| FOR BILLION SPENT

Fleet Corporation Without '

YOUCHERS MISSING ‘
i_

Proper Accounts for Half |

of Vast Sum.

AUDIT SHOWS CONDITION

Hopeless Confusion Surrounds |

Data of Expenditures, Says

U. 8. Comptroller. :.'_-_

WASHINGTON, Nov, 20.—Nearly one- ||
half of the totsl disbursements of tha| '
Board Emeor- | |

United ™ States Shipping
Bency Fleet Corporation over a period
of seventeen months, amounting to more
than $2.000,000,000, were unsupported

by proper vouchers, mccording to the |
audit of the corporation’s accounts sub- |
mitted to-day to Secretary Houston by |
the Comptroller of the Treasury in his |

annual report.

The audit was made by direction of |

Congress for the perlod October, 1918,
to February, 1820, and showed that total
disbursements of the Fleet Corporation
were $2,732,915,213, of which exception
to the payment of §1,154,326,243 was

taken by the Comptroller because of the |

Subse- IE

“lack of supporting papers.”
quent produection af supporting papers,
however, the Comptroller sald, resulted

In a credit to the corporation of §70,- |y
625,808, leaving a balance as of Febru- |
ary of $1,118,700,345 disapproved by the |'®

auditors,

The Comptroller
only up to February,
LGlllen, former speclal asslstunt to the
chairmun of the Shipping Board under
Secretary Payne, deciared before the
Congressional select committee on Ship-
ping Board operntions In New York lust
week thint up to March 1 $2,700,000,000
had been submitied for the audit, and
o paymont of §1,500,000,600 had been dis-
approved because the vouchers were not
supported by the nocessary data,

presented figures
but Martin J.

25 Per Cent, Unsupported. |

Comptroller Warwick sald that ‘“at
lenst 20 per cent. of all vouchers re-
celved were unsupported by documents
ar other papers explainjong or jusilfying
the payment.”

“It would appear, he added, "as If
the Emeérgency Fleet Corporution con=-
gidered the approval of the resident or
district auditor as sutficlent authority or
Jugtification for a voucher, especially In
reference to ‘lmprest funds'"

Imprest funds are explained as funds
established by the corporation and set
up in banks adjncent to the plants of
the ship contractors, and expendltures
were made from them under general
orders of the corporation.

Effective October 1, 1918, the Comp-
troller continued, the corporatlon’s ne-
counts were to be renderad In accord-
ance with the regulations promulzated
by the Treasury, But “the audit of the
sccounts to February, 16820, would Indi-
eate that striet adherence therato has not
been made. Little Improvement, It any,

is noted in the February, 1820, account
over the previous period,” |

Confusion in Data,

Despite the floct corporation’s original
dezire to obtain an audit of its agoounts
by the Trowsury, Comptroller Warwick
agwerted  ‘'the  corporntion
found It waell nigh hopeless to bring to- |
gether the scuttered supporting papers |
necessnry to a systematized rendering of
its accounts'

“At least,” he continued, “no accounts
were submitted in response tn the re-
quest of the department until the inter=
change of correspondence on the subject
promised to reach an acute stnge '’ |

The audit was orlginally asked by
Chalrman Hurley, Comptroller Warwick
explained, but was declined Yecause of

the Hmitatlons Imposed on the Treasury
by law until July
direeted the Secretary of the ®Treasury
to make the audi. |

“While there was no reassn to Impute l
other motives for the delay than those |
always afforded by the difeulties of |
bringing order out of conditlons not
hitherto required to be orderly in ne-
cordance with piven atandards'” the
Comptroller contlnued, *the situation
began fto Jook like a disregard of the
law, however excusable. Congequently
1 viewed it nu a duty of my office to
recommend to tha Secretary of the
Trensury that some nction bo taken to1

Differences of Opinion.

exact compliance with the law.™ ‘

Differepners of opinlon arose hl"lﬂ'!'!'l‘l|

the Treasury auditors and the Fleet
Korporation, Comptroller Warwick sald,
over the cocporation’s practice of audit- |
ing meccounts before payment, a method
which wns looked upon with disfavor by
the Treasury.

HApparently the audit befors payment

was salisfactory to the oflicers chnrnd!&

with  the responsibility,” he  stated.
*nder the system employved It would
seem Yhuat evidence In support of dis-
bursements was not required te aceom-
pany vouchers in all cases and, pre-
sumably, such evidenco was left in the
hands of contraclors and other payees,
even if submitted In due form to resident
and travelling auditors, That 1* was so
wubmitted s not ovidence bafore the
Treasury and would mean lttle if shown
conclus.vely,

“A prior knowledge on the part of
coarparilion oflicora,
papers of regord,
renson why an auwdit by the Treansury
after payment shounld follow blindly
an audit by corporation oflicers befors
myment. By [ts action In requiring o

Preasury audit it would seem that the | B

Congrass sought to have the facts,
a8 possible, presented to the Treasury
Departmont and the comploted record of
operations placed In tho flicy of the de-
partment,”

DRY AGENT KILLED IN RAID.

Necelves Fatal Guonshot Wound on
Hunt for Still,

OktAntoMa CITy, Nov, 20—
Franz, Federal prohiBition enfor
officar in this distriet, dled in n spitid
Rere to-dny from a gunshot wound re-
caived while he was ralding an olleged
moonshine =till at the homa of George
Wella In Nobla county Inst night.

County officers and Foderal ofMelils
are sonrching for Wells,
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CUSTOM MADE
T0 YOUR MEASURE

At n saving of at boast 209,
PLUS A WEHLL-MA L (.‘ﬂr'\rrl

rabi, A0 Inch, t '|I1I' ;'I At
iy i, B LIS o
pINI, welvctod siine. . 3900
a5t WRAY, . Lo BID0
l!:‘;‘l'l BEAL; cholos  seleced *
skins, 20 (hed, ool
o ‘\':-n s LR AT e, 5“5
Other Conts from $75 up,
Fapoert Remadeling & Revalrs

LAZAR, Furrier, Est. 1808

133 W. 33rd Strect.
Opp. Gimbels, One Night up.
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Shop Now For Christmas!
Assortments for the holidays are complete, and
Lord & Taylor price revisions insure you the

largest purchasing power for your Christmas
dollars NOW} Telephone Fitzroy 1900. Ask for
Telephone Order Desk.

—— —
S —

38th Street

Telephone Orders Filled—Phone Fitzroy 1900—Ask for Telephone Order Desh

Lord & Tavlor

FIFTH AVENUE 39th Street

The United Hospital Fund of New York

needs $1,500,000 by November 29th to
furnish free hospital care for the sick poor.
Albert H. Wiggin,Treasurcrz_ 57 Broadway.

Announcing the Opening
of the Gift Section of

Holiday Blouses

TI—IF. vogue of the €ostume Blouse and the
Tailored Waist, in many beautiful varia-
tions, provides a wealth of suggestions to the
early Christmas shopper.
Initial Offering of Blouses
For Christmas Gifts

$20.00

Styles that are so new and designs that are
so bewitching that they will delight the for-
tunate woman for whom you buy them.

Crepe Satin
Georgette Crepe
Crepe de Chine
Tuck-in and Overblouse models of the finer
sort, collarless or with collars, three-quarter
sleeves, elaborately beaded or embroidered in
Navy, French Blue, Henna, Brown, Black.

Third Floor.

P R

Fashionable Wraps
For Thanksgiving Week

$85.00

HIS November Sale of won- .78
{ derful values in luxuriant ;
Z and beautiful Wraps is an oppor-

tunity to interest every woman :
planning her Winter wardrobe. 7,
We present exclusive styles, su- 1z
perb fabrics irreproachably tail-

| ored, at the lowest price. pos- (o}
W sible for the quality represented.

~ M e

4 Cashmere Bolivia, Veldyne and Bolivia

are the materials, with lavish collars
in the new cape-effects, a choice of

Australian Opossum, Mole or Nutria

/ Fabrics tested in our laboratory, furs se-
(] lected by our experts, many of the styles
1 4 adapted from our own Paris importations. il

Women's and Mimes’ Sizes. -

For the Thanksgiving Holiday

Silks

At Greatly Reduced Prices
R the last week in November the Silk Depart-
ment has planned a sale of those silks that
women are demanding most today. !
The values offered are unusually attractive,
comb ning the same fine quality Lord & Taylor
always represent, together with the lowest prices
we have been able to quote in many months.
Dress Taffeta Black Satin Sublime

€1 .95 yard $2.25 vard

. s - o Bl Very heavy weight and
 Shion feh, navy: bue | 1k POUTE MR B0

wide.
Colored Dress Satin Washable Satin
$1 .95 yard

$1.98 yard
Street and evening colors: White and Flesh. Ap-
36 inches wide.

propriate for blouses, skirts
and lingerie; 36 inches wide.
Fancy Printed Dress
Silks

White Sports Silks
$2 .95 yard

$5.50 yard
Good selection of new
40 inclies wide, designs; 40 inches wide.

Ground Floor.

"" = . Third Floor,

For the Season o_f Social

Gaieties These Beautiful

Evening Gowns

HANKSGIVING Week, with Society

rushing forward through a full calendar

of dinners, dances and opera nights, brings an

active demand for smart Evening Gowns, and

we are splendidly equipped to meet that de-
mand at particularly moderate prices.

Metal Effects, Chiffon Velvets
Satins, Beaded Nets

For Evening Wear

$85.00 « $225.00

A supegp collection of exclusive néw models
that embody the latest Paris tendencies and
the season’s accepted styles—tunic, moyen-age,
draped or straight-line effects, novel color com-
binations—all the evening shades

Third Floor,

Fine Lingerie
Suitable for Holiday Gifls
UALITY and dainty trimmings are important features of the Lingerie,
taken out of our regular stock and reduced for this sale. Also quantity
purchases have enabled us to mark garments at very low prices.
SER Silk Underwear

R
w Crepe de Chine and Satin
L‘ﬁ“‘; models.

> Night Gowns
Tl $495, $5.95, $6.95 to
‘;,: W, $9 .75 and tax.

Domestic Lingerie
Night Gewns and Envelope

Chemises, attractive models,

$1.50, $1.95, $2.95

Envelope Chemises

$3.95 /P
A $195 $295 $3.95
Philippine Gowns and Envelope Chemises .

Beautifully hand-made and hand-embroidered

$2.45 $2.95 $3.45 $3.95

Also French and Domestic, hand-made Batiste and Silk, odd pieces.

At Greatly Reduced Prices

Real French Glace
Kid Gloves

Are the Smart Woman's Choice

$2.75 pair

THIS exceptionally low price for fine French

gloves offers an excellent opportunity to
buy the most acceptable, sure-to-be appreciated
Christmas gift.

It is the popular two clasp style, featuring
all the smartest colors of the season in shades
of tan, brown and grey, as well as black and
white.

Made with the greatest care and exquisite
finish of detail, they assure smooth fitting com-
fort and style. Paris point embroidery.

A phrase to remember—“Gloves for Christ-
mas.”

Ground Floor

Second Floor,

Our

These Enchaz—;,iing
Handkerchiefs

Were designed by an artist -

HAT is why they are so exquisitely dainty and tasteful
T —so suggestive of the Christmas season and gifts for
the Holidays.

It js an assortment of unusual charm, including many
new and original ideas, a variety of fine French handkerchiefs
and many made of hand-spun fahrics as well as those with
Appenzell and hand-embroidery.

. Moderate Prices Prevail.
For Women For Men
Pastel shades in sheer Initial, sheer quality of
linen, charmingly hand-em="| [inen.
broidered with tiny flowers 85.75 dozen.

and drawn threads.

$1.75, $2.25 and $2.50 ea.
Appenzell and hand-ent-

broidery, also Madeira—all

on sheer linen.

sl .m each

Tape borders, plain hem-
stitching, and Madeira em-
broidery on fing linen.

75¢ each

with
hem-

Flemstitched linen
the much desired
stitched edge.

$5.75 dozen
$8.50 dozen
$10.00 dozen

French novelties  in
charming colored effects.

$1.25, $1.50 cach

Also sheer linen
hand-drawn threads.

$3.00 and $3.95 cach,

Colored novelties of pure
linen, also white embroid-
cred corners on plain hem-
stitching.

3b¢, 50¢, 75¢ each

with

Embroidery orders for Christmas placed now will
receive our prompt attention and assure early delivery.

Ground Flod®.

Entire Collection of Rugs Fro

m the

—

Orient

Prices Lower Than They Have Been For Years

T”E most interesting message we have given from the Rug Department
since pre-war days. Oriental rug lovers have refrained from buying,

owing to the “during-the-war” prices Now they will revel in having
such a splendid collection from which to choose—and prices that look more
like those of several years ago. \

You will find all sizes, apd the lovely reds and browns of Turkish and
Persian rugs, as well as the mellow eolds and midnight blues of Chinese rugs.
All are displayed so that you may wander through the department at leisure,
fecling of their quality and seeing the beauty of the color harmonies.

Small Size Persian Rugs

Mosouls Irans Dozars Kerma_nshahs
and Shirvans and Mosouls and Lilihans ;qur:gx;mat:-!y I
approximately approximately 4 to § feet wide and 4x0 feet

34420 feet ;_‘[-; x-‘\_:f}lflccl. 6 mjf;’_,- feet long, - $135.00 and

$79.50 $95.00 $150 and $195 $165.00

Small Royal Bokharas _ Sarouks
$115.00, $135.00, $150.00 Approximately 4x614 feet,
g SRR $195.00 and $225.00

Room Size Persian Rugs
WIRhE.. . ST 10.4X7.0. . canesneesss DL | Saroukec. vees. JOIXT 3ereevas co s iss BUED
MAREL . T LTOURE B it v v dves v BB | Mahe) s on - XTAXBIEL e coasvansn $395
Mahalic:covenss (i s e - - (O T e 322818 i e $425
Talls. ... .. BOTOR ks s wananins $395 | Mahale.ooens 0 7907, TR $395
Kermanshah......0.9x7.0.. . convanen. $395 | Mahal....... SEEBAD e s nvniny S425
Hamadati.....0.8%7. . .... Srwes e $375 | Royal Bokhara. . 11.9X7.3.ccceveanasess $550

Small Size Chinese Rugs

1}ix2}4 feet 2x3 feet 2x4 feet 214x4 Y4 feet 7x§ feet
$15.00 $27.50 $35.00 $47.50 £60.00
Room Size Chinese Rugs

UG IO U v en St daiim v s s e 2 NS DUIRLIEPRTEy ThE, . i inetas s savesdaves s s 8325
OO DOELS oo Bl A S u e PN, BERG IOEL i s R e b N e $350
TOXB FOEL. savaa s Feswiasasiinvessvin RO | TR0 TEEL -+ s2 s s Eransnassidsanisisness $395
10x8 feet......... R ey $225 | 12x9 feet,...... oy vikdndidvie s O
e I e S SR T - L O S PR LI $425
9Xg fOBtcinssssansssaasse oI T SBID | 18210 foet.  .oivosioisvsovinivese 8625
Biox8 feebii. caannriiveness SRR PR | 5. OHEOB O v v s s suiin i e $650

Fifth Floor,

All Kinde of Stockings
For Misses and Children

Materially Reduced in Price

OR the young girl or Junior Miss there are stockings of

excellent quality and style, made the same way and

with as much care as women's with nar-
rower it_';:s.

stockings, but

Misses’ Stockings

Silk with lisle hemmed All-silk, of {ine lustrous
top. Black, white, bronze,|texture. Black, white, brown,
$1.95 pair. | sky blue, pink, $3.25 pair.

Boys' and Girls' Stockings

Ribbed silk ol ®blendid Wool golf hose in an at-
quality. Durable and good| tractive variety of stylesand
looking. Black, white, pink,
cordovan and blue.

Sizes 614 to glg, $1.25 to
$2.00 a pair, according to|designs.
size. | pair.

colors, with lancy turn-over
tops ol bright shades and

righ
$1.85 to $2.75 a

Boys' and Girls’ School Stockings
3 pairs for 95¢

An unusually good value. Medium and heavy weights,

For Infants and Wee Tots

Silk and wool "T""ki“ﬂ""-l Ribbed pure silk stocks
{ine and soft for the babies—|ings in white, pink and blue.
white only. $1.00 to $1.25 pair.

Sizes 4 to 614, 95¢ pair. Striped socks of white

English wool with stripes of

English wool, three quar-{blue or pink or with faney

ter length socks in white or | tops.

brown. | Sizes 5 to 8}, $1.18 to
Sizes 6 to 10. $1.45 to|$1.35 a pair, according to

$1.95, according to size. size, :

Ground Floor,




