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That Absolutely Compelling Morsl
Obligation Agaln.

In discussing Tup New Yorx Frm-
ALD'S remarks on the proposed reser-
watlon submitted by Senator Hrrou-
COCK to Mr. Wrrsox in January last
and turned down by the self-determin-
ing President as cialculated to “ehill
our relationship with the natlors
with which we expect to be assocl-
ated In the great enterprise of maln-
talning the world’s peace,” our uelgh-
bor the Times, we fear, falls to muake
clear to Its own readers the distine-
tlon between the propused reservation

purely Imerp‘retntl\‘n “reservations”
i [80 ealled] offered by Jir. HiTcHOOCK
| last November, to the satisfuctlon of
| Mr, Wirsos but to the derislon of the
right minded and patriotie, “met every
objection sincerely urged by Repub-
Hean erities™? ‘

That statement is as astonlshing as
was the Times's announcement, on the
day after the celebrated White House
conference of August “ast, that the
| result of the Interview hetween the
President and the Committes on Tor-
eign Relations should be to “send the
treaty unchallenged to immediate ratl
fleation" ; that “the Senate may Liesi-
tate, but the country will not have n
slngle instant of doubt, It has glven
its answer already.”

For “may hesitate” vead “didn't
hesitate™; for “has given” read “wiil
give”; and for “already” mread “next
Tuesday."

Ogden L. Mills for Congress.

New York has an opportunity in
this election to bring to its service In
Congress o yoang man of exceptional
abllity. This young mam Is OcbEN
L.~-Miurs, who i# the Mepublican rcan
didate In the Seventeenth distriet for
the House of Representatives, .

Mr. Murs is not golng In for po-

thus summarily refected and an-jlitieal life for personal advantage to
other. The reservation, or rather|himself. He does not need to do this
“interpretative declaration,’ is batias n mmeans of climblog to a position

which the unfortunate spokesmaa for
Executlve autocracy had submitted
to the Senate about two months ear-
Mer. It was the earller project of
trulsm and evasion which Mr. Wi
gox told Senator Hitccock {n Janu-
ary he could accept as It stood.

On the eve of the vote in the Sen-
ate which killed the Wilson Coveriant
and recorded the continued existence
of the United States Constitution
Renator Hitcrcock offered in for-
lorn hope a set of five resolutions
of merely “interpretntive” character.
That which concerned Article X. wa.
this:

*That the advice mentioned in Ar-
tiele X. of the Covenant of the League
which the Council may give to the
member nations as to the employment
of thelr naval or mi'ltary forces is
merely an advico which each memeer
8 free to accept or refoct In accord-
Wnece with the conscience and judg-
ment of its then existing ‘Jovern-
ment, and in the Uni‘ed States thie
advice can only be accepted by the
action of Congress at the time in
belng, Congress alone under the Cwme
stitution of the United States having
the authorfty to declare war. '

Apart from :ts crude perversion of
the meaning, In international law and
in the French of the treaty, of the
word “advice” as employed In Arti-
cle X., the foregoing declaration is
utterly without practical force or real
bearing upon our natiunal ebligations
{f the treaty had been ratifled.

hix personal pride of authorship, could
well have accepted !t “as It steod”

without departing from his obstinate

insistence on the article In guestlon

as the heart of the Covenant, It sug-
gested mot the slightest modifieation

of the “absolutely compelling moral

obligation” under the general treaty
engngement upon Congress to eend
troops to fight for forelgn bhoundaries

in certnin contingencies not peces
sarlly of Interest to Amerlcans,

As most people now understand,
the academic recognition of @Gon-
gress's exclusive authurity to declire
or to refuse to declare war merely,

In Mr. Wirsox's view ond In the view

of his partisan supporters, shifts ths
direct impnet of the shsolutely com- |
pelling morar obligation, superlor tn |

any legnl obligation, from direct Fx-
ecutlve actlon to the Congress ltself.

The obligation Decoties not the less|JUring them by refusing to eat,
The general treaty en-|0mong the clergy of MACSWINEY'S own

compelling.
gagement. becomes mot the less im.
perntive.

But the reservatton which Mr.

Brrcicock enclosed in n letter to Mr.

WitsoN In Janunry lest, and which

Mr. Wirsox declined to nccept beenuse

¢ would ehill relatlons with forlgn
Powers, was the produet of Inter ef
forts In the Rennte to arrive by wa)

of a bipartisan conference committee
at some compromise which might sult |
all parties nnd permit peace to he con-
the earller

cluded. ‘This and net
- Hitehrock proposal, was referred to
by us In =spenking of the subject on

~ Baturday when we sqld:

-

. gary or economic Torce Lo preselvi

the terfltorial or political indepon-
dence of any other country, unless in
w particular case the Congross. in

the exercise of |ts exclusive consti-
tutlonal power to daclare war, should

By act or Joint resoluticn #o declnrs
Tt

AT
Wimson, from the polnt of view of

of recoguition and power. He already
has ns good a position in herdtage In
the matter of wealth, in elueationn’
advantages and in mRInI, professional
and business contacts ys any young
man anywhere In the couutry

By profession he s » lawver, and 4
good one.  He has esceptional foree.
a keen mind, is an effective speaker
and an indelfatigable worker.

Mr. Mirrs has the serious idea “hat,
situnted as be is. he owes his life to
the publle service, and in this convie-
tion be has the vislon of sound eiti-
zenship. Io these days there ure far
tog few men of commanding ability
who are willing to make the sacrifices
entatledd In a  public career which
menns hard work and few rewanls
from the publle, ’

Ogpex Mines IF elected o Cong esd
I# certaln to make a dlstinet Impres-
sion in the Honse of Representatives,

MarSwiney.
Three monthe ngo nobody on this
alde of the Atlantle had hesird of
TemeNcE MacSwinry, Yesterday,

when he died on the seventy-fourth
morning of his hunger strike. he was
known to everyhdy ~ho reads,

As an example of the power of the
Individual to compel nttention the case
of MacRwixey has been surpassed In
recent years only by that of Miss
Caverr. In the nurse’'s case the in-
voluntary sacrifice focussed the gaze
of the Allled natlons upon the shock-
ing fute of one easlly visualized per-
son. MacSwiney drew the eyes of
the whole English speaking world
toward his fight agglust an emplre.
Perhaps he began the hunger strike In
the bellef that the Government would
yield, as it had done In other cases
But undoubtedly the latter part of the
strike was earrled on In  the full
knowledge that the Government would
not vield. The Government stuck to
itse guns, and so 4 the Mayor of
Cork. Falllng to compel the Govern-
ment to liberate him, MacSwiNey stlll
conld keep the centre of the stage for
his eausge, Tt was Inevitable thac he
shonld aronse sympathy., What wns
more curlous was that he aroused, in
same quarters, rage. Persous who did
ot ke bis methol wrote to the news.
| paper ealling him seoundrel as well us
sulelde—ns If he were personally In-
And

relrel there was detmte a8 to whether
1t'was suleide or a pardonable exnm-
ple of the double Infent. Asan Instance
of the importance which the case at-
talned In the sphere of ethics It jeed
only be noted that the Pope lms
deemed 1t necessary to submit the
question of MaicSwixey's martyrdom
or sulelde to the Congregntion of the
| Holy Office.

Assuming  that MacSWINEY  was
Justly Imprisoned, assuming that the
British Government treated him In
Jall with the utmost gentletess, e
|oe;|tlnn as obvious that MacSwixey
tnlied of his original attempt to brenk

“Last Janunry. when Mr Hrron- | his Jaller's determination—atlll It enn

ook was dolng his level best to lnn| e st down that MacSwisey lost

| prevent the slightest wound to tae | hle hght. For to be turned out of

IMt'- unappensable vanity of | prikon 04 4 stubborn hunger striker

. muthorship, that unfortunate Sennor | wonld have boetn small petithen] enpl-

L #uhimitted 10 the Wihie House w form ol qe compared with maftyedom : nand

00 of compromime rusolition on Artitle |y, Sinn Feln (e Lord Mayor is o«
! X, declaring that the United States | gyretyr and o vory consplenons one,

assumed no obligition to employ mili- Whitever Alacfwi=ex's Intention

were of the beglnoing of his hunger

wtrike, It is plain that towari the close | (he Associnted Press,

|

| ning g o Liheral, while ngainst him

gfter the King and the PPremier had |
rofused to Interfere—his nim was to | penrs to he doing everything humanly

[

|u‘ﬂl.
split ethieal halrs, and to Binn Feln

-
-
'
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die for the canse he had come to repre- | possible to insure o falr election

fng four years ngo.
Some kindly !ndividuals will be in-

Starving, MacSwisey fed his

Every voter in the State next Tues-
duy will get a speciul ballot kurwn

blanket bonus proposal applying to all
New Yorkers, not above the grade of
Captain In the army or Senlor Lieu-
tenant in the navy, that were in the
milltary service during the war for
not less than two months,

This bopus measure should be de-
feated becnuse It proposes to use
some seventy to seveniy-five milligns
of dollurs go give a bunus to anybody
that served at any time In any place
under any clreumstances. It shoulld
be defeated because It I8 golng to work
Injustice to the war veterans them-
selves,

Thousands of New Yorkers who
served in the war need more, deserve
more and ought to get more recom-
pense than is proposed in the mens-
ure whieh provides for a “bonus, the
sum of £10 for ench month that suel
person was In active serviee, of nol
exvending a total of $250." PBut such
needy and deserving ones never can
get what they are entitled. to If tens
of milllons are spent by the State to
seatter hroadeast sops among those
that worked in comfortable offices nt
home as well as those that fought
abroad ; among those that made no
saerffices as well as those that made
sacrifices ; among those that suffered
no loss or hardshlp as well gs those
that suffered losg or hurdship,

The question |g not whether the tax-
payers ghall be spared at the expense
of the needy and deserving survivors
of the war., The questlon 18 mnot
whether the State shnll be generons
or niggardly. Om the contrary, the
(uestion 18 shall the public fund be
seattered Indisertminately and waste-
fully by the tens of millons of doliars
when the unavoldable consequences
must he that those who need more,
deserve more and ought to hnve mora
wiil never he able to get It becnuse of
the prodigions sum that would he
wilsdirected and misnsed If Proposi-
tlon Number One were adopted.

Vote aguinst Proposition Number
One and defeat it with the very pur-
pose of having the rellef money spent
only In the right, not the wrong. wny.
and given only to the right, not the
wrong, object.

Present State of the “Moral Con-
sclence of Ameriea.”

Mr. Lowms Sgmorn, an able amil
experienced writer on politieal affairs,
wrote in the World of yesterday that
the politiclans were concerned adout
this question:
of
aroused in

the ‘moral consclence

be  sufficlenly

“Can
Amerlea’
support of the League of Natlons dur-
Ing the next elght days to nullify the
apparent success of the Hepublicen
propaganda which s designed
convince the greater number of vot-
ers that it |s an undesirable thing
for the welfare of the Jnited Statea”™

The “moral conscience of America”
has been thoroughly aroused for »n
good many months, and it shows no
slgn of weariness in well doing. It
has stimulated the overwhelming ma-
Jority of the electors of this country
Into a frame of mind In which on No-
vember 2 at the polls they will re ect
the Demoeratie candidate and the
Wilson Covenant, once and for all
time stamping with their moral and
intellectual and patriotie detestation
this instrument of internationalism
and contraet of unrestrained forelgm
entanglement. «

e

Cuba‘s Approsching Election.

The Cuban antional electlon to bhe
held next Monday is of particular In.
terest beenuse of several unusual fae-
tore, The eampuign bas been con-
ducted without threat of revelution
from any quarter; it «11 be condneted
under the Inws deawn by General
CwowpeR, our Provost Marshal Gen-
eral during the war., who attempted
to devige a code which should pre
vent electlon frauds, which have not
been unknown In Cuba; and election
day falls in a senson of fnancial die-
turbance In the Island which «ud
denly sueceeded nn ern of unprece-
dented prosperity. EHow the electorata
will react to the s~lecumstanced In
which 1t finds iteelf Is 8 maotter of

publicly appealed to thelr supporters
to  behave themselves, 1f oral
suasion can control the turbulent

minded there should be no difficulty

for the pollee and soldiers to tackle,

== SRR

Mr. Edison Leaves the Greatest

Problem Untouched.

If Mr, Epison’s speculntions on life
and death are correctly reported by
the Scientific Amerfcan, a8 we assume
them to be, the theory of the master
electrician and Indefatigable empirie
on these subjects of universal interest
and supreme importance is fairly set
forth In these puragraphs taken from
his interview:

“] belleve that life, like matter, is
indestructible. There has always been
a certaln amount of 1life on this
world, an? there wlll always be the
same amount: You cannot create
lite: vou cannot destroy life; you
eannot multiply life,

“1 believe our bodles are composed
of myriads and myriads of Infinitesi-
mnl entitles, each In ltself o unit of
life, which band together to bulld a
man. . . .

“Perhaps the entities In our hodles
are $#5 per cent. workers and G per
cent. directors. At any rate, it is the
ensemhle of all thess entities which
glves us our physical form, mental
properties, personality, and so on.

“Onee conditions bdecome unsatis-
tactory In the body, either through a
fatal slekness, fatal accldent or 2ld
age, the entities simply depart fr.m
the body and leave 'iitle more than
an empty structurs behind.

“At any rate, there 1s a fixed num-
ber of these entities, and it Is the
game entities that have served over
and over ugain for averything In this
universe of ours, although the warl-
ous combinatféns of entities huve
given us an erroneous Impression - f
new life and still new life for each
generation.

“The entitles live forever. You
cannot destroy them, just the same as
you cannot destroy matter.”

Mr. Episox 18 not dogmutic; he re-
marks in one place that “obviously,
the entire matter is one of eonject-
ure,”” He Is engaged in the coustrue-
tlon of a machine with the aid of
which he hopes to he able to lenrn
something, at least, of the truth of the
problems which * have engaged the
deepest thought of mankind from time
Immemorial.

But assuming that Mr. Emson’s en-
glne of Inguiry lnto life and death
fulfils ite maker's ambition, verifies
hils theory and sustains ks conjectures
concerning thelr habl*s and functions,
It will plainly leave the Inguirer In o
ighly unsatisfactory state of lgno-
rance unless it reveals the source from
which the Immortal entities Mr, Epi-
sox envisnges orlglnally derlved thelr
form and were endowed with their
1ife, and were assigned to the parts
they play.

In short, Mr. Eprsox does not in his
present speculations and proposed -
gniry touch the supreme problem,
which Is, not how the electrons, the
atoms, the molecules, the dust irom
which man’s hody comes and to which
that body Inevitably returns, are ar-
ranged within the temporary housing
of our brief sajhurn nere, but whinee
comes e [tself, and why were ani-
mate belngs endowed therewlth?

General Resn C, Hawking, who was
fatally hurt by a motor car on Sun-
day, was one of those men who did not
measure a life's work by the clock of
years. He was back from the Mexican
war and practising law In this city be-
fore some of our "old men” of the pres-
ent day wereborn. His services In the
clvil swvar as the vommander of Haw-
kins's Zouaves were memorable. His
work as an antiquary and particularly
as a collector of books relating to early
printing added to the stock of knowl-

was done after he had passed three
score and ten. General HAwWRINS'S
death takes away one more useful old
New Yorker.

Gevernor Cox gets ovations in Jersay
Yreaking campalgn record ; probably the
biggesat meeting over held In Newark.
~—The World. 5

If Governdr Cox will consult Colonel
Buyax he will learn how deceitful
Newark enthusinsmn for a Democratic
candidate for President may be.

An Ohio playground superyisor who
apends his spare timé studying astron-
omy thinks that the world ls In for
another glacial slide which will wipe
out Australin. HEven if this happens
it won't be a marker to the landslide
schedpled for November 2 which will
wipe out the Wilson Covenant.

The staunch schooner Esperanto
salled yvesterday for Halifnx, there to
meet the fine Delawanna next. week
for the champlonship of the Atlantic
fishing fleet, She took no practice
crulse and needed no tuning up.
Gloucester fishing boats have n way

eonjecture,

Sinee Josf Mmven Gosmez tried to]
overthrow the Cuban Governmen*® hy |
fores in 1912 there have been numer-
onug changes In Cuban politics. The
leland has made money and the peo.
ple generally have shared It  Sugar
hns made many of Its peaple rich, and
most of them comfortable, The fal!
In sugar prices ended some dreams
ahruptly, but while It necessituted n
moratorinm It has not produced me-
!l =saffering. Now (omer (s run-

I8 Zavas, who sapported Gowmes
1MA peninst MEXOCAL,

in|

Thet polltieal campalgning in Cobn | m— e
l& no Joke 18 shown by the fact that | gabelel on ihe Grest and Solemn Referendum, |
hrtdges over which Gowmez 18 expected heard the Trumpoter divine
tie pass Wve o strange way of belng | Rolllogulze :

Mown ap by dynamlite, aceording to

Preslident Mesocar, however, ap-

Ha

Your Trish enthoustast does not | yye sdrved notlea that disorder will

not be tolerated, that the polls will he

wis of this proposed compromise, [prolmbly even to o great nnmber of | protected  from  framl and violence,
@ enongh In Ite way, hut by nOIanImmHn-- MagRwiney wiil appeat | and that violation of the eleetion nw

of being alwnys tunad up.

President  Witson, according to
newspapers friendly to the Covenant
of the League of Nations, Is “to avold
nll election squabbles.” His experience
i his encounter with Benator Spencer
wans not of a kind to encourage him
to further adventure In similar Nelds.

Genernl BupENNY, having been
waten by the Poles lo the Holshevik
wervies. has switched, and the Twelfth
Foviet Russlan Army's commander has
afared 1,000,000 rubles for his capture,
tend or alive. If he proposes to pay
in paper rubles BupeNyy will be
justified In complaining that even a
turneont I8 worth more than that,

v oopwist Befersndum Day and mina
What differdncs liss!*

“For judgment of the world,” quoth he,
“That verdict last,

Mine own angelle majesty
Ehall blow the blast.

“Put for pronouncement on his deods
One solamn morn,
The President, T notlos, pesds
Blow We own horn !’
. MoLasoetaois Wiisos,

- L]
wlll be punished. The eandldates have

edge. His most considerable writing

ARTICLE X. A CONTRACT.

Its Acceptamce Involves More Than a
Moral Obligntion.

To THe New Yomx Henarp: Volun-
tary pronouncements of President Wil
son supply the proof that Artiole X. of
the League Imposes not merely i moral
obligation but aleo an unmistakable
contractunl obMgation, having the force
and sanctlon of {nternational lnw.

At the start of his Western trip Tast
yoar President Wilson informed the peo-
ple that he would explain the meaning
of the Covenant. Speaking at St. Louls
on September 5, 1019, he expiained Ar-
ticle X. in the followilng words:

Wa are partners with the rest of ihe
world in respeeting the torritorial Intog-
rity and politlonl independunce of the
others. They are ail under solomn bond
themsulves to respect and praserye thowe
things, and #f they don’t preserve them,
it they don't reapect them amd preserve
them, what happens? The Counall of tha
League then advises the xevernl mombers
of the Lengue what it I8 necosknry to do.
Again, at Salt Lake Oity on Septam-

ber 23, 1519, the President sald:

Why,“my fellow oftizons, Artiele X. is
an engagement on the part of the great
fighting nationa of the werld, becaung all
the great flghting oations are golng to%
he members of the Lengue, thot they will
abserve, respect nnd presorve as ngalrat
externnl aggression the tercitorial integ-
Fity and existing polltieal independence of
the other mombars of the League,

This formal obllgation of interns-
tonal contract comes Into belng bmme-
dintely upon acceptance of the treaty.
It nocessarily carvies with it and makes
of equal solemnity the obligation to em-
ploy all effective measures to fulfl "
Artldle VI of our Federal Constitution
Aeclares that all trertles made undor
the authority of the Unlted States shall
be the suprene law of the land, Vattel
an authority on internatlonal jurispru-
denes, spys:

An the cngngements of a treaty Imprss
on the ona band a perfect obligation,
they produce on the other a perfect right.
He whe vinlntes hin treatles violates &t
the same tlme the inw of natlons.
Failure to perform the undertaking ag-

sumed under Article X, would Involva
ErAVe  CONSeqUences. The Supreme
Court of thé United States has' declared
that for the Infraotlon of a Llreaty a
romedy must be sought through recla-
matlong upon the party committing the
breach, No ons will doubt that the
other members of the Leagus, including
the powerful natlons of Europe, would
adopt, and be justified in using, ade-
quate measures to compel this country
ta keep Its promise, or make amends fop
{ts falthlessncss,

Lomea 8§,

New Yorg, October 25.

CARPENTIR

LEAGUE ENTANGLEMENTS.

If Ameriea Got In Would the Cove-
nant Ever Let Her Get Out?

To 'Tue Nrw Yorg Herdup: Secre-
tary (Colby suys nonegof the nationa in
the League can enter Into A new ar-
rangement with us hecause the terms
of the Qovenant make It imposaible for
them to do so, But the Covénant per-
mits withdrawal on two years notiee,
and If each nation has the right to de-
termine for {tself when [ts obligations
havae heen fulfilled, as the President
says, then n new league coild be formed
in two years without in any way In-
fringing any of the terms of the present
Covenant. .

But perhape Secretary Colby belleves,
with the opponents of the Loague, that
the withdrawal clause glves the League,
and not the individunl membevs of It
the right to decide when obllgations
have been fulfilled. TUnder this Inter-
pretation a unanimous vote would be
negessary to allow any natfon to free
Weglf from League entanglements, and
Kkueh a vote-would be almost impogaible
as long ap there was o single country
that henefited by the present antl-
Ameriean Covenant

Bocretary Colby's statements tends to
confirm the idea tho® once we get In we
never would be able to get out. But it
he belloves, an the President does, that
we would be the sole judge when our
obligntions had been fulfilled, thenfhe
must admit that all the nations could
withdraw by glving two years notice
und then enter into a new arrangement
with us.

Tt 1= hetter to wait two years, or ten
yoars |f necessary, in order to get the
right kind of lemgue than to go Intp
the present war breeding  military
allinnes that the Demoerats are anxfous
to fasten on the country for all time.,

Broorny s, October 25, J, CrnLen.

WORK FOR BOTH HANDS.

Authorities Question If Ambidexterity
Is Advisable.

From the Medical Record.

Rognnult asks In La Prosse Médicale
for April 21, 1020, xxvill, 24, If it Ia ad-
visahle that one make himself ambldex-
trous, Plato, Arlstotie and Marcus Au-
valius Lislioved that the left hand 18 de-
feauded of ‘ts birtheight by a certain
negligenen and tha} It I8 a duty to re-
stare ita equa)ity. Franklin once wrote |
a whimsleal “petition of the left hand |
to thoss who superintend the education |
of man” The same view fs held by
many physlologists to-day. |

Neverthelesa thers ls somathing to he |
sald on the other slde. It may be as-
perfed that the work of the laft hand s |
different from that of the right. We |
noed onoe free hand and one to earry Tug- |
ghge or equipment, and bence the right I
is used Tor emergency while the left !ni
continunusly occupled. Emergencles call |
for rapld and skilled actions, sq that the
right hand specializes in these, the left
arm having the greater éndurance, “The
right arm Is the dynamie, the left the
atatie arm."”  The left arm is also a
remerve nrm whan the vight has be-
¢ome oxhausted. I Is very difcult to
trnin the left hand to execute rapid,
complicated and delleate manmuvres, but
it ean somotimes readily reverse the
m te e y for the right hand, |
as In mirror writing. Henee It would
appear that to some extent the educa-
tion of the left hand whould consist not
of copylng, the activities of the right
but of reversing them,

Trus ambidaxterity would seem to Im-
ply ledching the left hand to execute
individual movements entirely  distinet |
from those of the right so that the Indl-
vidual ean perform two radieally differ- |
ent tasks at the same time, Taylor,
the Amaeriean officlency englneer, advo-
oated the coanerative use of the two
I hands In & single tnak along siriet »M-
| eleney Nnes, In that both hands could
be busy at the same moment, and thin
| appears to be the glst of ambidexterity
in practles.

Forewarned, Forearmed. -
From the Dallas Newa,
Our iden of a prudent man I® one wml
never seen a ire witheut think! of
a buss saw, !

An Oeark Attack on Kascally Profiteers.
From the Comiay News,

The man who peddies “booss’ o wo low

0 In the sonle of respectability the: he

| knows rielther law nor righis of propery, t

| wara

| nhend of tima,

MR. WILSON'S LAW FAULTY.
Nature of the Promise Made In Artlele
X. of the Covenant,

To Tue New Yopx Henatn: I un-

derstund that Mr., Wilson Is a lawyer.

Artlele X, of the Coveniant provides:

The members of the Leagus undertake

to respect and preserve s against ex-

ternal aggremsion the territorial Integ-

Hty akd existi bk h 5

of all members of the League.

Benator Knox ansked Mr, Wilson cate-
gorically if this provislon created any
legal obligution to enforce ft. Mr. JVil-
son answered oeategorioally “No, #r.”
He added that it created “an absolutely
ecompelling moral obligation.” :

tU'nder further questioning from Sen-
ator Harding Mr. Wilson reduced this
compelling moral cbligntion to a nullity
by saying that we would be at liberty to
Judge whether there was any obligation
In n given case, which right would ob-
viously extend to all other memhbers of
the League, as Mr. Wilson admitted.
Without undertaking to determine how
an obligation of this description can be
compelling, and without attempting to
ride Mr. Wilson's two horses going In
opposite dlrections, let ug exsfine his
law for a moment.

A legal obligation iy a promise or
agreament to do a thing at all ‘eventa
To the lay mind the language of the
Covenant that *“the members of the
League undertake to preserve the terrl-
torial integrity and politieal indepens
dence of all members of the League" ful-
fila the requirements of the definition,
No condition or contingéney is suggested
in the language. It ¥ a flat undertak-
Ing to do the things mentioned. Why,
then, is there not o legal obligation to do
them?

In contracts or compaets the word
“undertake” has a perfectly wall de-

CUT SOFT COAL COST

Cleveland Gathering Viewed
as Most Tmportant in His-
tory of Industry.

TO ACT ON PALMER PLEA

*Fair Priee’ Schedule and an
End of Abuses Will Be
Strived For.

CLEVELAND, Oct. 25.—Hundreds of bl-
tuminous coal operators from producing
fields reached Cleveland to-night for a
general . meeting  hors  to-mor-ow, At
which & communication from Actorney-
Genernl Palmer urging action toward a
lowering of excesaive prices for soft coal
will ba taken up.

The meoting, which has been called
by Col, D, B, Wentz of Philadelphia
prosident of the Nutlonal Conl Assochd-
tian, Is expected to be ong of thy most
important in the history of the Industry.

Judging from arrivals It is anticipated
thot upward of a thousand of the 7,000
#oft coal producers who have been in-
vited to attend will participate I to.
morrow's meetings, and It s assare)
that the Attorney-General’s communi-
cation will be the basls for a free and
open dlsBussion of the whole soft coal
stuation ns it affects prices

Col. Wents callea the general.mest-
ing at the request of Attornoey-Gienera.
Paulmer so the Attomey-Genera!'s pro-
posal might be put hefore all of the
16pr tative soft coal operators.

fined meaning. Tt to pr A
The definitlon from Anderson's Law
Dictlonary is: "To assume, engage; 1o
nEree, promise, obligate onesclf.” An
undertaking In law f8 slmply a bond,
as an undertaking in attachment, re-
plevin, Injunction and the like. Every
lawyer understands this, An undertak-
ing on appeal 8 an appeal bond. In
law the clause in the Covenant is the
same as If It read “The members of
ths League bind themsalves to,” &o,
How can one be bound and at the same
time not Lhound? And we bind our-
salver 1o do a thing, why Is there not a
legal obligation to do 117

Mr. Wilson's law Is fearfully and
wonderfully made. Where he learned
it oni wounld like to know. While court
deeisions are not needed on s0 obvious n
proposition here are a few taken at
random : I

The words “undertake” and “promise’
are egulvalent words, Enstman va.
Anthony. 88 I §99.

An undertaking ls defined by Bouvier
to be an engagement by one of the par-
tles to a contract to the other. Alex-
ander v&. State. 28 Tex. App. 186,

An undertaking Is a pramise. Thomp-
son va. Blanchard., 3 N, I¥. 3385,

A slmplified bond, without n seal, 18
known a8 an undertaking. Waollenbarg
va, Bykes, 49 0Or. 163

The term “promise” may be a con-
tract, a4 pact, or an agreement. The
word “undertuke™ s u stronger term
and Implles entoring into a stipulation.
Denulson vs, Barney. 49 Colo. 442.

Mr. Wilson's legal opinlon simply
comes to this, that n positlve agree-
ment to do n thing does not put you
under any legal obligation to do i,
which Is about on a par {ith hi¥ rea-
soning on other subjects,

‘ C. G. HorNER.

Grramg, Okla., October 21

WITCH DOCTOR'S REMEDIES.

Superstition In the  British Channel
Islands,

From a letter in the London Times,

The accuracy of this stary, which was
told to me In one of the smaller of the
Channel Islands this summer, Is vouched
for by the physiclans concerned.

A mun wag very perturbed with the
condition of his wife, who was lying
dangerously 1l He consulted a witeh
doctor, who advised him to perform the
following test, which would indicate to
him whether or not his wife would re-
cover. A ofrcls was to ba formed of
mercury polired on the ground. In tha
middle of the circle dragon's blood
(rosin obtalned fromm Dmmonorous
draco) was to be placed and fired. Thae
direction in which the smoke Lravelled
would Indicate whether the lady would
recover. The experiment was under-
taken. and from the directlon in which
the smoke blew death was predicted.
Apparently the experimenter wns not
astute enough to insure the amolie blow-
ing at a recovery angle.

The witch doctor was agaln visited,
and she explained that the patient was
under the influence of the evil oye, To
remove the a&pell the husband was dis
eected to open his front door at mid-
ght, and If anyvbody was discoversd
mtohing the houss that person would
be the culprit, and the spell could only
be removed by drawing his blood, The
witch doctor's directlons were agiln ob-
sorved, and as 11 luck would have it a
harmless but very garrulous litle man,
not remarkable for his Intelligence, wus
discovered paseing. The victim was
invelgled inte the house, where, desplte
his spirited but unavalling protests, his
throat was deliberately eut.  Happlly
the unfortunate man made his escape,
reported the event to the authoritles,
and was saved by the skill of my In-
formunt. The hushand wis sentenced,
1 bellove, to one month's imprisonment.

Untll ecomparatively recont times the
Channel Islanders, and, indeed, moat In-
habitants of the remoter British islands,
natoriously  superstitious. Tm~
proved communicution with the main-
fand and the spread of education have

| largely driven out superstitions which

were long in dying.  HexNry GAUVAIN,

fefectiona of a Kaw Valloy Philosapher,
From the Kansas City Star,
The world never moved so fast hefore,
We have winter loe on the Fourth of Juls,

wpring vegetables on Chr 1 we buy our
straw_hats in Febryary and our feit hats
In August: we get our Hunday paper on

Baturday night, and our magnsines & month
1 we telephone & maa In
#an Prancieeo fromh New York he hears
aur volee about four hours hafore we speak,
and If ser-e ene In Japan rends ua & cabio-
arnm to-murtow we get It tn-day

A Cantlons Critle,

From the Hoone County Headtight.

A Katsas man was recently Zined 10 wnd
glven thirty days In Inil tor mueder. 1t
fooks Nke n lght punishment for su a
erime, but not Aaving been adfuainted sith
the vietim we are of courss not compatont
to Judge.

These Canmipalgn Foads,
Frow the Deiroit Free I'ress,
Sayr Cox 1o Harding:
S ke to know
Just where you're getting
That pile of dough.”

gnyn Harding to Cox:
1'd glve n ot

T have half the douglh
That you think I'vn get,”

To Act as Individunls.

It was explalned to-nlght that wnw
National Conl Assgelation, whose mem-
bersliip embraces 2,500 operantors, with
more than three-fourths of the aggere-
Kate soft coal output, which will thia
year reach nearly 550,000,000 tons, can-
not, because of the nature of its char-
ter; take any action relating to price
fixing., Because of this, Col. Wentz
decided to put the matter before the
genernl body of coal operators, but as

individuals, refresenting the varlous
Uelds.
While it Is not thought that the

operators at to-movrow's meeting will
attempt to flx any maximum price for
soft coal, It 18 understood the ma-
jority of those operators In Clevelund
to-night might support a resolution
favoring “falr and reasonable’” prices
and only a ressonable profit to the
operators,

It was also said that out ofthe meet-
ing may comps a recommefdation for
what & known aa “falr practige com-
mittees’” of operators in the Wifferent
goft conl mining flelds where exeessive
prices have existed, Such committees
have heen organized, in cooperation
with the Attorney-General's office, In
distriets in West Virginia, Alabama,
Rentucky and other plances recently,
These committess are now working to
oliminate all abuses in the bhandling
of coal after it leavea the mines, as
well o to seo that mine prices, wher-g
ever exorbltant, are brought down.

Prices Coming Down.

(Operators here to-night said that with
the recent production of soft coal, now
aggregating  nearly 12,000,000 tons a
week, excesslve pricés wherever tney
have provalled are rapldly coming
down. The same operators say that
throughout the conl shortage emergency
the great bulk of bituminous coal has
becn sold under contract at the mines
wt nominal prices,

Aside fram the matter of high prices,
the operntors will discuss efforts al-
ready under way, backed by the Na-4
tlonal Coal Associatlon, to eliminate
objectionable practices In the re-sale
of coal, bhoth as to ecxpert trade and
movement of coal for domestic uses
The assoclation, it was sald, has been
eoopernting  with the Attorney-Gen-
eral's office for somas weeks to rid the
Induatry of this evil.

Hefore to-morrow's genmeral meeting
of all operatora the National Coal As-
sociation will meet to take n survey
of the soft coal situation throughout

the country.

WATCHFUL WAITING
AGAIN IN MEXICO

Recognition Will Await Abil-
ity to Keep Order.

Epecial Despatch to THE Negw Yomx Hemann,
b erald Bureaun,
w‘:::.l‘ .‘1".“&3.. Oct. u.*

Definite fallure of the misslon: of
Roborto PPesquelra to obtaln recognition
for the new Mexiean CGovernment was
made plnin to-day at the State Depart-
ment, where officjals indicated that rec-
ognition of Mexlco would awalt much
more knowledge of the charatter and
purposes of the new Mexiean Govern-
ment than hins yet been avallable

Department officlals huve been plalniy*
reative under the supmestion that the
misslon of George Creel, which wus fol-
lowed by the recall of Calderon and the
appointment of Pesquelry, has, been offl-
elnlly performed and equally restive be-
cause of the suggestion that the Creel
misslon was for the purposs of overrid-
ing the Btate Department in its dealing
with Mexico,

o State Department IN falling back
upon the declaration of the Democratic
platform eo far as recognition of the
new Mexlean Government ls cohcerned.
This position is interpreted ax meaning
that it Mr, Crooel's influente is sulficlent
to overcome the opposition of the State
Department  in  Its  attitude  toward
Mexico It will have to be sufMelently
strong to ohliterate the declarution of
the Han Franclseo conventlon, which
snld that untll the new Mexican tGovern-
ment shall have given proof of its abllity
permanently to maintain lnw and order,
and meet Its Internationil obligations,
Mexlco must renlize the propriety of a
policy that hsserts the right of the
United Stites to demand full protection
for itm cltizens.

The State Depariment was Infarmed
th-day that M. T. Sevrey, un Americun,
hnd been murdersd In Cananes, Mexico.
The Ameriean Consul at Nogales has
boon Instructed to have the local av-
thoritios there take all possible measures
to apprehend the murderer. The Coneul
pnld presa despatches reported that the
murder was committed by Raymondo
Navurre, n miner who had baen  dis-

OPERATORS MEET T0

| Mrature; moders
For  Bouth

charged by the Cananea Copper Come-
pany, and who encaped, Savrey was &
resident of Blshes, Aria |

U. 5. INTEREST IN PIPE LINE.

Not

Shipping Noard thalrman
Awnre of Fxtent. |

| Wammnoron,  Oct.  2h—Chualrman
| Benson of the Shipping Board suld to.
| night that the board lhad some Interest
| in the proposetd ofl pipe line over the
[“isthmux of Tehuantepec, Maoxlon, but
whit the extent of thal Interest wis Iy
Al not as yel know,

n expart was sent to the Tampleo
1"915 some time ago, Chaleman  Ben-
son xald, to make i survey of all pro-
i-lm-:m thore In an offort to speod up
the turn around of Amuerican vessels In
Moxlean ports, Whether thare lind
ll-nrm! out of that survey m-mm“u..mi
||-nm-¢'mlng the plpe lne, the chalrman |
wild he did not know, adding that he |
woulll tnke steps to get a fall report
Icm the situntlon.

Daily Calendar
THE WEATHER.

For Eastern New York—1'nkettled to-
fday and to-morrow ; probably showers.
Not much change fu temperature; mod-
erate shifting winds.

For New Jemwey—Unsettled to-dny and -

morrow ;  probably  showers; unot  muel
35::1? In tempernture; modernte shifting

1

For Northorn New England—Cloudy to-dsy ;
- morrow showera; not moch ehangs In tems
te north to enst winds,

Plabdtil o m zt‘w AT Clowdy (o«

i to-morrow showers: not mucll changs
in  temperature; modernte  winds, mnll!’
Mrnhel{;‘t to cast.

or Westorn New York—Raln to.day and
tn—mal:.m“' !:omr-:nngneh change in temporature;
m' Tt Ll ;-uuler'l.y winily, 1(2“1"‘

WASHINGTON A ~—Preegure  w

v . . L ‘0
Iuclmne;_ to-day over nearly all mections excipt
ofnrlt- ar- Northwest, amil there were centres
& _:l:u:lm to-night over northwest Minnes
TRy t:ll. ern Miseouri and the west Gulfs
g Within the last twenty-four hones
- :l»l';umvru Inke reglon. the e, mid-
and 1}‘:: “ln&'h:gxﬂ L?“I‘M. Missburl valloys

|l ates.  Falr wenthe

:j‘;{;ﬂ!lm! In the middle Attantic nnd "ml'tI’l
i itle Statos and from the northern plaine
B v;n and the Rocky Mountain reglon wew-
*:r to the Pacifle const. The temperaturs
3 : r.omnlmt higher in the Atiantle Stnten
[o-_._\. while couler wenthep overspread tho
ower Ialu- reglon, the ONlo Valley and the
west CGulf States,  However, ﬂ'ull‘il‘l" were
sl above normal to-nleht In all sectlons
vast of the Mississippl River,

I‘t‘hr outlook s far  unsettled. shnwery
wenther nlimost generally In the Smater onet
of the Missls=ippl ith*er fo-morrow, nnd tn
the :\nnvnlm-hlun reglon and the Atlantie
Ht:u'lms Waodnosday. The tempernture will be
lfl‘mer !m)‘m routhern Indlana southward to
the snst Gulf const to-morrow and tn the Fo-
qLun of the freat lukes, the Ohlo Valley and
como Gooler tn toe TaiMIe ATt kD

P o milddie
Atlantle States by ‘nm"d.;.a\mlc SRE Batw

—

Obsorvations at United Stes W, -
réau etatlons taken at & P, M, ‘.;‘n':‘t::-ir;‘;
weventy-fifih meridian time: 1

Tomperntures Ralnfaly
A"t 24 hirw, Bogo- Inwe 24

ftntlons,  Hieh., Low. mete y .
Abflene. . . . .. i v ‘{J."ié"
Albany.,.... 68 82 andd .. Pt Clay
Atfantle Clty. 68 a2 anno .. P Olde
Baltlmore.... T4 %1 8000 .. Pt Cly
Mluminrek.... #2 54 oanpa . Qlear
Toxton. ... . 74 08 200% - . Clendy
Ruffalo...... FR &4 3004 .. Clowdy
Cincinoatl,.. 72 &0 2000 <18 Mouds
gm:::;:lt-m.._ 308 done Claudy
Cleveland. ... .. ll'l.g ?'.J.M oty

nver :}-: gg.gﬂ o Cloay
o N2 01 Clondy
gg g.ne .14 Raln
Tnckaonyiller. 80 19 anue = S}:::
aneas Clty.. 48 46 2000 o Cloudy
Low Angales.. 84 @0 £008 Clear
Milwaukee,.. 58 44 %84 .. Cloudy
New Orleans 88 70 2084 vo Cllandy
ORlahoma,... '8 44 =001 .. Clear
Philadelphia 4 % 3000 . Cloudy
Pittsbure.... 70 81 2008 .08 Tentn
Portland, Me. 71 PR Coudy
Portland, Ore. 58 f0 200k .. Pr. Clag
Salt Lake Clty 48 84 508 .0 Pt My
Ham Antonlo. . 0 S N LG Clondy

n Diego.,... 76 ol on,ng - Tear
Ban Feaneclsen 7 Mooanos .. Clear
8t Laouls. M 5 208D 04 Cloudy

Eﬂ e oN.44 e Clondy
R G000 «-  Cloudy

LOCAL WEATHER RECORDA,

Rarometer ..., *nﬁﬂ#‘ b l"f!l."mm'

Homidity: ...... e e

Wind—dlrectlon ...... 8. 8w

Wind—velocity .. 7

Wanthar ..o Pt. Dy

Prenipitation .......... +evs None None
Tho temperature (n this of terdny

recorded by the offielal ":fm-’u'a:.mmi-.' i

shown in the annexed tabloe:

B A M...02 1P M...0R arP .
DA MIA 2P MIGE TR Mo

10 A M., 05 TP M...60 SP M...

11 A, M08 4 P M,..an "R M...

- ak | e w1 P M...0p ne.M...

1020, 1810, 1020, 1M1

0 A M....0 9 AP M...00

| R a s F. M....00

1 o o an 12 Mid....64

Highest temperators, 69, at 6 T M.
Lowost temperatu 2 nt 8 A M,
Avernge temperatur, 60,

EVENTS TO-DAY.

A testimoninl dinner will be tendered to
Clty Magistrate Joseph B, Bechwab in tho
Hotel Commodore, ¥ P, M, -

Alexander 10, Noyes, D. H, Dusean and
James Carpon will spenk at o luncheon meet-
Ing of the Amerionn BExporters and Tmportern
Amnoeintion, Whitehn!l Ciub, LP. M.

George H. Ingalls will discuss “'The Prob
lem of Inereasing the Efficlency of Trans.
portation,” st s mesting of the Treaffle Oluly,
Waldorf-Astorta, & P, M,

Nntlonal Associntion of Audubon Socloties,
sixtoenth annual meeting, Amoerlean Museom

of Natural History, Beventy-soventh strooet
and Central Park Went, 10 A, M.

Dir. Wil Duarant will lecture on *“The Social
Byl under the aueploes gf the Bduentinnal
and Culturnl Soclety, Park View Palaee,
110th stroet and Fifth avenue, §:30 . M.

“Hehonl for Women Voters.” conducted by
the Republionn Women's State  Executive

Committes, Vanderbilt Hotel, 8 P. M.
Col. John MceA. Palmer will speak on
“Army Organtzation BUl and  Opportunitivs
for Reserve Officars and Organizations® be
fore the New York Post of Amerioan Mil.
ftary Enginoers, Engineering Socletlon Build
ine, West Thirty-ninth mtreet, this e
ning.

Profi Tnn €. Hannah will lecture on “‘Seif
Detorminntion and Europe To-day’™ nt the

Brooklan Acafdemy of Musle, 4 P. M.
Amorlean Red Cross, meoting, Waldorf
Astoria, 2 P

Insurance Soclety of New York, dinnec,
Hotel Astor, T P. M.
Natlona! Busineks  Show, Grand Centrnl
Palace, 1 P. M. to 11 P. M.

Ameriean  Dintetle  Assoclation, mectings
and exhibit, Hotel MeAlpin, S%lll‘.“
Royal Danilsh Legation, dinnde, aldorf

Antarin, 7 1. M.

Kiwanls Club, luncheon, Hotel MeAlpin
1230 1. M,

Thirty-fourth  Streot  Hoard of  Trade,

Tuncheon, Hotel MeAlpin, 1250 P. M,

PUBLIC LECTURES TO-NIGHT.

MANHATTAN AND JHE BRONX

“Trend of the Timen'' by Pref. Willinm
B Guthrle, Ph. T, at Wadleigh H, 8, 115th
nt nnd Beventh nvonoe,

“Hydrogen and  Hydrogen Tuoroslde
W, . Estatirooke, Btuyvesant TE B,
teenth strect nnd First avenu,

“Through the Bouth Bens.”" by Miss Frances
Dol Mar, P 2. 08, Highty-vlghth street and
Firmt avenne.  Mustrated,

“*Oirntors of the Havery Peried,” by M
Vineant Olleoy, P 8 138, 1824 stroel and
Wadsworth avenue

“Miscellaneous Readiagn with Taseations
from the New Pocte,'’ by Mra, Hurns Gillan,
Amerlean  Moscum o Natural  Mistory,
!:\&N'hty-ur\‘l‘nth stroet  anel Gentral  Park

CEt.

#ie

thon of Gove
. Leawmo, Metropolita

ment,' by Mrs, Mary
Temple, BEivinth ave-

tine poel Foartesnth sireat,
SWhat the Clty Twopariment of Market
Monns 1o Consumers of the Clty,”” hy Mra

Laoulse It Welsmiller, . B,

Findiny and Teller avenue
“Revonstruction Dags In

) Mf

5, 108th stireet,
the Brong

eatice,” by Miss
2L street and

ol avenue, the X Mgt Fated,
“Trish Life and Charnetor,” by Mr, Dwen
MebPhllomy, Bt Anselm’s Hall, 153 stroet,

Tinton avenne, the Hronx.
NNOOKLYN,

“Tremd of the Times,'' hy Miss Jonnie A
Davis, ut DBay Ridge H, 5, Fourth avenu
and Bixty-seventh sirent

iphe Vieltn and Vielin Musiels by Mr,
Augnst Wingebach, iris’ 11 l-t,f—!hmlrnnll
avenye, Halsoy and Macon strefis,

e Book of the Four!' by Prof. 1. G,

Troop, Hrooklyn Tublic  Library,
tiranch, Pacifie satreet and Fourth
)

“The Work of the
Conernl Siaff, A, ;‘;"P
1, Frank, P. 8, Gonover and Waleolt
mirosin,

Phe Ohld as a Natlona]l Asset," by Mrs
Harn W, Lyons, 1. 8174, Dumonl, Alabama
and Witlinmas avenues.  Hiustrated,

Carter
Pacitic
AVente

7 Intelligenee  Section,
L by Majer Colman

SALE FOR CUDBAN SCHOOL,

A rummage sile for the Lonefit of
Highop Hulse's School for Boys in Ma-
tonzas, Cubn, will be held from Novem-
ter 9 to 13 Incluslve at 185 Fakt Rixty-
fourth atreet. It will be under the gus-
plees of the Committee on Cubs and
Haytl of the Women's Auxiliary of the
Mocerw of New York, Articles of any
moft sultable for sale onn be dalivered at
the addrers mentioned after November 2.
Mre. Hall 1% MeCullough e chalrman of
the committor, and assbointed with her
ars Mmes, Froest R Ades, BEdward (.

| Parlst, Charles Sumner Burch, W. Gor-

don Crawford, Allen Wardwall, Norman
Davie, Francls Robbins, Carl Tucker
and David 1. Mackis and Miss Cornelia
Lo Clnrkeo,
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