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“FIGHT!”

Morals Not Aided by Talk, Immodest Dress Bad Taste

'Women May Be Spoiling Young Men, Presid-

ing Head of Protestant Episcopal Church

' Hears, but He Does Not Believe Gen-
eralizations About Lax Morality

and Is Wholly Hopeful of
the :Future

HAT are we to say about the new generation, not the generation of
to-morrow but of this afternoon? Are the young men less mascu-
line than their fathers? Are the young women less feminine than
their mothers? This is putting the question too politely. Use the words

to be heard daily in society, they are brutal but they mean more.
The prevailing feeling among New York society matrons is one of

intense disquiet. The following is a fair sample of what they say when
they are talking “close to the bone” about their sons and daughters:
“When my daughter receives an invitation to a coming out tea or
dance she refrains from accepting until she has canvassed her young men
friends for one who will positively be at the party and give her what
dances and other attentions she needs in order not to be a wall flower.
If she finds one of the youths of her set disengaged it is then incumbent
on her to invite him to dine with us on the night of the affair and arrange
to take him there in our car or in another her father provides. She
r orders (and we pay for) her own bouquet, and includes a gardenia for,

i his coat.

In a word, and not to dwell on the horrid details, every pro-

vision is made to keep him from spending a penny.

“It is the same when my daughter asks a young man to the play or
the opera. He gets dined, escorted, suppered, he is always a guest who
If not honored (and he certainly is not honored by the chaperon) is

feared,

“Whhat do you think of conditions like these as being productive of

a strong masculine society?

They may seem to be exaggerated. Ask

the mother of any girl who came out this year, and if she has confidence
} in your discretion she will tell you that what I have said falls away be-

low the facts.”

With witnesses like these to bolster up prevailing gossip, a NEW
YORK HERALD reporter asked for and was accorded an interview with
Bishop Gailor to find out if he, as the head of every sort of information
stream from the innumerable congregations of a church whose influence
"is felt around the world, knew what was happening to fashion the char-

. acter of its younger members in whose hands must lie the future of the

church.

The reasons for selecting him as a spokesman and for choosing the
Episcopalian Church as a leader in any movement to counteract these

l social tendencies, if there be such a movement, seem obvious as soon'
as they are stated. The Episcopalians have always granted a great deal

. of liberty of thought and action to their young people.

As a denomina-

tion it has never been socially narrow; not so long ago in smaller cities

than New York it was criticised for permitting this freedom.

This'

church has never banned innocent card playing; from ne first it coun-

tenanced dancing and like innocuous amusements,

I' does not promul-

gate blue laws and it has kept its skirts from puritanism. But the license

| of this church has been humanly administered and it realizes that cer-

tain ways lead inevitably to destruction.

e [‘HAT you tell me of conditions
existing socially In New York
has never come under my ob-

* servation,” safd Blshop Gallor. “If they do
exlst, then the young men of to-day must re-
celve n severe lesson. Women are spolling
them, for that's what these tales amount to,

Women must be tanght to keep thelr hands

off, from no higher motlve than polley;

they must give these 'necepting’ young fel-
lows a lesson In indifference,

“What rightminded woman, even In thls
aige of feminism, wonld enre to have n hand
in forming a generatlon of mollycoddles?
These women who set the socinl success

| of their davghters above every other con-
slderation will have to bhe taught,

“But 1s the new generation one of molly-
coddles? | guess not. Think back three or
four years—think of the war; were those
hoys of ours to be stigmatized so?

“I never dld belleve much in Inrge gen-
erallzations. It has been my experience
that stuch things are drawn from o few peér-
sonal Instances, I read that a Bishop has
snld that Buropean clvillzation has avan-
doned Christian ldeals apd turned to mate-
rial idenls, owing to the teachings of Buro-
pean universities; I read that clvilization
in Europe s at the point of death and that
It will die surely unless we send it spiritual
uid, mutertnl ald not belng enough to save
It; T reud that the death of European clvil-
izatlon means the deanth of Christlan clvil-

~ Ization lu Amerlea as elsewhere. 1 clearly

' remember to have heard dismal eronkings
like these before.

Fresh Reports From Women
Who Will Help the Young
“We have just held the anntnl meeting
of the hoard over which I have the honor to
preside. Reports of all sorts have been In-
cluded in itsconaideration. They were par-
tlenlarly full from the varlous large wom-
en's socleties connected with the church.
The tendencles you mentlgn were not ta-
boo, but llstened to respectfully and full
support and encouragement given to the
noble women who outlined thelr efforts to
, help our young people, and, Indoed, all
yonng people. The Eplscopallan Church |s
very Jenlous of the training of 1ts children,
"Geing beyond the Immedinte spicitun!
needs of the young and this gossip abont
their social training, or the lack of it, to the
ritve Iteelf 1 have mnch less use in this
Frtad applieation then ever to the mouthfil
of worda of the generallger: ‘All men are
Hurs,” “The world Is golog to the desil) &

Who knows where the world ls golug? I
pooh-pooh these sayings, shich do not ap-
peal to me. We each see our little coterie,
and what happens to s members we are
apt to think Influences the vast globe. That
poor lady whose daughter had to buy at-
tention for her child sees nothing but a few
of her own hangers-on, and I fear she ex-
hibits but little dignity.

“For my part I've never had any speclal
experience with the soclal condltions yon
outline; all I know is that the Eplscopalian
Chureh mwembers are spending more money
freely for thelr religlon than they ever did
before, and this is a straw to show that
thelr interest Increases rather than dimin-
Ishes, becanse this money Is spent altruls-
tically. The pew owner In St. Thomas's
or In any other beautiful church who enjoys
the cushioned seat, the fine musle, all the
go-called luxury of his environment, and

pays for these things, Is getting only his

quid pro quo. He is not to be censured nor
commended, Bnt what he pays In contri-
butions to China, to Japan, Liberia, Hawall
Is outalde personal comfort, and the money
he glves to sustaln the =oelal service work
of the church represents what he ls dolng
for his religion.

“And the Eplscopallan Church ls spend-

‘Ing two and one-half times as much In these

ways ae [t ever did before. [Does this indl-
ente less Interest or more being tuken In
the church? Ah, I tell you that when a
mun speaks in the language of the pocket-
book he exhibits a vital interest,

“1 don't wish to be considered what I
nm not-—that 1s, a blind and foollsh optimist.
But T belleve stanchly In the future of this
church and I have ample grounds for my
belief. The only hopeless condition of hu-
man soclety 1s the conditlon of torpid, Inert
self-complacency,

“The church has to fight and fight all
the time. That's the law of her life. When
ghe stops flghting she won't be allve,

“But when there's a serlous end hefore
ber, n true battle with possible conquest at
the end, when there ls n movement townard
some point, when she embarks upon a new
spiritunl and Intellectunl adventure, (eeln
ont for vew thinga (not Always meeting
with universal approval in hér renchings),
then the church ls allve. Then she recog-
nizes evils In whatever strange and nel
forms they appear and she starts out to
combat them. She doos *his unselfishly
nand as If inviting tronble; she wanis 41f-
flenlty and trouble and does not want su-
prinences and ease. [ prefer the militant
attitude,

“The and

umitive Inapiration of the

@
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position in ecclesiastical circles. Beécause of this the accompanying
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ment—gpeople do openly to-day things that
they used to do In secret.”
“What things do you refer to?"”

church 18 an eternal discontent with things
as they are,

“This I8 my view of the responsibility
of the church—a responsibility not to be
shirked In these glorious stirring times.
We live In a marvellons epoch, where things
happen. There never was an epoch so
splendid in opportunity unless it was the
age of HElizabeth. Then, too, there were
chances to do things as there are now;
then there was fighting In the werld, fight-
Ing to be had against doers of evil;
they are present to-day In other ways, In
such a time of spiritual conflict I want to
play the man and get In it

“And 1 should tremble for the church
as some of my clerieal friends seem to be
doing it she, too, did not get Into the thick
of the fight. But let thelr knees knock to-
gether ag they will, they ean't keep the
church out."

Bishop Gallor it a clgar nnd sald that
he thonght he had sald enough, that, In
fact, he had already sald more than he In-
tended to at the beglnning. Yet when he
wns asked to prove his preference for par-
tienlars by Instancing n few he amilably
dld so.

“The world is not a hit more wicked
than It has been =everal times before,” he
anld, “and In fact, slnce what people enll
wickedness and atiribute to the wnr's after
effects Is belng fonght agninst, I should
call the world improved, or lkely soon to
be so,

“And here is one slgn of vast Improve-

“Well, many things that were hidden
from motives of hypoerisy, or because they
were not considered respectable or what is
ecalled ‘done by nice people’ These are
trifles in themselves, but the fact thai few
men are ashamed nowadays of a degree of
honest poverty means something of growth
of personal honesty, Men In general make
few pretences, T find, and I think this open-
ness admirable and encouraging for other
things. Men no longer feel that they mmst
nssume plety when they have It not. I
find that sort of spiritual Independence the
best ground to work In.

“Perhaps we are not yet accustomed to
changes that have heen wronght for us sud-
denly. One of these Is the soccess of the
feminist movement. Certnin old fogles ke
myself are walting to see what It will pring.
I have no doubt of the harvest. I never
Jolned the chorus of those who feared that
it would shake the foundations of soclety,
but I am still awakening to [tx effects,
However, T try to view all the aspects of
the new position of womnn with equanimity,
and It Is ensy for me to do so becanse I
have great admiration for and confidence in
Wwoman.

“That admiratlon will never change.
Never will It change In any real man. The
girls of todday are ns fine and as high
minded as any girls ever were, and that 18
saylng much  I've got two mighty fine

Episcopalian Women to Lift Moral Standards

HE Woman's Auxillary to the Ecu-

I menleal Council presented at its

k Intest meeting the following appeal

to the women in the church to help raisn
present day moral standards. Besidea this
all ta the maln councll, the countrywide
ancleties connected with Eplscopallan work
are the Girls Friendly, Daughters of the
King, Church Perlodical Club, Gulld of 8t
Parnahas for Nurses, Church Mlsslons of
Help, &e.

The appeal was ltsued by the executive
board of the Waman's Auxillary to the pre-
#iding Bishep and council:

“Show me your women and T will tell
you what you are.” said n wise man In
Judging n nation—a remark  which
recognizes the fact that the standards

and habita of women largely shape the
destiny of mankind.

We helleve that the position and char-
acter of Ameriean women have been a
great asact in the 1ife of this nation, and
that, through increasing opportunities
to express her |deals, the American
woman has a still greater contribution
to make,

At this moment of our history, how-
ever, partly as a result of the world
upheaval, we are facing a condition
which Is not only deplorable but eme
which reflecis unpleasantly on the gen-
eral character of aur womanhood and
calls for denouncemant and correction
by all right thinking wamen,

Reality. wa are told, la the note of this

Continved on Bixth Poge.

Women’s Auxiliary of the Ecumenical Council
Starts” Nationwide Movement to Raise
Moral Standards---Appeals Made to
Parents and to Girls to Eliminate
“Indecent Dress, Painting of

Faces,”

girls of my own and I meet thelr friends
constantly, dozens and dozens of them, I
have yet to meet one who seems tainted In
the least degree by what they tell me Is
the tendency of the age, which is toward
too much freedom with thelr male friends.
I see the same modesty that I always ad-
mired in young or older women. If they
understand one another better than thelr
ancestral female relatives did it hasn't af-
fected thelr attitude, except, perhaps, to
bhetter it

Manners Not Being Ruined

By Publicity of Entertaining

“In a clty like this girls have to meet
men where entertalnments like danelng,
musle, club activitles are provided.  The
home life of the present day Isn't broad
enongh to admit these innocent things: sel-
dem have the young women quarters suffi-
clent to entertaln In except in a Hmited
way. That does not prevent a freedom
combined with wholesome restraint. The
manners of the young people are not rulned
by this pablleity, and as I sald I have no-
tleedd no weakening of moral fibre In the
girls on account of this sort of environment.

“T went to a dance two or three weeks
ago glven In the Hotel Astor by 450 sailors
of the battleshlp Tennessee to 450 girl
friends. T sat among them for two hours
and T sought to be observant, Now T wish
to say frankly that I saw nothing In that
time Immodest in manner or dress or In
their styles of dancing, [ went away feel
Ing that I had no fault to find, but ndmired
all that T saw,

“My examination has been chiefly femi-
nine, for It seems that our young Womnen
have come In for most of the eriticism.
Thelr style of dress has been the target for
all sorts of shafts, some of them mallgnant,
I have nothing sensible to say abont the
way these young women attire themselves.
Thelr short garments came from the condi-
tlons of war and have remnined short, I
think, because of greater freedom. It is a
pretty style when carried out modestly by
the modiste and worn In the same fashion
by the debutante.

“Here, too, 18 another instnnce of the re-
covery from hypocritical things, In the free-
dom girls use In talking to their parents
about their little love affars. Not so far
back a girl pretended that she did not have
any, and wasn't Interested In having any
up to the day her engagement was an-
nounced. Now I nm told young girls and
thelr mothers talk these human affalrs over
quite llke sisters, and that is likely to lead
to a happler cholee when one comes finally
to he made.

“If there have been, and, of course, there
have been, extremes in dress and deport-
ment to be notieed In the young females of
our specles, It |8 reasonable to suppose that
these are exceptlonal. There are always
persons who exaggernte a style and a man-
ner.

Recall Incidents 3o Years Ago
And the Seeley Dinner Furor

“It would be easy to show the really
cleaner moral atmospbere of this particular
city by referring to several dirty Incldents
that happened here thirty yenrs ago. There
wns then n tremendous nolse made over
these nnplensant Incldents and the effect
has apparently not worn away. A good
many now living remember how n young
man celebrating his bachelor supper treated
his guests to the spectacle of n naked girl
dancing on a table. That has not been re
peated In the years since, aml soclety of
late years has distlnetly frowped ou sucn
scandalous things,

“Bad taste Is actually the real foumdn-
tlon of much of the latter day socinl eriti-
clam, and not bad morality, A girl smokes;
that's her bad taste. She wears too low cut
a gown; agaln bad taste. I might go on,
but it is nseless slonce [ speak only In par-
tienlars,

“Let me emphnsize my dislike of a condl-
tion that T think very capable of belng
changed, at least In a degree and In onr
inrge cities; 1t Is the present homeless state
of ramilles, using the word In Its old and
true sense. Parenta who might afford
houses and prefer to occupy flats are, In my
oplnion, cheating their children. There ure
many such families In New York. And
thers are many sections of tha city where
houses may be rented for less money than
fiats in other exclusive nelghborhoods. 1f
the European broadness of vislon appet-
talned to one's nalghborbbod In this coun-
try these less expensive sections of a clty
wonld ba pleasantly occupled and the
danghters of the famlly could receive thelr
friends there and even glve small dances,
which wonld, to Judge by these things In
the poet, afford as much but a different

&ec.

kind of eojoyment than is furnished by
the semi-public affairs.

“Are you acqualnted with a book by Will-
lam Law, a profound religlous teacher, the
nohlest perhaps that our Engllsh tongue
has produced 7"

- The answer to this question was a shame-
faced one that the person addressed had
never even heard the name of Willlam Law.

The Bishop shook his head sadly over
this admission of !gnorance, but he bright-
ened at the thought that by a little further
elucidation of the auther and a comment
on his book his hearer might be Inspired
to seek It out and read It. Sald he:

“Law's book: ‘A Genulne Call to a De-
votional Life,' is, I think, the greatest con-
tribution to religlous literature we have
In our language. He says In effect that
the world wlll never be drawn to aceept-
ing Christlanity by fancying that all the
world has become Christlan, but the world
will become so by means of all the perse-
cutions of Christians,

“In other words, assuming that we are
living in a Christian country, where all
men have accepted the ldeals of Christ, Ix
like judging our religlon by its popularity.
That's the way too many people judge
Christianity; 1f it is soccessful In filling
the churches, then It's a working rellgion :
If it falls, then it isn't. Such persons think
that's the whole duty of a clergyman—to
keep the church full, and they don't care
how he does It, whether by sensatlonal ser-
moms, photo-playe or any o*her catchpenny
device.

“As If a big attendance was the chiof, if
not the sole, alm of a church! I won't go
so far as to say what I think of that kind
of snap judgment. My opinlon of how
clergyman should do his duty bas to do
with the fight he puts up agninst evil. As
long as he's doing his duty he's going to be
in a fight. When the time comes when
all men speak well of him and of the church
where he officlates, thén there's something
the mntter with both.

“In the Christian Chureh, In all denom-
Inatlons of It, there Is a whole lot of dead
wood. It has to be eut out, There never
was a time amd It lsmn't here now when
work of this sort hadn't to be done, for
desplte our heavenly idenls we must re
member that our organizations are of the
earth. We must keep forwnrd the ideals
of the religlon of Jesus Christ, and when
we deal with earthly things, blg things,
or little things, like the way our people
dance or dress, we must remember that we
are not truly doing this when we dilute that
religion to suit the public taste.

Enthusiasm Easily Roused,
But Really Means Little

“So when I bear a man say that while
people still go to church they ‘have less
enthusiusm about thelr religion, 1 do not
feel that he Is putting his hand on the
sore place. Enthusiasm I8 a feeling that
can be ensily roused and as ensily by In
correéct methods as by deeper and rruer
ones. Tt Is passing, not to say ephemeral
We need the things that stay by ns to the
end, and we get that by fightlng for our
rellgion.,

“Also when I read that the churche= not
being so handsemely adorned ns formerly
revenl the poverty of spirit of the worship

pers [ devel a pugnaclons moml, The
church does not need n setting of rich gold
and Jewels to do Its work., It can do it

under such luxury but it ¢an do it without
any luxury. A costly and beautiful tobe
nacle and n modest country church nre
alike the approach to divinity. But nelthe
leads stralght there. That Is by way of
the heart

“Fianlly, to revert to the chiarges mie
agninst the young man of to-day. Franlkis
1 don't belleve that he has thus derogntel
from his fnther's hablts and principles. |
base my Judgment of him on what I know
In my own experience., This cnuses me to
think that he ls a floe specimen. He hos
become so chiefly through the Influence of
the excellent schools that have been estab
lished and are flourishing in this country
There nre many of them and all delng fine
vork In eduenting our boys.

“It 1s beneficial to every hoy that at the
nge of 14 or so he should be sent awny
from home to a good school. It Is nn KEng
Iish system that has always worked well
there and I8 prospering here. 1 am thor
oughly convineed of the great value of these
msecondary schools and we of the Eplsco
palinn Church are lending our Influence
to develop and Incrense such scliools, They
will be sure to counteract any tendencles
townrd dependence on others such ns you
describe

“And now I am even more certain than
I was a half hour ago that 1T have saldl
n great denl more than T Intended to say.
But It should do no harm. Good day.”
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