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 DOMESTIC RELATIONS COURT AS A

Chief Magistrate Alexander Brough and typical scenes sketched
from life in the Domestic Relations Court, where he presides. Many
children appear with their parents and often are witnesses.
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Record Shows Vast Number of Marital Disputes That Might Have
Ended Seriously Settled by Discretion Displayed by Judges
and Probation Officers---First Hand Examples Given

ASTONISH!NG increases in divorces
and marital troubles, treated as a
nationwide problem in the Magazine
section of THE NEW YORK HERALD
last Sunday, aroused so much comment
that the accompanying article on the
question locally is of especial moment.
In this instance the cases of matrimomnial
unrest are taken at their earliest official
stage—the Domestic Relations Court.
The figures given show that a great many
family debates that might have led to per-
manent dissolution of the marriage ties
are settled by the court and its probation
officers. In the ever increasing number of
such settlements rests the hope that a par-
tial solution has been found for what
threatens to be "the great American evil.”

ite face when she turns It toward

unhappy couplez who seek her aid,
not to untie the coupling, as by divorce, but
usuidly to get sustenance for the woman
They trowd into the dismal and ancient
YorkviHe Municipal Court House, which is
now the Domestlc Relations Court for Man-
hattan, and rehearse thelr woes o inter-
viewers and Investigators who are instructed
by Edwin J. Cooley, chief probation officer,
i “have a heart.”

This Injunction is carried out to the letter
and in the %pirit by Joseph J. Mackey, pro-
bution officer In charge, and the varlous
officials under him—who, considering the
quantity of work pillng on them dalily, are
all too few—are cautioned to proceed with
the same gentleness,

Substituting the Round Table for
Court Etigquette and Cer ny

I AW tries her best to soften her gran-

himself knew about cooking, to take her

occasionally to the movies, &ec., and the palr®

went home happy.

While thers are in esch day's business
lighter troubles like the above which are
capable of adjustment on the spot, the ma-
Jority of cases of marital difflienlty go
deeper and present difficult problems, It
Is a rare day Indeed when the interpreters,
investigators and Interviewers are not over-
whelmed with work. The complrints are
brought in by women in the majority—the
large majority—of cases, and when a man
comes to explain the trouble with his wife
and himself he Is usually accompanied, as
are the women also, by a child. Thus he

.might, in describing afterward the engross-

ing experience, use the words of Prospero
to Miranda: “I and your crying self.,”

Foreign Tongues Predominate
Where Marital Woes Are Heard

Three-fourths of those who come to be
helped are forelgners—Hungarians, Czecho-
Slovaks, Russians—former citizens of mid-
dle Europe, with but a sprinkiing of Ameri-
cans and now and then an Italian., It is
remarked as a singular fact that with a
race so excitable as the Italian husband and
wife, especially in the peasant class, live
together in the main nmignhly.

But foreign speech prevails In this puiid-
ing devoted to the woes of the married, and
In a general statement made by one of the
sitting magistrates it was learned that of
40,000 adult delinquents committed to penal
institutions one-fourth of these are for-
elgners.

And of these it is exceptional if each one
has mot at least four children, who are
pinced in Institutions also at the expense of
the publie,

“For,” said City Magistrate Alexander
Brough, “what wo seek to do there is not
to conduct a dignified court, hampered by
atiquette and ceremonial, but to hold a round
table to consider Informally, with a view to
remove or soften them, the domestic troubles
of men and women. Our purpose Is to make
life easier, not harder, for them, when we
can do so within the law.

“But we work under great difficulties,
principally insufficient space and inadequate
help. The fAgures show this instantly. 1In
1819 there were 282,439 arralgnments, 175,020
convictlons and 6,616 probations. These
figures represent all the cases. In the Do-
mestle Helatlons Court 4,013 probationad
cages were carried over from 1918 and in
1910 releascs on probation were 6,646, mudk-
ing o total of 10,659 cases in that court alone,
These figures are swelled by 4,843 prelimi-
nary examinations to July 1, 1920, and pro-
bations in the same six months amounting
to 3,461,

In the Domastic Relations Court there are
fifteenn male and fifteen female probation
officers, on whom falls the heavy duty of
interviewlng and investignting these 08,
Some reliel was afforded when the rule was
passed requiring centralization and certaizn
officers formerly housed here were estab-
lished in a central office. But this relief was
one of space only.

Two courts are held by day and one at
night in the old building, which Is never
free from some degree of marital infelicity,
although these are hardly the words that a
woman demanding rellef would be apt to
use. Much more common is the complaint
couched like this: "My man, he run away.
He pno bring more money for me and the
children.”

This is, indeed, the ultimate enuse that
brings hither the women who utter their
complaint In every kind of dialect and lan-
suage. Now and then a novel reason bring=
them to court. As, for instance, the one put
forward by a young woman who had been
4 wife but a few months, This was that her
husband ealled her “out of her name."

No“Politeness to Devote to
Woman Who Couldn’t Boil fotﬂo

When the husband was summoned to
explain what he meant by this treatment
he sald that he eouldn't be expected to be
polite to & woman who didn't know how to
holl a potato,

In this case the “have & heart” negotia-
sjon resulted In the reconcllintion of the
couple. The young hushand was advised to
e patient with the eculinary shortcomings
of the young wife, to teach her what he

New American

HEN war temporarily halted the
W pllgrimage of German and French
dolls to this country American
manufacturers of toys were urged to pro-
doplls that would rival their foreign
coukins in the hope that the trado would
peefer the home product.. The American
toymakers were offered this opportunity to
achieve a commercial, artistic and patriotic
triumph.

IMd they it?  According 1o u woman
wha supplies the crowning glory for most
of the dolls' heads in this country. just one
maker produced a model
beautiful in every way than any of the for-
vlgn toys. And it seems (fitting that this
successor to some of the patronage of the
flnxen halred Rhine maildeng at least should
e woman, '

Mrs. Hattie E. Bartholomay of Portland,
Ore,, aceopted the challenge to compete with
the Oerman and other foreign doll makers
She desmigned an adorable Mittle creature,
Hight enough for a child to hold, yet of a slze
what appeals to ninety-nine out of every
hundred lttle giris. whose maternal joy s
In proportlon to the cuble inches of thelr
vt

The doll triumph, pronounced so by Mrs.
Sophin E. Delavan of Chicago, who s the
largest manufacturer of dolls' wigs in thils
country, may be seen in A specinl room
at the Toy PFalr in the Imperial Hotel,
Mre. IDelavan collected the Western dolls
which are as dainty In form nand color-
Itie s any Partsian manikin, and lg show-
ing them as an oxhiblt separate from
her own. Here I8 an instance of femi-
pine  magnanimity, for the wig wiz-
ard & a8 proud of Mrs, BRartholomay's
achlievement a= ghe I8 of her own, And
overy one who stops at the Delavan booth
in Invited to winlt the bhooth dovoted exclu
tvely tn the RBartholomay dolls,

An Ttnlian iptor modelled the head and

duce

do

consldered more

A n sits near the entrance doors of
the old court house whose business it is to
give information to the complainants sand

couple, and this falling, then the next thing
to a modus vivendl te proposed., This is an
agreement which both are asked to sign by
which it is admitted that if for any reason
neither can live with the other, then they
will do their best while living apart to keep
i home for the children. By such an agree-
ment the husband |s sworn to give one-half
of his earnings weakly for the support of
his wife and children.

Magistrate Deals With Those
Who Refuse to Sign Agreement

It 15 understood by everybody interested
in this agreement that the case will be
followed up and kept under court super-
vigion for six months.

An obstinate woman refusing to sign the
agreement or a recaleitrant and bitter hus-
band declining to obligate himself to pay
the money, the couple are haled before the
magiatrate and one of two methoas s
adopted to bring them to terms. The first
Is called a consent order and involves pro-
bation oversight wilhout conviction. This
is In order not to iInjure the husband's
chances of making a living, or in the civil
service by having a conviction marked
against him. Many young men, It was sald,
are brought to court by thelr wives and
persuaded to slgn the agreement because of
this tenderness in regard to his future
chances,

In case of refusal to sign this kind of
agreement or, having stgned It, a failure to
keep Its provisions, then the couple are put
under straight probation, and the man i=
placed under hond to fulfil the conditions
If the bond Is a cash bond the amount re-
quired is fifty-two times his weekly earn-
ings, For Instance, If he earns §10 a week
the cash bond required of him Is $520. A

DIVORCE CHECK

)

direet them where to go. If family troubles
have brought them to court they are sent
up to the Interviewers' room and wait their
turn to unbosom themselves to one or other
of the seven women interviewers. These
women git at screened desks and do all pos-
sible to induce perfect confidence of the
complainants.

Having heard the wile's story of desariion,
brutal treatment, failure to support or what-
over the dificulty may be, the interviewer
esends for the hushand and hears his story
The case Is then turned over to an Investi-
gator, who makes what |s termed a “fleld”
investigution—that is, he wvisits the home
and inguires in the neighborhood of It the
opinions of the persons who know the couple.
An appointment is then made for the hus-
band and wife to come to court on a cor
tuin day. 5
First an efMort I made te reconcile the

real estate surety is required of twice this
amount,

The weekly sums for the wife and chil-
dren are paid through the Alimony Bureau,
a department of this court which is car-
ried on near by In Fifty-ninth street. A
fallure to pay extending over two weeks
means that the husband will be brought
back to court and harsher means adopted to
bring him to his duty., The harshest is that
he will be thrust into the workhouse,
When the excuse of the husband is that

i= without employment and therefore
cannot pay the money eofforts are made to
find work for him by the employment bu-
reau, which ls a part of the system.

A busy seene In which piteous, grotesque
and absurd features abound I8 presented
dafly In every room of the old court houss,
but perhaps none offers so many features as

oll Outclasses For

the probation officers’ quarters! ‘There, In

New type of doll modelled by an Italian sculptor and manufac-
tured by Mrs. Hattie E. Bartholomay of Portland, Ore.
of the few American doll triumphs scored over the foreign toy makers.

This is one

M

.l' ,.:5,.!- “‘;'-" ...... Lunp S
hody of the Portland doll, whioh s mids
entirely of fine kid Tts nrms, lege and
(ores look human, which e mdre than can

N A T A e

o L ol =ome dodis.  The coloring is ex

quikite and the apparel s such a8 would de
light a =mall interest the

girlt and cirl's

addition to the officers attached to the court,

are to be found the re entatives of the
various welfare socletlh who work patiently
and successfully along with the court offi-
cers. The latter sald that they tried to co
operite with every sort of denominational
and undenominational rociety that sought

to nssist the work of the court. The follow-
ing women are unremitilng in thelr attend

nnce at the Domestic Relatlons Court, where
they follow up the work of the authorized
probation offfcors Mrs. Spiclberg, repre-
senting a Jewlsh soclety; Mrs; Douglass, a
colored bhand of welfare workers; Mrs, Fay
connected with a Catholle soclety, and the
Misses Taylor and Chalkley, who represent
Protestant  soclet! organized for soclal
work.

“We cannot commend too highly the work
of these women,” =ald the probation officer
In churge. *““They are always cheerful nnd

eign Made Toys

mother. For svery garment le of fine mus
lIin or sllk and I8 hand made,

Mra. Delavan “discovered” Mra, Bartholo-
may In an odd way. At her hendquoarters in
Chicago Mre Delavan began recolving
orders for ber finest doliss wigs, Thoy were
usually for one size. sometimes a golden

bronze, sometimes chestnut or gold and al-

ways they were for the finest human hals
she uses (11 the manufacture of this toy ae
CERHOTY

Tha orders interested hor and she wrote
to the woman who was sending them to
Inquire whit she wanted the wigs for. In

reply she recelved a doll, the equal of which

Mre. Delavan declares was produced by no

other per firm In this country e

cading, o ¢inee the war, nor has [t
poer the Atlantie,

Childeen  adors  the soft. pink, chubliy
choeks and the supple body. And there
¥ no danger of breaking off an arm or A
leg. lor ho kid hody s practically evers
Jasting As t ol requires the utmont
cape and kil in making and as [t is dreauml
wnd enotffed [ i cxpenglve sivie, the fin
fshedd product no means cheap. The
denlers Wt Delnvin snye, wre onthu
|t ver the Loy

who I8 the oniy woman over

Mrs Dolavan

invited o pddr the annunl convention
f the Natlonnl Chamber of Commerce and
s honorary president of the Woman's As-
soclation of Cotnmer which Is affillated
#ith the Nuational Chamber of Commeren
Fashington, has horself designed a brand
mew doll.  Her rang doll with shapely
arms and logs and atiraotively dressed In
the national mlum of various eountries,
or ng A Greenwich v ' irti=t or ax DMnah
ot Frenoch bed or an Rages and Raggy.
Quantities of flaxen ha reel Cierman dolls
ave Iy sont to this country recently and
mors are RLTLaT woording to Mrs
Irelavan Thit ' s the American
manufiacturers d'd rodbuee a sufficiently
ittrnctive doll thad wid e m ifnctured
¢ guantin CTOiE o compete with

i

parent change due to probibition in this
ause for domestic troubles; but few of these
cnses fre placed on probation thoy ar

eettled otherwise,”
He accounted for the greal incre
the volume of cases tried in this
non-employment and to the number of slock-
er marringes.
Under tha formes

ot

are grouped inoompati-

bility, other women, other men, {orced mar
ringes, dseases, Jealousy, perversion and
Megitimate children. Under the heading of
temperamental traits  are  the following
items: Intérferenca of relotives, Iaz

abusive treatment, religious differences,
Fing wives
Eeconomis unemploymet
gambling, dom ¢ incompetency, finan
differences, misa while under the
heading of mental and physical troubles fall
irresponsibility, insanity, physical disability
and habitual eriminal, .

Temperamental traits supply a good many

iness,

Causes,
Non-support ... ..

Intoxication ..............

Vagrancy ......
Other causes, .. ...

creased 103 per cent.

Cases Placed on Probation in the Domestic Rela-
tions Courts of Manhattan and The Bronx.

Disorderly conduct. .......... it

Since 1912 to 1920 arraignments
convictions have increased 55 per cent. and probations have in-

1917. 1918. 1919.
574 1,076 1,149
235 408 392
237 266 195
446 431 174
S 70 62

50 130

.hlnve increased 36 per cent.,

willinz, and if they ara not In eourt when
a difffcult cuse comes up In which they can
wesist we have no trouble in eliclting thelr
interest and help. Without this outside help
in the present conditlon of an (tterly In-
adeguate number of investigators we woull
be in a bad way"

For the most part the women who come
o try to get support out of the men who
have married or deceived them are amenablo
to any sort of suggestion, Uving, as they do,
i an Old World dread of law and anuthority.
bt there are exceptions to this meek class,
these made p dramatic deflunce of
court officers on the day when these
notes of what is to be seen there were taken.
She met her husband In court and at onco
took awny from him  their three-year-old
child, whom he had brought along, In her
cxumination she admitted that she was lv-
ing with another man in Brooklyn, and she
wirned the ofleerse that this borough w
ont of their provinee. When they threat-
ened to take the child away from her under
the law’s ruling that she wes an mproper
guardian, the woman defied the offleers to
lo 1t, saving that there had been o ruling
of the court that as a child of 3 wus un-
observant or without the powsrs developed
to comprehend what was passing around It
no harm could be done.

The woman won out all along the line,
wndd this explaing why her excoptional cams
s given so many words. Although the pro
hatlon officers detained her while they
wulted the Brooklyn branch of the Doinest!
Relations Court and the Soclety for the I'r
vantion of Cruslty to Chlldren, they
finally obliged to let her go and the child
with hoer, becnumse noither soclety could act
untll after investigation. This strange moth
er olonged to the {llitorates class, but
hnd been fully Informed of her rights nndes
the law.

Cooley Gives More Light
On the Prohibition Question

A subject of great Interest is he
prohibition has had In marital troubles
Have the coses brought to the attention and
riuling of the Domestlc Relations Court
diminished mince it went into effect

As statistica go, there has bDeen a diminu-
tlon of complaints bassd on drunkennies as
o cause of domestic unhapplness, bhut thie
decrease has been lesa than expected, Two
maln oauses that produce the cllents of this
sirange, court are the main ocauses still
despite the diMeulty for the poor man to got
“"booze.” Those main causes wre distinot sex
factors and aicohollam and narcotic drugs
In the latest report on the Probation Service
made by the chief probation offlosr to the
Hon, Willlam MeAdoo and the Board of
Magistrates the chief eauses of dslinquency
in family problema are percentaged thur for

e of
the

con -

W

effert

the first (sex factors), 3008 and for the
weeond (alcoholism and drage), 37,
Chief Probation OMeer Conley axplained

the discrepancy apparent between his sitate-

ment regarding Intoxicatlon cases In the
Domestie Relations Court in this way
Ther hae beon no decrease and no ap

L]

aqudrrelling couples, and are difficule to deal
with., 1t Is satd that while men and women
may be cured of drunken habit ingd afte
trinl brought to agrie with o under
standing of the rule of 1} t ;
very little hope i« held of ire Agrod
moent wien thers differences of religionus
bellef, n habit of ing the wife down
on the part of the mos 1 hablt of nag
ging by the wify

That every ‘ pirate and indi-
vidual consideration, following up and o
dicial decislon s civm [ eourse, so that it
is from the vislting tivn offierrs that
the surest facts are to obtained about
what change prol tion 1 wrought, It
hias not yet been gre thay =ay, but thes
nre confident that o change for the better
will come, and =hortl)

Up to th e t wean  possible
foirr the "pay day deinkers™ to get whiskey
and Saturdny ghis in the tenements have
not boen ferent from what they wore
hefore prohithition Gut It 1= getting more
nnd more difY It t M up.” and "we look

mprovement

wures drivwn from *he exesodingzly bullks
Feeor to show results tell the same stors
From B0 (Inaly 1) arradgnmeorits I
the Domest| Helutions courts  have In
oreased 36 e ent., convictlons hav

P ' tvnt, and probations havs

! 1 cont

In tl ] iy months following
erillen number of casox

1pervisory work earried by the
toers hins on excessive. The number

) carvied by the various oft

ra ha vled from 100 to 300 per ofMico
1t ewlt for any ane able to fli
(O uminn miseg T g
I e In s dome
ourt but a graver on
vl Very intrieate protiler e thore pre
nted, the propor disposition of which w
ave oo roe nffuence on the el Thn of

focting of reconcillations hetwes ushand
ind wife and the rebuilding of broken dowr
familles may well tax of the
court offleors and draw on t v for Lhe bost
human tridis Thelr wy leuerting
husbands s fundament Kened unde
the present ‘Inw, sinoe man who |8 con
victed and serves months’ pentencs
annot come up trid  again amil six
months have clapsed In this interim
can, If he wishes, rofuss v aupport his fam
Ly The Inw can’t touch him It s ther
hat the social workers get after him and
seek to bring him into a belter frame
mind

It may ba well to refer agaln to the num
bar of people who passsd through the Ot

Magistrates' Court lust year. They exeeeded
260,000, and about 150,000 were convicted
Only a small proportion of thess 150,000 ape
habitun! criminals Probatlonary oversjeht
without stlgmna has, |t |= eclnimed, saved
many of them froam folling y thin clpes
The work of the Domestlec Relat ot
reprosents o hase of the great awalen

of social conscloneness that swrrping ave:
the world



