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in time of war.”

Under this section It s apparent that if
war should break out all officers on the
retired list competent to serve will be sub-
Ject to the orders of the secretary of the
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Another etatute bearing on this
1,483 and

savy.
subject oontained in sections
1,484 is as follows:

“In time of war, the president, by apd
with the advice and cougent of the senate.
may detal officers on the retired list 10 |
the command of squadrons and single
shipe. when he belleves that the good of
the service requires that they shall be %o
placed in command. In making =ald de-
talls. the president may select any officer |
not below the grade of commander and

him to the command of a squadron
with the rank and title of ‘flag officer’
and any officer so assigned shall have the
same authority and receive the same obe-
dicnce from the commanders of ships of
Bbs squudron helding commissions of an
older date that he would be entitled to re-
eeive it Pim commission wag the oldest.”

It thus appears that the president has
power to assign any retired officer of the
pavy to duty during the progress of war,
but that he can only assign him to the

of squadrons or ships by and
With the advice and consent of the senate.
Thetre arc many officers on the retired list
 the full en oyment of healti and mental
vigor, despite the fact that they are now
& years ¢t age, whose abllity and experi-
ence would undoubtedly be of great ad-
w¥antage lo the nation In case it proved
necessary for the defense of Iis
honor and dignity. Notable among these
i* Rear Admiral John G. Walker, recent-
ly retired for age, and who (s now engaged
@ special duty as president of the Nica-
fagua caval commission,

WILL SECURE MANY SHIPS,

Twe Brasilian Crulsers Comiag to
the United States—Other Ves-
ecls Obtaimable.

WASHINGTON, March 11L-Most of
the time of today's cabinet meeting was
taken up In the dis 3 of m o |
which have been put into operation for
the acquisition of naval vessels by the
government. One of the members sald
After the meeting:

“It Is now altogether probadble that we
will secure two vessels that are under |
eonstruction for the Brasillan govera- |
ment It is not possible just at this time |
10 show just how many ships the govern- |

|

ment will be able to secure. It has op- |
tions on & number that have been offered,
but nothing is likely to be definitely ac- '
complished in the way of acquiring thein
antll an examination is made into their
éondition, for which purposes a naval offl.
eoer has been dispatched abroad. We do
not want a ot of vessels that other na-
tlons have eontricied to be built and
pow find are not up to expectationa I
sbould not be surprised that the president
would be ulile 0o get about five or six ves-
is In all. The fact l» notorious that
ere Are not a great many really good
vessels to be had, but I shouid not be sur-
prised if we were able to get half a dogen
formidable ones at least. The $50,000,000
ropriated for war preparations will be
:gondul in this country, except so much
A% may be used in the purchase of gships
afyd In the sequisition of munitions of war
that are not obtainable here,
*“Yes, I think the sympathy of the Brit-
N government In  this controversy |s
A the United Btates. At any rate she
does not side with Spain. I do not mean
by this statement fo have you infer that
the Engilshmen will openly adveeate our
cause and extend us substantial help, but
;h.:l they will give us their moral sup-
"

Negotiations for the purchase of the two
Japaness crulsers now building at Phila-
delphia and Ban Franclsco are off, and
present indications are that no further |
steps will be taken toward acquiring the |
ships, The Japanesd government appears
1o be even more desirous of securing these
shlps than the United States, and owing
to the delicate character of the aspect of
affairs between Russia and Japan, it is
felt that Japan's needs are quite as ur-
gent as those of this country

MANNING THE NEW FORTS.

Renassigning the Artlllery toe Make
Use of the Two Recently
Urented Regiments,
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It is ex-

Fort Wadsworth will be utilized.

! pected that the Sandy Hook garrison will

be established at once. The garrison head-
guarters’ band and one battery of the First
artillery stationed at 8t. Francis barracks,
$t. Augustine, will be transferred to duty
at Sulilvan's island, Charleston harbor,

Fort Mouroe is probably the sirongest
and best-equipped station on the Atlantic
coast, and the garrison there will be called
upon to man other fortifications, but not
to an extent that would weaken its own
efficiency. One battery of the First artil-
lery at Fort Monroe will be transferred to
Fort Morgan, Ala.. which, in coujunction
with Fort Gaines, commands the entrance
to Mobile bay.

For the better protection of the national
capiial, one battery of the Fourth artillery
at Fort Manroe has been ordered to Sheri-
dan Polnt, Va. This fort is nearly oppo-
site Fort Washington, and in connection
with it commands the approach to Wash-
ington by water.

The batteries of the Fourth artiliery sta-
tioned at Fort McHenry, near Baltimore.
will be distributed between Delaware and
Fort Mott, N. J., thus providing for the
protection of Philadelphla, Trenton, Cam-
den and other cities in that vicinity.

Fort St. Philllp, on the Mississippi river,
just below New Orleans, will be garrisoned
by a battery of the First artillery now at
Jackson barracks, New Orieans. The other
battery at Jackson barracks has been as-
signed to duty at Fort Pomnt, Galveston.

Arrangemenis have been made by the
chief signal officer of the army, by author-
ity of the secretary of war, to establish
immediate telegraph and teiephonic con-
nections between all the stations on the
coast to which troops have been assigned.

OBJECTION TO FOREIGN SHIPS.

Use of Smekeless Powder Iin Guns
Makes Them Undesirable.
WASHINGTON, March 11.—-The naval
officers who are endeavoring to effect the
purchase of ships abroad have encounter-
ed an obstacle that promises to give some
trouble. This Ic found In the different
calibers of the guns mcunted on forelgn-
bullt ships and the United States navy
standards. Not only do these guns dif-
fer In caliber from our own in most cases,
but as they are almost all designed for
the use of smokeless powder thelr com-
bustion chambers are too small to use
the ordinary brown powder with which the

American navy is still supplted.
This obstacle is serious,
mountable.

but not insur-
It will require the procure-
ment in Europe of a large quantity of am-
munition in ppeclal sizes for these ships,
as it would negesitate a good deal of time
for our domestic ammunition makers to
change their plants and make the special
sizes.

AMMUNITION FOR THE OREGON.

Battleship Being Loaded With 400
Tona From Mare Island.

SAN FRANCISCO, March 11 —~The bat-
tleship Oregon 18 to recelve at once 40

tons of ammunition. This quantity will
prove a full complement for the forty-two
magazines of the ship. Today the powder
shot and shell was taken from Mare
fsland to the Oregon's anchorage in Mis-
son bay.

Officers of tha navy comment on the
fact that the ammunition must be taken
to the ship,
to the naval

because the vessel cannot go
at Mare island to re-
=, owing to the shallow water

channel there

station

celve suppil
in the

file in the

Estimates are on

navy department showing that

the sum of $280.00 would enlarge

at Mare Island so as to a
big hattleship an® deeg the
It is belleved by naval om s that th
Oregon will ma 4 1 sidera
length of time near San Francisco. The
report that the ship will go to China ¢
not eredited
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Plate—Drydocks to Be Built.

WASHINGTON,

March 11.—Three new battleships of the staunchest type afloat

were authorized by the house committee on naval affairs today and a prqvision for
their construction inserted in the naval appropriation biil.
At the same time the commitiee agreecd on a maximum price of $0 per ton for

armor plate,
fair shape for a decision tomorrow on
in number,

The committee was in session practically all

increased the force of naval marines by 473 men, and put matters n
the construc
capable of accommodating the largesi-sized warships.

tion of dry docks, probably four

day, and before the decision on

the increase of ships was reached there was a long and (nteresting discussion.

Regpresentative Hawiey, of Texas,

of the battleships, but subsequently withdrew

moved that a

taken there was but one dissenting vote,
would be sufficient t¢ meet present needs,

The new warships provided for wiil be
doubtless, before they can be placed in commission.

years,

cruiser be substituted for one
the motion. When the vote was
Mr. Tate insisted that two batieships

of the finest pattern. It will be two
One of them, thé com-

mittee decided, should bear the name of the ili-fated Maine.
The appropriation for their construction was not fixed, it being referred to the

sub-committee on appropriations. The cost,

each,

it is expected, will be about §5, 000,00

The committee also agreed upon a provision authorizing the secretary of the
ravy to purchase armor plate by contract or otherwise, at a cost of notl exceeding

$400 per ton.

heretofore

This was agreed to, however,
item should include the nickel used in the

only on the express proviso that this

rrmor, for which a large outside per cent.
has been pald by the government.

One of the features of the bill was an agreement for an appropriation of $135,000

for outfitting

rationing and uniforming

473 additional marines.

The question of establishment of the new drydocks went over for action to-

mMOrTow.
With the
“gate not yet determined, the bill,

amounts.to be paid for drydocks and for armor plate in the aggre-
as it now stands,

carries in all something like

$36,000 00, which, however, will be largely augmented by the other committeeg,

SCHEME OF SETTLEMENT

A Suggesntion as to How the Present
War in Cuba May Be Peace-
fully Terminated.
WASHINGTON, March 11.—Projects for
the settlement of the Cuban question are
numerous, but most of them are regarded
in official circles as unworthy of serfous
consideration. One plan, however, has
been presented to the president, which
has received the approval in a general way
of leading men, whose counsels have
welght with the adminlstration, and there
is reason to believe it is the subject of
studious reflection in the cabinet. :l‘ho
proposed pian gives to Cuba ail the rights.
privileges and immunities enjoyed by Can-
ada, Spain reserving to herself only such
rights as England exerclses over her colo-

nles,
The statement as presented to the ad-
ministration is as follows:

“Constantly recurring untoward incidents
in the relations of Spain and their coun-
try and the overwhelming evidence of a
shocking condition of affairs in Cuba,
which of themselves justify some inter-
fersnce, have brought the country to a
state of feeling, which, while most anxious
for peace, demands such a speedy action
as will bring the whole affalr to a close.
Can we bring it to a close and avold the
clash with Spain?

“If we insist upon immedjate Cuban in-
dependence we must back the demand by
force, for neither Spain nor any country
with any self-respect could tolerate such
interference in wha! we must recognize is
her damestic quarrel, without resentment
and resistance While we should doubt-
less succeed, it would involve terrible loss
to us and still further suffering to Cuba,
and would at this juncture be of question-
able benefit to her. That she i unfit as a
whole for self-government is the opinion
of many intelligent and impartial outside
observers who have studied her people and
prevailing condftions: there exists, too, a
very considerable party in the island, com-
posed of the most enlightened inhabitarits,
who favor trying autonomy. This is evi-
denced by their being able to maintaln in
New York a newspaper of their own,
which ably presents thelr views,

“If we are to intervene as a compulsory
arbitrator, are they to be left whoily out
of account, together with Spain, and only
the insurgent party considered? Falr arbl-
trations are not conducted on so one-sided
4 basls

“Supp<
the interest of humanity

e, now, we say to Spain that in
and peace, and
for the preservation of our own cominer-
lal Interests, we insist upon a cessation
of hostilities, and that we will take ad-
vantage of it to inform the Cubans that
for the sake of the same compelling con-
siderations they must: concede something
Spain's plight is stjonably a critical

and she could honorably listen to such

il The Cubans, on the p
hear
to them in re

and ocould n

one

ertainly
present gard
t fatil to fol-
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with an expression of regret and an offer
lo arlitrate the question of responsibility
and th- amount of indemnity, if any was
found due, the United States could hardly
res. n the principle of arbitration in set-
tl‘ the question,

» Maine disaster, however, is a dis-

uno( mc.dem and should be considered by
itself.”

SENOR POLO AT HIS POST.

Spanish Minister Is Sure That Neither
Side Wants War—He Com-
mends Autonomy.
WASHINGTON, March 1lL.—Senor Luis
Bernabe, the new Spanish min-
ister, was seen at the Spanish legation to-
day by an Assoctated Press reporter, and
for the first time since his arrival con-
sented to speak concerning Spanish af-
fairs, observing such reticence on certain
phases as diplomatic propriety required,
Since the minister's arrival, he has re-
ceived a cablegram from Capt. Gen.
Blanco, stating that the Cuban cabinet
had designated Senor Szvella'es, of New
York, and Barila, gecretary of the Ha-
vana Chamber of Commerce, to act with
Senor Anguio in negotiating a commercial
treaty between the United States and

Cuba.

Speaking of the present policy of Spain
in glving autonomy to Cuba, the minister
sajd:

“This government has granted autonomy
on the broadest and most liberal lines. It
is designed to give the Cubang the com-
plete direction of their interna! affairs,
thus gratifying the honorable ambitions
of the Cubans, while at the same time
maintaining the historic allegiance of Cuba
as a colony of Spain. Already much has
been accomplished, and there s the fullest
confidence that the plan will be carried in-
to full execution. The naming of Cuban
delegates to come to Washington and ar-
range a commercial treaty shows how fully

the plan of autonomy grants to the Cubans
control of thelr own affairs’

The mlnls(er was then ukcd if he view-
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ed the . political conditions between the
United States and Spain as ndicating war.
After a moment's hesitation he answered
gravely:

“l am sure that the United States does
not wamt war, just as I am sure that the
Spanish government does not want war,
and will do everything honorable in its
power to avoid such a calamity.”

Senor Polo's first officlal business after
his credentials are presented to the presi-
dent will be in connection with the new
conunercial treaty between the United
States, Spain and Cuba.

Senor Polo was formally received in
his official capacity by Secretary Sherman
and Assistant Secretary Day at the state
He
was accompanied by Senor du Beso, who
has had charge of tha Spanish legation
gince the departure of Senor de Lome, and
was by him introduced to the secretary
and assistant secratary of state.

The two gentlemen came at the hour
indicated by appointment and were re-
ceived immediately upon their arrival at
the department. Theid visit was com-
paratively brief and the conservation was
purely perfunctory, being devoted almost
entirely to the consideration of the ar-
rangements for the minister's call formal-
ly upon the president for the presentation
of his credentials. -

CATHOLICS LOYAL TO FLAG

Americans Will Not Give Support to
Spain—Archbishop Ireland
Speanks Plainly.

CHICAGO, Maich 11.—"“No true Ameri-
can Catholic will think of espousing the
cause of Spain against that of this coun-
try, because the former is a Catholic na-
tion,” sald Archbishop Ireland in an in.
terview here today. “To do that is to
set oneself down

as tma(uroull) mdln"d

AR( HIHSHOP IRELAND,

to the teachings of his religion as well
as to the country which it is his bounden
duty to defend against all enemles, both
internal as well as external.”

The words of the Archbishop were in re-
ply to a question as to what he thought
of the advice alleged to have been given
by a Catholic priest in New York state
to his parishloners. Archbishop Ireland
is en route to his home in 8t. Paul from
Washington, where he has been for sev-
eral days.

“It {8 an Infamous suggestion,” he con-
tinued, “and it would seem as if it could
only emanate from a bitter enemy of the
faith, fofr it is directly opposed in eveiy
way to the spirit of the teachings of
Catholicism.”

His attention was also called to a sug-

gestion which has been the subfect «f
some discussion that the Pope's sym-
pathies pending controversy with
Spaln were strongly e ted on the side
of ation, because of its religious
fMliations,

“Insofar as implying that the pope will

132 hisg offices 10 aid Spain as 1:;1111! tNl

yuntry sugges'i i as

as the ! firs men l-nuv‘. Whatever
action he may take in this matter wiil be
wi idea of av

rting, if pos-

tiona
nart v
horror ar
sidera it
bout a
fou §
ie ¢
. w
3 r gt e s ation in this
ar atd
“Pregident MeK P 3 ving himself
pre-eminent(y the of the hour and of
the occarior His courese throughout the
remer 1l and trying crisis has beon
mark« by a loftiness of purpose, a ser-
\ d dignity of conduet which has
led the respect and admiration
f his pron e political enemies. This
was al ntly shown by the remarkable
and iction of congress in un-
iesitatingly placing the sweeping powers
it @4 in his hands I think every one
has come to repose the urtmost confidences
in his wisdom and abilily to meet what-
ever exigencies may arise in connection
with the presen: unfortunate situation.”

BUSINESS PANIC IN SPAIN.

All Seenrities Decline and Foreign
Exchange Bounds to an Im-
mense Premiom.

MADRID, March 11.—The anxl! ty as to
1 relations between Spain and the 'ni-
has pervaded financial

circles for several daj

in a heavy fall in
ities of exterior and
debts declining 1 per cent. For-
m exchanges have risen in an unprece-

dented degree, prices on Parls being 35 per

and covert
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cent. premium, and on London 39 per cent.
premium. All the newspapers call upon
the government to stop the panic by a
prompt and clear statement as to the real
conditions existing in Cuba, and also de-
fining international relations.

It is said in official circles that the Span-
{sh ambassador at Paris has brought a fa-
vorable impression of the disposition of
the European press and governments to-
ward Spain.
spanish Torpedo Hoats Under Way.

NEW YORK, March 11.—A special to the
Herald from Madrid says: The torpedo
squadron, unless the plans are altered,
wlill start Friday of thiz week to the Cana-
the two destroyers
for
peace

ries. whiie torpedo

leave direct Cuba. A strong senti-

ment is that should

without delay.

or war come

SPANISH I.l\ E our llll‘.lll THEORY.

The Maine Wasx Not Blown Up by n

| made,

Torpedo, They Say.
HAVANA, March 1L—Today Capt. Pe-!
1, president of the Spanish naval court of

ry into the cause of the Maine disas
" 2 ted a Interview to the
SpOT t of the Assoclated Press Capt
Per Wda
“Our divers are hard a* work examining
e hull of the Matn Great 4iff Ity s
experienced owing » the deep mud n
which the hull is buried
) r t be! there was
nal exp.osion f atorped for
ng reasons A torpedo foliow
f leamt resistance t have
the mud at the
su hole was
have w1 v
¢ ir if ex
» v-five feet
luced a wav re hing

cther shirs

to the and the shore nf (h*‘
harior We have examined every one
1 shipboard or on shore who saw the
expiosion, but no one can be found who
remarkesd any u: f the water or
s big wave, At viosion always
kills fish In th No fish were
kitied by the Maine r, as fishermen
who have kno this harbor for many
years testify

“To produce the effects noted in the
wreck, a torpedo would have had to be of
enormous size, fully 15 or 20 kilos

“l am therefore of the opinlon that the
expiosion occurred within the ship

“lI 40 not belleve there was any care-
lessness on the part of the officers of the
Maine, I do bell this was an sceident
which could not possibly have been fore.
seen. Such is my judgment at present,
with the facts that are in possession of the
ourt. When the court of inquiry finaily
decides, the decision will be in accordance
with the best evidence that can be pro-
cured.”

Capt. Peral requested the correspondent

to make it known that he had graated the
» i

interview In his unofticial capacity, and not
as president of the Spanish court of ine
quiry, which the law forbids him to de.

NAVAL INQUIRY IS COMPLET®.

Digest of Testimony Said to Mave
Been Forwarded to Washington.
NEW YORK, March 1l.—A dispatch te
the Tribune from Havana says:
The naval board has substantially come
pleted its investigation. Everything now
is in the nature of cumulative testimony,
strengthening the avidence that the Maine
was blown up by an external explosion,
The divers this week have been able to add
ittle to what they previously learned. In
effect the proof, from the condition of the
hull and the keel, as well as the maga-
zines, makes what might be called a come
plete case of structural evidence of an exe
ternal cause.
Muny accounts of conspiracy are sifted
by the board without result. A digest
nd analysis of the testimony has been
It is understood that this is on ite
to Washington.
Spanish divers are contlnuing theie
work Intermittently and in a perfunctory
manner., The superstructure of wrocm
is now falrly well cleared away, Nothing
definite can be learned regarding the SpanJ;
ish wimliralty board's intention to close it8
tigation. The Spantsh authorities will
nothing until the American inquiry I8

i

publ

icity has been permitted fog
cither the Lee episode or the talk of ware
shipa as a means of bringing provisions
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