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Ilicit Drugs Pouring Into Every Port and Border Town

Authorities Admit Helplessness in Face of Conditions Which Make Smuggling Easy---Dope
Traffic Breaking All Records With Most Notable Gains Since Prohibition Was Adopted
---Estimated Number of Addicts in This Country Is Nearly Two Million---Detec-
tives Tell How the Smugglers and Pedlers Work---New Remedies Sought

By W. A. DAVENPORT.

N analyzing the difficulty American At the right is DY. Carlton Simon, Special Deputy Police Commissioner, who is 9rganizi_ng_ a
League bascball sluggers experienced nationwide war on drug sellers. Below is part of the material seized in one of hig raids on illicit
, with the pitching of Walter Jolmson, dealers. Note the opium pipes, scales, lamps and vials filled with heroin, cocaine, ‘etc.

Ty Cobb said that it was most difficult to
hit what you couldn't see. And while it is
somewhat less difficult to trap a Govern-
ment or munleipal health or police author-
ity into admitting that he Is bess than ade-
quate to the maximum discharge of the
requirements of his Job, the same philoso-
phy, or “albi” if you choose, applies to
them in thelr battle with the trafc in habit
forming drugs.

New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston
and San Franclsco admit that more mor-
phine, heroin, cocaine and straight opium
is used illegitimately by persons transiently
or permanently Hving in those cltles than
ever before. In fact, the police and health
authorities of these munlcipalities admit
that It is s0 much more that they're scared
They have the laws ne ary to deal with
the situation. There is no proof that they
are men incapable of enforcing those laws.
Jut they complain that they cannot stop
something that they can't see. To rald one
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dope agent and confiscate his merchandises
requires much timme, many men, considera-
ble sleuthing and lots of courage. The abil-
ity to convict him depends upon many
things.

Showing How Easy It Is
To Smuggle Drugs Into €ountry

When you consider that one man can
sneak across the Canadian border or across
the R Grande and, without altering his
appearance in any manner, return with sey-
eril thousand dollars' worth of cgenine, mor-
phine or heroin, or even straight oplum, con- 2
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world. Measures were proposed to prevent
the exportation of raw opium to countries
lesiging to prohihit ita entry and to control
the éxportation to eountries desiring to limit
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large American cities anywhere from twen-
ty-five to fifty per cent. since the Eighteenth
Amendment bocame an appendix to the
Foederal Consiitution. Then take it for the
fact that it is, that despite the effort made
at the latest meeting of The Hague Tribunal,
there is8 no international agreement between
Americn, Europe, Asia, South Ameriea and
Afriea Imiting or even supervising the traf-
fic. Even if there were such agreements
the dope trade would go merrily on and in
enly a somewhnt smaller volume Before
citing statistics, quoting authoritices aml set-
ting forth what is being done to fight back
the rising tide, the following Instances of
morphine smuggling are offered for the
most obvious of reaso

5. They sound ab-
surd. However, they are taken from Gov-
crnment records and have been corrobrated

Thriving Traffic in Dope
In the Mexican Border Towns

Toere was a thriving traflic in dope being
plied in San Antonlo, Bl Paso, Nogales and
wiwern, The Government threw extra men
nlong the Rio Grande, with inst tions to
do pothing else but eatch the smugglers., It
wis tuken for granted that the stuff was
oming in from Mexico. For a month the
Government’s men  watched and  walted
They resorted to all the accepted tactics of
cntehing the dope pedler. They arrested

wnd thoroughly questioned suspieious per

wonx.  Under their dazed eyes the traflic in
crensed and seandal was hinted at.  The
letectives became panle stricken. An in
vestigation was under way, for there were
thoee who Inzisted that some of the watchers
vere permitting the stuff to pass, for a
financial consideration, of course

Ity the merest chance one of the Secro
dervice men followed an Amerlcan across
the horder one morning. He supposedly was
. thoroughly reputable eltizen, lving in El
I'aso, though employed on some engineering
Jobv Just south of the border—a mining con
atruction job on which he held a responsible
technieal position. In the shack where this
man and his assoclates changed thelr cloth
ing every morning and night the youns
engineer remaved a couple of fine woollen
undershirts, These  he plunged Into con
tniners of water. They quickly ahesorbed the
water, and were left where they Iay tn
dry.

Forty-elght hours later this young mi
carefully buttoned the shirts around his
body and returned to the United States, The
#hirts were Immersed in distilled woter, and
from that water gix ounces of morphine was
proecipitated.

Secrets of Montreal Letters
Revealed by Chemical Tests

Right here In New York the Becret Service

operatives - began  Investigating the huge
nmount of corrcapondence that o Montreal
oncern was earrying on with Individunls
whose places of business, if they could bhe
thus designated, vl whase homes were nol

of a character wirrinted to attract exten
slve business correspondence from a rich
Canadian  importer Many of the letters
were recelved by proprietors of small cafes,
restaurants and billinrd poarlors on the lower
East 8ide, In Harlom and Willlamsbirg
Investigation revealed that the letters
came from a place i Montreal not much
more impressive than o Willlimsburg bill-
Inrd room where pool may be played for
two and a half cents a cue on the only table
In the place. SBome of the letters were

intercopled They were most inoffensive—
ometimes offering books for sale on the
n=iniment plan and sometimes ofering the
reciplent grent bargning o snappy nrt photo

the use of motor car tires, water sonked
logs set adrift In the harbor and so on.
Omly four or five days ago three presumable
3lsters of Charity were arrested in Chlcago,
Each wore, suapended upon a gold chain, an
unusually large cruclfix. Each crucifix was
found to contaln its capacity of heroin.
Therefore, the figures obtainable from the
Public Health Serviee in Washington are
of little value to a general treatment of the
habit forming drug traffic, for the simple
reason that they represent only the legiti-
mate traffic, It is estimated that for every
ounce of cocalne and oplum and the latter's

derivatives, morphine und heroin, legitimate-"

Iy trufficked In the United States last year
four ounces were llegitimately traded in.

Practically all the oplum lawfully fetched
into this country comes from London and
Edinburgh, 1In these cities three manuface-
turers send out more opium than all the rest
of the manufacturers in the United King-
dom The Public Health Service issues
flgures showing that in 1910 the United
3 recelved 44490 pounds  of oplum
: om England; in 1911, 620,842 pounds: 1912
pounds; 1918, 508,423 pounds: 1914,
i pounds; 19 730,727 pounds, and
Iiml yeur we recelved lﬂu-u[ 1,000,000 pounds
from England. Moreover, we recelved 94,400
pounds from Japan lust year, while Japan
was recelving 127,048 pounds from England,

Where all opium product goes to is not
lsted on the Government's hooks. Much
Ir exported, only to be smuggled back again
What portlon of It areives st length into “he
possession of the street pedler and the ad-
diet is not gfficlally known.

Thus far the United States has no inter-
city cooperation In the fight against the
ilegal traffic. The Arst steps toward such
n positive drive against the smuggler and
traficker were taken on February 9, when
Dr. Carlton 8imon, Specinl Deputy Police
[ eloner In New York, and Superin-
| of Poliee Mills of Philadelphia con-
ferred In the lntter's office. There the ad.
visabillty and efficacy o a natlonal pleture
and Bertillon index of all known addicts and
podiers were considered. They discussed the
vialue of eataloguing and keeping track of
drug pedlers and users just as the police do
plekpockets and burglars. When one of
the dope handiems left his home town the
police of all the eountry would be apprized
of the fact. He'd be under constant survell-
Inte

Planning New System to Keep
* Better Tab on Drugs and Pedlers

Moreover, they discussed the [dea of Timit
i the Jegal dispensing of habit forming
drogs to a fow Inrge firms g0 that every sale
of the stuff might be officially recorded and
all parties thereto ,made Immedintely avall
nble, Under the plan New York wonld be the
tentre of news distribution regarding the
movementa of known or suspected traMek-
ers. This far the scheme |8 nothing more
than an exchange of Information between
Himon and Mills, They hope'to extend It.to
Roston, Paltimore, Chicagn, Detrojt, 8t
Loule, Denver, Ban  Francleco, and thus
throughout the em And from that the
hope to aee §t b an internntional sye
tem

The man who was given eredit for deing
most to eanse Congress to adopt the Hay
rison antl-narcotic law wns the late Dr
Hamiltom Wrelght of Washington. And Dy,
Wright was fond of pslsting that he was
spurred to greater efforts hy his wife, Mes,
Wright, who is still most active In the gen-
ernl Nght against the Hegltimate dreite teaf-
fie, says thet nothing short of an Imme-
dinte ngreement hetween the United States
Engiand, Japan and China will stop the
undversal tnerense In the hiabit of indulging
in narcoties,

=Millar amendment, whieh I
before Congress st thi= time"” Mree. Wright
suld, “and which 1 m Fongly  nppoe,

How an opium den is guarded: Note
one of wire and the
last (No. 3) heavy oak reenforced with

y exportation of the + Bureau, are cooperating in

the three doors,

They discover that much cocalne and oplum
in by sallors on
freight steamships.

1 I Congress who ar
umendment g be sincers |

Easy Matter for Boatmen
To Land Drugs in New York

perfectly easy

» shocking conditi

ereased In New York
A gveal many of our eltls

to China myse ” thousand dollars

and come ashore with it
subjected to daily
maintaing reasonable care :
common  gense
can continue indefinitely.
carried and easily concealed.
hidden in women's halr, sewed [nto men's
, contained in artificlal limbs, fill-
the inner tubes of automobile t
cons.gnments of lumber and vegetables. and
ven In the collars worn by dogs truined to
make dally trips across the Canadian border,

Relatively the situation
In New York
months Government investigators hiad been
making observations In Chicago
pleted their work two weeks ago
twenty well known drugglsts and physiclang
have been arrested in the Tliinols city
sama mort of an investigation |z going on
Before prohihition hecame
. the Ch'ecago pollee say,
in habit forming drugs
upon A8 A nuisance

them into effect

Huogue Conventlon had pu
I found China deluged with drugs of Ameri-
can, English and |

alechol ns to moke

The stuff !y easily

1014, every na-

had Joined the drugs, nnd as time goes

impossible to procure Hquor a larger nt
of persons will employ
can he obtained

these drugs If they

use of these debasging drugs, and had prom-

Most Opium Reaching This Ceountry
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a series of lnwe w
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what was learned at that time
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menta whereby
kindred drugs

ent of morphine in America does not come
: . theless all of it is purchased through London
Cocaine Rapidly Taking Place

Of Booze, Authorities Say

eountries in question except o

oplum does not contaln the 1
o conslgnment ik requlred exclagively

increased fifty

wnd will not he Dr, Himon saya that it

Simon and Hughes say that
of men and women who used
to depend ypon booge for thelr

Condemns Loophole in Treaty i
Permitting Reexporting of Drugs ured that Englan

glad If she could wash her

the importation of
three largest morphite

The drug is not permitted to be sold
bt 18 sent Immediately to China
morale of the
being broken by this evil.

that Is allowed to come
shipped In bond across |

i is finding that
nnd smugeled into Chi
“Jnpan has not kKept her
ting Into effect treaty obligations i

Involved in the business of dispensing
The profits are tremendous

convention held at The Hague In
ihe Treaty of Veraailles Great HBritaln bound

ty cents are retalled to adidicts
and the unfortunntes
They get the money

« United States took the
in the matter twelve yoars ag 3
v dope hootlegger ey demand o

provea an offective

b sdmitted. As T understand it, the Becre
tary of Btate certifies to the Engllish Gov

rnment how much oplum should be re

cefved. In his turn the Becretary of Stats
is advised by the United States Publie Health
offlelals, I have not the flgures for last year
but during 1919 we received Into the United
States more than 700,000 pounds of oplum
This is equal to about fifty grains for every
man, woman and child in the United States
The amount recelved by every other clvillzed
country did not exceed thres gralns per
capita.

“In other words, we ars recelving In thi:
country about fifteen times as much opium
any other country receives
sjelans of the United State
st as npetent to treat dlscase a=
iree the phy nes of any other country
I do not believe that oplum and its deriva
tives ara used any more commonly by our
physicians than they are abroad We are
forced to the conclusion, therefore, that a
tremendous majority of the Imperted opiun
is used for unlawful purposes

“What 48 the source of 1ne mm;ahlnn an:
heroin unlawfully sold in the city of New
¥ This stems to be the answer: The
T |rln 0 ,mnl brought into the United Btat

capita as
inly

= manufactured by our chemist= into mor
phin It'--| heroin [t is then shipped
Canada or ta Mexico. Upon leaving ow
country we lose track It is the
s uelod nss  our bords and peddle
on th of New York. 1 think it
anfes to say that the amount of morphiy
and heroin of foreign manufact + gold
the streets of New ¥ negligible. Prac

tically all of tha drugs sold here are of
jean manufacturs which have bean
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Fighting for Legislation
To Curb Drug Traffi

Itopresentative Henry T. Rainey of Tl
® muking o % uner
ment, House res vilopits
w Congress befaore he ieaves offies M

to make an end of the jllega rafl

im between the United States
Kast countries. The

gives some inters

garding the wide spread o
and declars the ox
th tima s a positIve

nation

Represontative A ¥ vould ame
section 8 of the act of January 17, 1814
titled "An act to pri ¢ Importat
and use of oplum f t than medicing
purposes.” Tho amendment wWhi 10 P
posos hita the trafMoker In this « ey wl
roshipa oplum and other forbidden dArvigs ¢
the Far East after | mportation into t)
United Btates,
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