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HAT connection Baint
Valentine, presumably a
plous man who earned by
serious theughts and ascot-
ic Hving the ecciestastioal
prefix to his pame, should
Rave with the custom of dispatching,
through the medium of the United States
malis, all kinds of ridiculous missives, has
slways puzzled thosze who llke consistency

PALER

TINE @GN TLL-USED SAINT.

Connected With the 14th of February in Order
to Cloak a Pagan Legacy.

If any saint representing a valeatine could
come to earth again and peruse some of
the doggerel rhymes of doubtful color at-
tached to pletures of colors too demonstra-
tive 1o be doubtful, the worthy monk
would probably bring sult for the abol-
ighing of the custom and the blotting of
February 14 from the calendar,
The poetry of the day has gone.
the memary

Only
of lis romance remains. It
was the mating time of birds, according
to the once popular belief, It was the
univérsal mating time, according to the
popular idea further developed. The ear-
liest =stages of the development of this
interesting coupling of Cupid’s name with
the custom of the day is many centuries
old The custom prevalled in various
parts of Europe of drawing lots for “Val-
entines.” A number of the unmarried of
both sexes assembled, wrote each other's
names on slips of paper, t w the slips
into a common receptacle, ar
them, the men the women's slips
lottery box, the women the

cW
from
men's

one

from another,

The drawing then went on, the one who
drew a certain slip becoming that per-
son’s valentine. Frequently the imaginary
engagement, thus begun in the playfulness
of a hollday gathering, changed later to a
real one. This is no: to be wondered at,
when it 18 remembered that the knight
was bound by the rules ¢ Valentine's
day to wait hand and foot on the lady
whose name had been drawn by him in
the lottery, and to be her devoted slave
for a whole year, or until the following
1lith of February, when a new drawing of
lots would free him from one sarvice and
bind him to another.

The custom, which extended all through
the covntries of Europe, from the common
people to the courtiers, broadened until
the valentine game came to be playved hy
married as well as single players, and
addition to being bound to run errands
for and wait on the lady whosename was
written on the slip drawn frém the lottery
box, the knight was expected to make her
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EUPID WELCOMES

VALENTINE DAY.

.
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TERY year when 8t. Valentine's

day comes around, there is sure

to be found a trite anpouncement

in the newspapers (o the effect

that the custom of giving tokens

on that day ia “dying out.” But
every year valentines appear as usual In
the shop windows and everyone knows
that men do not pontinue to offer morchan
dize for sale which has ceased to be de-
mandeéd. One sort of valentine is “d
out,’’ it is true—the comic kind, Our high-
er sducation has done thar much at leas:
for us.

In former times the communications ad-
dressed by lovers to thelr mistiresses were
the product of thelr own hand and brain
But the labor Involved was found in
Cases to be far out of proportion to the re-
sults arrived at, and i scan bhecame the
tommon practice to substitute the valen-
tine of commerce for the home product
The skill of the poet and painter was called
into requisition, and many very expensive
and elaborate valentines are the result
The number of these missives sent on egeh
th of February in.the United States must
amount to many hundreds of tho nds
and the letter carriers and distributors re
gard the approach of St. Valentine's day
with sentiments the reverse of blissful

The observance of 8t. Valentine's day Is
& European custom, imported, and, like
many other European customs, it falled to
thrive in Ar It was too burdencd
with lacked the necessary
t was distorted to what it

most

transition from the original to
custom occurred it would be
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a present. Just when the valentine cus-
tom feil from grace is not known, but the
present day practice of playing pranks
with the seif-esteem of an acguaintance
by sending him eor her a wicked caricature
of a human being with verses that are
supposed to make the connection between
the person receiving the valentine and the
picture at once .nm'iir-‘nt. is of compara-
tively recent origin. Most people

that the custom i= a 2! wee, and t
son caricatured wonders why a nineteer
century civilization makes murdGer an
fense punishable by law,

A percentage of the valentines sent out
nowadays are of the sentimental order,
but the fact cannot be gainsald that every
vear sees Saint Valentine retrograding
further from the romantic position he once
occupled.

But as before stated,
in any way sa

no saint shouid be
with the responsibil-
fty for ail the pictorial and alleged po-
etical tomfoclery that fly around on his
day. It seems that an accident, not kind
to the saints, m i them up with the
valentine custom. No saint had any con-
nection with the 14th of February custom,
according to those who have been anxious
enough about the reputation of the church
to investiga the matter closely.

The only explanation
can give for the connection is that
ancient Romans bequeathed to us a Fe
ruary festival similar to that described,
of drawing from the lotitery box the names
of women, who became the afllanced of
the one who drew the name, This pagan
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ROM@NCE 1N THE EARLY DAYS.

Toung Men and Women Played a Fascinating

bame on Valentine’s Day. :

practice shocked the prelates when Chris-
tianity began to get the upper hand, and
a4 courageous effort was made to stamp
it out, but it proved too popular, and so
the best that the clergy could do was to
give the sanction of the church to the fes-
tival, by having a saint selected on the
14th of February, who was called a val-
entine,

But it is far more likely that the cus-
tom of sending valentines on one day of
the year Is a queer survival of the relig-
fon of nature that existed in primitive
Europe. It would seem so, from the fact
that legendary lore has handed down
to us this passage: ‘“About this time of
the year the birds choosi their mates, and
thence probably came the custom of the
young men and maidens choosing valen-
tines or special loving friends on the
day.”

The custom is dying out, as all customs
will when they descend from the roman-
tic to the foolishly strife-stirring stage.

The mails are still heavy with the addi-
tional missives that owe their existence
to the valentine custom, but the time-
honored and favorite picture of the pro-
fessional humorist, in which the letrer
carrier is represented as staggering be-
neath the weight of a huge load of Val-
entine day mall, can nc longer be called
into service with absolute confldence.

VALENTINE DANCES,

Effective Tollets in Honor of
Saint of Love Matches.

They are getting ready for valentine
dances at the capital. Washington is al-
ways glad of an excuse to make merry
and now that the president's period of
mourning Is over, Washington has awak-
ened to the pleasant task of enjoying itself.

The valentine dances—and invitations
are out for three in high social circles—

the

will be characterized by the wearing ot
three colors, orange, green and purple.
These, with the background of black worn
by the chaperons who sit against the wall,
will make a very charming color combinas
tion,

Pure deep orange satin is to be worn by
a beautiful round-faced western brunette,
the daughter of a senator. Her skirt is
trimmed with a ruffle of embrojdered ope
ange chiffon and her walst has very pret-
ty yoke-like pleces of the same chiffon set
in. Small rosettes of orange ribbon finish
the points of the bodice.
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Pactare ¢ Because Marshal Mae-
i\! hon w aten in 1870 at Sedan, our
friend, Maurice Raynouard Is d!*‘hl!:t'l
at Oxford, Cambridge, Heldelberg
it?” exclalmed

Srunid  sn't Plerre

sald. ‘bDut what are you going
t* for 1 was never anything
)

Pierre Louys sald nothing. He has
juped the scholarship of Germany, and all
Paris—all France—is laughing, laughing
and rejoicing. Oh! wirze scholars of Ger-
many

8o RBilltis, instead of being a Greek girl
i= a French boy Henr! Pene de Bois is
evidently a hoy—a young boy—himself, and
the tw of '.;:‘m apparently take them-

very seriously.

e v es

POINTED PARAGRAPHS,

hicago News,
A misplaced switch is apt to wreck a

of thought.
na is used by writers to
from biotting paper
Necessity knows neo law, and s usually
too poor to hire a lawyer,
The servant girl §s surrounded by per-
1is, seen. unscen and kerosene.
The sun will set only in the west, but
an old hen will set anyw

BAB TAKES A LOOK
AT THE SHOP WINDOWS.

LWAYS about this time of year
the shop windows are filled with
the moset remarkable of white
garments, while the newspapers
are filled with advertisements of
what they call “cheap under-

wear,” but which Is more elegantly ve-
ferred @ by the saleswomen as “fine lin-
gerie.?  Whether it is that the hideous
dresa reform undergarment is going out of
fashion, and this has brought all these
abeminations to the fore, or the shop-
keeper, appreclating that a reaction has
set In, has concluded that he had better
get rid of all this old stuff, or wnat, no-
body exactly knows, but it s certaln that
some of the most hideous things are Ais-
played, and undoubtedly some deluded
wvomen will buy them. What do I mean
by hideous things? Plaiting ruffled with
abominations in the shape of Hamburg
edging and overfrillled bits of clothing
that would ruin the figure of Venus, real-
ly the usual sort of trash that appenrs
every year about this time, and vet which
is always a surprise. It is funny how
man-—lovely man, faithful man, athletic
man-—has talked and preached ard had
pictures printed in the newspapers of
what woman should wear. As If he knew!
One group that I saw, which hore the sig-
nature of a well-known artist, represent-
ed as necessary for a woman nine of the
most diabolical garments that the eye of
the printer's devil ever rested upon.
Now, I am not a reformer, but T have had
considerable experience, and In a tolerably
long and rather varied life I have never
met a woman who wore nine pieces of un-
derwear at one time. Starting with the
fact that one's petticoat hag a firm foun-
dation, as firm a= Plymouth rock and
much better shaped, the average woman
in good health need only wear, first, a
somewhat long silk undervest, stockings,
of course, stays, and, if he is inclined to
be chilly and has a’tendency toward rhen.
matism, a well-cut and not cumbersome
flannel petticoat, with two
pieces of nainsook that are displayed In
the shop windows, but which are seldom
talked about. The petticoar may be of
#ilk, or may be of moreen, hut it is never
white for street wear., With your heavy
cloth skirt you need a stiff moreen petti-
at, that ft may be properly held on,
there is no use burdening onesclf with a
lot of unnecessary underwear to oblige
the stupid shopkeepers. A woman walks
and easily when she has not ggt on
a lot of starchy underwear, and the line
f heauty shows to much better advan-
tage than when she is overruffled and has
strings and belts cutting ner, because she
has no stayvs on and is altogether flurried
and flat looking.

The human form divine, espeel
female edition of it, does come in fe
awful lot of Alscussion. The line of a

the one or

well

woman's figure Is talked a with the
unction of Dumas, while or every-
one is llable to face a plcture of Venus,

and it
her in
wearing such

h you would have to

= quite possible to stumbi
plaster on the stdewalk. Faney
wora!
heavy iron

draperies as Venus

put

yts in them, which would make them
hang argalnet vour knees, and you would
#it on them and be wretched and would
find vourse!f wishing that Venus had
stayed in the sea and heen comfortahle
n t < 1eer how these » 5 who
are suppoted to eultivate she mind, or
the = or the bhrain, or whatever iz the
thinking part of people =are continually
bothering about a woman's frills and
frivols,
must be rather a nice woman, and
know what induced her to write
but she asked, evidently in ail sin-
“Do you think skirts willl be
this year?” or if 1 thought a small
pskirt would obtain Personally 1
have always dreaded the hoopskirt,  §
» one, and 1 dor’'t belleve 1
W learn to conirol one. | !
€1 mld never wit n it corre
th i1 flare where |t sght't

I8 Appear-
ry femi-
hould

a generall rid
y, as [ have

ly put my foot in it '
would describe 1w s
I know a m Vo
telling W a got
is mother's ho is
. ary that strikes awe to the feminine
heart ugh the feminine brain refuses
to accept it, and the feminine mind thinks

that ”,“ man iz telling & yarn.

Fashion writers—that s people who
write histogies of fashion, learned people—
are prone to say, In deseribing hoopekirts,
that they are dignified in «ffect. Perhaps
they are, but to produce a dignified ef-

1

ect in one, a woman of about six feet
would be required. No, 1 may tell the
pleasant little woman who wrote that I
do not think wires or hoopskirts willl he
worn, Women have bheen looking too
well lately to care to make a great change
in their appearance. The cloth skirt ng-
ting the figure evenly and easily and the
handsomely trimmed bodice make not
(Imlly a smart get up, but one that is uses
ul.

The reason I like the tallor made frook
is that I belleve It to be an incentive to
clganliness. Any glrl who wears one
liges to have her skin look as white as
possible, her halr as tidy, and, knowing
that her boots show as she walks, she
does not permit an unoccupied bu!tonhnh,
nor is she satisfled with a broken lace
tied Into a knot. She is particular about
her gloves, and if she wears any white
linen it is {mmaculate. Fashions may
come and fashions may go, but the wise
woman will retain a smart looking cloth
gown for street wear, because there are
a hundred good reasons for it and not &
single one against it. By the bye, the
letter writing lady also asked something
else. She wanted to know: “Do you
think a decollete bhodice Immmoral?
That depends, I belleve that with a low
bodice the neck should be white and
well shaped, and that the frock should
be cut so that the neck and shoulders
show modestly.

A woman may write Sanskrit and speak
ireek. She may be at the head of a so-
ciety for the elevation of women In Af-
rica, and she may know the flnest lines
of difference between furniture made In
the time of Louis Quinze and that
achieved In the century before, but If she
hasn't #ensze enough to know just how
much of her neck and shoulders she
should display, she iz as Ighorant as the
youngest baby in the house. A woman's
arms, round, white, firm and well] formed
are dellghts, and a woman's throat, well
and white, s a marble column
supporting the head above it, which s
presumed to hold a suffictent amount of
brains to hint to the world at large that
the owner knows encugh to show that
world only what a modest woman would
wish to - see, Modesty i a great virtue,
but 1t is a complex one. There are many
absolutely modest women and many who
are so immodest that one feecls ashamed
1o even helong to the same sex.

1 don't think it right to hear
women talk of thelr miseries and the
manner in which they are being treated
to the world at large, and yet women do

shaned

is quite

it.

1 don’t think it {2 quite modest to gush
over one's friends in public. Friendship
is an excellent plant, but it is one which
an be easily killed nd if vou want ¢
to be fresh and beautiful and a joy In
your life, then you must protect it from
the vulgar éye.

I don’'t think it ts aulte modest to ecall
whoever you may be fond of hy pet
names before other people. In fact, be-
tween 3 and me, I don't think it s
quite modest to iet the world at large #¢@
ne's inner feelings, You needn't cultf-
viate a®horri? frigidity of mannsr, but
you can be a lttle reserved

1 sald mo 1y was complex, and 1t i

The modest woman s the one who wearp
r heart where the daws cannot peck at

and wha keeps her own affaire to hers

f 8he {52 the woman who doesn’t talk
loudly in public, and who doesn't oveps
dresg. Modesty does not cover, it simply
Aoes not recognize the ex'stence of, some
ity There are women who Are As N
gquisitely modest ax the angels, women
who could put out the'r hand= and L
up that other woman who has failen asd
never feel that th were solting the tips

Wlest

of thetr
the charit

fingers. The m woman I8
hle one, for charity and purity

are twin sisters PAB.
Copyright 1588
BE WISE IN TIME,
Be wise In time nor seek delay
When duty shows the rightful way,

1 let both heart and o« “tenes tell
here honor caxlls and what is well;
For those who shirk the right today
Too soon will find lifs ims astray
And learn that one small error may
All peace or happlness dispel-
Be wise in time!

Pe wise when impulse would betray
To action that would bring dismay
Into the lfe—~be brave and quell
The wayward mnod——;nh-a 1o excel
In all that virtue might essay—
> Be wise g. time!
-R. C. R
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