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‘l‘he Chrut That |l to Be.

Today the heart of the Christian world
i» fuil of tenderness. The legend of the
Christ child 1s potent, linked as it fs
with the sacred and well-beloved asso-
clations of every household. Millions of
little ones appeal to us not only through
the strong human tie, not only because
of the innocence, dependence and trhst

" that ovoke fts best from disillugloned
manhood and womanhood, but also be-
cause of the babe by whom centuries ago
new hope and promise came to a worn
world and a species groping wearily after
the elusive best. Today we glve of our
best; the gifts that mark affection and
remembrance; the greater offering of
hearts softened by the touch of joy and
hoge and the heavenly influence of hap-
piness conferred.

In memory of the (‘hrm thct was and
is we do these things. For He is in the
world more mightily now than in the
years when His life touched with flame a
mpribund civilization, and faretold the
ever-sought harmony of human and di-
vine. That life is still the greatest source
of inspimtion that ever smote the rock
of human harshness and selfishness. The
ideals that He set on high immutably,
diamed and smirched as they often are
by the smoke of life’s strenuous conflicts,
still find thelr holy of holles In the hu-
man heart. For two thousand years
wr white light has flooded the sordid,
struggling world. And though it has nof
yot conguered dn the long and mighty

travail, !,hqu is no symbol of sueh power .

and IW'. none that sways so Irre-
sistibly with the copquering weakness of
suffering for love's sake, as the sign ot
the croes.

Visihly Is the kingdom of Christ coming
on the earth; but it 48 the triumphing
reign of a dispengation better understood.
For too many of these centurles, and
th too many of the chiurches where an-
thems sound today, the central thought of
Christianity has been holiness. With its
‘racial bent toward Individualism, the Teu-
tonic stack has centered its deepest me-
ditations and its most powerful efforts on
the idea of personal purtfieation, personal
salvation. What shall “I" do to be saved

the keynote of too many a faith, The
remunciation of the world for a stagnat-
ing life of pious solitude, the cholce of
the world if thereby he who elects it
might win hig sure way to paradise, were

of the Holy Grail, ages pass and dﬂm-
tions rise and fall and splendors molder,
and behind every human institution stands
an avenging angel with the sword whose
touch Is decay. ;

What we should reverence today is not
a Aoctring or a scheme or a token, but a
life. The world is not regenerate by sys-
tems, but by acts. They who explain
these things by parables insult and deny
Him. In the spirit and deed of that life
which began twenty centurles ago, made
its, literal model, and there alone, earth
will find peace and man happiness and
the human merge insensibly Into the di-
vine, 1t 1s & hard saying: so that only
the few scorned and rejected have fol-
lowed 1t unalterably and found the un-
speakable. But it is the law of the king-
dom of Christ that iz to be; it is the
true and eternal interpretation of the
great Christmas text, “No man cometh
to the Father but by Me."”

For the first time In the history of the
state there will be no senatorial election
at Olympia. Several other states will be
more fortunate, or unfortunate, as the
cage may be, The legislatures of Mon-
tana, Minnesota and Nebraska elect two
senators cach,

Senme Bundinu Record.

The building record of Seattle for the
pagt year s probabiy the most remark-
able ever made by a cily of this size,
under normal conditions. The figures for
November, with comparisens made for
the same period with other cities of the
United States, afford a fair Index to the
work of the entire year, 'Those figures
show that but two citfes in the United
States exceede:l Seattle In the number of
new bulldings commenced during the
month, and those two cities have each a
population twelve or fourteen times as
great as ours. In amoun' expended In
building, Seattle occuples twelfth place.
Some citles with a comparatively small

penditure considerably greater than that
in Beattle. Thé inference, warranted by
these statistics, is that the citles which
show a greater expenditure, coupled with
a showing of a very much smaller num-
ber of bulldings, have made up their large
totals by the construction of a few large
and expensive buildings, while Beattle's
showing is of a large number of com-
paratiVely inaxpénsive bullaings, for the
most part dwellings. y

So far as Beattle 18 concerned, this con-
clusion 18 absolutely correct. Seattle's
building boom has been in the direction of
putting up homes to shelter the new

within the past year. The most expen-

hut the aggregate of expenditures has
been In the directiorn of relatively lnox-
pensive dwellings.

During the year there have been In the
neighborhood of 1.40 bulldings erected
within the corporste limits of the city,
and the building In the suburbs has been
in the same proportion, No statistics have
been ecompiled of that suburban bullding,
but it is elearly within the truth to say
that not less than 0 new builldings have
been erected Immediately adjacent to the
city within the year, in addition to thosa
within the corpogate limits,

The fAgures in the city engineer's office
show an expenditure for building in the
neighborhood of $1.500,000, which wou!ld
make the average cost of each bullding
constructed during the year a trifle in
excest of $1000. The correctness of this
estimate is open to question, It Is the
practically uniform rule, when applylug
for a permit, to underestimate the cost of

number of buildings put up show an ex-

population which has been flocking In

sive bisllding erected during the year has
{ ‘been an apartment house, for example;

mld be mmecmary for him to reply '
to the recent paper of the former presi-
dent. The old incHnation to say some-
thing was too strong, however, and Mr.
Bryan promises to show wherein Bryan-
ism is in no respect different from the old
faith of the fathers.

British Touchiness.

The utterances of the London Times
concerning the amended Hay-Pauncefote
treaty evinee a foollgh gensitiveness which
we hope will not he ghared by the foreign
office. Tt says, ‘“‘the amended treaty is a
bargain to which we cannot agree, and to
which no reasonable American who pken
the trouble to reffect upon our side of the
guestion can expect us to agree.” In the
nameé of all reasonable Americans, we
ask, "why not?"

Assuming that the unamended treaty
was acceptable, as it appeared to be, there
is but one change In it as approved by the
senate to which Great Britain could pos-
=ibly offer an objection. The changes in
all were three, One provides specifically
that the acceptance of this treaty shall
abrogate the Clayton-Bulwer agreement.
Ag this was Known to be the reason for
opening negotiations, it ought not to be
surpriging or offenegive, Another ecancels
the article which provided that, when the
treaty was completed, the other natfons
of the world should be Invited to agree to
its terms, As its subject matter deals
solely with affairs on this continent, and
as Great Britain, by virtue of the Clay-
ton-Bulwer treaty, is the only country that
we are bound to consult, the fear that
such a eoncession would impair the force
of the Monroe doctrine was a fatural one.
Certainly there is no such love for Eng-
land in any country on the continent that
#he need get into a huff because we do
not wish to make them parties to a treat)

with her.

The third amendment s that which
gives to the United States such power
to protect ita {nterest In the canal as was
conferred on Turkey when the Sueg canal
was bullt, Here, again, while Great Brit-
aln might have preferred the other course,
we find no reason why she should be
touchy. 1f this canal is bullt, It will be
through territory acquired by us, and
with money furnished not by private cap-
[italists but by the people of the United
States. Tt {8 not unreasonable that they
should wish to exercise certain police
power over what 18, in every sense, thelr
property. We claim to be *“reasonable
Americans’”; and as such we not only ex-
pect Great Britain to accept the amend-
ments, but we should like much to hear
one reason why they are objectionable.

The chief occasion of British sensitive-
ness, as we gather from the comments of
the London press, is entire ignorance on
that side of the water of the conditions
under which treaties can be concluded by
the United States. They argue from thelr
own precedents., This Is obvious from
their expressed Irritation against Presi-
dent McKinley. They seem to think it
improper and unworthy of him to have
vielded to the wishes of the senafe. They
have no appreclation of the fact that the
constitution makes the senate co-ordinate
with him In the formation of treaties; and
that any government which enters into
treaty relations with us must deal not
only with the president, but with the sen-
ate of the United Btates,

European nations make treatles through
their cabinets, The foreign office conducts
negotiations; and If the government ap-
proves, the nation is bound. But the
president of the United States alone has
no more power to make a treaty than ha

has to pass a tariff bill or declare a war, |

80 the senate, in amending the Hav-
Pauncefote treaty, was not playving a

possibly 1t aid not require brute force o

secure their acquiescence in something not
without the charming thrill of danger and
capable, with demure cleverness, of such
adjustment to events as would make it

not altogether an unwilling sacrifice.
bbbl e

Bryan and the Popular Vote.

There have been several tables of the
official prestdential vote published, and
one of the latest is from thd Omaha Bee,
which “§8 printed in another column. In
this, as in others that have been pub-
lished, the vote of some of the minor
parties is lacking, but the general result
{s shown and the figures are sufficiently
approxtmate for use in drawing conclu-
siong on the result of the last campaign.

According to these figures, MeKinley
recelved 7,207,269 votes In 1900, as compared
with 7,107,204 in 1896, Bryan received 6,255,-
027 in 1900, as compared with 6,533,080 four
vears ago. McKinley made a very no-
ticeable gain over the vote of 1886, while
his competitor lost. MecKinley's plurality
af 1806 was the largest In the popular
vote ever given to a preeidential candi-
date execept in the case of Grant in 1872,
when the successful candidate had a plu-
rality of about 753,000 This year McKinley
carried the country by a plurality of more

than 8$30,000, in a campalgn where the ag-

gregate vote of the two great parties
was 13,082,296, This was an increase of
between 80,000 and 70,000 over the vote of
the last preceding eiection

There I8 more or less significance in
these figures. Mr. Bryan made claims that
he would receive a vote of over “six mil-
Hlon and a half' and for several days
after the election hix supporters, while
admitting that he had been defeated,
claimed that he had received a popular
majority. He and his supporfers might
have been sincere, but it turned out that
he and they were totally rgnorant of
American sentiment, and the overwhelm-
ing defeat of this year has shown that
the people are now more opposed to the
principles and policles advocated by the
Bryan Democracy than they have ever

been before. The vote this year for the |

two great parties was greater in the ag-
gregate than In any previous campalgn,
and the loss of popular support sustained
by Mr. Bryan well warrants the com-
ments which have come from Mr. Cleve-
land and others In the last few days.

Tt has been the rule in the United States
until this year that when rwo presiden-
tial candidates of great parties confront
each other twice In succeasion, the one
who was Dbeaten in the first instance
would win in the second. Adams beat
Jefferson in 1796 and was beaten by Jef-
ferson in 1800. John Quiney Adams de-
feated Andrew Jackson in 1824, and was
overcome by Jackson in 1828. Van Buren
defeated Willlam Henry Harrison in 1838,
but when 1840 came around and the log
cabin and hard ecider campaign of that
year was closed, it was found that his op-
ponent of four years before Had won a
great victory. His grandson, Benjamin
Harrison, defeated Cleveland in 1888, but
was worsted by Cleveland in 1802

This rule, which had been sustained for
a century, was broken in the recent con-
test between Bryan and McKinley; and
at the same time the usual run of presi-
dential voting in the states of New York
and Indiana was interrupted. These com-
monwealths have been oscillating from
one’ party to another for a guarter of a
century, and it was Bryan's turn to win
in 19%0. He was defeated, however, and
worse than in the previous campaign. The
reason for it all was that the American
people would not tolerate Bryan or what
Bryan represents, e was not the can-
didate of the best that there is in Ameri-
can Democracy, and because of that fact

types are busy. But as for bettering un-
bearable conditions, ae for reforming evils
that need no political turnover, as for
the spirit of good citizenship that busles
ftself with other things, the Times has
no use for them. It stmply ecannot un-
derstand them at all. Everything must
be marked political grist that comes to
the mill. This is a not unfamiliar phase of
Ameérican journalism, but neither s it
admirable. It is a petty game that uses
the highest interest of the whole com-
munity as one of its counterss The most
becoming quality for a newspaper which
conceives of municipal reform as avail-
able only for political uses is the grace of
silence.

The market for American locomotives
has been extended to Europe and Africa,
and the exports of this character will
also be increased by an order just re-
celved from Chile for 400 freight cars.
The better American wares are under-
stood the ‘more popular they become and
the larger the demand.

The German government has protested
against Turkey making =a deposit  with
the Cramps for a warsghip until an old
bill due the Krupp concern is paid. If
the sultan Is to be allowed to do nothing
until these old bills of his are settled,
he might as well go out of business,

One Kentucky man recently shot an-
other for taking a drink of whisky and
filling the bottle up with water. It's
curious that it should be all right to put
whisky in water, but criminal to put
water in whisky.

The claims of some of the candidates
for speaker of the next state house of
representatives are as comprehensive and
pogitive as some of those advanced by
the more earnest partisans in the last
campalign,

The Christinas dinner of President and
Mre, McKinley will, according to custom,
be a quiet family affair, and the thirty-
pound turkey from Dublin, Va., ought
to furnish enough to go around.

A Brooklyn woman wants a divorce be-
cause her husband flirted with the ser-
vants. Probably he only wanted to keep
them contented with their jobs,

A mail sack Was opened in Helena yes-
terday and a good part of the contents
stolen. Helena 18 getting quite a reputa-
tion for opening sacks

Minister Wu says ‘‘the world is gradu-
ally coming to Confucius’ This is the
most euphemistic term yet devised for the
invasion of China.

The last Christmas of the present cen-
tury ought to be a merry one,

NOTE AND COMMENT.
Garrulity of Age.

\'orv often the older a man becomes the
better he ltkes to hear himself talk, and
the less meat there is in what he says —
Portland Telegram.

Sometimes the same Is true with old
newspapers—the Oregonian as a conspicus
ous instance,

Ax to Road Taxes,

The people who pay the money for road
purposes should at least have something
to say as to how and where their money
should be spent.—Auburn Argus.

Yet, with a singular want of consist-
ency, the Argus proceeds to argue that
the people of Seattle who pay nine-tenths
of the partienlar road tax in question,
should have nothing to say as to where
théir money shouid be saent,

,\'re Not Christmas Presents,

If Seattle gets ull that is promised her
by the newspapers she will have to hang
up a stocking for Christmas as long as
the totem pole.—Aberdeen Bulletin,

None of Seattle's good things were picl-
ed off Christmas téees. They came as the
result of work and "hustle.”’
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religions. nature and following the ex-
ample of the purest life the world has
known.  And all the time there pressed
upon life - and upon the same selfishly
wooking soul the old query, If & man love
not his brother whom he has seen, how
can he love God whom he has not geen?

The central thought of the Christianity
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