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BSsS&jAWiv****. »»ren "- rornot*,* fir?" toga red &

HgfHn waiter as * visitor from the United «ta:*s took
hi* wat on® morning *t the breakfast tabte of a
steamer running: inf.. Victoria. "And then," cam

W tin visitor, as he told the Incident afterwards. "I
\u25a0p#v. knew I wan in Canada, for over on the American
\u25a0 ft* always mush, not porridge."
K:fe perhaps that ts apparently a strange way of intro-

description of Victoria, "the beautiful Queen City
k'V, Ullhih Columbia." m the VletorlaiM love to call their

hrt it la an illustration of one of the main differ-
- IS* bftween the capital of British Columbia ana an

\u25a0gflSpilpa town. Of courae. everybody In Victoria does not
moah porridge?indeed. the proximity to the more

populated state of Washington and the constant
'j/fimr of travel between Vancouver island and the United

kad effect of largely introducing American
wggS&mm an«i words, but thr tittle- incident referred to glres

I' texan.pl>- of the real difference between the »ay«
Br . .0 Victoria and thoae of the American town*. Mush and
\u25a0 jMllllf c*» »t which you will. is the name thing, and
ft;fffctte **»« method* here in Victoria may seem different on
\u25a0 -It? iorfarv to the superficial glance of «n American, the
* fIHM of discernment sees that after aii there ts no
\u25a0> jsal 4iff»rence While It 1* an article of faith with the
a JHnb of the United Stat** to k<tp up the ivnt front po«>

1 **before strangers »nd patriotically to stand up for h.n
F fVtt town as the finest place on earth and to question
W.~ whether in Paradise itaelf he could be happier, th* V»c-

tartan has retained the dearest of John Bull's eh« rishM
? *||Wkge»?that of growling at things, as they are ami al-

ways grudgingly admitting, even when conditions are
Mfbtnt, that there is room for Improvement Both
AgMrtean and Canadian have the same <-r:d in view, the
Improvement and advancement of his own city, and the
iTJetarian in hto heart dearly lovea his town and feels hurt
jplwn the inrocent stranger takes his grumbling for truth
gatf accepts Without questioning the valuation which the
Victoria resident puts on his city and Its business.

A* a niattcr of fact, go where you will, it wouid be dif-
?Cßlt to And any place on the continent where th«- genera!

CMKlition of the people is happier than in this thriving city
of Victoria. For in.«tan< e, to

X A hear a Victorian growl about
\ Solendid Roads >

u " *lreet * ou« would im..«ir.e
Q"r A that people were wallowing up
A andMinn Other A X " THE,R R4ECKII LN MUD ~N TH**

y Q main thoroughfares, and this
A A4-fm c A ffoe* abroad, to the detriment
Q Anrtatons. Qof thc pJac< , wherf . a , jt? hough

*- r the paving of a few struts In
tte business portion would certainty give the city a better
appearance, and, in fact, thin Improvement Is now within
Seasonable distance of being accomplished, a city official
from one of the larger Amercan citiea expreaaed his sur-
prise a few weekr ago that Victorians were not satisfied
With their rcada; "for," said he. "you would have to travel
along way before you find a city with such uniformly good
roads as you people have got right here, and you should
be ashamed of yourselves to run down your town In the
way you do. giving outsiders such a false view «>f th.- real
condition of things." Now, as an actual fact, one of the
great charm? of Victoria and the surrounding district is
the really splendid roads, that make driving to the multi-
tude of beauty spots in the vicinity a never failing source

' Of delight to visitors.
Charmingly situated on the southern end of Vancouver

\ island, with glorious scenery on every aide, of woodland,
?ea coast and picturesque, verdure clad hills, Victoria la
an ideal apot for the pleasure seeker Within a few short
miles of town an* to be bad shooting and Ashing of the
best description, streams and lakes full of trout and the
Aelda and woods a cover for deer, grouse and the gorgeous
pheasant, while a pull in a skiff of Ave minutes puts one
where there la capital sport trolling for salmon or for
catching sea trout, bass or other gam* fish The boating
Is one of the feetu/ea of Victoria, and one has the choice
of a breeay aail out in th* strait, outside the inner harbor
or canoeing up "The Arm." a picturesque stretch of almost
land-locked sea water (our miles long, opening here and
there into wide stretches, delightful and safe to sail the
lightest of caioes -the hanks a marvel of lovellnews, with
thicketa of pine, maple and arhutus. dotted here and there
With moat charming residences ami gardens?a very Eden?-
which vifitora never tire praising.

Tha <jty itaelf is a moat picturesque one. Only a few

Potior; not too near lofty mountain*, Victoria ha* a far
ie . rainfai! than the adjacent mainland, while in summer

\u2666 k ,

te ? ":n perfmion. nem o<ppresi*ively warm,
" co*»? w.nds from the sea tempering the air deiK-iousty

,

tb»- night* invariably delightfully cool. Victorians are
?*

»

0t climate, and it Is a revelation tothe people from the cold Eastern winter to com#- here '.nFebruary and aee the tuds on the lilacs turning green, the
snowdrop* and crocuses hrginnfng to open, th< wild cur-
iwnt up* n.nv up it* beautle* and the air soft and mili as
It is in the Eastern April.

This for/. settled appearance of Victoria
often le.id* at rangers to set down the city a# far older
than it really I#. Victoria is no: an old town. In IM3. when

Victoria's business. There is not apparently the aam«eager ruah and acurry that one aees in an Americas city
»«d unthinkingly one may put

0 9% » *,« ft t *lia ®CWB *° business.
A Businesslike, \ That la a very erroneous kles.

Q Q bowgver. Victorians are ener-
A {Athletic. A *etlc ' bat tb *'3r *re not nervous.
V Q Tba young men here, and the
A Courteous. A youa® women, too. for that
*. V matter, am devoted to athletic

to be seen in the customs returns, which show that ths
amount of duty collected in I**waagainst rriHO
in IW. quite a substantial increase Ct must be admitted,
while in sh pping the comparisons of vessels entered and
cleared in the past two yc&rs is as follows:

Entered. Cleared. Total
sea 1.217 2.#3

Coastwise ].« 1jm
lsyr~ Errtersd. Cleared. Total.

sea ijs| *;##

Coastwise i,ss» V3» 2.753
This is a very striking * videaK-e of growth In a town

where nearly ail the commerce with the outside is done by
vessel.

Victoria has had a steady increase In the number of
steamship lines calling at her port, and now she has direct

communication snth the Or.ent
a f,V the Canadian Pacific and

a Ocean Traffic { *artbf? l,nf- «*?

Q ' A th«i Au».rAU*n colonies, New
A to All¥arts a Zealand, and Hawaii con-

V Q nected by the Canadian-Aus-
A of tn£ World. A traiian une, steamer c«mnect'ony. ' *

_
;< with Seattle; Pa, .lie

Coaat steamsii.p une from San
Francisco makes this a port of call: there is .%

\u25a0porta and the older people en-
courage them. Probably in no town of its stae is this taste
for athletic exercises more general. But while that is tho
case, the steady growth of the business of the city shows
that the material things of life are not neglected, and that
Victorians are Just as energetic as other people, though,
perhaps. shearing their exurberance less. Another thing
that will strike a stranger most favorably is the universal
courtesy shown to visitors. Ask a small boy the way to
some particular spot and instead of his pointing vaguely
tip the »tr?et and saying. "Oh, round that next comer and
straight ahead." i» ;s dollars to doughnuts that the young-
ster wsil walk half a block out of hia way to be sure to
get you on the right track and then watch you for a while
to make sure you take the proper turn, it is the same
with the gtown folka. and that Is one of the reasons why

- _ - it became evident that the
northern port on of Oregon.

V Qv jr t v' w^ich harf formerly been held
/, C/Otinaeu Dy \ in common by traders of She
\f* j f , I'nSted States fe nd the Hud-
A naray 1 tappers A son's Ray Company. trijuH by

A /\u25ba p 1 n the treaty become part of the
QOf JUUiy Udys. United Stat** Govern - l>. K-

***? after carffu! ctmMdemioo,
to movf. ttse company's

beatkjijarters from the Columbia river to the spot stiere
the city of Victoria now stands. Accordingly be buii:

4

BRITISH COLUMBIA. PARLIAMENT BTJILDIISraS.

It'

ICTORIA, THE PICTURESQUE CAPITAL,
L COMMANDING THE STRAITS 1 OF FUCA.

Island is very largely tributary to tfcto city, aad to constant-
ly growing greater. especially en tha JUberal canal. u4

tha vessels IMHIIH Uia port
A -) carry mora aad mora supplicn

X cHinina Trade \ ,rmt th* *««»****"J***/)
? A uis:K« dcmamSs. Then, too,

an// fmflwwM/ \ while Kootenay fa tar away*

V **TiprCW?Q Q Victoria houses have branch?-
<> Transportation ) JSSfSUS? ..J35.

share ,'n tha trade that they
hare got if, a large part of this going by way of Battfla til
bond. So tha: Seattle is a gainer aa well an Victoria.

One thins Victorians are looking forward to to % rait*
way fcrrv conawcttng with <otne transcontinental Hot, tbo
ferry taking aboard the loaded cars and setting them
down In Victoria, without breaking Hulk This hope to
likely to be realised before very long, and will give thta
city increased business facilities. Besides this, the ptoQk
have !*ot lost of the cherished scheme to build a Uno
to the ujiper end of the Isiand ami across Seymour N'ar*
rows. Many think this will be accomplished sooner than
son»< people imagine, for St ha** been declared feasible,
though some adverse opinions have been given on t)W
subject.

The busine«j» men have taken these matters up to the
British Columbia Hoard of Trade quite vigorously, and
that there ;» no falling off in tho interest is proven by tho
fact that the ltoavi has crown largely in membership
daring the past few months. The board Is one of tha
inst'tutions of th.> city and is well established In a hand*
acme four-story brick building of its own. Thta body has
done much during the past few years to Impress on tha
Dominion tho ne«-ds of the sh:pplng community, nmt with
a good deal of aucceas.

A big schi-mf l which has bren put befere the city for
the past two years is tx very plan of harbor
improvement. which, if it could be r«rrtfd out, would
»»/C>"Cv*-2> *v>*o«Cv<C>® Victoria «. magnificent

J /\ harbor. It is proposed by thftl
A Plan Prono&cd K to *ll the land aroundA x ion jrrupwcu \

thf> tni, or harbori l 0 Wock
A for M&kina \

th,> **tranee. empty the baatn.
V '

"

i/ excavate it to a uniform dtpth,

d an Ideal Harbor h and pUc ® diH k!t *" around it.
V «'» +A»ruvr y Tfcea |he WUJLvr be l«t la

tnd Instead of at prevent tha
various docks being owned by private individuals, their
should be operated by a harbor trust. The city has in tbO
past few days Bet aside 52,."«W to examine Into the scheme,

At present there is splendid accommodation for tha
largest viass of ocean steamers at the outer dock, which
is Just beyond the entrance to the inner harbor; but tha
proposed plan would admit of these vessels coming right
into the heart of the city.

Another thing that Victorian* are looking forward to Is
the establishment of a smelter in the vicinity of tha city.
At present the mines on the ishutd are hardly developed
enough to give a constant supply of ore, but another year
will *e* great Ranges in this respect, and tha schema
will take definite form just as soon as that comes to paaa.

Victoria is destined to become the center of a groat Iron
and steel Industry?of that no patriotie Victorian feela any
doubt. Vancouver Island stands out from the mainland
like Great Britain does from the continent Of Europt, and
there are on the island as great resource# In Iron as ona
could wL«h; there Is also the coal In lmm«M quantities
and sooner or later this means a ship-building Industry of
great proportions, for the demands for tha transpacific
trade are sure in years to come to be as largo or perhaps
even larger in the course of time than that between Europe
and the eastern coast of America today.

The faith of Victorians in their city Is not to bo won*
dcrcd at when It is remembered that Victoria stands fourth
among the ports of the Dominion according to Its customs
returns. Besides, as the capital of a great province, which
Is developing rapidly, Victoria holds a very Important place
as the leading city of British Columbia.

At Esqulmalt Is the headquarters of the Northern Pacifle
squadron, where there are always several of her gnajMty's
fleet. Esqulmalt is a very picturesque place, on* of tha
sights for the visitor to Victoria. It Is reached by tram-
way, and Is three miles from the center of the cHy. So Im-
portant has this statkm become that extensive fort Men-
tions have beet} In course of construction there for several
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'\u25a0 Beaut,ful by

' JES
JFlouterGardens ; V-*«'<*-\u2666\u25a0!? *.«
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mMfrtf *tr<-«»t< : »t at uli fanwHar.
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thf»fvU tin- ii' ,
. -\u25a0;? nsrr tßMth* w - 'h - prlttkStr*- 't *lls n
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*a ?« >. «>. >.SU, that th«» oKj (Bad# «'-? » ,! -'r r 4

low. m>,it no m*B I* now *"» i*v»r th.it it« fld *

»*t »n U;. he tor hi* «tr.p «>f !*»«

The ci.route o£ \ Irtorla. t«*», t» oo* of sts* srvat il.ariKa.

\u25a0?« \ >-« ? ~'f\ »r ?n
'

-t t* to *

v:»*tor« ;»r* alwaj* no charmed with Victoria?people ara
Rv-v.-r ii.i> h.: «\u25a0> to }» <ourt<*o«s.

VVh ?» tt*r r-: stJ !»«? ptft.fm of Victor!® i* spf't'l owr a
iin-. <*\u25a0.*?» not *pp!v to the t>tt«.»w<i porn m.

th<*» is, ja the »** «o of tho btitidlags icttlT'd. f-'r
ft- m *i v-,:\!v fr»-nt Nrk tho ha»tr.»w »tr4«» aro a'il

ait?-, ? .r-f,i::tial

P ' (fit, a jtrr**at many vory rr. t»5..U3 "«?

?nf r»' .««->\u25a0 ' ?.ii -«? iii.it foywl t »<) for th«
» »r«: ? -*«?* U. tig «ra«lc. Th»-r« has no fc*> m tboot
* - ? n i

? « t; ha* l"- i> natursl. »n<i rw,<oja#J!tly rh ro

r» »> t-.« l»i «a. pet up that aro not imm«*4tat<*ly .<\u25a0 u-

i'irti.. frHttl a f»« >ear» *«o only two hanks «lui but)*

?n V; nn- ;bat Is, ino»rpor*t(4 hanks. N>» tto«ro
aro bras,.»h' # of c.ve of th» largest hjfcr.k* Tn Cmada *»Ub-
! h->r* *h» Pank of Brttish Cotumhia and B.»nn of
!trit->Jt N rth wh)A toav<* bwn MtahllsiMSl hrf*
f - icarn t>s<s lUink of M-'Otrsai. which has !at*ly pvt «|»

a v*-v n.w.i:- nsi t'iildmr and tho Merchants' Bank of
}; vilfax a> '. M< t? r. s Kar.k of Montreal. xwWell ha** re-
cvnti> ? st- «U<«b«--t hranekoa ta VJrfwH Th<» growth of
%' i s. r-- \u25a0 .n th* es;ah>J»hm*nt last October of
t .?c.«rt-?e f/vw anl rter steady. In th« t
Is in :» ,i. .?ir>r. of th* trado of ih# city. Wlwrr**,

;v -r? r and isauar> th<» <-t«-»r"r,*s s»e!do« roa-h«-d
j~ < ». a *« ». ;»r th* «rfk tftdimt PVbruarsr 3* tV cl»ar*

!r.g.« *»-<? (?. »Vv* lartstt oo r*-<?"rd and pim<uig

i»,r » trx ii.* ixt! pUnt aaMag tho <its«» of tho lx?m;\u25a0
Ar kyt ndu ation of th« frewth of V»ctori*'f trad* I*

dally jHftam*? wnnootlon with Vancouver; «tr;U»#r» ran
rofruiariy b*two*n b*r« a»d W-*<«to«*r. l*ort Angrte*,

Coißf-* and Naraiwuv. th»» west nwt ports. irsr-Iwiirt* Bar-
clay « un«i »nd Atfeo-rai min**, ? \u25a0>» tribal regularly to h*r
*hij*t<<«e fi. lire* run re-*-)'--rsv t» lfc» northern {olnta

on tfe*> iv.iuwsh * \u25a0?>» (. and *'«v»»fal Mn*»

ar« c>-*af«d to *rjf trtftic to and etbtr Alasfeut

Jr \u25a0r ' «

att th<«. tho P."}-*! Baai)* off »: "4 .lira*it is a
favor!?* pla-*« *\u25a0 } vs#s«»,* kin* c« »wj Un-
wi*w st<*»n»- dry 4< k at K««tutßult »w of St- on
IJ-.rt cooUiwot, i* cor st.mliy in <t«t»ai&4 tot \e*3#U iwed.nif
repair*.

Tint rofMlrfnir Snd«*try la raptdty growtnr ;nto a ship-

building hi4»ir £-.»- for ties:*4
*-# the dry dork ther- is a martini

railway at K;tj; trait aod «r<-»*h«*r ta tbo lnn«r nsl/i-r
This Utter !* t-- fco increased to hi to tak* larger *?»«!»

than I? has M!h»rtf» b*jwfSod

yoltf a nurotw of rim rt'siwi ar* huOt !n V>tnr)a,
and \ ri»r in* kt k forward roßfidontlv to the ««tab?i#h-
jnent brr r* n :j> }?«« of a wr#!*f Industry for btiiljiOK

#cecl \,?**+>* f-»r or»- ' r two h»w already twee turnod ent,
th<*osrh not l»rg- on**.

Ther-. too, \ '.<tortn is th* hi a4<jt:ar!-ftn or the scaling
f. .-t »»? !» year hr-o»ght to a total of JfT.W. »*.:n* ??.?

tbirty-hv*

Wull ail th«s '* trade na? >w«lly a t»r*«- sum!*- f

d MiittitH in caftacciiais a?» *u*!a»t>»'L it ha
growth of tiifl tr,.u «» on i|* east and want coast of 'tha

y ar? jp#*t iiMff «h»* chargo of a d«*»rhro«nt of lb* Rortl
fnein»fr i Tbnuarb a «-ut#r4n* lb# turtior can M#

*«ry ltt«i*» of tht» worlt. it to of
a a mf«*t character, a»4

C Fortifications» RJ£t
J Command the )
' Sfrafts ofFuoa 0 uk*R ir

, *£, 4« fTiv# .r°Zr' / po«"*. »iv) b*fr<ra to&C It M
>"* pfof«t»4 to havo a tore* et

!H* thau**nd m»n ttat toned tb*rm o>MUntlr. At
fa< »raM# {Kiißd Vk-tofla and 1-Wwiuimnlt y«rf

*tr«n* fort* h-;**- tufj*dy eon*tn<ctod, and on tlwM
of high pow« mni+m rurm ar« pi%i-«»<t~not M

vjow f«r *b*v »r« of th* Sa«<**t «li«*rpe*nK* kind, that
rim- by t>*« Ji»t mooch to Hn», m 4 tlwn
rink i of TfcMw> «urm «<nm»»*n4 th* «trait* and
ar« '-rf rrry IOM« raor»». A* auxUiailr* to aay po»-
#«>> ft. ? tb»«! *r# «nail»r «n(ln*« of
*>r, *u< ?> lb# MUIRM tint |«'ur forth a p«rt*rt
rail of bt and on tno «uia*-r«oi* are dofonoo*. leeM*
io* tr ? otr-.rfrc t,( :»«s>?« of bwtM4 wlr» to hold hack HI
»tie t £ i -r- - »i' if th« k>&* fi.tii jtunw mow th« «fi*mf
Snmn

Tb<- rt ? ! *t'- in < »>a rrr of a force of

Con{!cu*d on I'mc Tw#nty-*t*.


