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and words, but the little incident referred to gives
exanple of the real difference between the ways
oria and those of the American towns. Mush and
, call it which you will, ix the same thing, and
e the methods here in Victoria may seem differest on
to the superficial glance of an American the
of discernment soan sees that after all there is no
difterence. While it 18 an article of faith with the
of the United States to keep up the best front pos-
before strangers and patricticaliy to stand up for his
town as the finest piace on earth and to question
r in Paradise itself he could be happler, the Vie-
n has retained the dearest of John Bull's cherished
iges—that of growling at things as they are and al-
grudgingly admitting, even when conditions are
t, that there is room for improvement. Both
ran and Canadlan have the same end in view, the
ement and advancement of his own city, and the
n in his heart dearly loves his town and feels hurt
the invecent stranger takes his grumbling for truth
accepts without guestioning the valuation which the
3 resident puts on his city and its business.

~ As a matter of fact, go where you will, it would be dif-
mit to find any place on the continent where the general
-gendition of the people is happier than in this thriving city
of VYictoria. Fer instance, to
hear a Victorian growl about
the streets, one would imagine
that people ware wallowing up
to their necks in mud on the
main thoroughfares, and this
goes abroad., to the detriment
of the place, whereas, although
the paving of a few streets In
business portion would certainly give the city a hetter
appearance, and, in fact, this improvement is now within
geasonable distance of being accomplished, a city officlal
from one of the larger Amercan cities expressed his sur-
prise A few wecks ago that Victorians were not satisfied
with their reads; “for,” sald he, “you would have to travel
) long way before you find a city with such uniformly good

‘way you do, giving cutsiders such a false view of the real
condition of things.”” Now, as an actual fact, one of the

really splendid roads, that make driving to the multi-
tude of beauty spots in the vicinity a never failing source
of delight to visitors.

" Charmingly sitvated on the southern end of Vancouver
fsland, with glorious scenery on every side, of weoodland,
Sseacoast and plcturesque, verdure clad hills, Victoria is
an ideal spot for the pleasure secker. Within a few short
miles of town are to be had shooting and fishing of the
best description, streams and lakea full of trout and the
flelds and woods a cover for deer, grouse and the gorgeous
pheasant, while & pull In a skiff of five minytes puts one
where there s capital sport trolling for salmon or for
catching sea trout, bass or other gams fish. The boating
is one of the featuyes of Victoria, and one has the cholce
of u breexy sall out in the stralts outside the inner harbor
or canoeing up “The Arm.” a picturesque stretch of almost
jand-locked sea water four miles long, opening here and
there into wide stretches, delightful and safe to sall the
lightest of carces—the hanks a marvel of loveliness, with
thickets of pine, maple and arbutus, dotted here and there
with most charming residences and gardens—a very Eden—
which tors never tire praising.

ty iteelf is a most picturesque one,

Only a few
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Position not too mear lofty mountains, Victoria has a far
less rainfail thay the adjacent mainiand, while in summer
the climate ix sisrply perfection. never oppressively warm,
the coo! winds from the sea tempering the air deliciously
and the nights invariably delghtfully conl. Vietorians are
Baturally proud of Meeir climate, and it Is a revelation to
the people from the coid Eastern winter to come here in
February and see the buds on the lilacs turning green, the
nowdrowg and crocuses heginning 1o open, the wild cur-
Fant opening up its beauties and the air soft and mild as
it is in the Eastern April.

This cosy, comfortable settled appearance of Victoria
often leads strangers to set down the city as far older

than it really is. Victoria is not an old town. In 1843 when
it became evident that the”
W‘\ northern portion of Oregon,
{/ WEich had formerly been held

A §'ounddby V\, in common by traders of the
¢ ¢ United States and the Hud-

Y
0% Tf‘pﬁcfs A s=on's Bay Company, would by
¥ the treaty become par¢ of the

United 8tates Governor Doug-

4
¢ of Early Days.
ias, after careful consideration,

WO < -
255 DA decided 1o move the company's

headguarters from the Columisa river 1o the spot where
the city of Vietoria now stands. Accordingly he built
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minutes’ wnalk or drive from the bustie « {t _buatn "‘ .
= tlon one comes upon a succession of beaw 1 garden
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¢ ¥ st} od
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: 3 Beautiful by 5 T8 Beorh A e i st
3 X people a desire tn wn

0 Flower Gardens
T e T W 1 3

with a garden—ihis ¢ .

making close Do

E: resider o =!re ¢ at all popular. Consequ £
of tedio: s lines hotine it side by side Wt ‘:
Mreets with nothing but house fronts he K¢ ’
Of the resiconce portion of the town is & success
tached ho cvsy and comfortable, each with iis

5 . » . th «

3 large or according te the ¢
The peon . home lover ;M“'
pride n ¢ ¢ gardens From ea g
the mild ninter— which is supilar to the south of £
the gard e abloom with Déautiful flowers, =4
tended. protny groen lawns fleoly ore i nnti Nt Pt Ve v
through the summer moaths with sprinkiers. It was n
deter. lesive of the people to Keep their gardess
A® Trow possible that the city made the wWals o]

t he oal £

eXiremely low and no Man is pow s poor 1hat he a

@t 5! 1o water he wishes for his strip of lswn
The ciimate Vietorta ts one of its great charms
there s the rainy season tn winter hat thanks ta Hs
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ICTORIA, THE PICTURESQUE CAPI
~ COMMANDING THE S

Victoria’s busivess. There is not apparently the same
ugprmhnndncurrythnm-mmu»\mﬂmdty.

D@ and unthinkingly one ma:
this dcwn to lack of Mn{n::.‘
M That is a very erroneous idea,
bowever. Victorians are ener-
m getic, but they are not nervous.

young men here, and the

young women, too, for that

matter, are devoted to athletic

sports &nd the older people en-
courage them. Probably in no town of its size is this taste
for athletic exercises more general. But while that is the
ease, the steady growth of the business of the city shows
that the material things of life are not neglected, and that
Victorians are just as energetic as other peopie, though,
perhaps. showing their exurberance less. Another thing
that will strike a stranger mest faverably is the universal
courtesy shown to visitors, Ask a small boy the way to
some particular spot and instead of his pointing vaguely
up the street and saying, “Oh, round that next corner and
straight ahead,” it is dollars to doughnuts that the young-
ster will walk haif a biock out of his way to be sure to
get you on the right track and then watch you for a while
to make sure you take the proper turn. It is the same
with the grown folks, and that is one of the reasons why
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TRAITS' OF FIU

10 be seem in the customs returns, which show that the
amount of duty coliected in 1598 =, S0
in 1887, quite a substantial increase t must be admitted,
while in sh'pping the comparisons of vessels entered and
cleared in the past two years is as follows:

1888 Entered. Cleared. Total

L8 nT 2

.1 1.5 298

Eotered. Cleared. Total

sesssmbeevaseess 1,164 167 .20

Coastwise ............ Rhasvvish srvesnees LD 1.3 s

This is a very wstriking evidence of growth in a town
wherem!‘I nearly all the commerce with the outside is done by
vessel.

Victora has had a steady increase in the number of
steamship lines calling at her port, and now she has direct

BT TOODDE Communication with the Orient
0 A by the Canadian Pacific and
Ocean Traffic { Nerthern Pacific iines. She has

0 the Au:::guu colonies, New

au %ﬂ:’ Y, Zealand, and HMawail con-

to ? nected by the Canadian-Aus-

tralian line, steamer connection
daily with Seaitle; the Pacific
Coast steamship line from San
this a port of call; there s a

FSTOOTOD NS
Francisco makes

: BRITISH COLUMBIA PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS.
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island is very largely tributary to this city, and is constant~
Iy growing greater, especially on

BT OO <@ the vessels
) CArry more
% Trade ¥ that the increasing mining pop=
e e
and Improved
5 Transportation ) \"rovevout and = have
such a vigorous struggle for

BSOSO share in the trade that t
have got i, a large part of this going by way of Seattle
bond. So that Seattle is a gainer as well as Victoria,

One thing Victorians are looking forward to is a raile
way ferry commecting with some transcontinental line,
ferry taking aboard the loaded cars and setting them
down in Victoria, without breaking bulk. This hope s
likely to be realized before very long, and will give thia
city increased duminess facilities. Besides this the
have not lost sight of the cherished scheme to build a Mne
to the upper end of the isiand and across
rows, Many think this will be accomaplished sooper than
some peopie imagine, for it has been declared feasible,
though some adverse opinfons have been given on the
subject.

The business men have taken. these matters up i the
British Columbia Beoard of Trade quite vigorously, and
that there s no falling off in the interest is proven hy the
fact that the hoard has grown largely in
duaring the past few months. The board is one of the
thstitutions of the ity and is well established in a hande
some four-story brick building of its own. This body has
done much during the past few vears to impress on the
Dominion the needs of the shipping community, and with
a good deal of success. ;

A big scheme which has been put defore the city for
the past two years is a very comprehensive plan of harbor

H

{

fmprovement, which, if {t could bhe carried out, would
WO OO <@ make Victoria a magnificent
A 0 harbor. It is proposed by

¥ H‘ﬂ W to purchase all the land :
", ¥ 0 the inner harbor, to block up
O f or HM excavate it 10 & uniform depth,

F

the entrance, empty the
g and place docks all around

0 an IJQIW Then the water would be let in
PO OB O<OO® and instead of at present the
various docks being owned by private individuals, they
should be operated by a harbor trust. The city has in the
past few days set aside £,50 to examine into the scheme.

At present there is splendid accommodation for the
largest class of ocean steamers at the outer dock,
is just beyond the entrance to the inner harbor; but
proposed plan would admit of these vessels coming
into the heart of the city.

Another thing that Victorians are forward
the establishment of a smelter in the vicinity of the
At present the mines on the island are hardly
enough to give a constant supply of ore, but another year
will see great changes in this respect, and tha scheme
will take definite form just as soon. as that comes to pass.

Victoria is destined to become the center of a great fron
and steel Industry—of that no patriotic Victorian feels as
doubt.” Vancouver island stands out from the
like Great Britain does from the continent of Europe, and
there are on the island as great resources in iron as one
could wish; there is aleo the coal In immense qmntma
and sooner or later this means a ship-bullding Industry
great proportions, for the demands for the transpacifio
trade are sure in years to come to be as large or perhaps
even larger in the course of time than that between Europe
and the eastern ccast of America today,

The faith of Victorians in their city 1» not to be won-
dered at when it iz remeémbered that Victoria stands fourth
among the poris of the Dominion according to its customs
returns. Besides, as the capital of a great province, which
is developing rapidly, Victoria holds a very important place
as the leading city of British Columbia.

At Esquimalt is the headquarters of the Northern Pacifie
squadron, where there are always several of har
fleet. Esquimalt is a very plcturesque place, one of
sights for the visitor to Victoria. It is reached by trame
way, and is three miles from the center of the cky. 8o ime
portant has this station become that extensive fortificas
tions have been in course of construction there for several
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o v steamer econmection with Vancouver; steamers ran
e Y inays 8o charmed th ictoria~peaple are dally steam nnection
>’ =g Mg ‘," :;‘ Witk ¥ : y ; regularly between bhere snd Westminsier, Port Angeles,
Yer too husy to be courteans, s “ stn finetadtne Shars
t > g — e 94 e Comox and Naragimo: the west ¢oast ports, inciuding &Y
'\'\ - ~ 4 " '.)'lw t-szf.tib \lr :‘\,... i clay gnd and Alberai mines, contribute regulariy to her
...A:v oy gl 4:.',\; '{y,;“,'f.,"d,,‘,‘.‘"t',.;. . y Post es run regulssiy to the northern points
“we s . . . . umbla maintand coast, and saveral Hnes
3 Watey  Frivmd- Buady yaainesa 3 3
= FORE, Sy lh,’ Y‘]:‘ retstins the traffic 1o Skagway and other Alaskan
tia WATre LOUses g st Y 4 H
I 1 great any very fine modern bulld.nge z 3 e T
;‘ ' o i r'r*“'»h) fon ,3" w small for the 5 the Boval Roada off Besquimall s a
< 3 < & ’1‘ There l‘"‘.' » t‘..« no ¥ m about 13 vesreis sweRing cargoes, and the im-
3 Taud« nere nas ween I PO o . . > + it the fin oy
" Erow as besn natural. and conseguently thore ok et Esquimait m::- of th i finest on
ks Dot up that are not immediately ooru- s corstantly in demand for vessels needing
: S Ky put up th t i t Z
pied, Unt¥l & very few years ago only two banks did busi~ ; i ik - ; S
:»w Vicwris—~that iz, incorporated @ ks. Now there : Istry Is rapid g "-"5’ into a ship-
re branches of five of the largest banks Canada estab- ezs, for bhes'des the dry dock there is a marine
:l ! here he Pank of British Columbia and Bank of raflway st Esq 2it and another in the “ﬂ»rvv .'u'!---:’
Hiritish Nort America, which have been established here This lalter Is ¢ cremaed 80 25 to taks jarger vessels
far are; the Hank of Montreal, which has lately put up than it has hith 5 !»at:"ii-d. s 3 RGP
ry hi building., and the Merchants’ Bank of Quite a num? { river stexmers are bullt In ctoris,
. " Bank ¢ Montreal,  wiich have re- and Victerians kok forward confidentiy to the eatablish-
Halitax & = bei af treal. o . A oo e # v o industry for buildin
" snches in Vietoria The growih of ment bef R 13 yoars of & reguiar Indu ¥ Tor bullding
; atalt n the sstabiishment last October of for ore or two have aiready been turned out,
L nesz resuited in ¢ 2 ! .
e clraring hovse, and the steady increase in the clearings IArge ones. S aimget e el
AR it » of the growing trade of the city. Whereas, Victorix is the headqr MITOrS of the W 'f
Ivvomber and January the clearings seldom resched ast year & gt in a total of 7096 si‘ng for
Vo 88 wees, for the week gending Fobruary 38 the clears e, : LTS TG, P SR———
s we $NL D the largest en record and placing Viee With all this shipping trade natursil a large wmumidwre
r 3 in the sixth place among the cities of the Dominion ef indusizies in connection are sustained Healdes, ]’.ho
Arcther indication of the growtd of Victoria's trade is growik of the mises on (Ps east and west coast of 'the
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years past under the charge of a detachment of the Royal
engineers. Theugh & person entering the harbor can 209
BT A YeTY [ittie of this work, it is of
9

i a most extensive character, and
FOftiﬁC ations the intention is to make it abso«
, Command the

lutely impregnable to sttack,
When the timas cornes the whele
) Straits of Fuca )
T W N

of Hsguimait village will be

e
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tzken in for defsnsive pude
poerm, Lwnd befoure long It 18
ol propoped - to have a force cf
five  thoussnd men stalloned there econstantly. At
favorabis points between Victoria and Hequimalt very
gtrong forts have aiready been constructed, and on these
sumbers of high power moders gune are placed-not In
view, for they are of the latest disappesring kind, that
riss by preumatic power jast long enough 1o fire, and then
vink oul of sight. These guns command the straits and
ars of very long range. As suxiiaries 1o prevent any pos-
g itien of landing parties there are smaller engines of
War, such as the deadly Maxims that pour forth a perfeet
rain of bollets, and on the ssscoart are defenses, lnciude
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ing the string’ng of tangies of barbed wire to hoid back an
attecking forve while the mach.ne guns mow the enemy
down

The [orts already completed are in charge of A force of

Contizsued on Page Twenty-sis



