: doubt, rapidly increasing In numbers,
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Vast Flocks Flying Northward Already Show Effects of Migratory
Statutes, Bird Havens, Abolition of Spring Shooting and Re-
striction of Sales---Wonders of the Flight of Golden
Plover Still Unexplained

By DONALD A. CRAIG.

New York Hernld s )
Washington., I, C.. . |

IVE miillon sportsmen in the United
States and Canada and milllons of
persons who are not fond of the gun

But take keen delight in the myriads of mi-
gratory birds that make their home on the
Hﬂ‘ﬂi American continent will be thrilled
by the news that migratory birds of prac-
tically every protected species are, beyond a
It
there has been any reason to doubt this fact

‘ng the Jast two years it is now removed.
g:re wild ducks, geese and even woodcock
have been reported from widely separated

- parts of the United States this season than

In any year since the passage of the first
migratory bird protection law in 1913, or
long before.

For the firat time in decades wild ducks
are stopping in their northward fight to
et in their old haunts around Chesapenke
Ilay and its tributary rivers, In the Jersey
and Delaware marshes and the nland waters
of the Mississippi Valley. Long ago ruthless
spring shooting from hlnds and motor boats,
partly for sport and partly for market, elther
extarminated or drove these hitds away from
their oldtime breeding places. Now the
strong arm of the United States Government
is gtretched out to protect them, and under
i treaty with Canada they are protected
on the other side of our northern border
when they go that far to find a nesting
place, wh'ch ls the hablt of many of the
species of migratory birds,

Next fall it may be possible for sportsmen
to kill their legal bag of “home grown” wild
duck In Virgin a, Maryland, Delaware, Penn-
sylvania, Noew Jersev—perhaps in New York

—and certainly In some of the Mississippi
Valley States. Tsn't this enough to make the
sportemen’s blood tingle? 4
Spring Shooting and Sales

Being Stamped Out Rapidly

Sprng shooting and the sale of game birds
are belng stamped out, except In isolated
places, where the law is violated by the lg-
norant or the greedy. But these instunces
are growing few and fewer, - All that Is
needed is more T'nited States game wardens
practically to stnrmp out the evil

Binee the enactment of the migmtory bird

law of 1818, and particularly sines the en-

actment of the migratory hird treaty act,
which superseded it, on July 8, 1918, and
which carried into effect the provisions of
the treaty with Canada, thers has boen a
noticeahl > moetimes slight, It s
true, but sufficient to encournge the real
sportsman and the bird lover to renewed
efforteé—in the numbers of many of the
specles of wild ducks and geese,

But the reports from that other famous
migratory game bird, the woodcock, were
far from satisfactory. Indeed, it seemed
that the woodenck, for some unknown
reason, were decreasing in spite of every-
thing the, Federsl CGovernment and the
varjous States could do to protect them.
It began to look as If the woodcock was
doomed to extinctlon like the passenger
plgeom, Wwhich once flow ap and down the
North Amerfcan continent in such:enormous
Hocks ne to darken the suh, and which Ie
now no more—not a slngle bird being left,
#n fur as nnybody bas been able to learn,

This winter, however, the United Btates
Riclogical Survey, which has charge of the
opforcement of the migratory bird law, hns
received reports that In the scason of 1920-
21 more woodcock have been seon nearly
everywhers than for several years pust,

T'!lo corner has been turned., There is no
reason now why every specles of protected
migratory wird—game or otherwise—should
not muitipiy steadily for many yYears to
come. The rate of Increase will be much
faster If more money ls made avallable for
enforcing the law and establishing bird
refuges, but plans are already on foot to
remedy this serfous defect,

Here nre three news bulletins, hot from
the fleld, recelved by Dr. E. W, Nelson, chiof
of the Bureau of Rlologioal Survey, and
they oi._'ht to make every true sportsman
and lover of outdoor Ufe set up a cheer,
and they doubtless will:

In Minnesots a total of 2068844 wil
dueks were killed, according to the sstimate
of the Btate license authorities, during the
regular legal hunting season of 1919 by per-
sons having Btate lloenses and complying
with the law. This |s an enormous Increass
over any recent year. It Indicates that tho
wild ducks are increasing by leaps and
bounds. The elimination of apring shooti
and the prohibition of the sale of game bi
mainly have turned the trick. Reports for
1820 have not yet come in, but they are

to show a much greater Increase.

n Missoutrt five apectes of wild duoks
nasted In 1920 for the fiest time In A great
many years. They were mallard, blue wine
teal, pintail, spoonbill and wood duck.

Even in City of Washington
Effects of Law Are Seen

Within the last few weeks large flocks of

Incr

thoumands of persons feeding peacefully
unafrald on the Virginia side of the
River, just acromss from the Wash-
munnt and the apeedway south of
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capital was a straggling country village, and
when eountless wild fowl nsed to fesd In
the Potomse River smnd Anacostja Creek

marshes and many nested and raised their
voung almost within ‘sight of the Caplitol
and the White House. With the growth of
the city came the market hunter and the
recklens, selfish sportsman, shooting in the
spring #s well as the fall, and the wild
birds flew to other parts,

Perhape the most encouraging thing that
kas happened recently for those who love
wila birds !s that the Department of Agri-
culture, through the Bureau of B
Survey, after making an exhaustive investi-
gation of the effect of the protective regu-
lations issued under the migratory bird law,
and after reading the requests of many
bird lovers for more stringent rulea has de-
cided not to change the present ones. The
renson assigned for this decision s that
more stringent regulations auch as longer
closed seasons every year, are not necessary,
because the birds are multiplying fasr
enongh without thenr

The Blological Survey has this year only
$142,000 to enforce the law and pay all of
the expenses of the fleld force and the head-
guarters in Washington—salaries and every-
thing else. There are only twenty-eight

and whose president is John B. Hurnham
This measure has been devised for the
double purpose of providing tird refuges

and public hunting grounds, ind enforcing
the law for the protection of migratory
birds. When the bill I8 examined in the
committees of the Hnm and Senate, and
the oplnion of the Department of Agricul-
ture is asked for, the Blological Survey offi
clals will give it thelr hearty Indorsement,

Much Remains to Be Learned
in Spite of Forty Years' Work
it is a simple measure. [t provides
that overy hunter of migratory hirds shall
have a Federal license costing cither 50 cents
or §1—the exact amount has not been deter-
mined-—which would be lssued by post-
masters In the form of a stamp to be afMxed
to the State hunting license.

The Qovernment experts in Washington
estimate that there are 5000000 gunners in
the United States, and that about 1,000,000
of them tnke out State hunting licenses
every year. Thus g fifty cent Foaderal llcense
on this basis would yleld $500,000 a year and
a £1 Ucense would yield $1,000,000 a year, to

grounds.

a rhallard—a rare photograph.

Directly below is shown a flight of ducks on their way to feeding |
In lower panel is a ducking blind in Chesapeake Bay
where seasonal shooting is good. The nest shown in circle is that of

United States game wardena for forty-elgnt
states. Their salaries range from $1,600 to
$2,200 a year. They are allowed $f a day
for expenses when travelling, and must turn
In vouchers for every cent spent. There
are o number of deputy game wardens who
get nominal sslarfes of §1 a year and an
additional $2.50 a day when called into the
fleld for active duty.

S0 expensive Ia the work of law enforee-
ment that it may be necessary to cut down
the number of game wardens, before the
present flscal year comes to an end on June
30 next, for lack of funds, The amount car-
ried In the agricultural appropriation hill
for the next fiscal year for this purpose is
the same as the flgure for this year, Con-
gress on the plea of economy having de-
clined to make an inoreasa,

How small this amount ls in proportion
to the work to be done Is shown by the fact
that the single State of Maryland will have
this year $100,000 available for game pro-
tection from hunting licenses. Maryland
has twenty-two game wardens, but when it
bocomes necessary to enforce the law agninst
nny hardened offender these wardens always
call upon the Unitel States authorities to do
it becaume of their greater prestige,

Biological Survey Officials Ready
To Indorse Protective Measure

Boon after the next sesslon of Congress
begins a Federal license bill will be intro-
duced at the request of the American Game
Protective Association, whose headquarters
are in the Woolworth Bullding In New York

MR

Chart below shows the wonderful flight of the golden plover from
tha Arcttc Circle to South America.
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be used to enlarge the Government personnel show three in favor of It for every ona
and create bird refuges and public hunting against it

grounds,

According to reports received in Washing-
ton, an overwhelming majority of the sports-
men of the country and of the Siate game
cfficials are in faveor of this proposed law.
Tabulations made by the Government agents
of for and i the proposal

Some States, like Illinols, have shown A
disposition to {nquire whether any of the
money ralsed in this way would be spent
within their borders before giving thelr
approval, To such suggestions the Depart-
ment of Agriculture responds that the money
will be spent wherae it ulll do the mun nood——

MR P

that the purpose in the protection of game,
and the States which are the natural haunts
of the wild birds will, of course, he eelocted
for the loeatlon of bird refuges and public
hunting grounds.

The Blological Burvey officlala do not in-
tend to locate bird refuges and public hunt
ing grounds In birdleas country, any more
than the Navy Department intends to erect

dry docks [n ths midst of the Arizona
desert.

It is not necessary here to go into the
dotnila of the migratory bird law. As a

result of its enforcement the people of the
northern States this spring will see guesc
and duocks, swan and snlpe In groatly In
creased numbers winging thelr way north-
wiird. The migration has already started
from the feeding grounds along the North

Carolinn const. The geese wre thae firat to
maove.

February 22 Im about the time for the
carllest duck fAighta l‘rnm the ﬂnu(hnrn

Eddie Savoy

New York Hernld
Washingten, D. C., Feb.

HEN the new Becretary of Stnlr
arrivea at his office on Marech 4
he will ind along with the furni-

ture which has been there for many years

another useful fixture, which, though of ma-
hogany color like the furniture, differs from
the other appurtenances of the offios in
that it Is snimated,

This fixture |a Edward Savo, the diming-
tve negro messenger who, since 18689 has
opened the door for every incoming Sec-
retary of State. Incidentally, " nlmo
has held the door ajar for every diplomat,
foreign or domestic, who hus visited Wash-
Ington during that period, te say nothing
of the thousands of stutesmen, near stales-
men, politiclans and other visitors whe find
their way to the Becretnry’s offies In the
Btate, War and Navy PBullding,

Bddie s credited with knowing the names
and faces of a greater number of the world's
diplomate than any other living person, and
he in an almost Infallible eneylopedia of in-
formation, often resorted to by officials of
thy department. His memory for names
nnd faces (s traditional, ana many stories
are current of his having recognised at a
glance reprosentativer of foreign Govern-
ments who returned to Washlogton after
an absence of ten or fifteen years.

The Inte Hamilton Fisl gave Bddie, then
n boy of 14, his fAret job at the State De-
partment. That waa in mn adminis-
tmtion, When Hamilton Jr., grand-
son of the Secretary, and newly slected Hep-
resentative from New York, recently came
to Washington one of the first things he
did wae to call on Hddle. In paying the
visit he sald he was carrying out the wishans
of his father and grandfather,

For nearly fifty-two yaars Eddie has besn
pleking up Information about diplomacy, and
#o woll hasn he lemrned lis lesson that he
tnlks and scte llke n diplomat When the

Indispensable to Department of State

war broke out In F‘uurnm and tho represen-
intives of the various hostile Powers were
busily engnged In trying to win the support
of the United States Hddie's tact waa often
put to severe test. The French, Russian,
British, (German and Austrinn Ambassadors
were ant callers at the State Depart-
ment, it frequently happened that their
vinits were simultaneous, Eddie’s problem
wis to see that If two Ambaasadors were to
attend In the same walting room they both
should be of the same political persuasion,

On one occaston a green doorkeeper wao
on the verge of putting Count von Bornstorfl
and the Russinn Ambassador In the emme
room, but Eddle managed to get the German
diplomat sidetracked bpefore any dnmage was
done. Bddle also has been melocted on
numerous Occaslons for important end Qf
floult jobw dodged by other functionaries
For example, It was Edde who deliverad
Ambassador Dumba his papers when (the
Btate Department decided the Aostrian
diplomat had outlived his usefulness here,
and some months later bhe performed the
same duty In the case of Von Hernstorfl,

In additlon o khowledge and tact Hddie
has the asset of unususl personal appear-
ance. He Ix the smallest member of the
department's messenger foroe, and he walks
upon tha most exquisitely bowed pair of
logn In the District of Columbla. 1t has heen
recotnted that Bddle, visiting a cireus, once
strolled too near the ring and a trick dog
which had been tralned to leap through
hoops, 1eft the ring and began jampin:
throdgh Bdadie's legn, desizting only when
threatened with the ringmaster's whip
Though this sory has pot been verified, it
han all the slements of protmbility, for there
s mo disputing the fact that whan “ddle
stands erect the figure described by his
lowar axtremities la Aot unliks that of a
oapital "0O." A statistician from the Hureau
of Htandards, who recantly saw Hddie for
the first Ume, caleuinted that if his leg

counld be stralghtened he would be at loast
wix inches taller. At present Eddie’s height
is approximately five foet.

Having spent the gremter part of his life
among diplomats, the little messenger has
wequired to an unusual degree the diplo-
matic manner of apeaking and the diplo-
mat's éautious attitude toward the public
For example, Be was asked which of the
various Secrotarfes who have held offlco
during the fifty-twno years of his service he
regnrded as the best.

“It would il become me,” he replied, "to
oxpross an opinion on that question, ospe-
clally since many of my friends are still
allve. They were all singuinrly capable men

and without exception they treated me well
It is perhaps natural that [ shoonld have a
wnrm spot in my heart for the memory of
the lnte Mr. Fish, who not only brought me
to the department as a boy but who nlso in

varinbly treated me with kindly consldera-
thon
“That my execution of thi= policy has

been attended by. some degroe of suocess,”
he mald, “ls evidensed by the fact that my
relations with My, Bryan were always most
cardinl.”

Eddle, it may appropriately be sald at
thin Juncture, has nmever indorsed the
Kighteanth Amendmant or the Volstead inw
Edwnard Savoy, Br., his father, was well
known In the Distriet of Columbia (Ifty years
ngo ax “the head walter of Wanhington,” so
calltd because he and his ¢ w of walters
wore always in demand for the many func-
tions which marked life In the capital in
those daya. Young Eddle usually mocom
panied his father on these occasions and in
mo doing monquired a Hking for the good
things of the banquet table,

His taste for bevernges agalnst which Mr
Volntead wrought has hecome asomewhat
dulled by dlsuse, but the spirit of rebelllon
Iw sl alive In him

“Mr. Bryan was n prohibitionfst
Pevsnnally

he snld,

I have® never been ahle to sul

peribe to that doctrine. Nevertheless, in all
my officinl dealings with Mr. Bryan 1 kept
my viewws in the background and we never
hnd an open difference of opinfon on the
wubject.”

Toward other Important guestions his ot
titude la singularly common sense and prac
tieal In reply to a question as to hia views
on the League of Nations he sald:

“T have alwnys been able to make my
mind go along with President Wilson's, and
while he Is President [ shall continue to do
8o, In that connection [ remember a rather
foollsh friend of mine who was doorkeeper
for Mr. Robert Lincoln when he was Becore
tary of War. There had been o rumor that
Mr. Lincoln waa to resign,

“One day w stranger ealled at the Wor
Department and =ald

""Boy, where |8 your boss?

‘1 ain't got no boas,' said the doorkeeper
Mr. Lincoln done got through here.’

“Well, sir,"” sald Eddie, ‘It was troe that
Mr. Lincoln was about to resign, but before
he Isft he got that boy transferred, and,
whethar Mr. Lincom had anything to do
with It or not, they Just kept on transfer-
ring him till they transfearred him out into
the street

“You may resl assured.” sald Eddie with
canviction, “my mind goes along with Mr
Wilson'a on the Lsagus of Nations and
evarything else.'™

Eddle han Iabored throughout his diplo-
matie career under ena handlcap which Is
beyond hin  comirel When eowooriing o
strange diplomat to the Beoretary’s offles It
i= his custom to precede the vimitor by a few
fent, meantime lending encouragement by
some sueh remiark am Walk this  way
plenne, air.'

Reealling that Bddie in parhaps the mont
bowlsgped man In the world, one will have
no diffienlty In understanding the smbar
rassment Inaxperfenced diplomais some
times feel upon hearing the Httle man's po-
Hte reguest,

ILLD BIRDS INCREASING FAST UNDER FEDERAL LAW

marshes, Some .n ks started earlier th
year on account of tho extrems nmildneas
the winter ‘l‘h:n accounts for the lurg
numbers of ducks ip the e River an
other Chesapeake Bay tributaries at tl
present writing, although many ducks sper
the entire winter In these waters. The la
to come porth are the swan,

The migration of birds has always heos
full of mystery and has firsd the Imuagina
tion of mun. Not more thun a hundred
vaars ago !t was boelleved Ly many person
living on the coasts of the Mediterranew
Sea thar wild ducks spent the winter on th
ocean bottom or in the mud, ke frog:
turtles.

Even to-day, when sclence Moy taught us
a0 much aho ut the flights ot b nd whet
the marvellous routes !lu-,l.»-i by  mur
birds have wen mapped by- the Blologica
Survey based upon records exteniding owves
nearly four decades, thers I8 much to e
lsarned, Not only are the routes of som

drds stlll unknown, but nothing s definitel
(nown s to why birds migrate.

The case of the chimney swift 15 nter
«sting because It shows how much, is atill to

be learned about some of tho commonest
and most numerous of our birds. They go
southward in the fall in great numbers

catching thely food on the wing ax they g
and spending the nlghts In tall chimbeys
They slowly make their way toward the Gulr
f Mexico, jolning other bands as they
until finally on the Gulf coast they appeas
in myriada

All at once they disappear Nobhody knows
where they go. Is It any wonder that ow
forefathers thought they went into the mul
or under the sca? Toward the end of March
thelr twittering overhend l& heard, and they

are back again on the Gulf coast ready to
begin thelr pilprimace into the Northern
States. Tha secret of their five montha'
hiding place Is yet to be solved,

The law proteots not only game bipds but
many Insectivorous birds, which, hy destroy
ing Ingect pests, are i =t aid to the

farmers of the country In addition to the
work of Dr. Nelson, chief of the Blologica
Survey Bureau, the country owes a4 greal
debt to auch men as George A, Lawyer, Chief
United States Gane Warden, and Talbott
Denmead, Deputy Chief [United States Game
Warden, who has recently foined the Bio
jogleal Survey after having served Mary
land In a similar eapacity both in public
and private lfe for more than twelve year
ind won a nationwlde reputation this
ort of work

for

The law does not protect such hirds as the
quail, pheasant, grouse and .witd turke
which remain wholly within the jurisdlctio
of one Htate, or, in other words, do not mi
grate. Certaln migratory birds which do no
feed entirely on insects, although that is
part of their dlet, are not included, such as
the albatross, pelican, hawk, owl, kingfisho
horned lark, crow, jay, starling, blackbird.
sparrow, thrasher and mockingbird. All mi
gratory game birds are protected

Flight of the Golden Plover
One of Nature's Wonders

No aceount, however limited, of the mi

ratory birds of the North American Con
tinent would be complete without reference
to that most marvellous of all Mights—ths
vearly round trip of the golden plover. This
hna been described by Walle W, Cooke,
slatant blologist of the Biologlea! Survey, n
lollows:

“Its most striking
single flight of 2400
known flight of any hird—and an elliptioal
migration route following different paths
for the spring and the full migration. I
the first week of June the golden plover ar
rive at their breeding place on the "barre:
grounds* above the Arctie Clrele, far bevond

as

rharacteristics are
miles—the longest

the trea line. While the lnkes are still les
bound they bulld thelr shallow nests In the
moss only a few Inches above the froger
ground.

“Am moon ns the yvoung are old enough

care for themsclves full migration is begu

by a trip to the Labrador coast, where thy
plover fatten for several weeks on (R
abundant native frults. Thence & short trir
ncross the Gulf of 8t. Lawrence brings then
to Nova Beotin, the starting point of

extraordinary ocean flight due south to the
const of South America, thelr objectlys
polnt In falr weather the birdse iy pas
Bermuda without stopping, and many flock:
do not pause nt the first of the Antille
but keep on to the larger lalands and some
times even to the maimland of South Amer
jen, accomplishing the whole A0 mille

without puuse or rest

No Idea of Time [s Possible,
But Odd Facts Are Known
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