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Seattle’s Opportunity.
‘Probably no moré momentous propost-
uh has been placed before the people of
lﬁﬂh for their ponsldnratlon than tha‘t
whieh fs contained in the complete stata-
thent with feférence to the bullding here
ot one of thd United States battleships
which the Post-Intefiigencer s authorized
10 s to the pubfle this morning. The
matter is ¢ o ve and the call upon
the mmma ondlderation and the pub-
oltizéns is so imminent
- to glve It first place
| ﬁ,shtll have been de-

e

Fhe sitnation is explalued fully In our
loskl columng. It v assured beyond any
question that the contract for one of thé
sheathed battleships will be awarded to
the Moran company of this elty #f their
B can be #6 medified as to bring it
within the limit of cost fized. That sum
18 $3.000,000; and the original bld of the
M#ran company for bullding one ship

' was $H5,800 In excess of that
amount; or, it the contract for two ships
wete awarded, the bld for each was $237,900
over the limit. This Is Jess than the bid
of sither the Bath Iren Works or the vard
at Newport News,

& havy depirtment desires to avoid
the delay Incldeiil t6 ‘Féuilvertising’ for
ﬁll and to make contracts with the
présent bidders if possible. | The Morans
with 8 #ectire the contract. As the medss
ut!\. of what they feel that they can do
‘;_11 and In jJustice to themselves to win
i, they ard ready to sccept the contract
for oné ahp at the fgute previously
named In cake they had the building of
twd. That is, they reduce their bid in
the amount of $114,000. There 18 g provi-
slon of the law which seems clearly to
difect the allowance of a 4 per cent, dif-

ntlal In faver of Pacific coast bulld-
ery, to cover extra expense arising from
hﬂ!wr rited of wages and transportation
jof material. This allowance would reduce
difterence between the bid and the
Hmit allowed by law to $I00000 In round
numbers. On this narrow margin depends
the guestion whether one of the batile-
ships is to be constructed In Seattle or
not,

The Moman company fesls that It has
dotis all that tt can or ought to do It
cannot, A% a4 business proposition, make
the further reduction required to assure
the contract. @Within & few days at most
A direct answer will have to be glven to
the Aeparttment whelier & contraet on
thege terms will dr will not be entered
intd. Reallzing the tremendous Impor-
tance of the issue to the clty and s
business Interéats, the company give the
facts publicity, In order that our peopls
may be informed of thelr opportunity and
of 'the neceasity of speedy action if # i
not to lapse. (Can this difference of 100000
be made good, in arder to bring this great
entetprise here®

It 18 & strictly business proposition that
Is contained In the suggestion that the
people of Seattis agree (o ;v‘wkr up tha
balanes. The bilding of & battleship here

would be of incaleuiable advantage to the |

eity and Al 113 bBusiness Interests 1t

moans the immediate extension 67 the
shipbuilding plant of the Moran compan
1o ene of the first
Siaten, and 1te permanént dentiflontion
with the city on the one hand and with
thin kind of work on the other It places
Seattle at onve a good second » San
Francisco in this respe and will atty

hither other aad alllad Interests and make

this for all time the center of ship n

stroviion on the North Pacifi
{ Means an enormous and nstant ad
fustry It means the ex

penditure here of mitlons of dollars within

1 next three years It means the addi-
» thé payroll of eur dustiries « At

Wt B permanent employes, &t an A

CIRge Wage, anting In all farms ar 'a

$ & mont At lea S e a

nyon w be paid wage f mor
An 32,000 000 hip {

e A this m YW w expended here

An 4 maintenance sever sand
peonle added to our population It wild
prafits

Lrate id expand the local market

Will Inorease the demand for all commodi-

!lh'se contracts at

tiew, tretuding lorat produets: The ftem of
conl and coke alone Wwill be a large one.

The advantages are so palpable.and so
great that the whole community has hung
with interest upon the progress of letting
Washington. Now,
with the possibflity thWat the chance may
be lost, the plan ha¥ been advanced by
some of onr people of mﬂnﬁoing to
the Moran eompany the $100,000 additional
which it must geale its bid In order to
{ win. Tf the people will give their pledges
to that amount, payable only at ths date
of launching, abont two years after the
date of contract, we are authorized to say
that the Moran company would feel itself
sufficiently protected to take the contract
on the terme insteted upon by the depart-
ment, Whether the psople of Seattle feol
that this is for their business interest,
whether they are willing and anxious to
deize this great opporfunity. s a ques-
tion for them to answer. But their reply,
to avail, rdust bHhe made without delay.

The Chamber of Commerce will take the
inftiative at once. A special meéeting has
been called for 11 o'cléck thig morning,
And thére should be a full attendance.
Large as= the sum j=, sur people are so
enthusiastic and their ardent local pride
and liberality have been so well approved
that success {s wholly probable. In any
event, It iz rlght that they sghould have
the opportunity to centideér the proposi-
tion, and it f¢ wise that they should act
npon it Instantly. The eanvassing of opin-
fon and the canvassing for pledged shéuld
be well advanced today. This s one of
the magnificent openings that have come
to Seattle, and seldom has she alowed
one to pask tnimproved. The Post-Intelli-
gencer séts the plan hefora theé people
b with its eordial approval, and asks that ft
be made the sole business of the day from
this moment until we have getermMed
whether or not one of tBe mightiest bat-
tleships of the world shall be huilt in Se-
attle,

British eritica laughed a good deal over
our army beef seandal, and they should
not be offended if some people on this
side of the wuter take some satisfaction
out of the Colville Inquiry.

B -

The Bilunders in South Africa.

Ma). Gen. Sir Henry Colville, who has
been invited to resign’ from the British
army on account of the blunders which he
made while In Sauth Africa, has declined
to ebey the request of the war office, and
has demanded a court-martial,
he does not propose to be the Scapegoat
of the army. The principal feature of the
defense which he s apparently sbout to
make i« that he was not alone fn his blun-
ders, but that there were otherd, What-
éver merit there may be In the other
heads of his defense, and whether or not
this particular fact will tend in any meas-
ure te exculpate him, it certainly must
be admitted that he s right i this part
of hi= gtatement. Therd were plenty of
vlinders committed by the British gen-
eralg In South Africa, and there wera
many of them which were far more dis-
astrous than the single one for which It
i contemplated to punish Gen. Colville,
I fact, when it comes to a question of
blunderd, they commenced long before the
actaal outbreak of hostilities, and the war
department itself wad in measiure respon-.
sible for the worst of them.

He says

If there is to bhe full Inquiry into the
conduet of the war In South Africa, as
willi probably be the case soon or late,
posaibly a8 the outeome of the court-mar-
tial which @en. Colville has demanded,
that inquiry might start off with the at-
tempt to find eut who was responsible for
the selection of Ladysmith as the depot
for & vast amount of stores, and as the
strateglc point for the British defence of
Nata! from the Hoer invasion which was
certain to follow the outbreak of hostlil-
ties All military oritics of the war agree
that Ladysmith was a good bass for of-
fensive operations, but an extremely bad
one for defensive he frontiers of the
Free State and the Transvaal, as pointed
out hy Spencer Witkinson, in a recent ar-
ficle in the Monthly Review, form three
sides of an equilateral triangle, of which

the third side sorresponds to the irse
of the upper Tugela tiver The natural
polnt of juncture aof two armies advan

ing, the one from the Free State and the

yviher from the Transvaal, was at lady-

ancerns in the United

amith The retention of Ladysmith as a
defensive point by the British was a strat
egle blunder, 1| ause It was exposed to
an enveloping sttack ' he 2 of its
ammunicaiions 4 ! vesiment ad
o wilch. ax &b { have been foreseen
e wed 1
|
Py S ke W
’ wWaAs n resp } mele 4
! Laadyamithk s A d B L ( .
1) t! a Naial d & Rrea Tog
Y Ary stor X ing at that pia
w b whie to r thase
| at - 1 " | 4 Fugela
wa 1 ] ween des ng
™ ¥ 1 4 ng LY A Strong
- ] X < 1
nit A véry great soid might bave |
tak e A .
« A guood splr i T3
A 1 ha { as White 414, an
A ined
fere was L tial blunder of
ampaign, and bestde it Al the others
Ny stigh Had a strong defensiy
of the Tugela been tak
i w 1 have been f i i
Vide 5 and adva 1 " A
lines e towards Ladysmith, her
wards Kimberiey White A

d the Boers from invading Natal, and

| kept open his line of communication with

1
| phasizes the nevessity for
|

| very sitght reinforcement. Buller could

have operated with his entire force along
the line subsequently followed by Rob-
erts. A" great many of the disastrous
blunders of minor importance were due, to
the initial blunder which antedated the
actual commencement of hostilities. An
*fnquiry which discloses who was responsi-
ble for this is more important than any
other yet suggested.
i e

Prof. Herron, at the Middle-of-the-Road
Populist gathering in St. Louis, =aid that
one reason why Mr, Bryan was not elect-
ed was because he is not a radical man.
Péople generally have thought that Mr.
Bryan was defeated becaunse he was 100
radical. Certainly with each succeeding
year he is leaning towards more extreme
views, and the probabllffies are that four
vears fromn now his ldeas will be of a
character that make him just the man
to take the presidential candidacy of the
Middle-of-the-Road party.

Buying Securities Abroad.

The inquiry has been frequently made
why it is that, with the eénormous trade
balances [n favor of the United States
shown by commercial statisticssthere has
not been a correspondingly heavy import-
ation of gold from abroad in settlement
of those balances. The London Statist,
a financial authority second to none in
the world, in the course of an article on
the vast accumulation of wealth in the
United States, gives a very satisfactory

answer to this inquiry:

“Assuming that the estimate of the bal-
ance of trade in favor of the United
States during the past four years which
is generally accepted I8 approximately
correct, thé United Statex on its exports
realized a profit ‘'of something like 100«
000,000 sterling a year; and there has not
beeni the importation of FEuropean com-
modities which might have been expected,
and which was usual in former periods
of prosperity, If upon the foréign trade
thera has been a profit anything ke
what is usuoally estimated, then the
profits upon the home trade must have
been fmmensely larger. And making al-
lowance for immensge investment in
houges, lands, Industries of all kinds, for
the credtion of trusts, and so on, thére
must #till remain a véry large accumula-
tion. That being &, it was natural to
expect that America should buy back its
own securities from Kurope. And it has
been engaged in dping so for the past
four years. Practioally, German holders
have been obliged to sell during the year
now closing by the pressure in the money
market and the stock markets their
American holdings, because there was a
free market for these, and not for others,
And though there was not -the same
pressure here at home, yet British hold.
ers likewise have been selling persistent-
ly. Nearly the whole of the floating
Buropean stock, then, has been bought
back."”

That is a part of the solution of tha
question, which the Democratie free trade
newspapers that propounded the inquiry,
have ignored. The cocuntry has not only
been paying its debts contracted in pres
vious eras, but it is replacing foreign cap-
ital In the ownershlp of Ameriean stocks.
The good result of the large balance of
trade does not stop with this year. The
American securities held
abroad means that enormous amounts
which have heretofore gone into foreign
hands In Intersast charges upon those se-
curities, or In dividends upon American
stocks, will be In large part retained at
Nome. With each succeeding vear that
the balance of trade remains in our favor,
there will be more and more of this buy-
ing back of American sectirities hereto-
fore held abroad, and more American
money permanently invested in Europe.
Great Britain, through heér wealth Invest-
ed all over the world, paying constant
tribute to the home country, has been
able to prosper despite an adverse bal-
ance of trade,

purchase of

But England’'s accumula-
tions have been going on for generations.
The balance of trade in favor of the
United Btates has brought this country
in a very few years Into ar strong, if not
a stronger, financial position, than Great
Britain That position bids falr to be

still more strengthened in the future, pro- |

|
vided the same policies are pursued as

have bullt up the Industries and the com-
metce of the United States, within the
past few years

The (hreats made against Mr. Cudahy

with a view of

iraw his reward for the apprehension of |
the abductors of his son show to wha
end kidnapers may go In thelr attempt
toa extort money from rich men, and em-

wwiding sever

punishment In such cases 1 desperate |
Mracters are (o ply thelr kidnaping trade
without hindrance, no milllonalre fam
will he safe

The Election of President,

On the second Mondey in January the
i sid and v r der f the U ol
Statez will be elected the manner pr
led . nstitution That s the
| date established by law for the presiden-
tial electors ¢ meet In their respective |
tates and go through the ceremom g ]
rmal o be g 4 president
W 5 2 is t the
¥ was duly soted N 1 AR
8 hing he t
’ { ®tat
i ) < o g oy
. ¢
R 2 xprews ¥ A
s et reing b he

! person than President MeKinley

eed him 1§ ice T he mig it h me

Al « s W ! v t 8 1
N .
i theo onstitution
presidential electors w hosen to
of the highest and most responsible posi-

tions for which provision was mades in

ompelling him to with- |

and, he

shifted from South Africa t«

the organic law. They are presumed, af-
ter due consideration, to select from
among the public men of the country the
person whom they believe to be most pre-
eminently qualified as head of the nation.
This constitutional prerogative s still
vested in them, although, simply by pop-
ular will and by machinery which has
grown up outside of the constitution and
the laws, the actual selection of president
is made in a méthod which the constitu-
tion does not recognize and never contem-
plated.

NMothing save deference to public opin-
fon prevents any presidential elector from
refusing to vote for the candidate of his
national convention, S-pt that in itself I8
Sufficlently &trong to relieve the matter
from even a possibility of a doubt as to
the manneér in which the electoral votes
will be cast. In the most critical election
crisiz which the country has ever witness-
ed, that of 1876, when it required the cra-
ation of a new and extraordinary national
tribunal to determine the result, when
the election of the president turned upon
one vote in the electoral college, thought
was scarcely given to the possibility that
any one of the electors chogen would be
false to the trust imposed upon him by
the members of his ewn political party;
nor did 1t ever appear that in all of the
intrigues and political manenvers of that
exciting perfod, any serious attempt was
made by either party to induce any presi-
dential elector to change his vote.

As the constitutional manner of select-
ing the president has been entirely chang-
ed and as the electoral college simply be-
comes a plece of obsolete machinery for
recording a result arrived at by the popu-
lar vote, does it not seem that it would
be exactly as easy to change the manner
of electing United States senators if there
were any overwhelming popular demand
for such a change? It certainly would be
as easy a matter for a political party to
nominate its candidate for 1'nited States
senator at a state convention as it is for
the same party to nominate its candidate
for president at a natlional convention,
There is no instance on record of a presi-
dential elector refusing to vote for his
party nominee, and there is no reason to
believe that a member of a state legisla-
ture, elected on a ticket which pledged
him to vote for a particular man for
United Btates senator, would be any more
Ikely to violate such a pledge.

In several of the Southern states the
United Btates senators are substantially
chosen by votes in the Democratic pri-
maries. The result of the primaries is
accepted, and the vote of the legislature
is simply a formality. The contests are
fought out entirely before the leglslature
is chosen, and do not in the slightest de~
gree interfere with the work of the legis-
lature, when It finally assembles,

The Democratic party in other patrts of'
the country is on record as favoring the
eiection of senators by popular vote, That
system is In practical effect in some of
the. Southern states already, at least as
much 80 as in the election of any other
officers, There I= nothing in the consti-
tution or the laws to prevent the Demo~
cratic party of any state from nominating
a candidate for United States senator !n
state conventlon; and it certainly should
not nominate a man for the legislature
who would be likely to go back on a sol-
emn pledge to support the party nomlha-
tlon so made. 1If the Democrats really
and truly desire to give the people a di-
rect voice in 4he election of United States
senators, why do they not try this
method?

Mr. Bryan has said labor hag no use
or a cross of gold, but when it comes
to a souvenir pan full of gold nuggets
from the Kiondike it {s probable that a
free sliver candidate for the presidency
will not object to recelving the gift.

They are now attempting to work up
L cornér on beans at Chicago. If it suc-
ceeds, and so soon after the pork corner,
it is likely to ralse consternation in some

of the family circles of Boston

It would seem that when Lord Roberts
sald the war In South Africa was at ar

he personally was concérned

There Is always some one man who is
the talk of the country, and at this time

Mr, Pat Crowe seems

Winston Churchill

as the Richard Harding Davis of England

8 s discourtesy to e stranger within |

.

gates
ifhe ehiel burden of Mr. Bryan's song
in the near future will probably be “"Now
he time subw ¢
R ird Le Gallisnne says he came back
s iniry because he liked 1t This
is a biow for America
It seema that it Is &8 Gamble who wi
b ¢ senatar from Bouth Imkota to
grew
N 12 of r Wine h
] < t differ much frofn
RNy her day
\ Bryan s lear £ ' pe His
experience In pl-making is aiready large
You will nevs have & e pPOT
vy to swear Off for a whele cen ity

scene of hostilitles seems to have

London

It hifs been known all aleng that Gov

Piogree belleved hiisell 0 be a great

erank and file a chance” This is an ex-

" what their old leader has to say.—Chicago

{ that the Eonglish |s
meant that it was only as far as |
| the other two

| desired in language is

to be the honored |

has been referred to |

\ gent of the North German Lloyd |
| Bteamshis ‘ompany is visiting the vari- |
ous ports of Puget sound preliminary to |
i reporl upon the advantages of sach as
wme port of a line of steamers which
this MPRnyY expecis (0 Ooperate n the

| thing beyond or cutside of Elliott bay

man, but it was not gencrally supposed ’
that he thought himwself bigger than a |
regularly constituted court; and it will |

probably be demonstrated that he is not. f

It will take a long while for the notion
that DeWet is captured to soak in.

PN
A man has now about twenty-four hours
before he swears off.

MR. CLEVELAND'S LETTER.
—
There is no sign in sight that the new
Democracy s going to shed fits 'm.\"‘
garments and rehabilitate, by crawling

inta its old clothes, as Mr. Cleveland ad- |

viges —San Francleco Call.

In this there is a stern rebuke to those
“old lNne Democrats” who, at various

times gince the election have publicly |

assumed that they were to be the salva- |

tion of the party and that they must |

unite ag leaders to cut out, root and

branch, every portion of the party which |
did not yield them implicit obedience — |
Omeha News, |

The rank and file will assert iteelf, and |

the present prospects of the party are,
perhaps, as bright as they have ever
been after a defeat. Reorganization, Mr.
Cleveland says, Is not necessary-—and,
above all things, a reorganization by those
who opposed the party and alded In its
defeat.—Baltimore Sun.

Mr. Cleveland's suggestion 1&: “Give the

cellent suggestion. The brigadier gener-
als and major generals have shown their
incapaeity for leadership. Perhaps the
rank and file will lisen respectfully to

Tribune.

He appeals that the rank and file shall
have a chance. They have now and will
continue to have, and he who runs may
read their judgment. 1t differs from the
gelect few who draw their peolitical in-
spiration from Wall street or the council
rooms of trusts and syndicates. What Mr.
Cleveland calls “‘the rallying call of true
Democracy” does not emanate from this
source, and never will.<Pittsburg Post,

AGAIN THE CENTERBOARD.

Yacht of the 014 Type Will Try for
the Cup.

Hartford Timesa,

The most surprising news connected
with the defense of the America's cup
is that a centerboard yacht ig to be
built at Quincy, Mass., to compete for
the honor and responsibility of defending
the cup. Not only is the management
going back to the centerboard type, but
it will build a wooden yacht.

The builder is to be the Hanley Con-
struction Company, which has built many
fast boats, Mr, €. . Hanley, of the
company, is still a stout believer in
centerboard yachts, In an interview
Thursgday he sald that smee the Ameri-
cans began- trying to beat keel boats
with keel boats the competitors have
come to be as allke as two peas. Thise
I3 true enough, but whether the change
to keel ‘congtruction is unfortunate is a
different question. Mr. Hanley evidently |
thinks it i, for W& views the history of
international racing as “‘showing the su-
periority of the centerboard type” e
regards the substitution of the keel hoats
in the great races as due merely to the
absence of any one to push the other,
but here he seems to forget that the abe
sence of supporters of centerboard boats
was not merely accidental. It was the
Judgment founded on much obgervation
which brought in the keel yuachts. It
may have been mistaken, but it was still
Judgment, not whim, that left center-
boards without much backing.

Mr. Hanley's own opinfon is interesting
and 1t is to be hoped that he will have
an opportunity to build the yacht he has
in mind. A wooden, centerboard contest.
ant for the place of defender of the ‘cup
will be a novelty—so fast have changes
come in the ideas of what a winning boat
must he, If he should build hig vacht
and with it beat the two expressly mod-
ern typeg he will do something to revolu«
tionize yacht-bullding again in this coun-
try. It has changed -wdically within a
few years. Mr, Har hopes to see it |
changed back

ONE TONGUE FOR ALL MEN.

Beanties of Langunge Obacured
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Practically Everything Is Reduced
In Price, and You Need Not Buy

Ifit's for your husband, your son, your daughter,
or yourself, it will cost you less during January than &
month of the year, You get the profits and in many

X

Diamonds, Fine Jeawelry, Watches, Slerling

This store is rep'ete With artic’es suftable
fime or any occasion.

Albert Bqnsgn, k-

satisfactory, for. the quality is superios
more exclusive,

]
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Through Diverse Speech.

Chicago American.
Do you suppose that one Ianguage |
will ever develop that shal] comprise all
the beauties and none of the defects of
the Babel colleotion now talked on earth?
That question might interest you, It |
would be too long to discuss here fully.
It seems & pity that human beings
should go on forever talking different
tongues, compelilng the great In one !
language 1o acquaint themselves with |
the other languages or miss the good |
work of other greatness 1
We are Inclined to the bellef that all !
men will use the same tongue some day, |
instead of maying as at present: e
In London {
“To be, or not te be, that 1s the ques- !
!
!
{

tion'

In Paris:

“Etre, ou he pas eire, volla la ques-
tion."”

In Berlin: {

“Bein, oder nicht sein, das st Adle {
frage”™ !

You will notice In the above collection
superior to the
French, and the German far better than

Why? Because the great thing to be
power, and that
the German lAnguage possesses

If you want to make your English
powerful, make It all Englizh 1 ne 8
Hitle outside trash as you can I« im-«
ple, be brief] read Bunysr
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Pacifie Cable Needed.
Chehalis Kxaminer

Lh nd only In importance to an Iast)
mian anal a Paclfie cable
to the formér s concsivable: ogposition
to the lalter s not It is absclutely |
necessary thaet ihe outlying territory of ﬁ
he Hawaillan isiands and of the Philip.

{ pines should be placed in close communi
ation with tb mainiand The eable

should be lald without the

onsent of ar

Hypnotlzed hy Seattle,
Whatcom HReveille

Paclfic Beattie has a¥ usual got the
| hyouotized so he cannot see

any-

Fleeing From Nebraska,
Sumas Sentinel

A car load of lmmigrants from Ne- |
braska 'n Neb passed through this |
place Baturday for New Whatcom. Poor
¢ld Nebraska! It Billy Bryan won't
emigrate, the rest of the population feel

that they must

Tacoma Will Not Heneft.
Tacoma Sun-Demboerat,

The Nicatagua canal may bé a good |

thing for Mobilé, Ala., but to save us we ;

cannot see where Tacoma will get l-n)'l

|
{
|

benefit out of it

818 First Ave.

best service in

the city.
Business Lunch

11 to 4 p. m.
French Dinner,

S50 Cents.

Annex,

75 Cents.
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5 WINTER & HARPIR (0,

503 Second Ave.,
in the Burke Building
Seattle, Wash.

And in thinking about it, don't lose sght
of this fact:

One Thing You Don't N

Order to Get What You [

-
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