
'GEORGIA MAGNET'
DEFIES THE GIANTS

Little Woman Makes All Effortsof Five Men to Lift
Her Vain.

GIVES CREDIT TO PRAYER

Dr. Carlcton Simon, However,
Says It Ts a Purely PhysicalPerformance.

More years ago than any woman cares

to recall there was a little girl down In
Georgia who did things that made the
laws of physics look foolish. When It
o pleased her, no man or lyimber of men
could lift her, try as hard as they
pleased. They summoned' a colored personwho had been known to pluck a mule
out of Georgia mud solely by strength
of arms and legs, but when the black
giant struggled to raise the little girl
he simply took root and he quit the Job
with some remarks about witchcraft.

Years later Sandow, whose very name
came to be a synonym for muscular
strength, matched his great bi..k against
the singular Inertia of this little girl,
now grown to womanhood, but he might
as well have tiled to lift a carload of
bricks. Ho tried It twice, once In Londonand once hers, about twenty years
ago. Other strong men essayed the apparentlyridiculously simple feat of raisinga few Inches from the floor a slim ,

Utile woman weighing scarcely moro
than 120 pounds, but she might have
weighed 12,000 pounds for all their
gasping efforts availed.

In the Kast ballroom of the Hotel
Asto- yesterday afternoon Annie Abbott,
the "Georgia Magnet." demonstrated beforea gioup of physicians and newspapermen that she had lost nothing of
the stiange power or knack.call it what
one pleases.that first made her famous
tn Atlanta move than r generation ago:
'hat resisted the straining strength of
Sandow and of Plaehette. the Frencn
strong man, and that gained her celebrityon the vaudeville stage In the days
when men thought toothpick shoes were

smart and women wore leg-o'-mutton
sleeves. Whatever the secret of the
"Georgia Magnet" may be, her success

In defying laws of gravitation and of
physics, or perhaps her knack of using
these very laws to defeat strong men.

has not been weakened by time. She
resisted the best efforts of five men of
nverage strength to raise her from the
noor.

Power Preserved by Prayer.
Cards announcing that "Miss Annie

Abbott requests the p'easuro of your
presence at a demonstration of her controlof natural laws, her power of weight
resistance and of her unexplained
ability to Increase or diminish the force
of gravitation," attracted a small companyof the curious to the Astor in the
middle of the afternoon. These in-,
eluded newspaper reporters, a few physi-
cians who had read interestedly about
little Johnny Coulon's amazing exhibitionsin Paris and others obviously connectedwith the business side of vaudeville.They surveyed a small, pluipp
woman of rather indeterminate age, very
affable and pleasant mannered and of no

more muscular power, so far as one

could Judge, than any other small, plump
woman.

Miss Abbott was adorned for the occasion,wearing a Nile green evening
frock, cut low and entirely exposing one

rounded shoulder; stockings and rutin
slippers to match, and a small hat and
lifted veil of a blue almost electric. She
made the round of the company with a

little bow and special smile, as one does
seeking friends, and then retired to one

side while her manager or representative
took the centre of the turkey red rug
which served as stage and told all

' about her since she was a child l.i
Georgia mystifying the natives. That is,
he told all that he and the "Georgia
Magnet" profess to know, which Is that
she enjoys u mysterious power of weight
resistance and of nullifying gravity, a

power, she Is persuaded, that is preservedby prayer. He compared her
achievements to those of Coulon, the
bantamweight champion, insisting that
Coulon seemed to defy would-be lifters
by touching a nerve centre or an ar

-- ,1. (. On- lltan trtr-U.

He asked nil present to note that the
"Georgia Magnet" attempted nothing of
the sort, never doing more than laying
the tips'of her fingers upon an opposing
shoulder or arm.

Five Failed to Lift Her.

Miss Abbott waved the tall man to
the sidelines and lifted a light, straight
hacked cfiair. Holding It easily in front
of her, shoulder high, merely by pressingthe tips of her fingers against the
frame of the chair hack, she Invited any
man to drag the chair downward with
a straight, steady pull. Two men tried
It vainly, pulling downward as hard as

they could. Then she lifted an ordinarybilliard cue, holding It horizontallyand straight In front of her at the
level of her shoulders, and asking two
men to grip it and force It, In a straight
line and without Jerking, to the right.
They did their best, but the cue, so

lightly held by the "Georgia Magnet,''
was not moved even part of an Inch.
The third and most Interesting exhibitionwas the "lifting test" which Miss

Abbott used In vaudeville for many
years and which, It was surmised yesterday,she seeks to reintroduce Into the
varieties Standing easily, bent a little
forward, forearms pointing forward
horizontally at her waist level, she defledany msn or any number of men
up to Ave to raise her from the rug.
The Invitation was promptly accepted,
first by one, who failed ; then by two.
ttrhn trnf nnwhftm then hv fhroh wlui
eo./tjn't ii good ; then by four, and
Anally by Ave. Three of these were at
her bark, nil with the palm* of their
hands lifting up against some part of
her rigid, horltontally pointed forearm.
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' . i , vhlle one stood at each side, also 11ftngagainst wrist or forearm. At a

vord previously agreed upon, a simple
'Go!" th* Ave, obviously doing their
>est to coordinate their strength and
smoothly cooperate their efforts, essayed
:o lift her straight up from the floor.
Three minutes previously they had lifted
i man weighing 170 pounds us easily as

>ne picks up a baby. But when It came
:o getting the "Georgia Magnet" off the
loor there was simply nothing doing.
Closely watching the performance, It
was observable that Miss Abbott's body
'rem ankles up gave and literally
itretehed to the power put out through
en arms and concentrated upward
'gain;* her elbows, forearms and wrists.
But there was no give whatever to

inkles or feet. The feet seemfcd solidly
rixed to the rug.rooted For two or

hreo minutes the Ave men, who weighed
iltogether at least 750 pounds and who
were obviously and demonstrably ca-

?able of raising at least 300 pound*
ivlthout special effort, strained and got
ed In the (ace nnd gasped without movngthe "Georgia Magnet" the one-hunIredthpart of an inch from the turkey
-ed rug.

Dr. Simon Explains It.

The fourth and final demonstration
ivas Miss Abbott's success in resisting
the pushing power of six men who tried
to flatten her against a wall as she
jtood a foot nnd a half from It with
merely her finger tips touching the
plaster. They pushed, hands upon each
other's shoulders, straight forward, but
they could not break the easy pose of the
"Georgia Magnet."
Among the spectators was I)r. CarletonSimon of 116 East Fifty-fifth street,

wiio said he had made something of a

study of such phenomena.
"It really Isn't phenomena at all."

said Dr. Simon. "There Is, of course,

nothing mysterious of metaphysical
about It. It Is simply physical.an applicationby Miss Abbott of well known
principles of physics. In all of these
nxperlments or demonstrations .he
forces men tp lift or push against each
other, thereby neutralizing or nullifying
their strength. She makes them powerlessby making them try to lift or to

push themselves.
"If you bend your arm toward the

top of your head in a half circle and
lightly but firmly touch the top of your
head with the tip of your finger I can't
possibly tear your finger away from
contact with your head. Why? Becauseyou have established a circle
which, when I resist it. makes me pull
nr !n«t nv self, resist myself. It's like
a man trying to lift himself by his
oun oootsir. ps. This principle she applieswhether one or five men are liftingop pushing. We don't realize It, but
we are not only trying to lift Miss Abbottbut ourselves as well.
"Now, I'm not criticising or condemning,"the doctor added "However she

does it. it's mighty interesting and worth
seeing."
Which fcmed perfectly true to the

reporter.

BILL SEEKSREPEAL
OF NEW CIVIL CODE

Lawyers in Legislature Do Not
Want to Learn Their Professiona Second Time.

Special Despatch to Tins New York Herald.
New York Herald lliireini, 1

Albany, Jan. 33, '

Lawyer® in the Legislature are backinga move to repeal the new civil practicecode, enacted last year, and which
is due to go into effect April 15, 1921.
The repeal bill already has been introducedby Assemblyman Edmund B.
Jenks of Broome county.
Opponents of the new statute declare

that it took forty years and cost immensesums to litigants to get the presentcode straightened out. and that if a
new one is adopted they will all have to
study the law over again. Bar associationsall over the State, they say. have
adopted resolutions against the proposed
r.ew code.
The new civil practice law was preparedby the Joint Legislative Committeeon Simplification of Civil Practice,

headed by J. Henry Walters of Syracuse,
formerly majority leader of the Senate.
The committee gave five years to the
work and last summer at a convention
held here adopted the civil practice rules
under the new law.

ltosideb the legislative committee the
convention was composed of thirteen SupremeCourt Justices, nine of the most
prominent lawyers of the State and Attorney-GeneralCharles D. Newton. Su-
nreme Court Justice Alfred R. Page of
Now York wns chairman.
Nearly every one of the provisions of

the present civil practice act has been
ruled on and Interpreted by the Court of
Appeals, opponents of the new code say.
In fact, a large number of the cases
that go up to the highest State court
have been on civil practice questions, and
litigants have had to pay the cost. It
Is held that if the present code is retainedsuch cases would continually becomefewer, as the Court of Appeals rulingsdetermined questions once and for
all. Under a new code, it Is argued, the
process would have to be gone over
again, and tho cost to the people who
go Into the courts In this State would
run into fhc millions.

"It cost me $10 a section to learn the
present civil practice act." said one lawyerIn the Assembly, "and now that I
have Just about mastered It they are
springing a new code on me."
If the repeal bill Is not passed It Is

certain that the date for making the
new civil practice act effective will be
put off from April until September, becauseof several amendments made after
it was enacted last year.

RETI RES AFTER Sit YEARS.
The Chemical National Rank announcedSaturday that Francis Ilnlpln,

vice-president, will retire from active
connection with the bank July 1 after
fifty-two years of continuous service
with that Institution. Mr. Ilalpln beganas a messenger. He will continue
to have a desk at the bank.
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PRINCETON TO LIMIT"
STUDENTS TO 2,000 |

Makes Departure in Policy 1

From Virtually All of Lead- 11

ing" Universities.
11

Princeton University has definitely ile- 1

elded to make a departure In policy that <

will result In a differentiation from a

virtually all other leading unlversit'es; t

and colleges In the country. The general f c

trend at Harvard, Yale. Columbia, Cor- a

nell and other universities is a numerl- 1
sal expansion ot the Btudent body.
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Unwilling to enter on a large building
irogramrae and perhups alter the charicterof ita "life," Princeton, however,
a to reatrict the number of Its atudeats
;o 2,000. Ita present undergraduate enrolmentla 1,816. Dr. John Grler Hlb>en,president of the university, anlouncedyeaterday the appointment of
i committee of the faculty to devise a
>lan for restricting enrolment "that
nay ^»e fair to all applicants and se:urefor us the most desirable body of
ttudents."
"We have always believed In the

rreatest possible amount of direct conactbetween teacher and student ana
ikewlae in concentrating the life of the
inlverstty on the campus," Dr. Hlbben
aid. "We do not feel we can maintain
he university's traditional policy and
pur present educational methods If we ,
mow ourselves to De arawn into u pui- (

cy of indefinite expansion. 1
"Though there are other factors en-
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tering into the situation, at the present
time the deciding consideration must besoundeducational policy. Financial difficulties,though they are serious, with
our present deficit of $212,000, might
be overcome. In restricting our numbers
It would seem that for the present we
are also confining ourselves to sound
financial policy.

"The laboratories, the gymnasium and
the library would be crowded beyond
their capacity and beyond the possibilitiesof doing effective work if the
undergraduate enrolment were allowed
to exceed the 2.000 limit. This would
necessitate a large building programme,
upon which the university is now unwillingto enter, and seriously alter the
character of Princeton's life."
The question of limiting the number

jf students at Princeton has been under
consideration by the university authorisesand alumni representatives for a
long time. As present there is urgent
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need tor two or three more dormitories
owing to the fact that many of the
lower clansmen are compelled to get
quarters off the campus. This is regrettedfor several reasons, among
which is the Increased expense in-
curred.

In the dormitories there is room for
1,275 students. It is probable that this
year one or two dormitories will be
erectea but even with these it Is doubt-
ful whether all of the students will be
able to get housed on the campus.

Another feature of the Princeton
policy, which has not been formally announced,but Is definitely fixed, is that
not more than 200 students will be receivedat the graduate college. This
institution is tilled already. Dean West
of the college believes that the best
course is not to expand numerically, but
in quality. One of his alms is to have
the graduate college become the princlpalfeeder for the university faculty.
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