gratifying to an admiring
constituency to know that Mr. Lewis will
not move for the repeal of the act when
ho learns of It.

Port Townsend Leader: There s a
growing feeling all over the country and
fn Washington in favor of the adoption
by congress of President McKinley’'s sim-
ple currency plan, in which he proposes
that the treasury and the United States
notes which are redeemed in gold shall
be held in the treasury, and that national
banks ba permitted to increase their cir-
culation up to the par value of the bonds
held in deposit to secure circulation. The
discussion of the more elaborate plans
whish have been offered shows that they
could be adopted in view of the fact that
the Republicans have not a clear major-
ity in the senate.

NULGGETS,

A raw Scottish 1ad joined the Volunteers
and on ‘h first parade day his sistar and

mother cama to see the corps,
march-past Jock was eingled dut by his
gister, who exclaimed: "“Look, mit !mr
thev're a' oot of step but oor Jock!”—Tit-
P.!‘_

Getting Under Way.—"Have you com-
pleted your plan for hastening the busl-
neas of the U'nited States renate?”

“Partly.” repllied the newly-elected sena-
tor. “I have prepared a gpeech on the sub-

James Haml!iton Lewis is |

At the |

R O R S RC N

P IOPPV Ly IWs L Ve DY

ject which 1t will take me three days to |

deliver."—Washington Star.

Just to sea what
ons, of Omage Kan.,
on his farm with fi

stocked a waste pool
some ten years ago,
ain of fish ponds on
hia place for ich he ran get $15,000 any
day, ked from the original waste
pool expariment.—Waterbury American.

all st

A bride and bridegroom who went to
New York the her .'wy om a wedding

- . S
trip from Northampto Masg=, became
separated and could ne 'd each other.
After a day or two of vain searching thay

. ﬂ

found thelr way home separately. A bride
and bridegroom should always take hold
of each other's hands when viewing the

s'ghts of New York.—Rochester Union
NOTABLE PEOPLE.
i
. Withers Watts the well known

sojentist L_. ﬂf prament 4n s
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-, Jannary Reductions on
Blankets and Comforts,

If you are needing any or will be needing any,
be many moons ere they will again bde as low priced

* them m; m

»  White Blankets. Golored Blankets,

ce
LX)
o
EX) = : ®
A 10-4 size White Blanket Sheets, :: & '\:"\: * Flanket Sheets
A special during January, 43¢ pair. :: o . AllWeat . ‘
o0 }‘-’ ankeis. a he
11-4 size Extra heavy, now $1.88 oa nyonqn s400 4 :‘.\ Weight, thyy
{ P <
| pair. eo our
= oo is re nkety A
10-4 size Fine Soft Wool Blank- @@ can u
ets, a bargain at $3.00; this :: of them
|  month, $2.50 pair. -
i ee
11-4 slze extra nm- special at :: cumfoner&
$4.00 pair, now $3.62 pair. ®n S
o0 Full siz ! “AVY. Drinteq
Same size, and that's very :: ::‘(\;rx-, on beth sides, new g
large, in a good heavyweight :: Notice thes
and extrg soft and fine, Califor- P Eiderdown
nia Wool Blanket, now $§.30 o: 1
© v
pair., oo 1
ee U
e® l
/ OFFERINGS IN BED eo® . :
GREAT OF = 0 And many other prices inten
SPREADS. e9® yveuing.
- ®

Bear in mind these reductions
best condition.

'BAILLARGEON

t—~§°— =

of ours are on the best goods in the

i

———— B e
¥ 3 O O s e e e e RSO S
* COLUMBIA NAVIGATION COMPANY
::j Will Dispateh the Magnificently Equipped
*
: Steamship CITY OF COLUMBIA
:‘3: (1,590 Tons Register)
T for DYEA 11 SKAGUAY 03 follows:
X .
+ February 25, March 11 and 25,  April 8 and 22,
:;: And for DAWSON CITY and al! intermediate points on the
* Yukon River on May 15 and every JO days thereafter,
:2- Connecting wiith the specially con-l'ﬂwu-d stern-wheel steamers
% S, L. Kent, H. Emerson and W. K. Merwin, of the Columbia Navie
3. gation Co., and the steamer W. H. Evans, of the LEWIS KLONDIKE
'} CO. For rates of passage and freight and other information apply
:a: at the office of the company, MUTUAL LIFE BUILDING, cormer of

Yesler way and First avenue,

Q O B R R

AKL@‘ DIKE CLOTHING AND SUPPLIES
| OUFFITS. T reene

Not the cheapest, but only the very best goods
at very low prices.

‘ NATIVE ALASK z\_ DOGS FOR SALE.
A THE MACDOUUA‘ L & 5 UTHWICK CO. ‘
LILLY, BOGARDUS & CO.
WHOLESALE
Gereals, Dried Fruits, Beans,
Flour, Feed, Hay and
o ALASKA SUPPLIES.
Warehouses, Offices, ﬁlﬁ'ﬁﬁ'iﬁﬂz"ﬂ? of Maln and Jacksen s

‘ Hﬂm va:n OLE

Optical Speclallst.

WE I.EAD. OI'IIEIS IIII'ATE.

many opticians, and failed to get just what you need
it again,

can produce referances,

principles.
720 First Avenue.

You may have tried a dozen palr of glasses fitted by &

Our advice will cost you nothing. We guaranie
you better satisfaction—the experience of many others. We
We carefully and scientifically ex-
amine your eyes and adjust glasses on etrictly sclentiie
H. CLAY EVERSOLE, Opticlan,

Ty
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1425, 1421, 1429 Second Avenue and 115, 117 Pike Sireet :E »
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What We Propose to Do
Today and Tomorrow

IN OUR SHOE DEPARTMENT.

READ THESE ITEMS—YOU'LL FIND THEM INTERESTING.

Misses’ and Youths® Shoes.

Misses’ Glazed Dongola, Pebble Goat and K a1

~ s ooy Db oat and Kar 0o Calf Bhoes in
D, E and EE widths, value up to $1.30, only Toe ”‘ x(:—r ol : o

Hoys’ Box Calf,

extra heavy sole, waterproo?, wort

} %, Fri nd
Saturday, $1.5 a palr, » $2.20, Friday & b

Boys' V . '
. ;m‘ eal Cait Bhoes, sultable only for hard wear, sizes 2 to §, only
Doy’ Buff Shoe, & neat gchool gh ', only 98c a palr,
Ladies’ Sho»s
Ladies’ Dongola, patent tip, lace witton ; )
Saturday only % a ‘i\x‘..' » i Y * LA e
Ladics' Patent Leather Lace Shos in C ! al
only $L.98 a pair, S A wiaee, Y
Men’s Shoes.
Men’s Fine Satin Calf Shoes in the French and Lordon Tos, only 8

a pa'r.

Men's Western Of] Graln 8h«

- par, ©. extra heavy tapped sole, only llﬁ‘)
- 4 Men's Elkskin Shoes, extra wide suitat or = mfort f.’-l
. 2.5, oniy L,: a pair, : g e T
- Extra Special for Today.

: Children’s Rubbers, good Quality, sizes € to 2, only loc a paln

4
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