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A Solution of the Indemnity.
fr. her attitude with regard to the.

'YTJAillitil IllUCUlUik^ UIUS>k ttcnuili'.

rhat Franco lias fully counted the,
cost of her militant ultimatum to;
Germany. One week ago to-day The
New Youk Ilmunn discussed thifi
situation, urging that the Allies be
guided bj- broad, deep wisdom in
whatever steps were taken at the
London conference. In this article;
wo said that Germany should pay all!
she can pay without being degraded
to the level of serfdom or driven into
an alliance with Bolshevist Russia.
This now dangerous question goes

very far beyond the relations of
! ranee to Germany und of Germany;
ro France, it is no more local than
was the great war Itself. It Inter-
laces with the whole world.

It is possible that we are too far'
> way from the problem to get the right
view of It and it Is possible that
France is too close to the problem to!
e it in the right perspective.
However this may be, we are com-j
/led to say that we view with
avest concern this whole indemnity

-.tuation, tense as It now is. It looks
ro another world conflagration unless
.iplomucy take3 the jflace of the]
mailed fist. The summoning of Focii
0 London l>y Premier Briaad either
means business or means bluff.

irt a deadlock like this isn't there
1 belter way than either of these?.
Men throughout the ages have titled
heir differences in one of tbr way a

-by brute force or in the courts or

hrough arbitration. As there is no

ouri inai nas junsuiction in tno case
if nations there remain only two

-ays of settling the differences beeenGermany and France, following
ho scheme of men.force of arms and
arbitration, and force of arms should
if; unthinkable at this time.

If arbitration hue worked well in
-cttllug differences between men why
shouldn't It work well in settling this
dangerous indemnity question be-1
rween Germany nnd Franco?

It Is the belief of Titn New 1'okk
Hiiui.d that as arbiter Aanertca could
reach u Just settlement of this dif-
ference that would carry to the last
ounce the Indemnity Germany is capableof paying and that this lndem-
uity so determined by a disinterested
third party.a big and powerful nadon.wouldbe met by Germany with-
m. protest.

John Habberton's Best Seller.
Tiie Centennial year saw the first

publishing of tsvo Amerirun best sell-'
<«n» the popularity of which must
ruako uutliorn of to-day si^h with
nry. One of these was 'The Adventuresof Torn Sawyer." The other was
"Helen's Ilables," She author of whlab,
Jons llARniaTos, filed on Friday 2tst
t the aye of 79.
Mask Twain's classic Sets.

'Helen's Babies" Is dead but not for-
jot. To-dny there must be innny
thousands of men and women, all the
way from 40 to 100 years old, who
read of* Hab7iebton'b death with n
sense of personal loss as they east
their memory lines back to tbo book
sensation of 1870. , i

Let tho struaryllnjf author of to-dny
^akc heart from John Hauuebton's
experience. One publisher refusal
'Tin » v' a l)n VJuu'' WntouBn ii/» uo wl 1

wus too short. Another declined on
the ground that his irns an adult's
field and ho feared that the story wus

'oo childish. A third, whose standard
<>f youthful rectitude probably wan do-
rived from "Mondford ami Morton,"
insisted that "Helen's Babies'' had n
bad moral slant, although Mr. Hahhbktot?was at the tfine the literary
editor of the Chrixtinn Unfon.
But at last the book, sniull and

rirlal as It seemed, found a publisher,
Tts audience arrived Instantly. a
't'lahter of a million copies were sold
hi the tnlted Htutes. as that was all

< iod v hcu book borrowing was p »p
Mlat* it is likely that fire million i**r- h
«ons.au eighth of the entire popula j1

0

j tlon.read the book or had it rend to
them. Eleven different English editionsappeared, and the book was

translated Into French, Italian and
German. Budge and Toddy and their
relatives became known from the
Rockies to the Alps.
John Habberton, who w as on the

editorial staff of Tun New York Hlbaldfor many'years after his book's
success, was the author of several
other stories, hut only "Helen's
Babies" has at all survived the storms
of time. The man who could paint so

simply yet convincingly the way of a
..v 11_» IA i. .A. J *>in e 14++1a
cmra ii» n i» portruvw. iu iua* mno

book was a real urtlst.

Clear Rapid Transit Tracks.
Governor Milleb sees both the

rapid transit problem and the solution
through clear glasses. An executive
of great force but also a lawyer of
large ability, a citizen of strong sense
of obligation and a man of high character,ho has not asked for any rapid
transit plan that is illegal, unjust or
unworkable.
Ho 1b not worrying about the influenceswhich, destitute of n sense of

humor, propose to Import home rule
for New York city from tho edge of
the Pacific Ocean. As New York home
rule is not at stake here in Its own
bailiwick the Golden Gate Interventionwill be disposed of.probably it
will dispose of itself as a matter of
not very Important routine. As the
courts of this State do not draw their
Interpretation of the judicial standingof franchise and other contracts
from foreign sources, the State Governmentwill proceed in the regular
way to meet the tests of the determiningcourt.
Governor Muxkb, however, does

want all the helpful views lie can

get from New York authority and
opinion to make tho rapid transit
plan better and sounder, lie wants
the cooperation of other cities in the
State that have their problems just
as Greater New York has. He wants
the support of the legislators representingaU parts of the State, and
this of course is a practical matter.

But, having the votes to put his
measure through, as he has them, and
having the backing of public opinion,
as he has if, he is going to give the
people of New York city the rapid
transit plan they need and must get
If they are to escape transportation
chaos.
outside political performers, whether

from California or Timbuotoo, are
not going to make a dent in a programmelike that, when what the
people of New York want Governor
Mixxek to do is to go ahead and give
them their necessary rapid transit,
and that is what he is going to Jo.

Reforming a Bandit.
When the supposedly reformed ban-

dit and train robber. Henry Starr,
was wounded In the raid on a bank at
Harrison, Arkansas, his first remark,
to his captors was "I always expected
to die with my boots on." Comanche
Jack StillWfll, who had known
more bad men when they were at the
height of their reign west of the;
Mississippi, and who had trulled, capturedand hanged more of them, perhaps,than any other Federal official
of the Indian Territory, gave It as his
opinion that this expression, so often!
attributed to men of Starr's notorious
type, was not so much a meaningless
expression of bravado as a characteristicof the nnregenerate desperado.
One of the last inen Nthxwki.t, was
called upon to execute.a man, too,1
said to have reformed.gave as his;
final wish that he might die with
his hoots on. The philosophic old
scout's comment was "The parson's
vaccination never took on a fellow who
Is so particular about his footwcur at
the last minute."
Hknrt Starr Las often been referredto as the last of that "notorious

class of desperadoes who were not
without dashing bravado and a spirit
of border romance." The desperadoesto whom some parts of the West
rave this glamour of romance Were
those who at the end of the civil war
had turned from the guerrilla warfare
of the Missouri-Kansas border strife
to organized gang robbery. They
were largely represented by the bands
of the James brothers and others who
Immediately followed them. Many
had been among Qvantrkix'h raiders,
who had devastated eastern Kansas,
and they bad In their own mind a
certain military standing. They were
more or less protected by the communitiesIn which they lived, they
were often assisted In making their
escapes after a raid and they were
not betrayed by their neighbors.

t»f these bands Starr was never u
member. He was rather a link be
Iween those robber bands and the,
bandits of to-day, between the days
of the Blue Cut holdups, when the
robbers levied their tribute from
sleeping coach to mall car, and mountIn?their horses under a final fusilladeof shots rode away over the Missourihills with .?10,000 or $15,000 In
loot, and the present bandits who
gain a cress to a mall rnr and pitch!
out sacks containing a quarter of a'
million to their confederates In a

waiting automobile.
fcTAr.a was a Cherokee, one of the

rive Civilized Tribes of tho Indian
Territory. The people of his tribe Lad
dropped tlielr blankets, had turned
to farming and were sending their
children Fast to be educated when
lie began bis career. They did no)
protect him.their hands were against
him.and the only refuge that he, his
duter Betxa and his brother Biix.
who made up the first .Starr band, ever
found was In the eastern hills of the
'herokee Nation. Ills train robberies
ivere comparatively few; the reason

perhaps was that, he could seldom>el-
ect n large enough hotly of men In
ivbom lie had confidence for such an

antiortaking. It may be true, though,
*s he himself said, "I have robbed
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i mora banks than any other man li
the United States."

Despite lils evil reputation Stab;
always hud some friends of lnflu
ence; many wealthy Okluhomam
stood by him and several Oklahomf
State officials aided him. He coul<
not say that he had no chance to re

(form. These men believing In him as
serted all he needed was help. Staki
himself was ever declaring his liiten
Hon of living straight. Be triei
studying law and running a farm, and
failing in these, he turned to motloi
pictures, with himself as hero, li
this, as in everything else he under
took, he failed.
He had always said that Lf the

Jameses could "heat hack" he could,
But the present situation In Oklahomais not analogous to that a quar[ter of a century ago In Missouri,
Jesse James had gone to St. Joseph
with the intention of bargaining with
the f»tate ofliolalB for his pardon when
he was killed. His brother Frank
was pardoned and died on a farm
near where he was born and wheee
he made a poor living by exhlbitln|
himself as a reformed robber. Kn
Dalton, the reputed brains of the
gai! g, was pardoned by the Governors
of Kentucky nnd Tennessee, and lived
quietly in Memphis until his death a

few years ago. Of all the notorlont
band but one, Jim Ci'Mminos, Is re

ported to be alive. But when all
these men had the opportunity to
start over they were getting along in
years; they had begun to lose thelT
dash and nerve and new wrinkles had
come into train robbery which were

making It a dangerous occupation.
Dying booted and spurred had lost Its
early fascination for them. The only
time to be sure of a bandit's reformationis wlieu he is too old to work
at his trade. Ptare overlooked this
great principle of his vocation. He
was too young to reform.

A Gentle Woman.
Through the death of Mrs. James

Ppeykb her friends have suffered a

groat loss, the city has suffered a

great loss. Her friends and her charitiesand the institutions to which
sho pave aid ana inspiration win

miss her keenly, and all of onr six
millions of people will miss her. The
measure of their loss this vaster
number will never understand, and
yet all these are poorer without her
gentle spirit.

Horse Sense.
The expression horse sense is often

iused with respect to individuals of
the human family. Its origin is
difficult to determine. It has beeu
said that the horso possesses a one
track mind. He learns slowly, but
having grasped what is wanted of
him he will do It as a matter of
routine day after day unless somethinghappens to upset him, and then
his education In mo3t instances goes
for naught.
The horse between the shafts of a

milk wagon will remember after a

while every stopping place on his
route, but If frightened Into running
away he will be as unreasoning and
hard to control as though his duties
had not made him a part of a system.
The lire horse knows the ineanlDg of
the fire alarm gong and is ready at
the first sound to rush to his place.
The same impulse animates the thoroughbredschooled to the barrier at
the race course, and many of us are
familiar with (he expedient of ringingthe bell lu the starter's stand on
the trotting track to stop horses which
have lost their drivers by accident
in the course of the heat, the ringing
of a bell being the signal that a talse
score has been made and that the
Iiirr&eo uru w it'LUi u iv; tut; oiai uu§

point for another try.
The homing instinct Is strongly ImplantedIn the natures of all animals.

The dog probubly will overcome

greater obstacles and travel further
than any other member of the four
footed tribe In order to return to a

familiar place, but occasionally horses
possessing more Intelligence than the
average of their kind will give evidenceof remarkable reasoning power
of ihe same sort.
There Is, for Instance, the case of

the farmer who wagered that one of
his horses knew the difference between^Saturday utid Sunday, and
also the* difference between these
days and the other duys of the week,
lie proved It by sending his children
to school with the horse every school
day. A turn to the right at a certaincrossroads had to be made in
order to rencb the school. On Monday,Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday Dobbin, with the reluH
slack, never made a mistake, but
uf»on being hitched on Saturday and

mer an mat rnu rl tpll h thA

same driver ho turned to the loft at
the crossroads and went to market
In the nearest town, as he had been
dolnsr for a numlter of yearn. On
Sunday he went straight on paist the
crossroad* to the churrh. By what
mental process had he fathomed the
division of his labors?
The mule hits often been credited

with more hraln power than the
horse. Mules employed In hauling the
cars In the depths of the anlt mine
at Avorys Island In the State of
Louisiana know when It Is noon on

Saturday. They are taken Into the
mine on Monday morning and remain
there till noon on Sntnrday. At the
usual signal sounded at that hour
Instead of marching off to their quartersfor their ration they make on

Saturday for the hoist which Is to
carry them to the surface.
Their delight In reaching the open

air Is akin to that of schoolboys releasedfor piny. They stabd for a

few moments blinking In the sunshineand then chase one another
about, the of the week forgotten.
When tired of this tlMy roll In the
sand pits, which are a part of every
establishment planned with a thoujh'
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j for tho' well being of horse or mule,
and having shaken themselves they

tt'are ready for the feed trough.
There was a pathetic touch In a

31 despatch recently printed In this
t nc\vspui>er telling how revenue otfl1eers captured a moonshiner In North
- Carolina. They found a quantity of
- whiskey In a buggy' to which an old
i mare was hitched. They settled down

to watch for tho uppenrance of the
1 owner, but when lute evening came

, and no one appeared to claim the
t outht tho expedient was adopted of
i turning the mare loose and following
. to see where she went.

Straight to the home of the moonjshiner wont the fulthful creature, only
to be repudiated by her owner. The

. revenue agents knew they were on

. the right track, but could make no
arrest until children rushing from the
house greeted old Molly affection*
ately, the mare returning the saluttutlon of her little friends by that

: low nicker of delight those wbo love
the horse know so well. Thus her
faithfulness and Intelligence rroved

[ the undoing of her master. From all
of which it might bo argued that the
horse is not the best exemplar of
horse sense.

Where Tried Men Are Needed.
' Since confirmation by tbe Senate
of the two Interstate Commerce Commissionappointments now pending
has become a mechanical Impossibilityowing to the near approach of
adjournment, a movement Is on foot
to Induce Senator Harding to renora!Innte tho present acting members immediatelyupon his Inauguration as
President. The purpose Is to secure
unbroken and undiminished action by
the commission, which would be
badly crippled by reduction of Its
membership. It is also thought well
to retain in the public service two
Commissioners who now haveN ten
months' experience In the work, who
have actually many Important ques1tlons In hand and whose conduct
while iu office has given uulversul
satisfaction.
The two unconfirmed Commissionersarc Professor Henry Jones Ford

of Frlnceton and Mark W. Pdttei
of New York. Both are Democrats
hut neither Is n nnllfiHiin r>nf n mill-

tant. Nor does their political allegiancecomplicate the situation In any
way. President Harding will have
four appointments to make Immediately.Besides the two pluces filled
ad Interim, there has heen formonthp
one actual vacancy. President Witson'snominee for It never having
qualified and Commissioner Robert
W. Woolley resigned on January 1
and no one has been named to take
bla place.
Under the law two of these places

must he tilled by Democrats and two
by Republicans. Naturally the new
President will select two members of
his own party for the two vacancies.
Since he must appoint Democrats It
Is argued that he may well choose
the two who have experience In their
favor ami who have demonstrated;
their usefulness as members of the
commission. It Is understood that
their colleagues set a high value on
the work already done by Messrs.
Ford and Potter and earnestly desire
their continuance on the commission.
The organization Is overloaded with
work of the highest importance to the
railroads and the public and fears the
delay involved In the breuking in of
four new members at once.

Assistant Secretary Roosevelt.
As Assistant Secretary of the Navy

In President McKinlky's first term

Theodore Roosevelt did a great work
promoting efficiency in the fl<>et and
preparing the nuvy to defend the
nation, lie left his desk in the Navy
Department to organize the Rough
Riders. With them he fought in
Cbiba. Then followed the iovernoralilpof New York, the Vlce-PrcslIdency and the Presidency.
When President Harding's Secre-,

tnry of the Navy enters office another
Tiibodobe Roosevelt 'will take up tho
work of Assistant Secretary. He ha*
already won Ills army title; he wears;
to-day the honorable mill tar* design*-1
tlon his father so highly vaffe.<l.

Colonel Theodore Roosevelt comes
to this high office at a very young age
with an inherited inspiring fnmlly,
record. May 1make good in the
same measure "n which his distinguishedfather made good. Tub New
Yob* IIfbaed's congratulations to
Teddt.

"Tho bank," says the story of a Chicagorobbery. "will forglvo the clerk
If ho returns 1772,000." Tho quality
of mercy strained through a inc. h of
gold.

John' R. Farr of ftcranton. Pennsylvania,who took his seat In the House
of Representatives yesterday for the
llrst time, having contested the electionof his opponent, who was success-
ful on tho face of the returns, will bo
paid $21,000 salary and allowances for
sorting six days In CongTesa. It seems
like ti groat deal of money, but If Mr.
Faiir Is a useful, wise and foreslghtcd
lawmaker he may be well worth It to
his country.

In spite of what villains, are saying
about this fair city, tlid fact remains
that at the present time only twentyiono city and county officials and employeesare under IndictmentIt

la now predicted that the world
will come to an end March I, and a

great host of LXemooratlc Job holders
are sure something almost as bad will
happen throe days later.

The labor leaders who are shouting
for American freedom In the guise of
special Immunities should learn that in
the last analysis freedom means ahsoIlute equality under the law for every|body and never can mean anything
else.

T.
fcvin ptlos.

Kntclter--Do the children Of your bratn
provide Income tsx exemption?
Author.Tee, they don't h:lnf !» enough

(*0 pay on.

T
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Poem* Worth Reading.
The Murder of tbe Innocent*.

Purgente'J by Tun Ntftr Tout HmiLU's
pictured of the Romanoffs In exile.

I.
Behold them In the surden they have

made.
M ae aapiosa cnuaren these, whose only

blame
Was that they bore an old Imperial

name1
For this Fate hnavlehly with thein has

played,
Long months while aha her crushing

hand but stayed
To make the surer of her compassed

camel
This garden where they toiled to fruitagecame,
But their hope* withered, while their

doom delayed.
What eyes can eee this picture nor grew

dim
For these peer children ever uader

guard?
Thle boy, born on the T>ay of Seraphim
(The saint that could or would not eave

his ward J) :
His sister, too, arms wreathed around

her pet . . .

(Who sees this picture ones ahall net jforget.
n. 1

At least I count these of the children
lost

Whom Europe through all day* to, come
must mourn

As flowers from her stem untimely
torn:

These gulluless ones were hither, thither
tossed,

Then swept Into the flaming holocaust,
Not less than those that in Fair France

were shorn,
Or Belgium's darlings who to death

were borne
When flrat their pathway that blond

werewolf crossed I

Tes, ev'n as they, these, toe, were aao-

The Beast that Blew them, safe within
his lair

In Moscow's heart, defies the creed of
Christ . . .

You ask.young children In the picture
there,

With haunted eyes.why yet your murdererlives.
Of If the world forgets, or If forgives!

ICdith M. Thomas.
» -»

John Keute.
"Here Ilea one whose name le writ in water."

Yea. "writ In water," child of the earth
and sky,

Sprung from the sod, yet winging from
on high:

Untainted, blithe, in beauty's passion
strong

And shimmering with the rainbow hues
of song!

Jokh Jct.omjo Root.irr.

So Tun Are dene.
Bo you ere gone, are gone inte the

night,
And I am left in loneliness apart,
As Is some Island on a vast sea chart

Where no fair sail conies billowing Into
sight;

So you are gono, who are my soul's
delight.

The one flower In the garden ef my
heart

That evermore without the aid of art
Keeps Its unfolding petals pure and

white.

Bo j^>u are gone, there Is ne werd or
prayer.

No deep petition flung upon the w'.r.d,
Will win you back since duty hldfi
you go;

let haply when some flush of morning
air

Tinges the sky the awaiting hills be-
hind,

\*ou will return agaia . . . aae
T shall know!

f!r.txttav BrtAt.i

The Thrash at Belly hewer.
< I'ro.n the Hanson Citv Star.

I wonder In the evening.
In the dusky evening hour,

If a thrush Is singing sweetly
In the glen at Ballybower;

If his notes are rapturous, golueu,
As on dusk-sweet eves I knew,

When the fairies crept to listen,
As I stood alone with you.1

I'm hoping In the evening,
In the calm, sweet, evening hour.

That there's sadness In a thrush's song
In far off Ballybower;

That a lingering note of longing
Palls upon your listening ear.

Stirring vague regrets and yearnings
Per a voice you cannot hear.

Katiishi.vb Hsblmax.

My I)roam Girl. I
Pram the Lai Angtlee Tkhee.

Hushed In the wind and all the stars are
sleeping 1

A radiant presence, tinged with dreams.
Is creeping

To our old tryst beneath the nine trees
sighing.

And all my heart, with yearnings
strange Is crying.

"She comes! the dream girl I have long
awaited I" h

Bee where she stands with arms out-
stretched ! 'tis fated j,

That we should meet In dreatna In,'this life never
Can she be mine I No power on earth

can sever '

The union of our souls! But I am crar-;
lng i

The fragrance of her lips! 'twould he
the saving

Of one who walks alone In pain and
sorrow (|1

And dreads the rath that he must choece
the morrow.

Hushed Is the w!nd and all the star*
Ire sleeping!

Bhe has departed hence 1 and I am weeping.
Tet have 1 kissed her hand#! In this

caressing
Rhe leaves with me my Ideals and her

blessing.
And they will guide me to that glorious

ending
"From death to Ufa," while she Is o'er

me bending.
RALm TOtJVOHU«*V».

To dob# Keats.
O Toot! Didst thou think tha* ne'er,

again ,

Thy Nightingale would sing on any
night

Of any summer.hushed fore'T the,
strain.

Dying, as to the eya tome lovely
sight? i

Ah, mind thee of thine own words otherwhere
(Art's lordship In one realm acknowledging)
Of two among thy Oreek urn's

sculptured throng:
"Forever wilt thou love and she be

fair . . .*
Bo, while men read, thy Nightingale

shall, sing.
Kong mode Immortal hy Immortal 0
song I-r.rrro.v Smart.

I
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Problem of the 1
A Road to Happiness V

Back in the G
To Tan New Yoruc IU.iu.i.0I can

tell "A. W." what will help his wife.
It will take heroic sacrifice on his pari
and that of hla arrowing family, but lt'f
the only sure cure where Intellectual
compunction has set In, due In this case,
it would seem, to germ Infection from
feministic urge.
By "A. W.'s" own account this woman

has already performed herculean labors
of altruistic devotion, flhe has In all
conscience contributed hor sharo In over,
flowing measure to the useful work of
the world and should at once be lnduqted
Into the honors and emoluments of her
r:gntiui piace in the reserves. If "A. AV."
really wlshee to save her mlddlo age he
must turn about face and loosen at least
a score of the shackles that are dragging
more and more heavily upon her.
He must secure to her and Insist upon

her taking as her Just duo a whole lot
of tlmo for herself. Doubtless like the
rest of us aho had In her youth Ideals
of Intellectual or artistic achievement.
Her love for him swamped for a time
her Instinct for solf-development, but
this. If long suppressed, has left sore
spots of which he may well beware, for
If neglcctod now they will spread till
in old age they become an obsession of
irritation and unrest. "A. W." knows
some one thing.very likely useless to
himself and In Us nature even setting
him back.his wife would simply love
to be doing. Xt Is up to him to givo her
now, with absolute unselfishness, a selfrespectingchance to do It

I can best Illustrate what I mean from
my own experience, X «m a woman In
tho sixties. More and more my ruling
passion reverts to what it was In the
vivid days of early girlhood.to know,
to ask and even to learn. My husband
Is the same, so we cut on*. ..on-essentialsand llvo In simplicity away baok
in our Connecticut hills. Little worry
V.vo over our small housekeeping, sharo
and shared alike, but the golden leisure
of winter for reading the significant
books of the day and the freedom to
believe what we please, a luxury in theEe
times of legislated mental pabulumwell,if they'll guarantee heaven to be
anything like it we'll condescend to go
thero when we're through he?e!

I\>r a concrete Instance, oflo thing I
am spending months on at pvesent Is
harmony. Always molodies have kept
coming Into my mind, every lyric was

sung and so remembered. But I did
not study rnuslc until past forty and
only lately have I become ablo really to
compose. ,

^
AAhat more fascinating pursuit than

learning to use the piano like clay to
carry on with intelligence the intriguing
alternation of consonance and dissonance
any sounded chord sets going? It la
work requiring concentration, a sensitive
memory and courngo for endless details,
all of wliloh things occupy the attention
to tlio exclusion of self-castlgat Ion. One
Is sure one Is cooing something and tho
mind Is made whole. Moreover, tho reactionsof any loved art or study pursuedfor its own sake on tho emotions
and Imagination are priceless for old age.
Over that twilight they cast a roseate
hue recalling onco more the glories of
life's morning.
Now If "A. AAV' Is minded to take up

In earnest tho difficult task, in this day
and ago of the world, of restoring to
happiness a wife fallen Into discontent,
ho will need moral bracing and I would
recommend as a tonic at hand that he
read "The Llfo and Death of Harriet
Frean," just flnlshod In tho North A mericanKorieto for March. Not that his
wife, so efficient and unselfish, resembles
in the least tho ineffectual and anachronisticHarriot, but tlio picture hero
drawn of age stealing upon u woman,
maid or married, devoid of the stimulus
afforded by congenial Intellectual preoccupations,is an 'orrible example of
what mental atrophy does to its victims
and will motivate "A. "W." to action.
Probably ho had better not pass on the
took to his wife Just yet; it is too pathological.May Sinclair haa written it not
with the pen but with tho scalpel. She
has deftly carved off from overy portion
of the anatomy of woman quivering sliversol' flesh that make her work a. marvelfor the laboratory, but hardly conduciveto the gayety of the family circle.

Panacea.
I)ANBcnT, Conn., February 20.

Not a Failure, hut a Success.
To Tun New Yoiik Herald: The letterof "A. W." is a beautiful tribute to

that rapidly disappearing being known
as clod's greatest gift to man, a mother,
wife and friend, and I am impelled to

Parepa and Patti.
The Voire* and tho Art of Two l.roat

Singer* Compared.
To The N«w York; Herald ; I have

read the various letters regarding
Parcpa-Jtosa, the popular singer of fifty
rears ago. She was undoubtedly a Ann
urtlat, though the praise lavished upon
her by some of her admirers seems

ixtravagant. To say, for example, an

one of them does. that she was the
greatest of all singers and that even
Pattl "fell short of her In every respect,
no far as voice was concerned," Is a
mistake.
They were not In the same class.

Paropa, though alio began with the
lghter Italian opeias and hlngilsh baledoperas, such as Balfe's "Satanella"
ind "Tim Bohemian Olrl," was a dramaticsoprano. \orn«a, Jlonua Anna
ind Ke:ta In "Oberon" wero three of her
6!es. Incidentally, I have the libretto
>f "Oberon," as performed by the
Parepa-Uosa Opora Company In 1S70,
vhlch differs In some Important respects
from the version at present In use at
:he Metropolitan.
Pattl, on the other hand, was a lyric

oprano, who excelled also In coloraturo
>artR. The nest critics 01 ner aay were

tnanlmoun that an a Ringer pure and
Imple she was unsurpassed. When ahe
vas In liar prime, between the year.
S«o and .885, her voice was of purest
told and nothing seemed too difficult
'or her art. Her mojt popular rOlo In
Vow York was SeintramUle, which does
lot appear to haw been In I'aropa's rep-
rtonr, though It was sung by Grlsl and
rietjens
It is perhaps the most florid soprano

'art ever written, but It was child's
'lay for Pattl, so Rossini still further
mhelltshed tie music, as he did also
hat of 7?otiso In "The liarber of He Ille."So less an authority than \ftte.
!emi»rlch liai said that "Pattl happ >t ed

>nly once." a remarkable trlbuto from
>ne gi at artist to another.
Hike Ma y Garden, Thiropo -Rowt wa*

i A

Discouraged Wife
Zhich Has Been Travelled
onnecticut Hills.
ask the author why tt is necessary for
any ono even to attempt to convince
his wife that lier lifo has not been u

complete failure when reality It has
been a splendid success.
Ho has a loving wUe, she lias him

and they both have a home, children and
friends. Ilia description of his wife's
home and social life leaves nothing to
be desired. Is he sure that he is not
In some way to blamo for the doubt in
his wife's mind?
Let htm gather his children around

lilm, tako his wife in Ids arms and say
"See what you have done for me, for
God and for your country." Let him
tell her tho story of Cornelia's Jewels;
let him remind hor of the groat Master's
remark, "Buffer little children fo come

unto me, for of such la tho Kingdom
of Heaven."

In tho sanctity of the home. In the
character of parents, very largely rests
the stability of the nation, and God help
thle or any other nation t^hon It ceases

to produce such women da this man's
wife!

If he cannot convince her that bo far
her life has been a grand success then
no one con. F. L. S.
Now Yorx, February 26.

A Talent to Cultivate.
To Tub New Yoiuc Herald : "A. tv.'s"

wife deserves all the praise ho has given
her. I can understand how she feels
about "not having dono anything worth
while." Family duties must be done
over and over again, and no matter how
well done, they seem drab and odorless
at best
"A W.'a" wife la a capable woman

and could do anything elio set her mind
on. Sho may have talent for music, art
or litorary work; perhaps sho could
write a book in direct contradiction of
tho one she has road which has so discouragedher. An hour a clay set aside
for study of some kind would bring a

different outlook on life and would make
hor happier.
At a concert last summer I listened

to the sweet singing of a white haired
lady in her sixties. Sho had studied
lato In life and hor voice was lovely.
That was something accomplished. Let
"A. W." llnd out where his wife's talent
lies and let her start now. Some of our
famous people started out "doing something"late In life and accomplished
tilings worth while. It Is never too
lato. Locisb Mitchkl.
New Yonx, February 26.

Sacrifices of a Mother.
To The New York Herald : It is unfortunateIndeed that a woman who has

been so perfectly In tune and harmony
with all there Is In life which Is beautifuland good for eighteen years should
suddenly find herself out of tune, as It
were, and a complete failure by simply
reading some trashy novel, undoubtedly
written by one who has no children and
whose sacrifices in life have been those
of theory rather than of practlco.
No man living could or would go

through tho terrible ordeal, the hours of
worry, the days of sacrifice, the sleeplessnights or the months of donbt and
uncertainty which are but part of the
lot of the mother. Multiply this by four,
then add tho sacrifices of comfort and
personal ease In order that the home
may be properly run, friends helped and
like tasks accomplished, and It Is evidentshe has not only done more than
her duty on earth but has laid up for
herself treasures In heaven. "A. W."
has a wife who Is one In a thousand.
New York, February 26. M. U.

Let Iler Children Call Her Blessed.
To Tun New Youic Hbbald : I once

heard a young man say to his mother
when slio was wondering If her ll£e had
been worth while: "I think to bring a

child Into the world, to care for him
us you have done for me, to train him
In ways of uprightness, in kindness and
consideration for others, to be brave and
manly and clean In thought and word.
that Is a big worth v/hllc, mother."
Let "A. W.'a" children tell their

mother this of what she has done for
them, tell how her care and training
have helped and aro helping them In
their lives and work. And let them
not stop with telling once, but lot her
know of times when her Influence Is
helping In a different place, and that they
inust do well and right for her sake.
Let "her children rise up and call her

blessed" while she Is with them to
hear It A. B.
Albany, February 20.

born In Scotland, though her father was

a Rumanian boyar. Her popularity was

greatest on this side of the Atlantic, for
she sang almost the tame rftles as the
famous dramatlo soprano Tletjens, who
was the Idol of British muelo lovers,
but who unfortunately did not visit
America until shortly before her death.
Grove's Dictionary of Music and Muelrl...ie,a standard authority, says of
Farepa-Kosa that she obtained only mod-
orate success In opera but won almost
from the first a great reputation in oraj
torlo and In the concert room.

NdW YortK, February 26. A. K. .

Pleasure Taken Sadly.
(Mistrial inns at Hotels and on

a Boardwalk by the Sea.
To The New Tonic Hmrald: It used

to be said tliut the lingllsh took their
pleasures sadly, but I fear this saying
will bo turned over on Americans.

T have Just returned froni Atlantic
City, whore I made same observations.
People But around in the big hotels and
read solemnly or gazed penalvoly out
at the ocean. Even In tho dining room
thero wus very little conversation and
one hardly ever heard a laugh. Once,
Indeed, a man of jovial aspect exploded,
whereat all tho diners started nervously
and shifted in their seats.
Out on tho Boardwalk pedestrians

marched up and down with an air which
seemed to say "Please remember I am

UU1"|» una L'/ Viirv uww n vi uvin. s\n

for those In roller chairs, well, they
seemed to have lost all their Illusions
ami, In a manner of irpeatelnar, to be dead
to the world.

"Oh," I sighed, "for a little gayetyl
How much better It would be for those
people than ozone or anything olee 1"

(

new York, February 2(1. DtsNKif.

Recipe for Sewee.
(

U'TatlJS held the bride*.
"1 don't cross it bofoi-e I come to It and

the others don't cross It sfter they come
to It," ho oapldtnri. j

^

\

That "One Flat Phrase.''
Sentence in the Gettysburg Address'

Criticised by Goldwin Smith.
To Tim New Yor:; ilmiALD: 13. J.

I wards aske what uoldwin Smith cr.as.
actortaed as the* "one flat phrasa" i*.

'Lincoln's Gettysburg'Address. Tim chat
actorlzatlon la Professor Smith's, but i*
wna his biographer, and not he, whs
said that the phrase is obvious ("<Jol>\
win Smith, Ilia JJfe and Opinions," l-.-»
Arnold Kaullaln, pp. 235 and 23t»). Ann
It It obvious.
Tho address opens with mention of tha

now nation our lathers brought forth on
this continent, and then, after reference
to thd civil tviir. At flisA tiwiA *»**

nation's endurance, proceeds: "We are
met on a great battlefield of that "war.
We havo come to dedicate a portion of
that field as a final resting place fog
those who gave their lives that that
nation, might live."
The "flat phrase" Immediately follows,

namely, "It Is altogether fitting and
proper that xVc should do this."
The succeeding words are these: "But

In a larger sense we cannot dedicate, we
cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this
ground."

I thlnlc that all must agree that the
noble orutlon. as Professor Smith properlycalled It, would bo the bettor were
the phrase In question omitted. Let
any one who doubts this hear the orationread first with and then without
the phrase; for, he It observed, It Is not
the thought but the form In which its
expression was attempted that prompted
Professor Smith's characterization of the
phrase, and the thought Is sufficiently
Implied In the first use of tho word
"dedicate," without further attempt to
express It. Henry E. Davis.

"Wasiiinoton, February 25.

"it Am i "
Au Etj mologist's Amendment to m

Chicago Educator's Ruling.
To Tun Nuw York Hcrald: The controversyas to tho propriety of using

"It is mo" Instead of "It Is I," recently
revived by school Superintendent EdwardJ. Tobln of Chicago, Is several centuriesold. It aroee from the fact that
from the earliest times there were In
use in the languages of Europe two
sounds that served to Indicate the personspeaking. In English thoy appear
as "I" and "me," tho older form of "I"
being "la" Considered etymologtcaliy
the correct form la "It am I," and this
Is the way in which tho phrase was
used by Cliaucer in "Tho Knlghtea Tale,"
lines 14Ca and 1788:

Who coudo rlmo in English proprely
Hla tnartirdom? forsooth It am not L

I am thy mortal fo, and It am I
That loveth so hoots Emails tho bright.
That I wold ilea present in hiro sight.
And again In "The Sohlpmannej Tale,"

line 212:
Up to hh- housbond this wlf Is y-goon.
And knokkcth at hla doro boldely.
"Quy est la?" quod ho. "Peter, It am I,"
Quod schs.
Then we have the immortal Shakespeare:"A foolish knight; that's me!"

."Twelfth Night," Act II., scene 8.
lino 87.

In the vernacular of England both "It
la I" and "It Is mo" are used, and "16
Is me" finds greater favor with the
throng. But grammarians arc arrayed

It Tl.,. tl.~* . -

always suy "It la I," never "It la me,"
and that tho same course must be lotlowedwith every personal pronoun followingtho verb "to be" and In apportionwith lta subject The came sort
of error Is made In such a phrase aa
"Sho Is better looking than mo," In
which, If the elliptical verb were suppiled,tho corroct construction would
readily be seen to be "She Is better lookingthan I (am)."

FIU.NK H. VlZETILhT.
Nuw York, February 26.

Taxing Motor TruJ:s.
The t'nsprung Weight a Factor ia

Calculating Road Damage.
To The New York Heiulld : The grrag

reason for the existence of the motoy
truck Is that the publlo demands it, b»*
cause greater quantities of goods la
small low can be transported by It
faster and for less cost than by any
other carrier. The railroads do not
compete with the truok In short haul
traffic, and I believe they realize it.
Their field lies In carrying large ahlpmentsover considerable distances.
By all means let the motor truck pay

Its Just share In the upkeop and renewalof highways, but let us Insist oa
the JUEtice thereof. It would be a mis-
take to est a prohibitive tax rate on all
trucks above a certain arbitrary ca*

paclty, In the present Instance 4.#99»
tons. The Government has Issued bulletinsshowing that in tests a 6 ^ ton
chain driven trucl: damaged the roads
actually less than a three ton worm
driven truck. Cognisance should be
taken of such elements.

Further, pneumatic tires produce leee
Impact than solids. This also should
be recognised. % There are several other
factors governing road wear that should
be taken Into account, because this la
a time when ooeti should be kept dows
and legislation which may penalise a
certain form of transportation unfairly
may thereby add to the prices of many
commodities handled by It

I<et us try to introduce a correctle*
factor based on unsprung weight lnta
truck tax calculations, ro that those
big trucks which do relatively little dam-j
age with their very wide tires may con-(
tlnuo to carry large burdens of nicest!-]
ties with despatch.anrl with only one

loading and unloading.for the benefit)
of the many consumers, and so that the
revenue paid by any truck to the State'
may be strictly In accordance with the
actual wear it Is responsible for. end
not merely In compliance with an empiricalruling convenient for the. legislators
but whloh any man connected with tha
automotive bnilntos known In wronr

Kami n.jaLiv MaSTILL*.
IIxmpstl'ad, February 2d.

Daring th» Blamr.^
Fro)71 ttis Kansas CUu Star.

"Legls'.ady,'' the now word which eama
from Topeka ohout th* time tha present
Lrflstaturo convened and hooked onto tha
Kansas language so quickly and neatly,
was coined by Mrs. Harvey Parsons ot
Topeka. bo tvo team fmrn Toronto Kelley,
r ho keeps accurate record of such crenta.

Aa Arkaaaa* Diana.
From th* CusaeltviUe Courier-Dtinoiliwl.
8*1 Frlnes caught a fine wildcat tut

reek.
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