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Mr. Harding's Firm Policies.
Our local contemporaries do not'

seem to think that President Har-
bing'b inaugural address took a firm
or a very definite stand on any par¬
ticular question except that he would
like to be on good terms with every¬
body. The Times, for example, says
he announces "no cleir cut policies."
The World finds him "still groping In
the dark." Even the Tribune appears
to regard him as "Indicating a spirit
rather than a policy."
But when the captain of a ship

runs up Ills flag and nails It to the
mast does he intimate a spiritual
suggestion or does he declare he Is
ready for business?
What is a policy it It 1s not a

clearly expressed und strongly cham¬
pioned course of conduct? What Is
a definite stand by a President of
the United States if it Is not when
he plants both his feet squarely and
firmly on the ground?
Only to repeat what Thb New

York Herald said yesterday of the
inaugural address, Mr. Harding de¬
clared flatly against foreign adven¬
tures, "We do not mean to be en¬

tangled." ne declared flatly "America
can be a party to no permanent mili¬

tary alliance." He declared flatly "It
can enter Into no political commit¬
ments or assume any economic obli¬
gations whit;h will subject our deci¬
sions to any other than our own au¬

thority."
If nil that is not a definite and a

Arm and a killing policy against the
League of Nations what In the name

of plain English Is It?
Again, in his admirably clear and

arrow straight promise on debts, ex¬

penditures and taxes, he said "We
can reduce abnormal expenditures
and wo will. We can strike at war

taxation and we must."
Is that groping In the dark or Is it

standing out in tho sunshine with an

attitude nobody can mistake?
There are many other declarations

of policy in the inaugural address,,
there are many other pledges of
position and action in It that are asl
clear In aim. as direct in carrying!
¦ nd as solid in hittlns: the mark as

the foregoing quotations. But If
President Harding had said nothing
more than he did say when he spe¬
cifically and firmly committed him¬
self against the League and the Cove¬
nant he would have emblazoned him¬
self as a Chief Magistrate who is
able to take and eager to take In
behalf of the nation a stand which
Is unqualified and immovable. IfI
he had stopped sbort with his lucid
and forceful statements on debt pay-
Ing, retrenchment and taxing he
would have revealed himself as a

man who not only does right thinking
but carries conviction to the puollc
that he will fight for his right think¬
ing.
President Habiji.vg's Inaugural ad-'

dress, in short, was not merely formal
recital of doctrine. It was virile
championship of doctrine.

A Permanent Shrine to Keats.
Hy way of deriving something per¬

manent from the centenary celebra¬
tion of the death of Jottiv Krats, on

February 23, 1821, a movement has
been on foot in England to purchase
Wentworth Plnce, the house in Hamp-
.tead where he lived for a consider¬
able time with Armitaoe Brown- in
the latter years of his life and where
be wrote several of his most famous
poems. Hampstead Is no longer a

suburb of London. It Is well within
the metropolitan area. It Is now a

densely populated district. Comfort¬
able red brick homes nestle all over
It amid shrubberies. Wentworth
Place, a pretty, old fashioned tills.
Is In danger of being torn down to
make room for a row of tints.
The scheme of the poet's admirers

Is to buy the place, which has been
ofTered to thorn at a prlne of £3,500,
restore It to its condition In Kkats'r
time, fireproof It and equip it as a

Keats museum. The late Sir Chari.fs
DttKE bequeathed a valuable collec¬
tion of Keats sourenlrs to the Bor¬
ough of ITnmpstend and It Is planned
to keep and exhibit them In the old
house. For the necessary expenses
and n permanent provision for np-
krep on estimated sum of £4,000 Is re¬

paired. According to latest reports, all
the money has been obtained except
about S2,B0n, and a number of Amer¬
ican poetry lovers are raising this sum

as a demonstration of American In¬
terest In the enterprise. They aim to

make the subscription as wide as pos-!
slble and Miles M. Dawson, tfie treas-j
urer, will be glad to receive any con-;
tributions, even though email, at 20
West Forty-fourth street, this city.
Hampstead Is the Keats neighbor-

hood In a special way. It was there
that the young poet visited Leigh
Hunt, living at his cottage for some1
time. Fan n y Bkawne, Keats's sweet-
lie-art, lived next door to Wentworth
Place. In the villa itself he wrote
both versions of "Hyperion," "La
Belle Dame Sans Merci" and other
poems. In the grounds a plum tree
under which tradition says he wrote)
the "Ode to a Nightingale" still
flourishes.

What Cam Germany Pay?
Whatever the Indemnity demands

of the Allies and whatever the coun¬

ter proposals of the Germans, It is the
simplest and the clearest proposition
that Germany cannot pay more than
she has the ability to pay and the
Allies cannot get from Germany more

than there is to get.
On the premise that Germany ought

to pay all that she can without eco¬

nomic ravage of that productive coun¬

try and without forcing perhaps an

alliance with Bolshevist Russia which
would spell calamity for all Europe
and perhaps for the world; and on

the rational theory that the only way
to determine what Germany can thus
pay is to dig down to the bedrock
facts of her economic, Industrial, com¬

mercial, financial and social condi¬
tion, The New Yobk Herald for three
months has been making a first hand,
painstaking Investigation of those
very facts and circumstances In all
parts of the country.

In The New York Herald to-mor¬
row will begin the first of the series
of Its articles on the results of Its
German Investigation by Raymond
Swing, chief of The New Yobk Her¬
ald Bureau In Berlin. These papers
will be not merely Important; they
will be astonishing and sensational.
Their interest and their value will
be of International moment

The Iron for Parrott's Guns.
In the Taliaailea Interstate Park,

a great playground of New Jorkcltyand State, lies a tract of 10,000,
acres, once called Greenwood and|
owned by Robert P. Pabbott, the'
inventor of the Farrott gun and his
brother, which had a not unimportant
rOle In the civil war. On this tract
was produced the Iron, dug from
mines and smelted In a cold blast
charcoal furnace, which, transported
over the hills to the West Point foun¬

dry at Cold Springs, was made into
cannon. The most Important prod¬
uct of this foundry was the Parrott
Run an effective weapon of longer
range than any the South could make
or buy, and which an officer of the
Confederacy who suffered from the
deadly precision of its first fire de¬
scribed as "excelling any nrtiUery
ever before brought on the field In
siege operations."
The early iron industry of Orange

county Is almost forgotten to-day.
Few traces of It remain except the
stacks of the old Greenwood furnace
and of the Queensboro furnace built
in the latter part of the eighteenth
century and still to be seen near the
road from Bear Mountain Inn to
Tuxedo. We are Indebted to R. D.
A Pabbott, a nephew of Robert
P'abbott, for the little known history
of his uncle's part in developing tlie
mineral resources of this region.

- TloDERT P. Parrott was graduated
from the United States Military
Academy in 1824; he was assigned to
the Ordnance Department, and ufter
some service In the Creek Indian
wars was stationed at West Point.
He resigned from the army to take
over the cannon factory, and^ he
finally succeeded In acquiring <,000
acres of land in Orange county with
the mineral rights and the Green¬
wood furnace.
The furnace was on the edge of a

small lake in the midst of a vast
wooded tract. The houses of the fur¬
nace mon. miners and wood choppers
were scattered through the moun-j
tains. The labor of these men was

Irregular: the free use of the land,
for grazing, the opportunity for se¬
curing free wood for domestic use.
nn well as for making baskets, spoons
ond ladles, and the use of the woods
for hunting and fishing "all tended,
writes Mr. Pabrott, "to make the
mountaineers indifferent to disci¬
pline.*' Nevertheless, many of them
enlisted and went to the front In the
civil war, and those who remained
did yeoman service at the Iron mines
and fnrnace. An Important branch
of the work was the cutting of IO/hiO
cords of wood and turning it into
charcoal.
The Greenwood charcoal iron was

{.elected for making guns on account
of its remarkable tensile strength.
This quality was the achievement of
years of experiment and investi¬
gation by Robot P. Pahrott. To him
the production of strong iron was a

task and at th© same time a means
to a patriotic «nd. Because he used
this superior metal he was able to
have guns of high effectiveness at
the front when the civil war began.
And he kept on furn'shing them as

fast as the West Point foundry could
make them until the end of the war.

Writing of the Parrott gun R. D.
A. Paitrott quotes his uncle's words
describing it:

"1 wm led to the construction ot
my gun wholly by my own experi¬
ments and conclusions It Is a hooped
run of the Amplest kind, composed
of one p1er» of cast Iron snd one of
wrought iron. It has no taper, no

grrrws. no successive layers of hoops.
It is. however, no hasty expedient;
hut drvised upon tha result of years

of experience and practical trials,
i.nd has a definite and consistent
plan."
lie made no claim for originality

In Inventing a hooped gun; neither
did he claim thut the rilling of the
gun was original. His system, how-
ever, was new, he hud the strong1
Iron he needed and fce conceived Im¬
provements on all other big guns
Mr. Pakhott cites as an evidence

of his uncle's stanch patriotism the
fact that when he tfas importuned t<>
raise the price of his guns because
the Government could not do without
them he refused, and that when the
end of the war came he proposed of
his own accord to cancel contracts
for work unfinished. "The Govern¬
ment accepted this loyal offer and
the manufacture of Parrott guns
ceased."
The Greet*wood furnace was thus

clearly llnktvl with the operations of
the civil war from the first to the last
shot fired; and these early Iron work¬
ers, by availing themselves of their
resources of ore and wood and car¬

rying their Industry to Its high point
of excellence, became national bene¬
factors and achieved a position of
historic importance. The Greenwood
tract, increased until it included more
than 10,000 acres and representing
thirty-three separate purchases, re¬
mained after the war in the posses¬
sion of Kobxbt P. Parkott's brother.
The fact that the owner of so large
a tract cooperated with the late E.
H. Hahbiman made possible the ex¬

peditious working out of the plan for
the extension of the Palisades In¬
terstate Park across the divide to
the western boundary of the Hudson
Highlands. The old furnace, near
what Is now the town of Arden,
made its last blast in 1871, but Its
stack, already properly marked with
tablets, will be preserved.

A Grave in Arlington.
That the body of the unidentified

American soldier killed In France,
in honoring whom the nation is to
pay tribute to all its defenders who
died In the great war, should rest in
Arlington National Cemetery has been
objected to because, it has been as¬

serted, Arlington is intimately asso¬
ciated in the popular mind with the
Union heroes of the civil war while
no suggestion of sectionalism attaches
to the arms of the United States in
the recent struggle against the Cen¬
tral Empires.
To allow a consideration based on

the history of 1861-18G5 to prevent
the burial of one who gave his life
for his country in 1917 or 1918 would
be most unfortunate. Indeed, the se¬
lection of a national cemetery for the
ceremonial interment of a represen¬
tative of the forces which upheld the
flag of a united nation half a cen¬

tury after the close of the civil war

enforces realization of the complete
restoration of national unity in a
manner which must Impress all who
are capable of understanding its
symbolism.
No ground can be too sacred, no

environment too imposing, for the
dust of this man who sacrificed his
life for us. Arlington offers an ap¬
propriate and beautiful resting place
for a hero whose nnme is lost but
whose deeds are a deathless heritage
to his countrymen.

Speed in the Air.
The recent record breaking flight of

the cross-continent aerial mall, dur¬
ing which an average speed of ninety-
eight miles an hour was maintained,
does not by any means gauge the
speed which may be attained by air¬
planes. A record of 103 miles an

hour has been made by a machine of
the oout type under normal condi¬
tions and 201 miles going with the
wind. This test was made at the
Buc Aerodrome In France by Roma-
nat, nnd the first named figures were

reached in reverse tests which were
conducted under c!os<» scrutiny.
Before the advent of the flying ma-

ichine our Ideas of speed In the uir
were measured by the flight of birds.
Comparisons between the animate and
inanimate agencies which have con¬

quered the air are interesting.
Experts agree that the speed cham¬

pionship among the feathered tribe
belongs to the peregrine l'alcon, com¬

monly known in this country as the
blue duck hawk. Tills graceful bird,
whose employment in the ancient
sport of falconry has made him a

favorite object for the brushes of the
greatest painters, is credited with a

speed of 200 feet a second, or approxi¬
mately 130 miles an hour. The pere¬
grine falcon relies upon hit* great
speed to capture his quarry, nnd bis
flights am not sustained like those of
tbo wild gortse, sulpe. upland plover,
arctic tern or any of the other stay¬
ers among the feathered tribe. The
snipe is said to cover 1,0<X> miles or

more at a single flight, while the up¬
land plover, which breeds In the prov¬
inces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and
Alberta, In the Dominion of Canada,
spends his winter In the Argentine.
The wild goose Is known to cover

tremendous distances without stop¬
ping to rest, while the habitat of the
tern embraces the poles.

Next to the falcon the palm for speed
among the birds goes to the canvas-

back, one of the heaviest and largest
of the duck family, which Is credited
with being able to cover 145 feet
a second, or 07% miles an hour.
With the wind In his tail he will beat
the 100 mile an hour mark handily.
The blue winged teal, which shares
with his green winged brother the
distinction of being the smallest mem¬
ber of his tribe, can cover 130 feet In
a second. This makes a record of
around 88*4 miles within the hour,
and those who have tried to bring
down either the canvasback or the
blue winged teal when they are going
In a hurry.as an old cnide once said,
"with s date for supper and half an1

hour late". know that the figures
vouched for by Outing and other au-

thorlttea£on game birds and their
habits and flight are correct. Every¬
body wiio has shot at teal going up
a flyway, as the small rivers which
are traversed by the birds in their
passage north and south are termed,
knows that any teal that is not led by
ut least fifteen feet is a live duck.
The neophyte who shoots at the leader
of the flock and finds that he has
killed the lust duck In the line learns
a valuable lesson on the speed of
these birds, and the same 1s true of
the man \\ ho kills his first canvasback
from a battery, sink box or point.
That able citizen the redhead flies

at the rate of 120 feet a second, or

81% miles an hour, while the Canada
goose beats the air with his sturdy
pinions with power enough to carry
him along at the rate of seventy-five
miles an hour, his record to the sec¬
ond being 110 feet. This Is an aston¬
ishing speed for so large a bird, but
it is unquestionably accurate, as all
those who have noticed his flight In
a group of ducks will attest. The
gadwall and widgeon come next at
00 feet a second, or 61% miles within
the hour, while the pintail, with a
record of 80 feet a second, places
54R4 miles behind him every hour he
is on the wing.
There has been considerable discus¬

sion as to the relative speed of the
smaller game birds, many contending
that the snipe was as fast ae the
dove. The exaggerated flight of the
former may have had something to do
with this belief. Figures show that
the dove is the equal of the pintail in
velocity of wing. Anybody who has
watched a dove come to a water
hole late in the evening knows that
he Is a speed phenomenon. The quail
surpasses the snipe by ten feet a

second, covering 75 feet to the lat-
ter's 65. No wonder his whistling pin¬
ions startle the hunter, no matter
how experienced he may be in the
pursuits of the Held.
The fleetest of the four legged ani¬

mals is no doubt the horse. Man o'
War, reckoned the greatest of his
kind, was unquestionably capable of
lowering all records for a mile un¬

der the conditions which governed
the trials of Salvator and Roamer,
and it was held that with 110 pounds
in the saddle, and with a good day
and track, a mile in 1:33 would have
been within his powers. That would
have been at the rate of a trifle more

than thirty-eight miles an hour.
Nature evidently Intended that the

denizens of the air should reign su¬

preme in the world of speed.

Federal Protection for Game.
There has always been a whole¬

some respect for the Federal courts.
Violators of the law know that pun¬
ishment swift and sure awaits them
If they run foul of Uncle Sam.
The force of this has Jus

_brought home to a resldent 0f N^Jersey who was arrested for killing
wild geese out of season In
ventlon of the provisions of the
eral migratory bird treaty act, which
closes the season for these and other
migratory water fowl on Jnnunr> 3 ¦

V tine of $200 accompanied by a jai
sentence of ten days should act as a

warning to others who have found It
convenient to plead ignorance of the
game laws when haled to court for
killing birds out of season.

It was the custom not so long ago
to regard laws for fish and game pro-action as something In the nature of
a joke and In communities where the
game warden was a sort of hall f"!
low well met there were undoubtedlyviolations which were jinked at.
Buffed grouse, known in some locaU-
ties as partridges, have been netted
in numbers during August and Sep¬
tember by poachers, who find a mar¬

ket for these splendid birds at o e s

In the mountain resorts in this and
other Eastern States. The birds ulti¬
mately reach the tables of those who
nre sufficiently Initiated to ask for

°WThere is no finer game bird extant
than the ruffed grouse and there are

many Interested In his preservation
who would like to see the> same *>«'
of punishment which was mfllcted on
the killer of wild geese out of sea-

"rouse in a trap at any time or kill
them outside the period designated
by law.

MM
heroes of France and of Great B
when it bestowed the Congressional
Medal of Honor on the unknown sol
dters who are hurled, one at. the Are,
tie Trlomphe, the other In Westmlns or

Kbbey. Their graves are shHnP
which mighty peoples will ecnd tljelrgrateful representatives as
civilisation endures, and the decora
tlons .inferred on them will record
our admiration for the feat, they and
their companions performed.

President"YiImhno Sh sure to live in
history. He the tirst President ot
the United States inaugurated under
prohibition.

Tiie report from the recent fur auc¬
tion at St. Louis is to the effect that
U»e prices ranged from 10 to 70 per
,.nt. under the prices prevailing at

the May auction and 25 per cen
higher than the prices at the January
« irs Hut only to an expert does this
settle the great question Is It better
for a woman to buy that fur coat now
or to wait until autumn?

tt will he'eonfusing at first, hut It will
to our 25.0O0 commuters,

most amiable. Rood natured and
well trained travellers In the world..
A Jew York Crntrat railroad official
An unprecedented tribute to the

commuter; usually the railroad man-
mrement and the traveller on sUty trip
monthly tickets ere at each
throat What strange thing has hap¬
pened to Inspire this esteem in the
heart of a railroad man?

Fliifttiotfil Owrtnn#
Knle^r-ttM .Tones * bright Id#*?S?mr-T«s. aa Mew# !*...

Poems Worth Reading.
Ballade of Change.

Where are the hoops of crinoline.
The whiskered gallants' top hat* gray;

The epigrams that flashed between
Folk -who had ample time to stay?
Where are the manners gravely gay.

Tho codes old diaries confide?
The years have swept them *1! away.

Only the trees unchanging bide.

Where are the bustles worn serene

By dames humped up like boasts of
prey;

The capes that with such de*hlng mien.
Swains wore to opera or playT
Where do the coaches' brave array.

The dog certs and the broughama hide.
The prancing tandems, where are

they?
Only the trees unchanging bide*.

Where are the chaperons so keen
Lest Innocence to harm should stray;

The landers, loved of king and queen;
The trains that in long splendor lay?
Old idols have turned back to clay.

Democracy is now our guide.
And skirts grow shorter every day.

Only the trees unchanging bide.

Prince, where decorum onco held sway
A bouncing fomalo rides astride;

Modes, manners, fallen to decay.
Only the trees unchanging bide!

Ciiari-ottm Beck**.

Washington's Headquarters.
Written after & dozen houses on and near

the Hudson hurt been pointed out to the au¬
thor as "Washington's Headquarters."
Pray tell me, ts there hereabout
A house both quaint and hoary

That does not figure more or leas
In old Colonial story.

In narrow lane, on broad highway
By Hudson's far famed waters

That was not, for a while at least,
George Washington'* Headquarter*?

No doubt he was a gentleman.
As soldier brave we know him.

And when It came to statesmanship
All others stood below him:

But If he lived here, thore, elsewhere.
We'd have no trouble proving

That Oeneral Georgle Washington
Just took the cake for moving.

If he thus freely moved was It
Because he so desired,

Or did he fall to pay the rent
And thereupon was "fired"?

Or were there boarding houses where
Great George did dine and sup.

And when presented with a bill
Said "Kindly hang it up"?

I've always thought quite well of
George;

The chap must have been clever.
I've heard he beat the British. But.
The boarding houses? Never!

And therefore, while I'd not reflect
On one In his high station,

I think his WantJerlng Willie ways
Scream for an explanation.

L. C. Evans.

Lost Anehors.
From the Athenaeum.

Like a dry fish flung Inland far from
shore.

There lived a sailor, warped and ocean-
browned,

Who told of an old vessel, harbor-
drowned

And out of mind a century before,
Where divers, on descending to explore
A legend that had lived its way ground
The world of ships, in the dark hulk had

found
Anchors, which had been seized and seen

no more.

Improving a dry leisure to Invest
Their misadventure with a manifest
Analogy that ho may road who runs,
The sailor made It old as ocean grass.
Telling of much that once had come to

pans
With him, who.se mother should' have

had no sons.
Edwin Arlington Robinson.

And the Old Men Shall Dream Dreams.
From the Kansas City Star.

The old men sit by the Are and doze
An4 dream to tholr souls' content.

They were gallant enough In their time,
God knows!

But the gold of their youth Is spent.
They were rovers, darlns and eager then.
In their manhood's radiant dawn ;

They are rovers still, for tiielr souls at
will

Go venturing on and on :
The length and breadth of the Hebrides,
From the far north fields to the southern

seas.
Past tho austere Pillar* of Hercu'ea,
Venturing on and on.

They stir uneasily !n their sleep.
They shuffle their hearth-bound fe»»t:

While the visions last they must hold
them fast.

For tho dream Is sweet, Is sweet!
The old wives sit by tlw» fire and ltnlt
And dream of their girlhoods gone;

But the souls of the old men seek the
lands

They never have trod upon :
For th? langull beauty of tropic shore*.
Through the shrouding mists of the far

Azores.
Past the frozen cliffs that are Labra¬

dor's.
Venturing on and on.

We, too, shall sit by the flre tome day
When our blood runs chill and thin;

And our once rwlft feet are no longer
fleet

For wandering out and in.
We, too, shall sit where the old wives

knit
And the old men doze and yawn,

As bent and gray and as sp«nt as they.
When the flower of our youth Is gone.

We shall nod and dream »s the years
drift past.

Till we come to th«; one great dream,
the last.

And then, with our hands on our hearts
locked fast,

Go venturing farther on.
Esther Clark Hill.

'I ho Brlfhtor Dawn.
/'iout the Atlanta Conitlhitiou.
A little time with sorrow.
Hut In her darkest nlfht

We dream of a to-ninrrow
Unutterably bright!

Monnrlne at Hf.t.

From any ehore afar I cat.b no aceat
If lie the land a-port or lie a-lee;
There la a rest, a vaat tranquillity

Upon the wave* like Qod'a arbitrament.
Tbe *ulla fly hlnh ns thouirh their wlnr*

were bent
Toward airy port* to which *r may

not flee.
Those happy havena of the bleat which

we

Have dreamed of. aome aerial continent.

The harper of the sky evoke* no tune
From nry chord that mortal ear haa

heard;
If any word ia breathed It la Ood'a

word.-
Sllenoa.aa when the earth flrat

ca me to be,
And out of the wan enat crept up the

moon,
A nr»n t fire, opal on n allver aa« I

CtttfTuH *OOT,f.A*r>.
I

New York in No Danger o£ Epidemic
Modern Sanitary Methods Could Check Quickly an Out¬

break of Typhus or Other Disease from Abroad.
From an articl. by Dr. .Itvaft n. Doty,

fonner Health Officer of the Port of
Kew York, <n the "Medical Record."

History furnishes abundant evidence
that protracted wara which physically
exhaust a nation are followed by devas¬
tating ^inbreaks of Infectious diseases.
The principal reasons for this are not
difficult to determine.poverty, fllth and
overcrowding, frequently associated with
an Inability on the part of the Govern¬
ment to enforce protective measures.
Those factors diminish 'ndlvtduai resist¬
ance to all forms of disease. We would
expect the outbreaks to be limited where
the people were Intelligent and the Gov¬
ernment stable and capable of enforcing
sanitary regulations.

Conditions In KYance at the present
Lime bear witness as to the truth of this
deduction. Although this country was

practically tho scat of hostilities and the
Been© of most extreme desolation during
the recent wer, » quick recovery has
taken placo and wo have no report of
the ravages of what are known as quar-
antlnable dlsea^os.cholera, plague, ty¬
phus fover and smallpox.
We may very properly believe It to be

true that tho spread of quarantlnable
diseases depends chiefly upon an un¬

healthy and Insanitary condition of the
people, associated with but little or no
snforcement of modern protective meas¬

ures, and that they may be surely held
In cjseclt If proper means are employed.
Among Intelligent people and under
modern sanitaiy regulations there Is no

reason to fear that an outbreak of these
llseates may not soon be controlled and
sllmlnated. Experience with modern
protective methods fully Justifies this
assertion.

Previous Outbreaks Controlled.
Unfortunately, the publlo tends to be¬

lieve that since typhus fever, plague and
cholera are not controlled In the Bast,
their appearance In the United States Is

ipt to be followed by the same serious
consequences that occur in the alleged
home of these diseases. Unfortunately
this erroneous belief Is encouraged by
some public health officials who have
not had long practical experience with
these conditions. Those who have dealt
with quarantlnable diseases only In East-
»rn countries, where the conditions for
their dissemination are most favorable
ind uncontrolled, are apt to be pessi¬
mistic, believing that like results may
follow an outbreak in the United States.
This reasoning Is absurd and quito In¬
consistent with the facts.

Outbreaks of typhus fever have oc¬

curred at various times In New York
city and have been successfully handled
with no alarm on the part of the publlo.
for Instance, an outbreak occurred In the
60s and one in 1893. The latter outbreak,
is was well known at the time, was

traced to some newly landed immigrants
In New York who soon afterward devel¬
oped the disease and transmitted It to

many others In a crowded tenement
house district In the lower part of the
city some days before the Department

Health became aware of Its prea-
»nce. General sanitary measures were

promptly carried out The cases found
were removed to the hospital and their
slothing disinfected and suspects were

sept under careful observation. With the
result that tho outbreak was soon under
control and the disease disappeared.
At the time of tho outbreak of typhus

fever which occurred in the '80s tho
Department of Health was unable to

provide proper hospital care for the
'..ases of typhus fever discovered about
the city.almost entirely In the tene¬
ment house sections.and it was neces¬

sary to keep many of them under ob¬
servation in their own apartments. As
far as possible the sick were Isolated
and cleanliness insisted upon. There
was but little disinfection, for the De¬
partment of Health had very limited
equipment for this purpose, yet with
hese simple protective measures the out-

jrealt was successfully dealt with.

These results Illustrate what the usual
lanitary measures ran accomplish In the
presence of an outbreak of typhus fever,
tf successful results were obtained with
the limited facilities to which I have
-eferred, we may be assured that with
the hospital service and the complete
equipment now at the command of the

Department of Health of New York and
>ther cities there Is no reason to believe
:hat the outbreak of any of the quar-
intinable diseases cannot be promptly
ind successfully dealt with.

Limitations of Quarantine.
Every necessary and reasonable means

nust be taken to prevent the lmporta-
:lon of communicable diseases, for they
ire not pleasant visitors and they carry

ivlth them a heavy mortality. There is

no Justification, however, for the en¬

forcement of ridlculoi/ti ami drastic reg-

jlations. which ate usually associated
with more or less hysteria.
We rely for protection against Im¬

ported Infectious disease chiefly upon
narttlme quarantine; we rely too much

upon It and not enough upon local de- i

Only a Station Needed.
I'lien Upper Central Park West Would

Crate to Re an Island.
To Thk Xkw York The Pub¬

lic Service Commission held on Wednes¬

day another of those perennial hearings
In regard to a new subway station at

104th street and Central Park West.

A crowded roomful of people asked for

(he station, but the attitude of the com¬

mission seemed to be that there had

been no such growth of population in
I hat section as to demand additional
transit facilities.
And the principal reason why popula¬

tion does not grow there la the lack of

adequate transit. How long: will It take
to overcome that Impnssd?
The elevated express trains rive good

service njorning and night to the district
below City Hall Park, although to get
on them from 104th street there are

first seven local stations to be passed.
But even this service is not available
to points above City Hall exccpt those
on the extreme west border of the city,
Nor Is It available outside rush hours

or on Sundays, and holidays.
The local elevated trains must be used

to the theatre and shopping districts
and to most of the business sections, and
they are exceedingly slow.
From that little island at the north

end of Central Park West The Bronx,
Washington Heights and points north,
and oven Momlngslde Heights, are well
nigh inaccessible.

Is II not good business for the city

parturients of health, which should be
prepared to assume their part of die
) esponslblllty If emergencies occur. An
attempt t0 secure 100 per cent of safety
hi dealing with outbreaks of Infectious
disease always falls. This means the
enforcement of regulations which are

Impractical, drastic and even brutal.
They cause unnecessary inconvenience
and hardship for those who travel by
»ea ojid seriously injure the business
of the country.
When maritime quarantine was first

organized the "fomitea" theory, which
holds that any exposed article is able
to transmit Infectious agents, was su¬
preme. Although this is a fallacious
belief, it unfortunately still exists to a

certain extent. It is only within tho
last twenty-flve or thirty years that
those who have given careful practical
investigation to the subject have been
convinced that the incitants of infec¬
tion are commonly transmitted by per¬
sons and not by things. This knowledge
1® of great value to those who are re¬

sponsible for the public health for it
simplifies their work and allows them
to give closo attention to the examina¬
tion and observation of persons brought
under their Jurisdiction, who, when In¬
fectious diseases occur, constitute the
important modlum of infection, and not
vessels, cargoes, baggage and the like.

First Class Passengers Safe.
During my quarantine service, which

covered a period of fifteen years, I never
found a case of typhus fever, plague
or cholera among the first class passen¬
gers on vessels arriving from foreign
ports, and rarely a case of any form of
Infectious diseases, although cases of
quarantlnablo disease were frequently
detected among the steerage passengers
of these vess^s who had come from In¬
fected centres, principally in the East.

First class passengers live and travel
under healthful environment* ;they rarely
visit Infected centres; if so, they pro¬
tect themselves while there; further¬
more, they have nothing to do with
steerage passengers while on shipboard.
Therefore it is manifestly improper and
unreasonable that they should be held
at Quarantine except bo far as it is
necessary to ascertain their physical
condition, where they have been for an
indicated period prior to their embarka¬
tion and to obtain their home address.
After this information was obtained and
they were found free from infectious dis¬
eases they were allowed to proceed to
the city. Although the result of tills
plan was kept under careful observation
during my term of service as Health
Officer of the Port, there wbs no evi¬
dence presented that any unpleasant oc¬
currences followed.
Among second cabin passengers there

may occasionally be found one or more
of the type of steerage passengers, and
the.se may have previously affiliated with
them In transit from the Interior, but hav¬
ing sufficient funds concluded to travel
sccond class. This must be borne in
mind In dealing with this grade of pas¬
sengers. Steerage passengers, particu¬
larly those arriving from the East, are
commonly Ignorant, unclean In their
habits and usually come from centres
where filth and poverty and overcrowd¬
ing exist and where some form of quar-
antlnahle disease Is present; therefore
they constitute a distinct menkce to the
public health and should be subjected
to a most careful examination at both
the port of departure and the port
of destination. The examination should
be made not only to detect well marked
cases of diseases but, more important
"till, the mild ambulant or Irregular
ones which constitute the most danger¬
ous medium of Infection, for they are
quite apt to pass unrecognized and
transmit infectious agents to other*

The Real Barrier.
I have no desire to belittle the danger

of tho louse as a medium of Infection
In typhus fever; however, I believe the
importance of absolute delousing is over¬
emphasized. As a result of experience.
I do not believo It is necessary to carry
out this process except in dealing with
cases of typhus fever or cases suspicious
of this disease. The louse is an objec¬
tionable parasite and delousing may well
be insisted upon as one of the desirable
measures of personal cleanliness, but not
as an indispensable and vital safeguard
against pestilence. Furthermore, this
renovating process should be carried
out at ports of departure and not at
United States ports.

I may say in conclusion that every city
and town throughout the United States
hhould be un.lf-r the observation of an

efficient health officer who Is capable of
dealing promptly with outbreaks of In¬
fectious diseases or suspects which may
appear in his locality, possibly due to
some Infected person who has passed
quarantine unrecognized. Unfortunately
many of the small towns throughout the
country have no health officer.fre¬
quently the health officer Is a layman,
entirely incompetent to d"al with emer¬

gencies..nd It Is largely for these rea¬

sons that extended outbreaks frequently
occur throughout the United Sta'es.

to g'\e Central Park Went the same
sort of treatment that has resulted In
the rapid development of upper Broad¬
way? The subway Is already there, roll¬
ing merrily along under the feet of the
weary pedestrian. AH that ia needed is
a station. Why not build It?
New York, March 5. O. C. Sf.i.dbn.

Chitiiip Clark's Fairness as Speaker.
To T»in New Yonn Hroai.d: Tlie flncot

tribute to Speaker Clark that I ever
heard waa paid him by the late K. J.
Hill, Representative from this diatrlot,
hi* strong political opponent.

Mr. Hill said: "Clark tries so hard to
be fair to the opposition that he often
leans over backward." G. E. Cuktis.

Norwai.k, Conn., March 5,

Why W illlHm Allen White I.Ike* Rikvri*.
Trim (he KmpnrHt (Httrtte.

Make no mistake about Rmporla: It may
be regarded as a highbrow town. The fact
thnt a fow college professors and other
longhorned hlghbrowed < attle live h«r"e
does not change the fundamental facts.
There was more telephone Inquiry, for In¬
stance, at the OMrtt* office to .);m>w
whether Strangler Lewie had flopped the
man with a name that aotinded like a oork
coming out of a catchup bottle than ther¬
mae to know whether the dormitory bill
passed In the "Senate. Emporia lias a high¬
brow veneer, but she Is good old fashioned
folks at heart.

Ine*ens«ble.
Kli g Alfred burned the rakes.
"Now that tha servant problem I* »a»lnr,

¦web incompetetf"* won't be tolerated." w*
earn'd htm. .

Eight Years of Misrule.
Philip Hone's Review of the Results

of Jackson's Administration.
To Tkjc Nbw York Hwrald: On the

morrow of the Inauguration consider the
words of Philip Hone, Mayor of
York to 1828, who wrote In his diary !.
1S37 aa follows:

March 4.This is the end of General
Jackson's Administration.the most dis¬
astrous In tho nnnals of the country# and
one which will excite "the special wod-
der" of posterity. That such a roan
should have toversed this great country,
with a rule mora absolute than that of
any hereditary monarch of Europe, and
that the people should not only have sub¬
mitted to It but upheld and supports*
hlrn In his encroachments upon their
rights and his disregard of the Consti¬
tution and the laws, will equally ooca-
slon the surprise and Indignation of fix¬
ture generations.
Four months later in the same yew

ho wroto:

July 4.We are nominally In the enjoy¬
ment of the liberty which was bequeathed
to us by the men of the Revolution: we
have the glorious Constitution which they
framed for us, but eight years of mis¬
rule have left us nothing but the empty
name. Independent, too, we are of for¬
eign control.and long may God preserve
us so.but the tyranny of public opinion,
supporting measures of the most oppres¬
sive character, has doatroyed that proud
and manly personal Independence which
was heretofore the characteristic of my
countrymen, and men are governed by
self-Interest, or bound down by a strong
but Invisible chain of party spirit, a badge
of slavery like that of Wamba or the
serf of the north.

The people of New York have no Philip
Hone, but they have Thk Nbw York
Hbrald to chronicle the conclusion of
tho eight years now finished.

J. K. Hantx
Nbw York, March 5.

Railroad Safety.
One Sure Way to Prevent Accident*

Like That in Indiana.
To The New York Herald: Railroad

accidents like that at Porter, Indiana,
will be Impossible to prevont as long as
the safety devices in use are, as they
must be, dependent on human action,
which is almost certain at times to fall.
However, there Is one thing that can

be done, In fact should be done, and
that la to force the railroads all over
the country to abandon their policy of
rivalry as regards the making of fast
time with their crack trains, making It
a State prison offence for an engineer
to cross the main line of any other
road at the same level without flrst
bringing his train to & full atop and
being positively suro he has the right
of way. This was formerly the rule
and Is yet where so-called derailing de¬
vices are not installed.

If a railroad company believes that
It must make the time now demanded
by the publlo It should be compelled
either to elevate or to depress Its tracks
at such points. This would of course
be expensive, but would the expenditure
exceed the expenses which will now have
to bo met In the way of settlements of
damages to relatives of the dead and
Injuries to others?

An Old Railroader.
Ramset, N. J., March B.

A Bonfire of Novels.
Remedy for Discouraged Wives

Offered In "Don Quixote."
To The Nbw York Herald: It is curi¬

ous that In the series of Interesting
letters you have been printing about the
discouraged wife no comment has been
made on the cause of her discourage¬
ment, namely the reading of a certain
book. Apropos of this her husband
asked: "Is there not a tendency nowa¬

days to sneer at the affairs of every
day home life and to overemphasize tha
spectacular?" There certainly Is, and it
need hardly be said that tho spectacular
means doing something to get talked
about.going on the stage, writing a

book or painting a picture.
Now not one person in ten thousand

or % hundred thousand ha3 the ability to
do those things and get talked about,
otherwise succeed. And if you don't
succced, what than? Well, those who
have got a glimpse behind the scene*

of obscure Bohemia know. Compared
with that a happy home.but enough.

In a chapter of "Don Quixote" tha
curate is represented as consigning ta
the flames the works of chivalry whlcb
were responsible for the mental aborra*
tlon of his friend. Would we had som#
like him nowadays to make a bonfire
the novels and scenarios which Induoa
young persons to turn their backs 04
the home and go out Into the world In
search of adventure and glory wltlj
about ns mucii success as the poor Don!
Nbw York. Match 6. Stiunu*.

Mr. ScJtaH's Disclaimer.
His Name Han Been I'sfd Without

Ills Authority.
To Thk Niw Tobk Herald: It ha»

Just coma to my attention that my nam*
appears among a list of "honorary vlce-
presldontB" In a pamphlet distributed at
a muse meeting held February 28 at
Madison Square Garden to Indorse a
resolution introduced In the House ot
Representatives by Congressman Fred¬
erick A Britten.

I wish to protest most emphatically
through the columns of your widely
read paper against the absolutely un-'
authorized use of my name In connec-
tlon with tills movement, with which 11
am In no sympathy whatever.

I trust that you will seo nt to pub¬
lish thli letter, theroby obliging

Fr.KDiciticK Mri.urn Suit all, Jr.
Js"*w TonK, March 5.

Slcnt of »prl«l la the Ozark*.
From th« Tina Interior Journal.

During the few days of except tonal lr
springlike weather recently large flocks of
duaks wers winging northward, bees were

buzzing round and bud* on the maples
looked ready to burnt. It would not sur¬
prise us to learn that Gap Johnson of Hum-
pus Ridge, Ark., had prematurely shucked
twelve or fourteen of his children out of
their winter flannels.

The Nprlng Hike In Kansas.
Hyramort not! fn the Rcuth Kanita* TrikwMb
The annual spring move Is now on. Ches*

tor Greer Is moving to the Hmlth place la
rtadlcal dlstrlrt; Stephen llracken has
moved to the Talbott-Aklnson place; Mis
Ferrell goes on the J. Dennis place; Orlffy
Savior farms on the Smith place In Radical
district; Chester Graham Is farming the
upper Costs place; Wesley Hynek, from
near Fredonls, moved to the old Campbell
place, and Mr. Dickens to the Rpringer
place.

The Associated Press I* exclusively entitled
to th« use fur republication of all news Cee-
patchea rented to It or not otherwise
credited In this p!\p»r, snd also the local
news tpfrllshetj herein.

All rlrht* of republication of special tfSW
pgU'hea herclu aie also rettrvtd.


