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Year 1920 Broke All Récords, but 1921 Starts
With Pace That Promises to Establish
i New High Mark

CA:?:FUL am'veys‘af the divorce records of 1g9ao

the chief States of

Union have been made by THE NEW YORK HERALD'S correspondents

in the leading cities. The accom
terest at this time because the

ng sympogium
ce evil is attracting the attention of all cl\ 3

that resulted is of especial in

not only in the United States but abroad, and of studemts of psychology the world

over.

The surveys show that laxity both of laws and their administration con-

tributes greatly to the increase of divorces in several States. An interesting de-
velopment and one that has caused the records to swell since 1918 is the lhxﬂn

of many of the so-called slacker marriages, the huabands, now that the war is over,

being anxious to be free.
HE nation’s divoree story for 1920 is
one of broken records as well as
severed tles—a socia] evil grown into

- & presging natienal peril in the minds of

many whoss opinions carry weight. Sta-
limties from all parts of the country show
not only an enormous Increase in divoree
cases last ylar, but indicate that 1531 Is
starting off at & pace which means still more
new records if It is maintained throughout
the twelve months,

The tremendous and continuing growth of
the divorce evil, coming as it did in the
face of determined fights condueted through
recognized agencles In varlous Btates, leads
some observers to take a gloomy outlook,
brlnging out opinlons to the effect that we
are well advanced in an age of trial mar-
riages that ean result only in the early
arumbling of our soclal system and conse-
quent fall of the nation, Others while seeing
grave danger see ulso a good fighting chance
and are urging on a campaign of reform;
arid these more hopeful students of the
situation appear to be in"the majority. There
are still others who take only the most
optimistic view, regarding the soaring of
divorce records only as a post-war Infla-
tion that wiil flatten out along with other
abnormal records when the country returns
to normaley.

Judges, Clergymen and Legislators
Urging Curb on Divorce Evil

Judges, lawyers, clergymen, leglslators
and welfare workers attest the gravity of
the situation in urging reform measures and
striving to arouse a greater appreciation on
the part of the people of the sanctity of
the marriage bond. Delving into court rec-
ords falls to discloss what might be termed
the muln cause of Inereased diverces. Many
separate induences are found at work in
each case. Furthermore, .he charges upen
which divorce cases are based cannot al-
ways be taken as true Indlees. Unlike New
York, where the statutory offence is the only
valld ground for divorce, most Btates grant
decrees on a number of grounds, and those
soeking dlvorce often make out their case
un charges which carry the least stigma
regardless of the real cause of thelr dif-
ferences,

Nevertheless there are some clearly de-
fined major, If not main, factors to be found
among the contributing causes of the amas-
ing increase In ' vorces. These factors, which
are to be found In the observations of Judges,
court vecorders and others In c¢lose touch
with divorce proceedings, Include the laxity of
law and Its adminlstration, making decrees
easy to get in many States, a growing tend-
oney of young folk to “wed in haste,” fallure
on the part of parents to exercise a proper
oversight in the matter of thelr ch.idren's
nssociutes, o free and easy public mind,
which seems to hold the marriage vows
lghtly, and consequently attaches little
moral welght to the divorce,

The "jazzing wife” Is coming Into increas-
ing prominence, acvording to some stat-
fsticlans, while the "unrest” of husbands, a
condition attributed to recent war service.
is scarcely less consp cuous, But of all the
factors that can be traced directly to the war
the "slacker marriage” flgures most promi-
nently. From every source comes comment
on the large number of such marrvinges that
are now belng dlssolved.

The "marrying parson” and the “divorce
lawyer” come In for a large measure of o#h-
sure, and in many Instances marriages by
Judges, justices of the peace and such off-
cials are frowned upon sa lacking In so-
lemnity.

The palm for breaking divorce records
goes'to Sealtle. Reno has bowed to the
const city not only In point of number of
divorces granted in the last year- Heno was
beaten two to one or better—but In popu-
lnrity as a haven for those seeking froedom
from mnarital responsib litles and woes. All
other things being equal, Beattle offers the
added advantage of being big enough for the
divorce hunter to hide In while his case in
going through the mill,

“Reno of the South” Name
Now Being Given Atlanta

Atlanian comes Into prominence as the
“Reno of the South™ and shares this dis-
tingtion with Bawinnah, whers the courts
when put to it, ean turn oul divorce cases
at the rate of one a minute,

But, while admitting thelr notoriety, none
of these citles enjoys lis fame ax u diverce
rentre, and measures have been Introduced
in the varlous State leglslatures which wil
refleve them of thelr undexired distinotion,

In Noew York city there were approxi-
mutely 500 mors divorces gmnied In 1020

1 In the preceding yenr. Thera were 288
more divoree sults started and 3568 more de-
erees granted than In 1919, Added to this
inereass in decress should be the decrees In
216 undefended divores cases in Manhat-
tan which were referred fo the trial term
of the Supreme Court for trial In 1020 be-
canse the special terms were ave
The outceme of these 216 cases has not bean
tabulated, but, judging precedent, it is
rafe to mesume that more than 160 of them
remulted in verdicts for the pinintiffs.

That the up-State reglons are keeping
pace with the metropolis s evident from
Buffalo's report that Brie county divoross,
annulments and separations show a 20 per
gent, Increass over last year. Garrett V.
Laughlin, clerk of speclul term, Hupreme
Court, attributes: the Increase largely to
“inzzing wives™ and slacker woddings, al-
though he makes “wily” busbands share the
binme,

Prohibition and woman suffrage are twe
inflyences upon which many pin their faith
for divorce reforms. Whatever national pro-
hibition ulth ly may plish in thia

‘lne, the flgures from 8States, including the

ploneer dry State of Maine, lgok none too
encournglng. From Augusta, Ga., comes the
report that 160 diverces granted In Kenne-
bec county In 1920 show no falling off from
other years, while Bangor, listing 248 de-
crees, ag against 162 In 1915, reports 1930 as
a record hraasler.

Records were broken also in other New
England States. Hartford, Conn., scorsd
one of the new records, Three hundred and
twenty-one divorces were granted by the
Superfor Court of Hartford county during
1820, the largest number !n the history of
the county. The number granted in 1918
was 2682. This increass In ely 20
per cent, greater than that of 1919 over im-
medlately years. Indications are
that the increase for 1921 over 1920 will be
much larger than that for 1§20 over 1918,
a8 about 300 cases are now pending.

Superior Court officials ascribe the present
conditlons largely to the war, saying that
many triangles resulted when husbands were
In the ¥. They also say that many
couples which before the war had been un-
hap H{ 4 happiness in the separations
Incurred by the war, and therefors sought
divores.

To Indicate conditions In Massachusetts
it may be stated that divorce petitions filed
in Springfield continue to Increase In num-
ber, and notwithstanding the special efforta
of the county courts there to dispose of the
iels the court list remains burdened with
them. There were $37 divorce libels on the
Huperior Court list for 1920, including the
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568 pending at the opening of 1920, and 315
of them were disposed of during the year,
leaving 672 on the walting list for this year,
as agalnat 771 dlvorce petitions on the llst
for 1918, of which number 213 were dis-
posed of during 1819, leaving 568 pending
for 1920. The divorce report for three years
is as follows:
1920. 1819, 1918,
Pending at opening of year 068 365 28
Total éntered for year.... 420 408 278
Finished for year.......... 316 213 308
The increase in divorces in Providence,
R I, In the last four years is shown In the
foliowing table:
- Applications Docreas

fled. granted.
1920 .. PRI SIS 1,326 82
BOTW ol o wansivmiaai . 1178 718
BOED . s on-salnine s N nmy nieoinse 814 Bo1
i W SR PRt i ’20 LG8

Of the divorce petitions granted those un-
contested were: In 1920, 885; in 1919, @05;
In 1918, 414; in 1817, 512,

Taking up again the possible Iinfluence of
prohibitionn on divorces, a jump to Duluth,
Minn., the largest city In the country to
vots dry Independent of a State, wa find that
with the exception of the year 1916 the
number of divorces has been increasing for
alght years. Duluth and St. Louls county,
of which it Js the shire town, have been dry
since June, 1017, Last year 270 divorce de-
cress were granted, as compared to 267 In
1919, 343 In 1918, 286 In 1917, 21D in 1818,
194 in 1916, 204 in 1914 and 191 in 1813,

Atlanta's new title of the “"Heno of the

South"” gives more than a hint of the divorce
situation in Georgla—another BState which
went dry long before natlonal prohibition
was adopted. It ls the State lawe of Georgla
rather than prohlbition that attract most
interest In connectlon with the divorce evil,
Through the lenlency of tha laws and the
sympathy shown, especlally by Atlanta
jurors, toward those seeking freedom from
matrimonis! bonds few who go tg court
there are denfed, Last year 580 divorcea
were granted, as compared with 700 In the
preceding vear, while the court dockets now
indicate that 1921 wlil be another record year,

The efforts made by Judges and others
before the Georgla Teglslature have been
in the (direction of preventing hasty mar-
rlages, to make It obligatory to publiah the
banne and to see to [t that a certaln period
af time elapses before the announcing of
the Intentlon to wed and the actoal cere-
maony.

Georgin’s story may be continued best by
taking up the situation in Bavannah, whers
the courts henr divorce cases sometimes at
the rate of one a minute. In round numbers
there were more than 900 divorce hearings
In Chatham County Superior Court during
1920, This ls the highest number ever heard
In one year, but it will probably be sur-
passed by 1821, There are four terms of the
Buperior Court of Chatham county and there
I#= an average of 176 uncontested diverce
casen at fach term. There are very few con-
tested cases, the whole number belng heard
in n day's sitting of the court.

The uncontested cases require from thres
to four days of each term to hear them.

DIVORCE WAVE OVER NATION GROWING STRONGER

Seattle and Atlanta New Ruivals for Reno---

Countrywide Survey Shows Startling
Conditions

This does not mean that one set of jurors is
kept busy on such cases. Thero are always
three panels of jurors, the various plaintiffa
passing guickly before them with their
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Frequently the Judge will direct a
werdict for the plaintllf and the foreman will
algn It without any consultation with the
other jurors.

It has been figured out that divorce cases
are heard In Savannah at the rate of more
than one a minute during the rush hours
of the court.

It {s now poasible to secure an absoluts
divorce in Chatham county In seven months,
This {8 just pne month more than the time
required in Reno, There are four terma
of the Superfor Court, If a divorce case |s
fited at the March term, for instance, and
personal servies 1s at once perfected, the
appearmnce term I8 the March term, A
hearing can be had and a first verdict
rendered at the June term and a second
verdiet and final decree can be obtalned at
the October term. Under the Oeorgla law
two separate jurles have to hear the evi-
dence and find In favor of a divoree.

How Diverce Proceedings May
Be Speeded Up in Georgia Courts
A year's cltizenship In Georgla Is re-
quirtd to have an applicant for divorce
have any standing In court and six months
residence (n the county In which the action
I# brought. The courts In the countles with
sufficlent busineas to warrant frequent terms
grant divorces more quickly than they can
be secured In the less populated countles.
For Inetance, a litigant in Chatham county,
with Bavannah the county seat, or Fulton,
with Atlanta the county seat, can get two
verdicta and a decres (n seven months, as
has been shown, but In a county where
there are but two terms of court a vear It
requires eighteén months. The result s
that the busy court ceéntres are a haven
to which those seeking divorcea flock. Tima
can be saved by Hving In a big county for
six months and then starting proceedings.
In case the defendant In a divorce pro-
ceeding s a non-resident of Savannah an
additionn! month Is required to perfect por.
vice by publication, Thare must be In-

Seattle Outstrips Reno As the Divorce Centre

Bpecial Correspondenoe of Ter New Tonx
HzrarLD,
Copyright, 1021, by Tue New Yonx Hmmarn
SEATTLE, Feb. 26.
ITH the cessatlon of wartime ship-
bullding Seattle has become a Port
for Broken Hearts, If socliological
students with a bent for statistics are to
be believed. Records in the county bullding
here show that Seattle has outstripped
Reno and leads the pallon as n refuge for
those seeking an ensy divores, or a divorce
easy. In the matter of divorces Beattle, In
fact, has beaten Heno more than two to obe
2 480 to PR, to be exact
If there Is a divoree “colony” In Seattle
Investigation falla to show where It Ia
Seattle, the Superior Court justices say, I8
too big to have =uch a colony, Outsiders
come here, mingle «ix monthe with the per-
manent resldents to establlsh legal res!-
dence und go hence with thelr decrees,
their presence unnoticed, thelr identity lost
In the shuffle
The numbar of diverces has grown amaz-
Ingly In the last flve years  Several years
hgo divorces outstripped marriages and
have continued to surmount them Im pom-
bers. It is Impossible to figure Just how
much revenue the city derives from this
new and thriving industry. One thing is

certain, It provides a livelihood fer a nom-
ber of professlonal witoesses, “marryiog

parsons” and Iawyers who specialize In
Alvoree cases, and of course the money
spent by the “Interested partles” duoring
thelr six montbs’ residence amounts to
something. The future of this new Indus-
try depends largely on the actlon of the
State Leglslature, at present in session,
with the machinery set for tightening up
on the business of getting an easy divorce,

Hasty marriages, Inck of control hy par-
oenta, lax lawe, motion pletures, ease with
which a decrec can be obtalned and lack
of solemnity In marralges are but a few
of the cnuses to which the Senttle divorce
record Is sttributed. In the hundreds of
divorce cases tried before him In the last
decade Justice King Dykman of the King
county Superior Court has presided In only
one contested actlon where hoth persons
were professing Christians and actua
churehgoers,

Laxity of Administration
Given as the Main Cause

“Present conditfons,” he miye, “have heen
hrought abant by the Inxity of our divoree
Iaws and thelr administration, In which
respects we lead, perhups, nny other Siute
or civilized country.”

“When they cut lawyers' fees in divorde
cases and no longer allow the childiess wife
alimony then wateh the bottom fall out of
onr divorce eourt,” sald s Seattle citizen
who admitted that his two divorces cost
him $2,500.

In mors than one Instance decrees huve
bean granted to persons who took a chance,
not walting untll they had lived here the re

quired six months Discovery and progecu-
tion have followed In some casea of this
sort. In two enses recently the court nulll-
fled the divoree Jovrees and the contracting
parties found themse]ves with husbands and
wives In duplicate. Tt also was found that
witnefses had glven false testimony for a
consideration,

Presiding Justies Ronald interrupted the
default divoreg proceedings In the Superlor
Courls recently to say :

Judge Gives Full Warning

To Seekers of Decrees

"King county Is becoming a convenlent
groomd  for people looking for divoree.
From now on I shall have to he absolutely
convineed that the bona fide plare of resl-
dence s here before gruniting decrees”

Judge Ronald's view Is shared by all
members of the King county bench. The
notoriety Seattle has galned from the dl-
voree sltoation ls not relluhed hore. A re
rent crusade agalnet the divores evil dis
closed the fact that Reattle Is the record
holder of the country. Records for the last
few weeks show the number of applications
Is stlil Incrensing.

Clergy amd lalty, bench and bar are voie-
Ing thelr condemnation of divoree 1o prin.
clple and In practice. “America’s hinck
spot s the divoree court.” snid the Iev.
Dr. Mirk A, Matthews. “America's disense
s divoree. There are severn] rensons for
the Incredase ;

“First-Loose marriages
hustily conteacted,
courtship,

Marriages are
Insufficient time In
A marringe for convenience I8

a curse. The woman who married Just to
have a meal ticket Is a blot on soclety.
There Is but ome ground for matrimouy,

and that ls holy, perfect, God bathed love.
The divorce problem should be solved betore
marriage, not after, 3

“Second — Tack of parental confidénce,
Parents have not the confldence of thelr

children, Domestle  disclpline s gone,
Parents do not investigate thelr children's
nssociates, We have saved more than obe

girl from marrying the wrotg man by bring-
ing the man before us and having him re
venl the fact that he had o wife and child
In some other Btate, Parents onght to Jdo
such  Invesiigntiing We have many
scrub sons-in<dnw, Put parents are to
blame If thelr daughters marry scrubs, No
girl should marry a man to reform him. It
enn't be done,

Lon

Divorce Lawyers a Menace
And Courts Act Loosely
“Third—The Inwyers and the courts are
to blume, The divorce Inwyers are a men-
fice to socisty, Courts try the cases loosely.
The Stute is supposed to be represented at

avery divores trinl hy the prosscuting ak-
torney, bint ha appedrance, Interest and
participation In the (rial are n farce.

Jodges and Justices of the peace have no
moral right to perform marrlage oere-
monies.  They take away all of the spir-
itual and serlons lmpressions when they
present only the legnl side of the contract.

“Fourth—The women are to hlame for
the Increase of divorces, becitinse they will
not stute the facts In thelr complalnts.”

serted twice a month for two monihs noti
of the filing of the sult.

There are nine separate grounds for
vorce in Georgia, only one of them belng
discretionary with the jury to find whether
proper grounds have been shown. This |
cruel treatment. The law grants to the Jurs
tha right to say whether or not an actio
complained of constitutes cruel treatment
Herein lles the loophole for the qulck sever
ing of the marriage ties in Georgin. Crus
treatment may consist of a husband slap
ping the face of his wife, of his remainin
away from home at night longer than b
should, of speaking harshly and sharply o
even of refusing to give her asa much mone
for spending purposes as she thinks she |
entitled to, It Iz solely for the jury to de
termine whether or not the treatment com
plained of {8 cruel.

Savannah and Chatham county import
great number of divorce cases. This
cansed by the fact that South (Carclina, an
adjoining State, has no divorce laws at all
The result is that a great many men and
women seeking separations come to Bavan-
nah, acquire a citizenship In a year and
seven months, later secure a divorce.

In such legisintive measures as are under
ronslderation in Georgla, Nevada., Washing-
ton and other States where “Renos.” old
new or prospective, exist those who hold
hopa of reform through or by the ald of
woman suffrage may see their theories put
to o definite and decislve test. As to the
sffects of prohibition, most observers incline
to the belief that the time I8 not yet ripe for
its full influence to ba felt.

Coming back to New York's nelghbors
New Jersey reports that while specific fig-
ures are not avallable there has been i1
enormous increase in divorce cases In the
last few years, and that divorce suits at
present outnumber all other litigations com-
bined in the Jersey courts.

Pennsylvania also reports remarkable in-
rreases. In Philadeiphia 3,012 divorce suits
were started and 1,080 granted in 1920, set-
ting & new record. In 1819 the number of
divorces granted was 1,311,

Sudden Jump in Pittsburg Comes
After Five Years of Steady Increase

A comparison of the number of divorces
granted and refused during the last five
years in Allegheny county, of which Pitts
burg is the shire town, shows that the sud-
den increass in divorces in 1919 continued
through the year 1920, the Increase of last
vear belng almost 25 per cent., which is con-
siderably greater than that of the year he-
fore. The flgures of the number of divorce
actlons filed durlng the last three years indl-
cate, however, that this year's flgures for
divorces granted and refused will not be
greatly In excess of last year’s. Thess Iat-
ter figurea also show that, as In the past,
about 40 per cent, of the divorce actipns
filed are not carrled out to the end, recon
clilations and fallures to prosecute cases de-
creasing the number of divorces granted to
that extent. The figures on divorces granted
and refused were:

1830. 1019, 1918, 1917, 1918
Granted ..... 1,369 9532 768 794  T28
Rofused ...... 63 27 3 % [0

Actlons filed were: In 1820, 2,048; In 1919

2,048; In 1018, 1,248,

Two hiundred and sixty-five divorce de-
crees, of which 93 were final decrees, werc
granted In Delawnre during the year 1820,
constituting a new divorce record for that
State. The highest previous year was 1919,
when 226 final and decrees nisl were granted.
The most of these decrees were authorized
during the May, 1920, term of: the Upper
Court in Wilmington. Listed on the court
calendar for January, 1021, were 67 petitions
to be heard for decrres nisi and 64 petitions
for final decrees to be given trial. Except
in cames based on statutory grounds or
bigamy charges, onn of the partles must be
o bona fide resident of Delaware for at least
two years next preceding the commencement
of the action.

Petroit was one of the record breakers.
with 3.716 divorces granted in 1020, an in-
crease of 700 over 1919. The county courts
In Des Mo'nes, lowa, also set a new record.
turning out 738 divorce decrees out of 1,008
petitions. Unheard cases llsted at present
are sufficlent to indicate another record (n
1021,

Baitimore s one of the few importani
cities where the number of divorces in 1820
wis less than in 1019, A total of 1648 de
crees granted |s a decrease of slx as com-
pared with the figures for the preceding
veur. Thess include absolute and partial
divorces and annulments. About sighty por
cent. of the divorces are absolute. Statutory
offence \and adandonment the only
grounds upon which divores s
granted In Maryland.

Portland, Ore., Has Decrease,
as Returns for rgao Show

Portland, Ore. reporting for Mulinomah
county, is another city to record a decrease
There the falling off wus approximately
27 per centl. as compared with the 1810 fig
ures. In 1920 1,323 divorces were granted
as agalnst 1,769 In 1919, the banner year
In 1918 there were only 1,125 cases filed
and in 1817 1,042 cases

Toledo, Ohjo. also roports a slight decress:
in 1920, when 1,047 petitions came before
the ocourts, Divorces in 1019, however
showed n declded Increase over preceding
years,

Washtenaw county, Michigan, of which
Ann Arbor s the shire Lown, Is still another
to report a slight decrease. Eighty-seven
dlvorces were granted In 1980 out of 114
poet'tlonn, as aguinst #0 granted out of 122
applications In 1918,

Bwinging back to the high record column
we come to Virginia admitting & new record.
but with flgures for the yesr 1930 /prom

are
absolute

plete. In 1819 there were 64658 dlvorces
granted in the State, aa agalmwt 4,798 in
18018. In Norfolk the dlvorce flgures for

1920 nearly double those of 1018. The num
bor of divorces last year was 333, of which
41 were to whites. In 1918 thore wers 227
docrees, of which 114 were to whites, 84 to
negroes and 39 to couples with no ecolm
slated,

There Is & movement under way to have
the Legislature of Virginia ensct laws that
will prohibit the remarrying of dvorced
persons,

In Whesling, W. Va., ninaty-thres divoress
were granied in 1820, an Inerease of only

Confwmued on Kighth Paga
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