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BAL BOND INQURY
* CALLED DIVERSION
- INCRINE EPDEMIC

~ Attempt to Shift Publie In-|
dignation From Police
Failures.

| TWO MEN PROMINENT

{ Majority of Cases in 1920
Handled by Offices Near
Criminal Courts.

 BIG COMPANIES CHARY|

) el
Corporations Have Long l)o-;
sired to Drop *Unsavory’
Branch of Business.

There i8 much of an unsavary flavor
which may be revealed by District At- |
torney Swann's “John Doe” inguiry |
fnto bail bonding methods, provided
that investigation be conducted in a
thorough, painstaking and lmpartial
spirit.

Among officers of the large surety
: and bonding companies there Is a dis-
3 position to suggest that the inquiry,
bi which Is to begin to-morrow afternoon
in the Criminal Courts Bullding with
Magistrate George W. Simpson pre-
slding, is not o much a sincere effort
to betier conditions which in spots

have been tainted with scandal as it
e is an attempt to divert public Indigna-
, tion from the fullure of the city ad-
ministration aml of the District Attor-

ney's organization to protect the publie |

against the extroordinary epidemic of

crimes of violence, That thought was |

bluntly expressed by one officer of a')

big bonding corporation who sald: !

*They are dragging the usual red ber- r
. ring across the trall,”

The John Doe inquiry, Lf it delve deep
enough, probably will revea! the fact
that one of the bonding company agents
to whom Mr. Swann referred s “‘certain
persons who operate In this Dbuilding

.' under a broker's lHeense™ 18 a “ball hond
angel” who has served a term in prison
and who at the present moment rests )
: - under an Indictment charging him with
; a heinous crime against A young woman
l'_ who visited his office close by the Crim-
-

inal Courts Bullding for the purpose of
arranging a beil bond for her brother. |
It will not be diffienlt to ellelt evidence |

,' that this particular agent has repre- |
: sonted In turn at least two of the large
= surety and bonding companies and that |
3 he still holds his Insurance broker's li-
cense lssued by the State Department of
Insurance in Albany, aithough he no|
longer enjors & power of attorney msued
on behalf of the company to which 1:-5!
now turns over most of his business. |

Customs of the Business.

It has been customary for the bond- |
@b o ing and surety companles soligiting this
' % gort of eriminal business to give to thelr
: Criminal Courts Building agents a
: power of attorner, thus enabling them
to afford prompt rellef 1o arrested or in- |
dicted persons in emergency.

In the case of another of these “bhall
bond angels.” who have become almost
ns farmiliar a feature in the nelghbor-

hood of the courts and the Tombs as I8

. the Bridge of Sighs that spuns Franklin |
Z strest, hix power of attorney was re-

M called and revoked last October, his |
' company, which Is one of the oldest and [
. most respected engaged in bonding, hav. |

ing taken the positlon that it would ac-
cept no moro of what Its president culled
“this unsavory business.” The ngent In
question may still be found in the vicin-

af Centre and Pranklin streets, but
hi# activities, an ofMecer of his company
ansured a New Yorx HERALD reporter,
are confined now, and have been for twe
months or more, to the closing out of old
business incldent to Judgments entered |
in econnection with forfeited bondz and |
slmilar holdover matter,

Under the iaw aurety and bonding
compuiies are permitted to charge 3 por
eant. premium on hall bonds Turnished
L That i# to say, a bond of $5.000 would
Soost 5100, Rumors have bheen rife for
yoars about the Criminal Courts Build-
inga that certain of the “ball bond an-
geln,* who followed the trail of the un-
fortunate newly made priscner with the
energy and tirclessnons of an old time
“ambulance chaser,” earned huge sums
i as the reward of thelr enterprise,
1 Doubtless they often recelved extra
hanises from atlorneys, friends or rela-
tives of their beneficlaries, especially If
their merdiful oMoes ware axercised dur-
ing the night or at times and places in=
volving some personal inennvenience te
3 the “angel” himself,

Among the bonding companies, how-
ayer, some paid to their criminal courta
agent & salary, plus a commission. The

. Iatter commonly amounted to one-guar-

ter of the amount of the premium
. gharged by the company for the bond.

In one case, where the agent le highly
competent and of unsmirched personal
character, his company has paid him, In
addition to commissions, a salary of
more than $3,000 a year.

Many Withdrawals Consldered,

Judge Swann's “John Doe” inquiry

may alsn uncover the fact that long

r Mayor Hylan's lotter was written
- calling attention to the incldental evils
. of this system several of the big surety
4 and bonding companins had about come
to the conclusion that the game was not

- worth the candla, For the sake of the
) oomparatively Insignifioant propostion
' of thelr gross revenuss which this more
or loss ynsavory branch of the businoes
usually vielded, it was bardly worth
while to expose the good name and cradit
of thelr corporations to constantly re-
, surring smireh, suspiclion, [pmuendo und
] socusation. ‘That s what more than
; one high official of large surety or bomnd-
.

. ing companies told a reporter for Tun
v Niw Yorx Henaro

It cortaln of these surety company
. officers be called as witnessen In the
eoming Ingquiry Distriot Attorney Swann |
may eolicit the fact that as long ago s
Iast February n committes compossd of
yepresantatives of four or five of the
worporntions doing the Inrgest ball bond
Dusiness in thin city called upon Georgo
A. Bavells, the Assietant Tristrict Attor-

in chinrge Mr. Swann's ball hond
bureay, and conferred with him. In that
wonference, according to members of the
committes attonding |t represe
of at least one ar two of the companies

sonoarnod  soggested tha  propric of
thelr withdrawa! entirely fiom this flald
of business. They cume away, they my
with the distinct improssibn that  the

t Attorney's office would deplore
any such withdrawal on the ground that
if tha blg bondlng companies stopped
fewting bail bonds in oriminal casos the
i would be filled to suffocation with
men and that a return to the old

professional bond would

| who since last
| der

. concerning the best method of ita with-

| In question afterward went ahead on Its

{af the higher courts and only after cure-

| some necused

| and that he gave to the bonding com-

| nes= s really

| bonds In holdup or robbery cases

|begin to ache, it

yvesult In greater seandal than evar has
attended present methods

Mr. Lavelle's Recollectlon.,

When Mr, Lavelle was askod concern-
g that statement, he sald he recalled
the February conference with the coms-
mittes, but that he had no recolleotion
of having expressed any preference, one
way or the other, concerning thelr re-
tiring from the ball bond business. His
recollection of the conference, he sald,
was that It had tw do chisfly, If not ex-
clustvely, with the objectionable record
and personality: of the agent already re-
ferred to, who had been a conviet and
Fobrunry has come un-
indletmoent for » crime of violence
agalnst m  Womils That particular
agent, Mr. 1 w8 wot now for
more thin I hundi
that has gons Te's) |
olfice, L eriminnl
1rts, Lhough h be doing
bukinezs In the magisirates” courts,

The president of one surety and hond-
Ing company move recently and \\'1I:I|Iu|
the jgst few mopths w In correspons-
denve with a high officlal of the Dis-
trict Altorney's organisation, Inviting a|
conference looking to the discontinuance
of hig corporution’s actlvitles In unsav-
ory criminal cases and seeking advice

s

drawal, without causing confusion and
Inconvenience in the courts. Nothlng
cume of this, however, and the company

own Initlatlve and withdrew It former
ageut’s power of attorney, Instructing
him to take no maore ball bonds in un-
savory cases or cases of second of-
fonee. .

Epeaking of the activities of these
surety company agents in the magis-!
trates’ courts, as distinguished from ths
Bpecinl und General Sessions Courts, lo-
cated in the Criminal Courtz Bullding,
Chief Magistrate McAdoo sald:

“The gppearance of the surcty compa-
nies In criminal bond buslness is dis.
tinotly a modern development. The
surety company Is represented by an
agent who specinlizes in eriminal cases,
It is & fact that In these courts before
the ink !s dry on the papers In cases of
piekpockets, burglars, loft robbers, gun-
men, gamblers, a surety company agent
or & cash bondsman is at once In court.
I have often expressed wonder that they
find #o readlly In advance the Informa-
tlon which enables them to be present
g0 promptly."”

Suggested Remedial Mensures.

As remedinl mensurea Mr, MeoAdoo
suggzestod that ery apent should be
lleensed by the Mayor or by the juiges

fu! inquiry into his personal eharacter;|
that such Meenues be revoeable at the|
will of the lleensing authority, and that
it be made a misdemeanor for any hond- |
ing or =urety company or its agent to]
Yy any bopuses or commigsions to
Iawyers or others for bringing ball cases
to them.

Commenting upon Mayor Hylan's let-
ter which prompted the “John Doe™ in-
quiry, » high officer of one of the larg-
eat surety and bonding companles said
that while In the past hi=s corporation
had executed some ball bonds, the busl-
ness always had been repugnant to the
management of the company, Its man-
agement belleved that men charged with
crime, especlally In cases alleging a
second offence, should be handled in a
different manner, since it Is the consti-
tutional right of every man to give ball

“For a long time.” sald the officlal,
“thls company has looked upon the busi-
ness with grave disfavor and [t has In-
dicated to the officlals that the present
system Is wholly inadequate to meet
prevalllng conditlons. T have heard the
atptement mnde that several Years ago
man was balled out by
some other company—not this company—

pany as sacurity some of the property

that had been ®tolen. I do not know
the name of the company.
*“l am Informed that the amount of

premiums Involved in this clase of busi-
very Insignificant. The|
surety companies would prefer not l-Ji
wrlte [t, but frequently Inwysrs of !'\!ghl

| standing who are cllents of the suraty

companies make recommendations .--||-I|
in some cases that are nol known ul
maloderous cages the bonds are exe-|
euted."” |
Herring Across the Trall

The president of another corporation |

| prominest in the loeal bail bond f,olrl,'

dictated the following: |

“It is my understanding that the
surety companies rarely, It ever, furnish
In
such cases | think the bond Is almost
always furnished by personal bondsmen.
At all events, It g the purpose of this
eompuny te abstaln entirely from any
ponnection with cases of thut character. |
It looks to me as though the Mayer, |
having falled signally to protect citizens
against the present wave of vielent|
erime, is trying to drag & herring across |
the trail to divert somes part of publje
Indignatica upon the heads of the bond-
ing eompanice

“It ecectuinly Is not our practios, and
1 think it I= not the practice of other
compnnies, 10 accept jewelry as security
for ball bond purposes. Buch security
would not bo acceptabls, aven If it were
not feared that it had been stolen, Nor
do the companies noeopt as securily any
property that they may have the alight-
ent renson to think may have been
gtolen, Apart from any ethionl consid-
eration, thay could do so only at the
gravest peril of having to surrender the
stolen property to its rightfal owner,
thus standing the loss themselves, and
that would be very poor business. The
companies |ssuing ball bonds usually are
gecured ugninst loss oither by meana of
cash or ita equivalent. such as Libsrty
Bonde. bank deposits, put up by friends
or relatives, or elas by Indomnity agree-
ments executed by persons belleved to
be rellable and responsible |

Abnaes Are Inseparable. |

“Becauss-of some abuses that seem
to be almost inseparable from the busi-
noekes, notwithstanding owy constant ef-
forts to énd them, we have frequently
contemplated quitting It altogether, and
not long ago wo oconferred with the
Distriet Attorney's office am to the ad-
visabllity of such a step. That confaer-
ence was held at the Instance of all the
security companies writing bail bonds in
Now York county, As a result of It and

COLDS

Always Read!!!

There is always something new
in this column—maybe just a|
suggestion that will save or pro- |
long your life |

To get the best results take
“Seventy-seven” at the first
feeling of a Cold.

If you wait till yvour bones
may take

longer,
pw— Doctor’s Book on the treat-
ment of "Every living thing'— |
mailed free. |
ST for wale at all Drug aod Countey Storen

TR g, Medine Go. 0 ||

In view of the fact that we were led to
belleve from that confersnee that our
retirement from the business would be
regretted by the Distriet Attorney’s of-
les, we decided to contlnue to furnish

{ ball bends and to conduct business In &

way that could not be criticised by any-
body,

“Our bail bond business conslsts of so
trifling an amount of our total busl-
ness—not much more than one-quarter
of one per cent.—that we should not
lesitate to abandon It. For the year
just ending It will have yvielded us about
§75,000 revenue, while our total reve-
nues will aggregate cloge to §30,000,-
A,

Before Judge Swann announced the
coming |nvestigation he had recelved a
detadled report on the subject from Mr.
Lavelle, ehief of the bail bomd bureau
of his office, Mr. Lavelle In hils report
said, In part:

“1 bug to suy that alter
perience as the head of the Burewu of
Ball and Forfelied Necognizances I have

come to the conclusion that the profes- |
nr= |

=<lonnl eriminal Invariably males
rungements in advance for the procure-

ment of the ball for the commission of |
the crime (tself, the matter of bail belng |
to his mind quite as important an item |

a3 the commisslon of the crime and the
dlsposition of the proceeds thereof,
“Aside from the companies duly au-
thorized to write bail bonds the number
of professional bondsmen in New York
county has been reduced to a minimum.
This,l attribute in great part to the se-
vere test to which they are subjected as
to their qualifications, so far as this of-
fice ia concerned, before accepting them

‘and the rapldity with which judgments

are entered aganinst themn when any of
their bonds are forfelted.”

List of Unfit Hondsmen.

My, Lavells then referved to the fact
that in each of the maglstrates’ courts
thera I *“the DMstrict Attorney’s list
of unfit bondsmen,” bearing the names
and addresses of such bondsmen, The
clerks in thess courts are required to
certify that the surpty named s not on
this Ist.

Mr. Lavelle also declared that all
bonds are thoroughly Investiguted, ex-
cepting thosa supplied by the surety com-
panies, which operate under certificates
from the State Superintendent of Insure
ance. This precludes investigution by
the District Attorney. He further sald
that the surety companies before execut-
ing a ball bond exact from the per-
son or persons acting in & prisoner's be-
half an agreement of indemuity. Of this
he gaid: "1 understand that such agree-

my long ex- |

|-

*i

]

:
’:

ments contaln & confession of judmnent |

which Is executed by the Indemaifier.”
This Indemnity consista usually of real
extale, stocks, honds or bank books
Mr. Lavelle appended an  Hemizged
record of all bonds written in 1820, It

shows a& majority of them were written |

By two agents whose offices are within
the shadow of the Criminal Courts Bulld-
mng.

Continuing, M. Lavelle sald: "It not
Infrequently happens that while a crlm-
fnal is out on buil he commits a second
offence and is arralgned befors o mag-
istrate who has no knowledge of the
criminal record of such defendant or of
the fact that at the time he is on bail,
and for that reason would not be war-
ranted In making ball so high as to
practically secure his detention In cus-
tody until he could be put to trial

“If 1T may be permitted to make a sug-
gostion, I belleve thut when a person is
arresied and arraigned before a city
miigistrate charged with serious crime
the arresting officer should be required

to procurs with the least possible delay |
and present to such magietrate the previ- |

ous criminal record of such defendant.

The magistrute would then be in a posl- |

tion to know what would e a suitable
amount of bail to exact.”

LET POSLAM
START NOW T0
CLEAR YOUR SKIN

Would you be entirely rid of uiat distress-
Ing skin trouble™ Would you drive away
those pimples? Do you desire a clear, falr
gkin free from asgravating eruptions?

Poslam, then, s for you, It awalts your
hardest tasdk, the most stubborn and diffloult
ronditlon of diseasad shin you have to over-
come, Tt I qualified and ready. Its makers
can pul no more of p otlon In 1t o make
it more valuable to you, Ho let it serve you;
utilize Its splendid healing help.

Fold everywh . For froe sample write
to Emergency soratories, 243 Weast 47th
£t., Now York Clty.

Poslam Sonp. medicated

with Poslam,

| shoitld be usod If the skin ls tender and et |

withve. —dAdr,

GIRLS! GIRLS!

Clear Your Skin
dave Your Hair

WITH CUTICURA

Make these fragrant super-
creamy emollients your
every-day toilet prepara-
tions and have a clear
sweet healthy skin and
complexion, good hair and
soft white hands, with
little trouble and trifling
expense, Absolutely noth-
ing better, purer, sweeter
at any price.

o~ Cuticura Toilet Trio-®a

Consisting of Cuticura Soap te cleanse and
purify, Cuticura Ointmeat to soothe and
noften, and Cuticura Talcum to powder and
perfume, promote and maintain skin purity,
skin comfort and gl * 1 health often when all
else weemn to fail, I'.‘uz“mﬁcmh.
Sample each free by mail, resn: Cutienrs

e et e
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Presents a 1921 Edition That Is Altogether NEW

UITE as new as the New Year is this famous A. & S.

Merchandising event.

NEW IN ITS MERCHANDISE—Generously gathered
quantities of fresh Undermuslins and Undersilks of every de-
seription; charming in their styles, fine in their materials, their
making and their trimmings as any woman can wish for. The

it up.”

purchases FOR CASH have made low prices still lower.
the details speak for themselves:

Sale starts absolutely fresh—with no old stocks to “clutter

NEW IN ITS PRICES—It has been years since cotton
and silk have been at such low price-levels as they are to-day;
and this Sale has taken full advantage of this fact.

Our large
Let

. White Batiste, trimmed front and back. . .
White Batiste, hand embroidered in pastel colors. .
White Batiste, trimmed with lace. .. ..

Nightgowns—Illustrated

" White Batiste, with embroidered medallion and lace edging. ..

Nightgowns at 94c.—Illustrated

$1.76 J. White Batiste, trimmed with cotton Cluny and pink Batiste bands. . Mc
$1.26 K. White Batiste, with embroiderad medallion and pink Batiste bands. %4c
RS T S L. White Bstlste. trimmed with lace and embroidery. ... ... ... ... . . 9%c
CLLr R M. Flesh Batiste, with assorted figures and hemstitching in contrasting color.  94¢

NIGHTGOWNS

64c.—Flesh or white Batiste, trimmed with colored
stitching or lace edging.

94c. —Samples from one of our manufacturers; many
styles in tailored or trimmed models.

$1.26—Extra-size model, embroidery trimmed.

$1.46—Regular and extra sizes; regular sizes in plain
or figured Cotton Crepe. Extra sizes in white Nain-
sook, embroidery trimmed.

$1.94—Extra-size Gowns, lace and embroidery
trimmed.

$1.88-Philippine Gowns, hand-made, hand-scalloped.
Some with embroidered design.

$3.68—Crepe de Chine Gowns, in flesh color.

Other Cotton Gowns.. 64c. to $2.94

Other Silk Gowns,. $3.98 to $10.98

PETTICOATS

94c.—Double-panel Cambric models with scalloped
edge; also Cambric top with lace-trimmed flounce.
Also samples from one of our best manufacturers.

76c., 9c. and $1.26-—Extra-size Short Petticoats, lace
and embroidery trimmed.

Other Long Cotton Petticoats.

Other Short Cotton Petticonts. .

WOMEN'S
HANDKERCHIEFS

19¢.—Printed Linen Handkerchiefs in colors; white
embroidered Linen, and Mull with colored embroid-

eries.
$1.25-Half-dozen white all-Linen Handkerchiefs with
narrow hemstitched hems.

$1.39—Haulf-dozen colored embroidered Handkerchiefs.
A, & 8.—8treet floor, Centesl

KIMONOS

$1.98—Dotted Swiss and Dotted Voile, in two models,
One ulation Kimono model with bands of satin
ribbon in blue or pink. The other with shirred back
and front to give Empire effect; trimmed at neck and

gleeves with Filet lace. Sizes 36 to 44,
A. & S—Menzanine, Central.

84c. to $5.98
hhe, 1o $1.46

ENVELOPE CHEMISES

6dc.—White Batiste with lace shoulder straps, lace and
embroidery trimmed.

94c.—Regular and exira sizes. Regular size models
in white Nainsook lace and embroidery trimmed; sam-
ples in dozens of attractive styles; extra-size models
of white trimmed with embroidery.

$1.46-—Extra sizes in several styles; strap or built-up
shoulders.

$1.78—Crepe de Chine models, plain or luce-trimn‘llod‘
ace

Also extra-size models in  white Batiste,
trimmed,
Other Cotton Chemises.. . 0d4c. to $2.48

.......... I ... $L.78 to $5.98

Other Silk Chemises.. ..

CORSET COVERS

56c.—White Cambric models, lace and .embroidery
trimmed.

Other models. i e .56c. to $1.46

Silk Camisoles.. . .......clceueeciaias 94c. to $3.98

DRAWERS

S6¢c. Cambric Drawers with embroidery ruffles, several
models.,

84¢c,—Extra-size Drawers with embroidery ruffle.

Other Drawers 56c., to $1.9%4

CORSETS

$3.98, $4.98 and $6.98—Lily of France Corsets in finest
samples of high-class discontinued styles. Variety of
models to suit all figures.

$1.49—Warner Rustproof Corsets in a great variety
of models. All very much higher-priced corsets in regular

BLOOMERS

76c.—Cotton Crepe Bloomers, plain or figured, in pink
or white,

$1.78—Crepe de Chine Bloomers in flesh color.

Other Silk Bloomers. $1.78 to $4.98

BLOUSES

98c.—White Batiste and Lawn models. Several styles
in semi-tailored or lace-trimmed models. Sizes 34 to 42,

$1.29—Sample Blouses of Voile or Batiste in sizes from
36 to 44; some models in sizes 52 and 54. Many in-
dividual styles.

$1.89 —French Voile, in 6 models: Filet and Irish picot
strings. Roll collars, Peter Pan, frill models and

regulation blouse.

$1.98 —Batiste, in 2 models. One
with finely tucked front and back.
graceful roll collar, ruffle-trimmed.

CHILDREN'S WEAR

79¢.—Dresses of blue, rose or tan Chambray; staight-
line, loose model with inverted pleats back and front.
Sizes 2 to 6 years.

high-neck model
The other has

$2.25--Bloomer Dresses in several styles, made of colored
Ginghams and Chambrays. 2 to 6 years,

$2.95 —-Ten styles in Dresses of Organdy, Voile, Dotted
Swiss, fancy cross-bar Lawn or Japanese Crepe. Hand-
embroidered, lace-trimmed, smocked, ete. Not all
colors in all styles, Sizes 2 to 6.

95¢.—Rompers of Crinkle-Seersucker in pink. or blue
stripes. Plain and peg top styles. 1 to 6 years.

$1.95—Poplin Rompers, in pink, blue or white; hand-
smocked. Sizes 1 to 3 years.

$1.75—Billy Burkes of Nainsook in a variety of attrac-
tive styles, tailored and trimmed models. Sizes 4
to 16 years.

$1.49—Princess Slips in 4 styles, made of soft Nainsook
lace and embroidery-trimmed. Sizes 8 to 16 years.

49¢.—Cambric Drawers in the Knicker styles with blind
embroidery edge. Sizes 2 to 12 years,

$1.48-Teddy Bear Combination. Sizes 2 to 12,
A. & B—B8oocond foor, Mast,

A Sale of Whittall Wilton 9x12 Ft. Rugs

Three Widely Known Grades at Extraordinarily Low Prices

OU save nearly 20 per cent. on the present-day prices of
Whittall Wilton Rugs, thanks to this unusual sale.

The Rugs are all perfect in every way.

new, having just come to us from the mill. The patterns are

all desirable—copies of Persian rugs in small and medium-

size effects and a few medallions.

Whittall’s Anglo Persian Rugs

They are all and ecru.

Sa]e
vaile
manufacture.

Whittall’s Royal Worcester Rugs

rice,

e p
up to Octob

48 Distinct Designs
~—the latter including blue, rose, tan, brown, ivory, pink, red

All Desired Colorings

To illustrate the remarkable values, we quote, besides the
reseqlt-da_v price, and the price which pre-

er 1st of this year, on rugs of the same

Whittall's Teprac Wilton Rugs

Price up to Rtﬂlllﬂ" Price up to Regular ‘ Price up (o RegWila
October 18t l 24 00 Priea Today | October 1:1 $ 104 00 Price Today ! October 1af $89 00 Price Today
$1956.00 o £1560.00 1 $145.00 ° $125.00 | £121.00 ° $110.00 y
i A. & BoThird tisor, Bast,
" "
. >
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