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F ew Drop From Sight Nowadays Without Leaving Trace

Missing Persons Bureau Finds Most of Those Who Disappear and .

Identifies the Vast Majority of Dead --- Fewer Runaway Girls
in 1920 Than in 1919---Statistics From One Hundred Cities
: Indicaté a Large Increase in Suicides .

ATTERS were brisk in 1920 both at
M the port of missing men, whenee
news sometimes comes out, and at

whith nebody
of the bureau

the suburb of _suicide, from
issues forth. The statistics
missing persons at Police Headgquarters
=how that the figures for 1014, which were
12,500, Jumped a Httle more than 100 in the
vear just closéd. This increase is easily ac-
counted for by the additional population ac-
rued to the city in the twelvemonth.

Captelohn H. Ayers, who I8 in charge of
the bureau of missing persons, = justly
proud of the result of its work in discover-
ing their whereabouts and in identifications
of the unknown dead as it Is shown by the
averages for the two years. Inm 1919 the per-
centuge was 9599, showing that nearly
everyvbody who disappeared and almost every
unidentified corpse was traced. Im 1820 the
burean did not do guite so well, the average
for that year being 98.4%,

ol

No Case Is Given Up
Until Last Doubt Is Settled

Capt. Ayers's assistants, men and women,
number thirty-five, inclusive of the clerical
force, and the bureau Is sulfering from lack
of help, like most bureaus these days,

Heavy reports of missing persons come in
dailly and cases lap over from day to day
and from month to month; wes, and from
year to year, for, sald the Captain: “We
never give up a ease until it is finally dis-
posed of by the discovery of the miissing
person, alive or dead. And all our cases are
considered alive untll we know beyond dis-
pute that they are dead and buried.

“This branch of the police duty is cone
cretely humane. We haye to be, and we
strive to be, patient, som#times under pretty
difficult conditions., Often we are misunders
stood and faults of omission and commis-

sion attributed to us of which we are guilt-
less. But we seek always to keep in mind
that we are dealing with grief-stricken per-
sons in the relatives who are seeking their
lost ones, und they are not normal. I fm-
press on the members of my staff that they
ean accomplish more by sympathy for the
relatives than by permitting themselves to
grow used, and thereby callous, to suffering.
“It 15 a misfortune to be robbed of money
or a valuable jewel, bul what comparison
o such material losses bear to the loss of
n son by a mother or a husband by a wife,
and when these are unaccounted for ‘miss-
ings' the agonies of uncertainty far surpass
those caused by the death of dear ones,

Runaway Boys and Girls Often
: Think Themselves a Burden

“The question is often put to the persons
who have disappeared and been hunted
down why they subjected thelr familles to
such grief and Invariably they reply, if
they answer at all, that they didn't appre-
vlate how much these relatives eared. Boys,
cupecially, who are given to running away,
seem to think they wére rather an encum-
wanee on thelr mothera and fathers and
that the latter would be glad to be ril of
them. If people wers more ready to give
cxpresslon to thelr genuine affection there
would be fewer missing persons.

“T was talking on this subject before one
of our bumane socicties recently and thoe
question was asked in regard to runaway
girle and my answer was the same. | Parents
too often show thelr captious and not their
loving side to these young persons amd the
chfldren get to think nobody In the family
cares muck ahout them.

“There were 00 runnwuy
nge of twenty une In 1919 and 200 less In
199, T account for this by the gradopal
disappearance from our sireets of the khaki
uniform. . That has a powerfol effect on
many Young women., Tn 1819 pur ecity was
stil] full of soldiers who had been demobil-
lzed but gtill wore the uniform, and many of

girls under the

the young girls took It intor their heads to
fellow to their homes the young soldiers
they had fallen In love with. T think the

number of zirl runaways ls likely to de-
crease still further in the present yvear.

Persons reported missing at Pollee Head-
quartera arc subdivided as follows:

1. Those who are temporarily missing :
that {8 who have temporarily dropped
away from thelr usual haunts and
friends. In mpny casea these persons
wonld probably return of thelr* own ac-
cord after a pertod.

2. Persons who have been missing for
a perlod of three or four yeurs. These
are called In the burean language “In-
vestigations."

2. Persone who have died fram accl-
dent on the strests, drowned in the
rivers, disd from natural enunses in lodg-
ing houses or elsewhere, all of whom
have left no mark of identifleation,

. ulong on

Joreign  country,

“A singulur instance of ‘the last group,”
=uid Capt. Ayvers, “was the young man who
lost his life in the great Wall street dis-
aster, He lay in the city morgue for four
days unidentified, and it was unprecedented
that In a case of 20 much notorlety no rel-
ithve bame to tell of a missing son or
hrother. None did come unti] after the timi
I mention had elapsed.

“Then it came out that the dead man's
parents had no ideagthat he would be in
the vicinity of Wall stfect that day. He had
started from home on a search for work and
cxpected to bé gone three or four days. He
happened to meet a friend who was golng
to look for a job on Dey street and went
the chance of getting one, too,
Therefore his people felt.no anxiety until the
time arrived, when he was expected back
home,

“A case with a bhappier ending was the
disapprarance in 191% of a s'xteen-year-old
Loy who had falled in his examinations,. He
digappenred from the city as if the earth

had opened and swullowed him. For over
a year we were looking /for him, and regu-
larly every month h's mother, on the verge
of hysterin, came to see me, I cheered her
as best 1 could by telliing her each time that
we were sure to find him and that only
patience must be her part. But I had glven
him up In my gwn mind’ He had hot joined
cither navy or army and there was no clue
except a very general description.

“Over a year had elapsed when we got
word of him in New Orleans. He was re-
ported to be working for the United Fruit
Company. But when our agent there got
after him he was too late by six days, The
oy had gone Havana, From there he
went to Verd Cruz and down the South
American coast. Finally we located him in
the central part of Mexico, "As soon as he
knew that h's folks would not punish him
for his excapade he was glad to come home.
He's all right now; his experience literally
took him out of the boy clase and did him .
good.

“A siranger case than this one of the
boy,” sald Capt. Ayers, “turmed up in ﬁuw
Jersey last year. 1t was the mysterious dis-
appearance of a man who had the confi-
dence of all his neighborg in his home town,
where he was considered a model of deport-
ment and fine character, as well as that of
the bank where he was assistant cashler,
This bank Is in New York,

At Last the Girl in the Case
. Figures in the Investigation

“When we started on this case we wrote
our unusually fine marks on the D, D, 13
form. Never had there been & man so uni-
versilly respected. He was a pronounced
family man—never went anywhere without
his wife, &c., &c, 'How about hiz associntes
In New York?' 1 asked, intimating that per-
haps we could’ get & line on his secret life
through them. These questions were re-
pelled with anger. The man, it scemed, was
Just as good In New York as he was in New
Jersey.

“Just the same, we got to work and by
digging right We found that one of his
friends was an attractive showglrl and oc-
caslonally—say, once a week—he used to
vigit her in her apartment. We also learned,
after un [nvestigation of his books at the
bank, that there were several things on
record that didn't agree with his superla-
tive reputation, At last we had material
enough to thoroughly discount the stories
of foul play that had been rife, and we lo-
cated the gentleman at S8anta Barbara, Cal.
He is cleared off the missing slate, and thé
bink is willlng to have him come back, for
he was a valuable elerk, and the officers all
liked him. 1 don't know how his wife would
recelve him."™

An increase in the labors of the bureau
was causged by innumerable requests for in-
formaton about persons lost sight of dur.
ing the war. These came from almost every
and the applicants took
advantage ns soon as they could of the bet-
ter malling facilities that followed Lhe armis-
tice. The burean was able to clear up -
great number of these Interpatlonal disap-
pearances,

Statistics Covering roo Cities
Show Slight Increase in Suicides
The coroners’ rates for 100 citles ahow o
slight Increase in the percentage of suleldes
for aggregutdons of- 100,000 population in
1920 over that of 1919, 1t s belleved also
that new ways of killing ,themselves have

heen  discovered by people, and therefore
many deaths escape record in the sulelde
list. Probably the figures might be sensibly

Inereased.

Since the report of 1911 was issued—and
a conslderable fnereuse was noted, as much
ns 3 per cent. above the rate glven by the
United States census—the menace of suicide
has been recognized ax a natlonal evil, and
various socletles, including the Bave a Life
League of New York city, have glven serlous
attention to the subject with an Intensive
effort to awaken the moral and splritual ef-
forts of people to combat the growing evil,

The sulcide rate in 28 New England citica
of 100,000 population for last year was 12.4;

—

— —

Radio Market Reports for Farmers

e
HE time may not be far distant when
progressive farmers of Pennsylvania
have thelr own wireloss apparatus

their barns and get the Intest
State and country

on top ol
market reporie of the

direct from Washington.

The Rtate and Federal Dopartments of
\grienlture are now experimenting in this
mutter, Every avening at 6 o'cloek n 500

word condensed report of the markets is
received at Hoarrlsburg by the depar:ment
from Washington, The State does not own
s own apparatus and It bas” no wireloss
nperator on Its payroll. For the time being
the apparatus of the Harrishurg Technical
High Mchool |s belng tsed, and the operators
nre high school boys,

A\ more powerful wireless station, howaver,
has been found by the State Department in
Harvisburg. It |a maintained by two former
wmy and one former navy wireless opers

ators. Washington also knew of this plant,
and 1t has asked the ex-sorvice men to
cooperate with the FPederal and State Gov-
ernments  In colving the Washington
nightly reporta.  They have consented,

Y L TR i 1 ong Lhe Sinlbe

will probably equip It own wireless stution
on the top of the Capltol or one of the new
office bulldings now belng erected In Capitol
Park.

Bo far the reports have been distributed
only among the loeal newspapers. The an-
nual Farm Products Bhow, supported by the
Stute Department of Agriculture and the
nllied agrienltural assoclations of Pennsyl-
vania, will be held in Harrisburg, and while
this 18 In progress the farm reports will be
published for dlstribution among the thous
sands of farmers who will attend the show,

Interest among the farmers in the axperis
ment I8 growing. Several have written to
the State Department to know what it wou'd
cost to equip n wireless statlon on thelr
farms and how long it would take to learn
the code. One former wireless operntor has
gone to farming in Lancaster county, one
of the country's richest.ngricultural distriots,
and he is already pleking up the reports as
they eome from Whashin on.

A wireless ocompany lhmn written to the
department saying It could furnish n com
piete outfit for farmers and newspapers at
§160. This company predicted that seon
avery nowepaper In Penneylvania would have

oWy ! 1ppur il aperator,

virel

wliim

i

ngt. John H. Ayers, in charge of
the Burean of Missing Persons, New
York City Police Department.

in 27 middle Atlante citles of same popirta-
tion the rate was 12.2; in 14 Southern cities
it was 11.6 and In 19 central cities $t was
16.4.

Twenty thousand Americans killed them-
selves In 1918, according to the statlsties
published by Dr. Frederick L. Hoffman in
The 8pectator, a life insurance @urnal pub-
lished in this city. He states that there was
a noticeable increase In suicides by women
and an alarming increase in child suicide, &8
boya and 137 girls being Included in the
massed figures. This yas an Increase of 50
over the report of 1918 of child suicides. The
average age of the boys was 16 and of the
girls 15.

No adequate reason has been found for the
self-destruction of these chilfiren, but the
opinion Is advanced that the noticeable n-
crease of suicide among women is due to
the fact that women are to-day entering
upon public Hfe as never before find ﬂnd it,
or some do, loo strenuous,

President of League Interviews
Hundreds Thinking of Suicide

Since last July the president of the Save
a Life League, which has headquarters at
108 West Seventy-seventh street, has been
interviewed by 1,200 persons weary of life,
despondent and ready to release themselves
from i{t. In many cases the mere talking
the matter over saved the man or woman,
who was, sald Dr. Warren, ill physically or
mentally.

“We fdo our work by means of agents
throughout the country, and welcoms com-
munications from anybody we e¢an help.
When we are able to see the intending sui-
cide it I8 sometimes possible to diagnose the
case a8 one needing sanitarinm attention,
and then we send wherever possible these
persons to such alds. In some Instances we
are able to place the patients In sanitariums,
where they do not have to pay, and in others
we do all we ean for them.

“Suicide is on the increase, and in our an-
nual report it Is shown without exaggeration
to be a nationn]l menace. The spread of the
idea of self-destruciion nm children is
particularly distressing. fiilures n
s¢hool work turn their thoughtis to sulelde,
but more often the children have fallen Into
a morbld state of mind, wherg they belleve
that they are not cared for or needed in the
home,'

Dr. Warren gaid that more than 6,000 soi-
dides In the United States were brought to
the attention of the Save a Life League dar-
ing 1920, an increase of more than 1,000 re-
ported in 1919,

The divislon as tq sex was 3,667 men and
2,604 women. Included in the totals were
500 homicides, who afterward destroyed
thelr own lives. The expense in connection
with the interment of the totnl given in
the statistieal figures given above (12,000)
would be not less than $2,000,000, The
cconomie loss to the country wus more thin
£10,000,000,

Suicides Rlue in Age
From 5 to 103 Years

Particular statistics follow from Dr. War-
ren's report:

“The youngest suicide wos O, the oldest
103, Divorece figured prominently in self-

destruction last yedar, more than 100 couples
killing themseives fni this reason. The grent
number of farmers who have glven way to
despair haos been noticeable, also farmers'
wives, Possibly the many splendid hoys lost
in the war may have been the cause, Noth-
ing could be more regretted than the 400
moldlers who have destroyed their own
lives since returning from the war, many
having also been gullty of homicide. Condi-
tions brought about by the enactment of
the Elghteenth Amendment have been the
cause of not a few solcldes; also the drug
addict has supplled a conslderable number,
“Last year there were In the United States
soventy-five presidents and managers of
large business concerns, thirty-six men in
the millionalre cluss, and twenty-threae rich
women, who became weary of life and finally
terminated thelr mortal existence., In 1910
editors of newspapers seemed to be immune,
but this last year a dozen or morn writors,
tneluding two or three editors, help to make
the list. The lawyers number twenty-
four, with elght judges. Doctors supply the
greatest number among the professions,
There were fifty-one reporied to us, Probe
ably the unusual 'demands made upon them
during the war and the (nfluenza epidemic
wore the cause, Next to the physielan was
the actor and the actross, forty reparted,
There were thirty-four teachers nnd college
professors, and tWenty-seven oollege stu-

dents. DBrokers numboered (w S rour, and

" use a pistol,

Ahild  suicide problem

hankers fifty-nine, including fourteen bank
presidents, Clergymen, twelve; also two
evangelista and a Y. M. C. A, secretary.
“Self-destruction among children has
reacheéd an alarming situation in this coun-
try. In 1919 there were 477 children whe
ended their lives in the [nited States. In
1920 the number increaszed to 707, boys 223
and girls 484. The average age of the boys
was 156, the giris 16. Boys most frequently
girls resort to peison. About
200 of these children obtained poison in some
way, and 150 had recourse to a revolver.

. What a pity that parents permit either of

these deadly, agents to, be so easily obtained
in their hondes! Doubtless the many, both
old and young, who have shot themselves
during the last year did so because of the
fact that many soldiers have brought back
thelr guns from the wur and have left them
where they can He easily found.

‘““This leagne strongly aavocAles uniform
drug and pistol lawe for every State, With
such laws forcibly enacted many lives would
be saved. This fact Is well Hlustrated in our
own city, When in 1811 the Sullivan law
became operative there were 238 suicides by
shooting; in 18920 there were only 101, This
ig mos=t distressing.
The ecauses include fegr of punishment,
school troubies, unhappy home environment,
cruelty, revenge and love affairs. We be-

lieve many of these promising lves could
Have easlly been spared if parents and
friends had been a little more humane and
had often shown a little more kindly interest
in their welfare. »

“Not only in the United States, but all over

the world, reports show a marked Increase
in suicide since the war ended. During the
war the rate fell the lowest in many years,
This Is always noticeable in time of some
great national calamity. Soclal, econsmic
and well nigh intolerable conditions which
have arisen since the war ended have seemed
to greatly cheapen the value of Inmnh life.
“Irom London, Paris and other Burapean
citiee come distressing reports. In Poland
women have committed suicide in hundreds
rather than surrender to the Red army.
In eertain colleges there has been an ‘epi-
demic of suicide.” To avold slow death by
starvation it s said that entire familles in
China have poisoned themselves, It fs esti-
mated that a half million Chinese committed
suielde last year. It has also been stated
that 1,600 merchants alone in Japan have
ended their lives, When the Armenians
felt disaster was certnin, when attacked by
the Turks, thousands of women threw
themselves into burhing bulldings and riv-
org, A priegt relates that for a month the
River Yeprod was a river of crimson, as a

Yesult of the many who destroved them-

selves,

“Dr. Robert Yarnell, who recently re-
turned from Germany, is reported as havina
sald that ‘thers ig an alarming increase ol
suleide there. It is no wonder when D
Max von Gruber of Munich declared that
‘Germany ought to allow at leust ten or Hi-
teen milllons of its sick and undernourished
children to die without trying to suve their
lives,! and_that ‘they will die one wav or
nnother. '

“From far away India comes the good
nesws of the abolishing of gall, or the sukcli:
of a child widow on her husband's funera!
pyre. This barbarie custom for eenturies
thank God, has ended, It has cost milllon=
of innocent lives and its abolishment will
save millions of others.

"It would seem that the most serious out-
look on-earth to-day is in Hungary., Before
the war there were fram fifty to sixty sui-
cldes yearly, but in 1920 they report 5,300,
Of this number 3,200 were women, 2,100
were men, and more than 10,000 muade an
unsuccessful attempt to end thelr lves
The situation has beeome so serious there
that Government, soclety and church eircles
have begun a campaign agninst this grow-
ing evil. Pastors are preaching sermons in
ull churches warning the people agninst the
sl of self murder, and a special police
foree has been organized to keep strict
watch and to prevent the people from kill-
ing themsolves,

Suicides in New York City
Show Decrease in Five Years

“There were 958 sulcldes in this city five
years ugo When the Bave a Life League
began its ofganized activities. 'Since then
there has been a gradual decresse In sulelde
In 1820 the number fell to 737, or n saving
of 221 lives. Those who ended their lives
here last year were 521 men and 216 women,
As usual illuminating gas was the means
used most frequently, 287 ending thelr Hves
in that way, Two-thirds were between ' the
ages of 26 and 60 and 30 were under 21.

“During the year just closed,” sald Dr
Warren, “the league has been called upon
to minlster to a great many hopeless ani
helpless lives in this city and other cities.
We recelve applicatlons from every State
In the Unjon. The work of the league Is
without regard to creed or nationality and
is pergonal and eénfidential.”

"How do you perform this work?"

“A large part of it is done, of course, by
correspondence. We send out daily quan-
tities of helpful literature. One piece, ‘A
Letter from a Would Be SBuleide,' has done
great good. This man was saved for his
family. He now has a fine store and i=
healthy and prosperous and his family I«
happy and healthy also. Every word in this
now celebrated letter I cam vouch for nx
true.

“The Bave a Life League never makes
. charge for service or for literature, A
board of well known citizens Is in charze
of the work, which is carried on entirels
by free will offerings. Ruel W. Foor, presi-
dent of the Garfield National Bank, Iy the
treasurer of funds donated,”

Washington Observations Day by Day

By DONALD M'GREGOR.
New York Heranld Bareau, !
W « I ., Feb. B.§
R, WILBUR F. CRAFTSpof nlue law
M renown, is not a total abstainer in
one thing, at least—elothes,

In 1920, he revealed in his autoblography,
just issued, he bought one pair of cuffs, one
sult of underwear, two pairs of socks, one
necktie and a dozen and a half collars.

L] L] -

Dr. Crafts, following the lead of President-
elect Harding, has colned a word to deseribe
those who pooh-pooh the efforts of his Inter-
national Reform Bureau, Inc. They are “im-
puritans’™

A - L] -

W. . 0. Hardihg i®= a d'stant relative of
W. G. Harding. “W. P. G." is Governor of
the Federal Reserve Board; “W. i." is the
President-elect. W. P. G. Harding s from
Birmingham and a Democrat,

- - -

Governor Harding consoled Frunklin D,
Roosevelt, erstwhile running mate of Gov-
ernor Cox, that his new bonding company
job is better than it would have been if he
hnd been elected Vice-President. Thomas
Riley Marshall agreed. After cight years'
experience Mr. Marshall thinks the Viee-
Presldent |s Amerir:aa mﬂlt neglected man

Almnst avenrbody nd.ums the Government
aught to provide a house for the Vice-Presi-
dent, but nobody ever does anything about
it, Viee-President Marshall has lived in a
hotel all the time he has been in Wash-
ington. y

- - -

Mr. Marshall is telling how the Volstead
act affected the communion services of a
negro congregation down South. The par-
son was unable to find any communion wine,
0 he got one of the sisters to make some.
Bhe did, out of persimmons. It tasted well,
and the ceremonies were a success until at
the close the worshippers found thelr mouths
#0 puckered they I'utd to whistle the Dox-
ology.

- . -

You can buy a “Boise Penrose” sandwich
at the Benate restaurant, This Is it:

Two alleeg of graham bread, between which
are placed cold aliced tongue, n plece of
tomato and a leaf of lettuce,

Penrose sandwiches cost o guarter aplece.

L L] L ¥

One of Benator Arthur Capper's treasured
possessions 18 a faded letter dated June 26,
1889, complimenting h'm for his work when
he resigned as the Topeka correspondent of
the Kansas City Star. He went Into Lthe
publishing business for himself.

. . -

President-elect Hardlng's decision to call
off an elaborate inauguration angered the
Washington profiteers such as the dress.
makers, fNorists, hotel keepers and specula-
tors, - He hax dropped 100 per cent. in thelr
estimation. Some of them wish Gow. Cox
had been elected,

L] L] L] .
There will be an Inaugural parade on

March 4, just the same, composed of Demo-,

crata leaving Washington., But all the
Democrats who are quitting ofiee will not
be In line. A good many will remaln behind
to practise law.

- L

The Iaw business In Washington has
koomed quite a lot in the last few years.
Huving written the Income, excess profits
and other tax Inws, the retiring Democrats
belleve they should be employed to Interpret
them.

Something like $000,000,000 worth of war
claima remnin to be settled. The lnwyors
nlso have thelr eves on commissions from
thnt henvy stinke

'I"he Republicans were the ones who were
opening law offices in Washington elght
years ago.

" - - -

Congress is going to send out free seeds
again this year. The distribution will cost
$260,000, plus postage. This Is one way
the members build thelr fences for reelection,
They hope to win favor by sending the voters
something.

‘e . »

The $360.000 is a drop in the hucket to the
otal of Government expense.  Yet, with the
cost of malling, it amounts to ten per cent.
of the total outlay in & year,

- . »

Kvery member of Congress maintains a
mailing list of the people in his district
Usually he tries o send out something every
few months, coples of speeches and docu-
ments when there are no seeds. When an
election is close the volume of such free
matter is greater.

. L -

About one hundred members of Congress
the retirement of many of whom ig with pub-
He approval, are packing up to go back
on March 4. They are sending thelr things
ubkead while they still are alle to use the
post office frank. One member sent out fifty
muall sacks filled with Congressional Records
to give him light reading durihg the long
winter evenings at home for the péxt two
Vears,

» - L] -

Senator Harding's decision, when Presi-
dent, to send his ‘messages to the Benate
and House, instead of delivering them in
person as Mr. Wilson has done, Is good news
fo: the Capitol pollce. When Mr. Wilson' ap-
peared hefore Comress great crowds clam-
ored for admittance to the galleries and it
meant much work for the police.

The gallery tickets were prorated among
members of Congress. Usually the wife got
the tloket or there was trouble at home,

- L L
~ The speculative cirele in Washington is
wondering what will happen 1o Rear Admiral
Cary T. Grayson, the White House physi-
eclan, when Senator Harding arrives Dr,
Graysef has been the modieal attendant for
both Mr. Taft and Mr. Wilson. Senator
Harding up to now ha# given no Intimation
ns to what he desires in the matior.

.

It's going to be a lot of work to get the
White House soclal lists In shape agsin,
They have gone to wrack and ruln in the lnst
few vears, due to the war and to the condl-
Mon of Mr. Wison's health which pre-
vented the customary White House func-
tions.

When the Hardings go to the White House
they are expected to revive the custogary
affairs, the most notable of which are the
four large receptions, the Congressional, toe

Judicial, the Army and Navy and the Dip-
lomadtle,
- - L
Certain correapondence sc have been
sonding out Uterature offering to traln peo-

ple for Government jobs, p'cturing the posie
a8 highly desirable and paying as much as
$12.000 a year. These $12.000 jobs are fow
and far between. They require men of high
executive abllity and are avallable orly
through selective appolntment, not npplicn-
tion.

What the Covernment ls trying to do now
I to got rid of employees—not to hire them
Between 11,000 and 12,000 clerks in Wash-
Ington will be dropped in June because Con.
gress refused to provide funds for thelr re-
tention,

' L] L] .

The action of the Senate In cutting the
Army to 150,000 loft SBecretary of Wag Baker
hol ' ng the bng for e |--r'l|Hlt.|g Iv von

L]

b 4LET

cerned. Mr. Baker had the Army up. to
000 men, with recruiting progressing at a
cost of §126 for each recruit, llow to geot
rid of the surplus is the thing that now is
bothering Mr, Baker,

- - -

It's time the consumer wus receiving the
benefit of lower food prices. The value of
farm’ products in 1020, the Department of
Agriculture figures, dropped $§5,105.000,000
below the 1919 valuation. The value of farm
mroducts  for 20 amounted to F19.8604.-
000,000,

Representative John H, Bmall (N, C) s
looking forward to March 4. He will reta
from Congress then. and will be throueh
buying sults of clothes for the childeen o
R. C. Bjand, n farmer, of Robersonville, N. «*

Mr. Small years ago, while campaignlog.
promised Bland he would buy a sult of
clothes for every additlon to the Bland
family. The number of rh‘ldren hus now
reached thirty-four.

But Mr"‘!rmkl'l kept the bargain.

- - -

Washington for many yvears after taxicabs
replaced horse-drawn vehicles in other cities
remained true to the eab and the cabby. gen-
erally & negro. But now he s gone—gone,
that s, with the except'on of four or five
who, with coats much too for them and
il-fitting  silk  hats, are be found at
Franklin square.

Elsewhere in Washington., the eabs—"son-
going hacks" as they were popularly called—
have given way to the taxicab.

LR -

There are so many d'stinguished looking
men operating elevators at the Capitol that
the easual visitor 8 bound to wonder
whether he is being taken to the proper floor
by some Senator or Representative who s
taking his turn at the "lft." Even thos:
who know thelr Wash!ngton well are apt to

to

bhe fooled by the importance of the in-
dividuals,
These elevator conductors, however, are

usually men who have been  appointed
through friends of Senators or Representa-
tives, party workers, for the most part, who
#etl the jobs as part of the party patronage.
They come to Washington and are assigned
to the positions on the elevators.

- & @

The war time restrictiong against visitors
golng Into the White House, or even the
White House yard, still are In force, The
time was that anybody who desired. when
on a trip te Washington. could leok at the
Red Room, the Gold Room and the Blue
Room. merely by applying for a eard at ihe
Executive Offices. The han went on, how-
ever, when hostllities opened, and It never
has been removed

- L] .

The Government Is landlord for a number
of peaple It Washington, and some of thein
are bootleggers, This developell not so long
ago when the police arrested s wommn o~
cupying a house that bad been purchased
in one of the parking projects but which. not
be'ng needed for the timé™was rented.

The woman had whiskey In her possession
and there was evidence that she wae selling
It The fact that the Volstend law holdas the
owner of property responsible for the pres
ance of Intoxicants presented a problem thai
soomed to run around in a elrele,

L] L] L]

One of the things that's going to be gen-
erally missed when the Democratic Adminis.
teation departs Is the umbrella of Albert 8
Burleson, the Postmaster Genernl. T8 bee,,
th Washington n long time, even when Mr,
lturlezon war minority leader of the Hous

Everywhere Mr. Burleson goes, rain 4
shine, the umbrelln goes thers too, Now
it'e golng slong with him Lack to Texas



