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Omaha, January 15, 1888

ENATOR JOHN M. THURSTON
says he bhas a proposition to
make for the disposal of the
postal savings fund #f a posial
bank bili should go through con-
gress. The reinvestment of the

: ts = the stumbling Glsek In the
w of the bili, he says. To invest Ltne
money in our interest-bearing bonds is at

pest eply 2 temporary expediont. Mr.
Thurston wants the money put inte a
gheat sy=tem of internal improvements,

which wiil give the commeree of the West

& waterway from the Mississippi river to

the Atlantic seaboard,

Mr. Thurston would revive the Henne-
But he .wounid go fare
ther than the advocates of that canal,
They wanted the government to appro-
printe 360000660 or I50M.00 for a  ecanal
from Henpepin on the I[llinois river to
gome. polnt west or nsithwest of It on the
: ippi: for the widening of the Iili-

- gois and Michigan canai, which was con-
. gtructed by the state of [linols in the tirst

Balf of the century. Mr. Thursion wants
‘& canal from the Misslssippl river deep
m and wide enough to accommodate
& phip of war. He wants the river and
'q:l channels east of Hennepin made
~equally wide and deep. and he wants a
“#hlp canal! opencd Trom Lake Erie to the
AMtlantie, either by the widening of the
ypening of a canar
A0 croes Lake Champiain on the line sur-
yeyed a year ago by 4 government com-

migsion.
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SENATOR THURSTON'S
PLAN.

It Is Proposed to Invest Pos-
tal Savings Bank Fuads
in Interest-Bearing
Canal Bonds.

the senator in conversation with me a few
days ago, “that the governmeni has got to
updertake rome day & scheme of inter-
nal improvements wiich will give work
to the unemployed. There @ no cousid-
erable nymber of men out of work now--
that §s, of those who want employment—
but during the three vyesrs of depression
1 have no doubt there was an average of
u miilion of o< out of employment. La-
bor leaders iy times estimated the num-
ber at 20,000 and at 3.000,000. [ believe
It wouli have beer ior the great
mas: of the peopie if the government had
found employment for t} men. The
community had to support them in some

Lolier
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ational Water Highway From
the Mississippi to the Atlantic.

to a reasonable figure. The canals of
New York have done a wonderful work
in the regulation of transportation rates
in that state. When the Hennepin canal
project was last discussed it was shown
that on roads running east from Chicago
in competition with the water routes the
freight rates were only one-half the rates
on roads running northwest which had no
water competition. Of course the enor-
mous traffic of the east-bound rceads ac-
counted for this in part, but the lakes and
canais were responsible for much of it.

““The expericnce of the jake carriers has
shown that water rates can be cheapened
greatly by using the largest carriers.
Therefore [ say that if the government
undertakes the construction of a canal
between the Mississippi and the great
lakes, i1 ought to make a complete job of
it by affording a channe! which will ae-
commodate the largest ships.”

“Do you think this an opportune time
for carying out such a plan?’ I asked.

“In view of the condition of our finan-
ces, perhaps not, unless the postal bank
law should passed. But these things
are not done in a day. They must be
discussed by the people. What must be
at first is to appropriate the money

gurve of the proposed
an estimate of the cost, so
wt the people will have something con-
rete to consider.”

“Do you think such a canal could be
made profitable?”

"I have no doubt that it could. But sup-
pose that {t did not prove directly prof-
flable. If we spend $£00,000,000 on & water-
Way system which will save the peopie
of the whaole country one-half of what
they are paying for transportation, it
would be a good Invesiment if it never
paid directly a cent.”

I suggested that one-half the amount
paid for transportation by the people of

complets
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has not been very much said about ca-
nals in recent years because the faiiroads
in competition with them have got theilr
rates so low that they shut the canals
out. Suppoese that result foilowed the
building of a great ship canal from the
Mississlppi by way of the great lakes to
the Atlantic. If the canal never carried
another pound of freight it would have
mplished its purpose.”

“Do you think the railroads are pre-
pared to stand such a reduction as you
suggest is possible?”

“Not in their present condition. But the
interests of the railroads have got to give
way before the interests of the people.
Where the good of all the people is con-
cerned we cannot stop to consider how

ac

THE WATERWAY EAST OF CHICAGO.
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The use of this canal would be the
¢heapening of transportation rates on
the farm and range products of the West
® points of consumption and export In
the East, and on the manufactures and
Imports of the East to the Western
- Mates,

*There is no doubt In my mind,’” said
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T I8 pretty well known that the new
Waldorf-Astoria hotel In New York
s the bi and most expensive
hostelry the world, That which
ean be scen from the front of the
by the gue

« has been described
is Kknown of the

' pendous organtzation of
nechanical forces “behind the

marvelogs
buman
seenee

“help' of the Waldorf-Astoria num-
ders botween LM and 1,40, The pav-roll
REEregates not far from $£6.0600 a month, or

W0 a year ‘This ¢2 * not, however

L fresent the tota! outlay for help, since

Wery emplove i= fed on the premis=ca throe
times n A 1y, food of first «
Iy cooked, being f
Bme, champagne and

.i.”_\’_ L M) ’|‘.
shed. Terrapin,
» liKe are not in-
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way. Every idle man Is a tax on the
man who is working. And lack of work
creates discontent, which stirs up a revo-
lutionary feeling.

"“The scheme of Improvement, 1 think,
will take the form of a systerg of water-
wayr which will cheapen transportation
and keep the rates of the railroads down

cluded, but the beef iz as prime, the bread
as light, the veg hles as fresh as tho=e
furnished to the guests, and there Is

Y ) ar among the
features basement story. One »f
these rooms Is reserved for the regular
walters, and the fact that there is a corps
of walters’ waiters is worthy of note

In ad o the minim of 3600 5
lay for en wyes, the ¢ ¥y capacity
of the Kitchen i= at least § meals for
guests, that numbs having been served
repeatedly Rear this in mind, the

> axt .,

a ents tha he yearly meat

QY t bills of
the Waldorf-Astoria wili prob

bly amount
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the United States, according to the inter-
state commerce report, was about $40-
000 000, f,
“Of course T don't mean literally one-
half,” sald the senator. “Suppose it
saved 10 per cent. of the amount. That
would be 18 per cent. on the amount in-
vested In the waterways system. There

ije
e ¥
the interests of railroad stockholders are
affected. New inventions are constantly
making manufacturing cheaper; but we
can’t stop to take into account the man
who owns the old machinery, who may be
ruined by the new. Rallroad interests
would suffer from the building of a great
ship canal, but there must be in time &

recrganization of raiiroad properties in
this country. Almost every railros

the United States is over-capita
average would probabiy be 5
That is, the stocks and bonds of the rail-
roads represent 0 per cent. more than
the actual cost of the road. In some
cases they represent a great deal more
than that. This s especlally true of west-
ern roads. Why? Because it was an easy
way for the men who built those roads
to make money. The increase was not
entirely indefensible., Take the case of a
man who built a road out on the prairie,
Following the railroad came a boom in
values. Real estate went up to two and
three times its former price. Other values
advanced proporticnately. It was only
natural that the owner of the railroad
should increase the estimate of the valne
of his property on the same scale. In
that way, in the many ways known to
the promoters of rallroad enierprises,
stacks were watered and values must be
scaled down. Ralircads must be pre-
pared to earn a fair return onm their vaiue
only.

“As to the stockholders, T stated some
time ago in congress the belief that rail-
road stockholders would be better pro-
tected if the government undertook ab-
solutely the regulation of rates. Some
people sald they thought that a remark-
able position to be taken by a man who
had been for so long a time the solicitor
for a great railroad. But I sald to them
that for that very reason I knew whereof
I spoke. The worst enemy of the stocke-
holders of a rallroad today Is the traffic
manager. Even under pooling and traf.
fic agreement he pursues the cutthroat
policy which has proved so ruinous teo
railroad properties. His only object is to
get business."”

I asked the senator if he did not believe
cities llke St. Louis would suffer from the
diversion of traffic to Chicago.

“I think not,” he saide “It would sim-
ply make the railroads running east from
St. Louis reduce their rates to a point
where they could hold the business. It
would be a little hard on the railroads,
perhaps, but it would not hurt St. Louis.”

I asked the senator why the water route
by way of the Mississippi and the gulf
did not keep down rates on export prod-
ucts.

“Because the business naturaily follows
the east and west route, and always will,"™
he said. *“No considerable part of our
exports has ever gone or ever will go by
way of the gulf. No, the natural and

THE CANAL ROUTE WEST OF CHICAGO.

accustomed route is to the Atlantic sea-
board.”

“What particular route do you
for the great canal?*

“I should say that in the east the best
route, for safety, would be the one far-
thest from the Canadian line. In the
west I am disposed to favor the rou'e
which reaches the Mississippl most di-
rectly from Chicago.”

“Da you think the system will ever ex-
tend west of the Mississippi?”

“Not in your day or mine. It may foi-
low the course of some one of the rivers
of Towa a short distance. But out in our
direction the rise is too abrupt, and the
locks would have to be too close together.
As to the Missouri river, it is quite im-
possible for navigation., Some of our
people talk at times of making it availa-
bie for barges, but that is a vain dream.

“By the way, the condition of the Mis-
sissippi alarms me,” said the senator,
“The jetiy system is proving a failure,
and it is demonstrated very clearly that
the levees are raising the bed of the riv-
er. I was in New Orleans on the day of
the highest water during the last over-
flow. They told me that the levees which

favor

Senator John M. Thurston.

protect the city of New Orleans were
three times as high as they used to be;
but the river was brimming, and I saw
the water trickling in over the floor of a
house at the end of the levee, so that
they had to get sandbags and protect it
from without. I could not undertake to
propose or approve of any new scheme of

improvement for the river, but certainly
the present system is & fallure.™

Mr. Thurston has eminent autherity for
his advocacy of the canal system. John
C. Calhoun in 1845 presided over a water-
ways convention which declared that “the
project of connecting the Mississippi riv-
er with the lakes of the North by a canal,
and this with the Atlantic ocean, is a
measure worthy of the enlightened con-
‘ration of congress.” Grant approved
the cenal project. So did Arthur. Pres-
ident Monroe, in one of his messages to
congress, said of the general scheme of
waterways: “When we consider the vast
extent of territory in the United States,
the great amount and value of its pro-
ductions, the connection of its ports and
other circumstances on which their pros-
perity and happiness depend, we cannot
fail to entertain a high sense of the ad-
vantage to be derived from the facllity
which may be afforded in the intercoursa
hetween them by means of good roads
and canals. Never did a_country of such
vast extent offer equal inducements to im-
provement of this kind nor ever were con-
sequences of such magnitude involved in
them."

The “consequences” at the present time
Mr. Thurston estithates at $80,000,000 to
$400,000,000 a year—that Is, possibly two-
fifths 7 the present cost of running the
whole government.

The Hennepin canal project received se-
“lous consideration several times at the
hands of congress. More than ten years
ago the state of Illinois offered to the govy-
ernment the $3,000,00 state canal between
Lake Michigan and the Illinois river n
condition that it should bhe widened srd
connected by way of the Illinois river
with the Mississippl. The distance from
Hennepin to the Mississippl by ‘he pro-
posed canal was sixty-four miles, while
by way of the mouth of the IlHnois the
same point on the Mississippl was 468
miles away. But congress, after having
elaborate surveys and estimates made, let
the project go by default. One poiut of
difference was the choice of a western
terminus for the canal, and that difference
would arise again., Three routes were
proposed. The cheapest and most satis-
factory from an engineering view point,
was the Marais d'Osler or Meredosia
route, terminating at Albany, seven miles
above Rock Island. Another route ter-
minated at Watertown, twenty-one miles
above Albany, and the third at Rock
Island. Gen. Newton and Secretary Endi-
cott favored the Rock Island route, large-
ly on account of the arsenal there and ha
consequent importance of the canal in
time of war. The local Interests repre-
sented by the three termin! supplicated
congress for years, and their failure to
agree no doubt had much to do with the
defeat of the canal bill

GEORGE GRANTHAM BAIN.
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Wonders of the Waldorf-Astoria Manage-
ment--A Weekly Pay Roll
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by the su ntende Each “chief
fficer " as department heads are termed,
in recommend, bat y one besides the
suj endent can buy. This single ex-
eoption ts one of the hotel's four stew-
ards. le goes to the big city markets at

5:30 every morning to see what is offered,
in the way of noveities. [He
but o

nly in small guantities

lies are regularly secured from

the same dealers, but never from indi-
vidual producers, as then the quality
might vary. Top wholesale prices are
paid, and if the quality falls below the
best a change is made at once. The man-
agers of the Waldorf-Astoria say they
have no time to listen to explanations,

The vast wine cellars, where innumer-

able jags are bottled up for fu uss,
the perfect organization of the bellloy,
and porter forces, the almost ¢x-
nusement  resours £ the

mptuous ngs, :

public rooms, the almos
g3 china, the bhallrooms, the ban-
ting halls, the well-furnished “club
wheére a number of ¢ =social
have headquarters E:
other equally
3 e thus Brte
Thers are 1,200 room

'
turni

ad at.
for gues's all told,
y of the hotel varies
with the class of guests, for some take
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ND THE SCENES” IN A GREAT HOTEL

rooms In suits and some singly. The large
est number of guests registered =0 far in
one day was 1,309,

The highest priced suit may be had for
$10 a day. This tncludes gervice, but ne
meals. The American plan is not us-d§
at the Waldorf-Astoria., The cheapest
rooms are $2.50 a day for one person; $3 50
for two. You can get a good, plain mead
for less than $1; two persons may break-
fast or sup for $1.50. A man and hig wife
could live comfortably there for $10 a day.
The limit of what they might spend hae
never been flgured out, for they may «at
wild duck at $5 a bird and pay $25 a tottle
for wine, while the hushand may smoke
$! cigars.

There are six housekeepers,
3@ to $125 a month each,
“helyp leep in the hotel,

ng nt3®
sleep out,

paid fromy
All the women
All the men
Fifty-six men do nothing buf
clean windows at $25 a month and board,
Waiters get $30 and food. The highest
ary is paid to the chlef engineer.
trary to many statements that the
Asiors are really proprietors, that Proprie
etor Boldt is only a hired manager and
that the hotel s run at a loss, it is POS-
itively stated that the business
yields a bandsome prafit. Mr. Bol '
right-hand man, who superintends all the
detalls of the “back ¢f the house'"” and
much of the front, is Superintendent T,
L. Hilliard.
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