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WEATrr-* FORECAST.

east winds.
Highest temperature yesterday, 6a; lowest, 47.
detailed weather report will be found on Editorial pagr.

Unsettled to-day; to-morrow rain; fresh THE NEW YORK HERALD *««"»*=
THE BEST IN ITS HISTORY.

best of The Sun intertwined with it, and
the whole revitalized, is a bigger and better

(copyright. i>21. by the sun-herald corporation! and sounder newspaper than ever beiore

VOL. LXXXV..NO. 196.DAILY.

DECLINE IN WAGES
HARKS SLUMP IN
EVERY INDUSTRY

Progressive Falling Off in
Pay Beginning in Sep¬
tember Shown to Be

Nationwide.

MAXIMUM 33 1-3 PER CT.

Slashes in Some Cases in
Excess of Drop in Cost

of Living or Prices
in General.

LABOR SUBPLUSA FACTOR

Wage Decrease and Per Capita
Earnings in Score of Lead¬

ing Industries Listed
hv Labor Department.

Sft'uial Dmpatch to The New York Hbfald.

New lork Herald Bureau, I
Washington, D. C., March 13. )

Wages are on a decline throughout
the United States in practically every
industry. Reports to the Department
of T^abor show a progressive decline
which, beginning in September, has
followed business depression and price
recessions.
The full scope and extent of the re¬

ductions so far made are not known.
The Department of Labor has bean

getting isolated reports for many
months, but these have not been cor¬

related, as general wages reduction
surveys are outside of the usual line
of statistical tabulation by the Bureau
of Labor Statistics.

Reports received show wage reduc¬
tions running as high as 33 1-3 per cent.
In the hosiery and underwear industries
In February, ilthelbert Stewart, chief
of the Bureau of Statistics, stated that
wages practically throughout the coun¬

try would be moved down in the general
business and industrial readjustment.
He declared, however, that the slashes
so far made wero far in excess of the
<lrop In the cost of living or in prices in
general. "This should not be the case,"
Mr. Stewart declared. "Wages should
"ollow prices and cost of living in the
dowr. hill slide, as they did in the up¬
ward climb, instead of being precipi¬
tated at this time."

Conditions rtf employment have had
much to do with wage reductions. Three
million men or more are idle in the
United Slates. That 3,000,000 repre-

.ents wag* earners, willing workers who
are out of a job, and the labor surplus
has figured largely in the wage reduc¬

tions.

I.ick of Order* a Cause.

In tne,period irom October 10 to No¬
vember 15 last estimates in ten of the
fourteen industries classified by the
J^abor Department showed reductions in

wages, duo to general lack of orders.
Iron and steel wages increased dur¬

ing the period. Those in the automobile
industry struck a balance, both slight
increases and decreases being reported.
The ear building Industry was llkewlb*
on the turn at that time. In the cottoi
industry a small number of mills re¬

ported 10 per cent, increases, but the
majority reduced wages 20 per cent
Slight decreases iwere made in hosier?
and underwear. Wages in the woollen
Industry were decreased. The silk in*
dustry was on the turn.

Since that time large corporations lil.t
the General Electric have reduced wage*.
The United States Steel Corporation,
however, has stood on the existing
wage scales and has reduced neither
wages nor prices, but many of the In¬
dependents have cut wages.

I<atcst reports to the Department of
l^abor, covering conditions In January,
show that during the period December
16, 1920, to January 15, 1921, there
were wage changes made by establish¬
ments in thirteen of the fourteen indus¬
tries. In each of these industries one

establishment granted an increase to em¬

ployees.
Iron and Hteel: Wage rate decreases

ranging from 20 to 25 per cent, were

made to all employees in one establish¬
ment. Three plants reported a decrease
r>f 20 per cent., aflecting all employees in
the first plant and 90 per cent. In the
necond The number affected In the
third plant wm not stated. A reduction
of 15 per cent, was made to tiie entire
force in three mills, while another mill
reduced the wwges of all employees 12
per cent. In two plants time and one-
half was eliminated, resulting In a de¬
crease In earnings of 13.7 per cent. In
one plant, whila the approximate de-
reaso was not reported by the other

plant.
I'lnnts I'nrtljr . Insert.

Due to lack of orders, many estab¬
lishments were partially closed and the
per capita earnings reports for this
month show a decrease of 6.4 per cent,
when compared with last month.
Automobile*: In one shop a 12 per

rent, decrease whs nm le to 95 per cent,
of the force. A decrease of 10 per cent,
was reported by three establishment*,
affecting 80 per cent, of the men In two
establishments and 75 per cent. In the
third. Thirty per cent, of the employees
In one concern received a decrease of
about 9 per cent. General business de¬
pression was reported throughout the
industry and several factories were
closed due to strikes. The per rnplts
turnings are reportel as being « « per
ent. less for the pnvrolj period In Janu-

srj than for the corresponding period In
December.
Car Hnllitiim anil l(o|tiiIrliiB : This In-

t list"** reports that In order" to reduce
expense* and on account of jjeneral bind-
ne»s conditions the number of employees
was induced The per capita earnings!
for the porlod In January are 8 9 poi
cent, lower than for the December pay¬
roll per'od.

C ollnn Ma mi fsrtnrlng t In a large
percentage of the concerns reporting
wage rate reduction* ranging from 5 to

A

Massachusetts Towns
Offer Bonus for Doctors

Special Despatch to Thi New Yoik
Hnui.D.

gOSTON, March 13..Innumer¬
able small towns of Massa¬

chusetts are offering special in¬
ducements in the way of "cash
bonus" in their efforts to attract
young physicians to settle in
their midst. More than seventy
towns are without doctors and
these are "borrowing" doctors
from adjoining communities.
Many of these towns are in

the Berkshires. One, the town
of Otis, offers to give $500 an¬

nually out of the town cash box
to the physician who will come
there to practise. The various
town authorities are getting in
touch with the medical faculties
of Harvard and other schools in
the hope that graduates will be
drawn. It is estimated that the
average country doctor in this
State earns about $2,000.

EACH SIDE TO BACK
UP IN RAIL FIGHT

Both Ready for Concessions, Is
Belief.Labor Leaders Don't

Fear General Strike.

G0MPERS 18 BRACING .MEN

Meeting of Workers Called.
Neither Roads Nor Men in
Financial Shape for Fight.

The American Federation of Labor,
on behalf of its affiliations that will be

affected by the pruning of wages by
the railroads, purposes openLng a

counter barage of statistical and moral
propaganda in which will be seen thg
arguments the employee will make to
the United States Railroad Labor Board
when the problem In put before that
tribunal:
The labor side of the controversy is

scheduled to appear this week. Just
what the programme of the A. F. of L.
consists of is problematical, but it is
not unlikely that mass meetings and
a series of revivals will be held in New
York and elsewhere to educate the
public and brace up flagging spirits
within the ranks of the affected
workers.
Samuel Gompers, president of the

federation, has been in New York for
.several days and. with the exception
of caie day and a night when he spoke
at Harvard, has devoted tlie bulk of
his waking hours to conferences with
local leaders of railroad unions. He
has found some demoralization within
union circles, not because the men are

any less loyal to their leaders, nor less
zealous in their opposition to wage
cutting and the open shop, but be¬
cause so many men have been out of
work for such a protracted period
that many of these are reaching the
stage where work of some sort at
whatever wage is imperative.

llnlf'ss sentiment within labor ranks
changes considerably the likelihood o'f
anything approximating; a general rail¬
road strike is most remote, according
to local leaders. First of all. the men

appear to have wholehearted faith in
the predictions of Qlenn Plumb and
others that the labor board will not per¬
mit the railroads to revert their various
wage scales to those that obtained im¬
mediately preeee<Mng the rise granted
by the board on July 20, 1920

Marine tVnrkrm Are Doubtful.
The marine workers employed by the

railroads declare that the railroads can¬

not prove to them that business is so

bad that either wages or payrolls must
be curtailed. In the I'ark place head¬
quarters of the Allied Marine Workers
they say thnt Henry Ford's pronounce¬
ment that conditions nre picking up is
the whole truth and that facts fall to
bat k th? statement by the Erie Railroad
that the refusal of the labor board to
countenance the wage cut it proposed
must be equalised by a 30 per cent, de¬
crease In working personnel.

After listening to random observation:-
by both labor leaders and railroad
executives It appears that some such
situation as this exists:

Both sides are willing to go fui and
muke some concessions to avoid an Im¬
passe that makes a strike an alternative
to complete surrender. The labor m< n

say that If the financial condition of the
railroads Is so bed as the managers say
the men will, If actuated b> no other
motive than thai of self-preservation,
concede certain figure* to tue railroads
and possibly agree to a small cut In
pay (a cut not so large, however, as the
railroads seek to impose). Rut. they
add. the railroads will have a lot of
proving to do.
On the other hand, the railroad "ffl-

cisla fear doing thst whlrh will make
a strike a certainty because the already
embarrassing condition of railroad
treasuries eannot stand the enormous

losses a strike entails. There are rail¬
road managements < particularly the
smaller fellows) who fear thst bank¬
ruptcy hints will mean added strength to
the continuous agitation for Govern¬
ment ownership of rosds. and these men
reslisje that should the (lovernment be
compelled to tak«- over th<' roads they
will never hand them back. Of, putting
It another way. "ill have nnbc»dy t'>
hand them hark to.

Homr See I'litmh Plan Urn \enr.

Then. too. tle-re hpimmis to hi thst
t\;>e of labor leader w|n> look." forward
Willi Hstlsfai tlon to » possible situ-(
atinn wh«t c tli" Government will have to 1
lake ;i ii'tni in n<. management s

financing of the rosds. lie. of course
is of the finish plan elenv nt. There atv

any number' of labor leaders who assure
otw that tie pre.*<>nt situation Is the
dawn of a Plumb plan era.
And aiong the sarnj line of reasoning

C'mMittfc-ed on Fifternth Pngr.

FVRNISHED Room s<lv«rtlser« find that
The H»r*M Want Ad». get them a most

tjrpe ef roomers, lee Classified
r Wift Io-w

KANSANS TAR TWO
NON-PARTISAN MEN,
EXPEL EX-SENATOR
Townley's State Organizers
Forced to Roll in Grass in

Absence of Feathers.

LEGION ME* IN LKAI)

Bugle Calls Crowd of 200 to
Action; Whereabouts of

Victims Unknown.

OUTRAGE, SAYS BURTON

Former Member of U. S. Sen-,
ate Captured on Way to
Make Public Address.

Great Bend, Kan., March 13 De¬
tails of the Antl-Non-Partlsan League
demonstration in Butler county yes¬
terday and last night, which reached
a climax in the escorting from Great
Be*id of J. Ralph Burton, former
United States Senator from Kansaa,
and the tarring of J. O. Stevic and
A. A. Parsons, officers of the league,
revealed to-day that Stevic and Far-
sons were compelled to apply a coat-

ing of tar to themselves after their
clothing had been removed. After they
had been forced by the crowd of sev¬

eral hundred men to roll on the ground
their clothing was returned and they
were told to leave the county.
The whereabouts of Stevic and Par¬

sons, who are respectively State organ¬
izer and State secretary of the league,
were not known to-night. Neither hail
word been received here as to the where¬
abouts of Burton or of a Prof. Wilson,
another organizer for the league, who
was with Burton when he was for v<l to
leave Great Bend.

Burton and Wilson were on their way
to Ellinwood, a small town in this county,
where they were to address a meeting
yesterday afternoon. When they did
not appear Stevic and Parsons came here
to learn what had become of thein. The
latter two were then taken out of the
city and told not to return. Later when
they appeared again In Ellinwood they
were tarred.
Had Everything- lint Feathers.
When it became known at Lyons, a

small town near by, that Stevlc and Par¬
sons lmd returned to Elllnwood again,
American Lesion men are reported to
have gathered for the purpose of going
there after them. Bugle calls were used
to rally a crowd to make the trip and
the gathering departed at 6 o'clock.
They Interrupted a Non-Partisan League
meeting and brought Stevlc and Par¬
sons to Great Bend, arriving about 9:30
P. M.
The party, numbering about 200 men,

took Stevlc and Parsons out on a road
leading north from here. No opposition
was encountered. A few miles from
town a halt was called and the men ware
ordered to remove their clothes. Pro-
testing they obeyed, and a supply of
tar was brought forth.
"Smear that on." was the command,

and the two, trembling from the coid
night air, began the application of the
mihstance to th< ir naked bodies. When
they had finished they were ordered to
lie down nnd roil In the grass. A lack
of feathers made this Imperative, mem¬
bers of the crowd said.

Their clothes were ther. returned to
them and the mob turned back to town,
warning Stevlc and Parsons never to
return. To Stevlc it was «x.plalned that
this treatment was given to him because
he had violated promises to remain out
of the county and that the purpose was
to keep lilm out through lear.

Following the meeting of the league
here and .it Llllnwood last summer, feel¬
ing has been against it. The meeting
here was marked by the egging of a

Mr. Mills, a national organizer for the
league. At Kllinwood a meeting was

broken up, nnd Stevic at that time went
to Gov. Allen with a protoet demanding
that Sheriff Yancy be taken from office.
Taney is now deputy sheriff.
Hnn No Kvldenoe, Nays sheriff.

No effort, it Is said, had been made
by the league to enter Barton county
after these disturbances, but after A. C.
Townley, head of the league, came to
Salina recently and launched a mem-

t<er»hlp campaign It was. Indicated that
the league intended to enter Barton
county again.

Preparations were made by American
Legion men'and other opponents of tfle
(.ague to oppos.- their entrance. The
Legion men made It plain that they
were not acting as member* of the
veterans' organisations, hut as Indi¬
vid uais.

Stevlc's home Is in Topeka. He has
been active In Non-Partisan League
circles more than a year.

Former Senator Burton announced at

l?utch|nson Just after the Kllinwood dis¬
turbance that he would make a formal
statement relative to what he termed
"this outrage" when he return* <1 to Sa-1
Una, where he owns a newspaper

SherlfT Sam Hill of Great Bend said
to-night that he had been unable to gel
any evidence that there had been a

tarring party. Stevlc and Parsons were
In town yeaterdaj. he saltl, and ifter
there had been several near fights he
accompanied them out of town for even
miles, followlng'behlnd In a second au¬
tomobile as a matter of protection He
saw no other machines or any evidence
of a demonstration, he said. He ais"
said that he had not seen former Sena¬
tor Burton.

DR. BAUER HURT IN RIOT
OF VIENNA STUDENTS

Social Democrats Start Trou¬
ble in University.
I},/ the .is.., nir,i Pre**.

Vienna, March 13. Dr. Otto Bauei,
former Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the Austrian Republic, and (wo profes¬
sors of the t'nlverslty of Vienna were
badly Injured during a student riot here
yesterday. The disorder arose from an
attempt on the part of the Social Demo¬
cratic members of the student body to
celebrate the anniversary of the 114*
tassplattan.

t "\
Budenny's 100,000 Army

Helped Reds Take Orel
STOCKHOLM, March 13.The
^ Nya Daglight Allehanda to¬
day prints from an alleged usual¬
ly well informed source a report
that Gen. Budenny, who was

marching by order of the Soviet
Government from southern Rus¬
sia to Moscow, on reaching Orel
ioined the Revolutionaries with
his entire army of 120,000 men
and assisted in the capture of
Orel. The report ltas not been
confirmed.

40 BUILDINGS BURN
AT CAMP BIERR1TT

Six Structures Blaze I p Sini-

iiItnneonsly and Others
Soon Catch.

LACK OF WATER SERIOUS

Whole Plant Endangered.
Riverside Drive Turns Out

for Sio*lit at Tenafly.

Fire started simultaneously last night
in six buildings In the southwest sec¬

tion of Camp Merritt, at Tenafly, N. J.,
and by midnight had spread to thirty-
four other structures, all of which were

of wooden construction and had been
in use as barracks or hospital wards.
The entire forty were destroyed with
a loss of between $30,000 a*d 140.000.
At two o'clock this morning the Are

was under control, but owing to the
lack of water there was still danger
that the flames would spread and de-
stroy the entire camp. The burned
area was from Hickory avenue north
to Madison avenue aaid from Chestnut
street to Knickerbocker avenue.

The Are was unusually spectacular,
the flames a/id smoke mounting high
and lighting up New Jersey for sev¬

eral miles around. The heavy glare of
the tire was seen from New York by
hundreds of persons, who lined River¬
side Drive to watch the towering,
wavering columns of smoke and flame.
Several thousand persons living in the

vicinity of Tenafly and other New Jer¬
sey towns went to the camp by foot,
trolley car and automobile, and the
crowd became so great after a half hour
or so that it threatened to hinder the
work of the firemen.

According to reports reaching the po¬
lice of Tenafly and other New Jersey
cltl»s, Camp Mcrrltt, which was a prin¬
cipal demobilization point for American
troops returning from Europe, is now

deserted save for a fenv watchmen left to
look after Government property. These
men turned out to fight the flames as

soon as the fire was discovered, and ap¬
paratus wax sent from several New Jer¬
sey cities, but the firemen werf able to
do nothing because of lack of high water
pressure. The nearest hydrant Is in
Knickerbocker avenue, almost a quarter
of a mile from where the flames were

raging, and although a line of hose wa.i

attached to this, the small single stream
of water had little effect. The only
fire apparatus able to do anything
against the flames were several chemical
engines, but their work was of little
avail.
Many of the building* that were on

Are, as well as many others in varlou-
parts of the cai^p. had been sold to
contractors and were being demolished
for the lumber. All the burned build¬
ings were two stories, each able to ac

commodate about a hundred men.
More than twenty families living about

a hundred yards behind the burning
buildings were ordered by the Hrcn:ni
tc. leave their homes, which they <1 d,
.carrying with them most "f their I"
lcngings. the firemen helping to r< nov-

furniture from the house*. At tli.it
time the dwellings were in littlf «i no

danger, the order being a precautionary
men sure.

It was feared that the wind inlgh'
hange and the (Ire spread to tin b »'i " ".

n which case It would* have been Impos¬
sible for the firemen to save them.
Many of the families returned to their
homes after the Are had been put under
ontrol or had entirely destroyed
barracks near their houses.
The forty buildings destroyed ""re

owned by the Harris Bros. Comi.ny
of Engiewood. which had oought t *m

from the Government Tor the luinbt r.

Many were being demolished, at In
limy cases the boa rite and lumber d

In front of them could not be
sway In time tb prevent its ilestr t in.

Watchmen and the police from i nrb>
towns after investigating wer- not
to learn the origin of the flre v

ing to the police there was no he:i.t
light In any of the buildings when the
fires started. Klre departments from nil
the surrounding New Jersey towns
answered the alarm.

WOMAN, 70, KILLED BY
PLANE AT PABLO BEACH

Victim, Gathering Shells, Isn't
Seen by Flier in Landing.
Jacksonville, Flat.. March 13- Mr."

A WottWkofT, aged 70, of Van Weit,
Ohio, wan killed to-day at 1'ahln H»ic l

by an airplane driven by Moflte Ho'f<
of Augusta, Qa Rolfe was attempting
tc make a landing and apparently lid
not see Mrs. Woltenkoff, who was t""i
Ing to gather seashelln.
The piano struck her In the *ld'' v

Oeputy Sheriff took charge of Rolfe
.ending nn investigation
i . cowboys i.bavf, nciii.n.

Httm.fN, March ||. -The Hmeilean
ru<vboy s who came to 'It1 nuny with
shipload of utle recently left. ;o

.lay for Hrem n. from which nort th«-i
vlil riturn to Atticrfc.-i "n bniird th<

«ilisJ|||) }(e\v tt chelb

WOMAN ORGANIST
KILLED NEAR HOME,
RESISTING 'RIPPER',
Mrs.-Edith M. Wilson Loses
Life in Struggle With
Pursuer. Who Escapes.

| __________ .

POCKETBOOK IS FOUND

Church Musician, Called a

.Perfect Gibson Girl,' Was
Popular in Perth Ambo.v

ASSAILED IN RAINSTORM

Woman Who Saw Victim Re-j
turning From Movies Gives

a Man's Description.

On hei way home from the "movies,"
and less than one hundred feet from
her doorstep. Mrs. Edith Marshall Wil¬
son, pretty young organist of the
Simpson Methodist Episcopal Church
in Perth Amboy, N. J., was murdered
during the rainstorm Saturday night.
Prosecutor .Jotteph E. Strieker of Mid¬
dlesex County said last night he be¬
lieves the crime to have been the work
of a "Jack the Ripper."
The best theory the authorities have

evolved indicates that the murderer.
supposed to have been one of a group
of four intoxicated men seen in the
vicinity.followed Mrs. Wilson when
he saw her heading up dark Center
street toward her home at No. 78. He
seized her. The struggle that followed,
the authorities believe, frightened her
to death, for an autopsy by Coroner
Hansen showed she died from hemor¬
rhages, and it was known that her
heart action was weakened by a growth
she had several years ago.
H^r assailant dragged her Into the

shadow of a board fence that separates
the lawn of the house next door to her
own from the back yards of the houses
in High street around the corner.

Careful that her white face should not
he visible against the dark background
of shrubbery, he placed over her the
umbrella she had been carrying and
stole away.

liUbnrrr Knlluni Victim.

The last person who saw Mrs. Wilson
alive, so far as is known, Is a woman
whoso name Prosecutor Strieker refused
to disclose. .She told him of seeing four
men, presumably laborers, arguing vigor¬
ously at the corner of High and Fayette
streets and apparently Intoxicated. The
group broke up Just as Mrs. Wilson
passed, and one of the men continued
along High street, seeming to follow the
young woman. The woman furnished
the Prosecutor with a description of the
man, and Mr. Strieker intimated confi¬
dence In locuting him or others of the
group speedily.
The autopsy substantiated the laborer

assailant theory. It Indicated from
marks on the body that her assailant
wore rough clothing or boots. Other
marks on the body Indicated clearly, the
police said, that the murder was of the
ripper type.
Robbery was advanced as a motive

when Mrs. Wilson's widowed mother said
a platinum wrist watch and two diamond
rings had been taken, but Inasmuch as

one of the supposedly missing rings was

found later In the victim's room the
Prosecutor was Inclined to nelleve the
other pieces would be found also In her
home. Her pocketbook was found near

her body. Its contents untou< bed.
Tracing back Mts. Wilson's move¬

ments during the evening, the authorities
found she went to the "movies" at the
local Strand Theatre in onipany with
Miss Sue Pranke of Si Jefferson street,
a girl friend of long standing. After the
performance she stopped to buy a loaf of
bread, which was found near her body.
They parted at Jefferson and High
streets, In front of tne church where Mrs.
Wilson was organist. They looked at

in electrically Illuminated clock through
the mist. It rea<l 9 :20.

Intrnrti Worries Her Mother.

At half-past ten Mrs. Elisabeth Mar¬
shall. Mrs Wilson s mother, grew worried
vor her failure to return home She

telephone to the He* Dr. Wllbert West-
rott to Inquire if by .irf> chance she
had stopped In at his residence, next door
to the church, to discuss the Sunday
musical programme. She had not. the
minister said

Mrs. Marshall told her fears to Alder¬
man John W. Kell«'), In whose house
she and her daughter lived. Kelley and
Ms brother, James, started out to seareh.
They Inquired among Mis. Wilson's do-
qualntances to see if she had gone all-
ng, and learned of Miss Franke leaving
her at the corner a few blocks from
i »ntre street. They confined their search
then to the route over which she would
have passed, and after more than an

hour of examination of shadows and
alleys, found her body.

There was no sign of a blow on the
head. Fragments of bead trimming from
lor dress were scattered about In the
mud Her clothoa were torn and plas¬
tered with stained mud The heavy
downpour had washed off fingermarks
from the umbrella and her clothing and
obliterated distinct footprints. Prose¬
cutor Strieker said.

Cltlxens of Perth Amboy were aroused
b\ the crime, the first "ripper murder"
in their town In thirty years. Mrs Wll-
v in was ftnown well by hundreds of
them Though she had been with the
.Methodist church less than a year, she
had built up one of the finest choirs it'

on Fifth Popr,

What Is It You Want?
Bettor Help? A now position? Soil or exchange
your automobile? More capital for your business?
A furnished room? Country Board? No matter
what your WANT is a Want Ad in The Herald i*
moat likely to jrratify it. Telephone Fltz Roy 6000.

THE NEW YORK HERALD
a

DEFENCE BILLS TO GET QUICK
PASSAGE IN EXTRA SESSION

Sptciat D'apatrh tn Th» NlW T»ik llMAM)
N>w York HriMld liurrau.

Wnthlnirton. I). C.> March 13.

'pHERE will be little delay in the extra session of Congress in pro¬
viding appropriations for the army and navy, the two great supply

bills which failed last session.
According to Congress leaders, it will not be necessary to submit

new estimates for either of these measures, nor will additional hear¬
ings be. required except for possible changes involving questions o"
policy that may be suggested later by President Harding or his Cab¬
inet officers at the head of the War and Navy departments.

Secretary of War Weeks has announced that he favor an army
of 175,000 and Secretary of the Navy Denby has urged "a fighting
navy adequate for defensive purposes." Undoubtedly they had the
approval of the President before making these recommendations.
This clears the way for Congress.

One large factor of delay on the naval bill in the Senate, that of
international discussion of naval disarmament, seems to have been
removed. By unanimous vote the Senate adopted a resolution author¬
izing the President to call a conference with the leading Tiaval
Powers. It is not opposed by President Harding.

Senator Poindexter (Wash.), acting chairman of the Naval Af¬
fairs Committee, looks for speedy action on the naval bill next session,
believes it will include the same disarmament provision practically
that the Senate approved earlier this month, that no additional esti¬
mates will be required and that few hearings will be necessary.

In response to a request for his views on our naval policy Senator
Poindexter said: "An adequate navy means one able to protect our

foreign trade and our posesssions agaitist possible aggression and to
protect the essentia! rights of American citizens, without which the
nation would immediately sink into an inferior position. We can do
without a large army and concentrate our miltiary resources very
largely on the navy.

"The present cost of the navy is due largely to the doubling of
pay of sailors and of cost of materials and supplies. As normal condi¬
tions are restored these items will no doubt return to the normal
status."

DR. SIMONS SEES
ALLIED VIEWPOINT

Sh.vs Opinion Is Germ tiny Is in

tliWrong and Has
Not Requited.

(ALLS LEVY A BLUNDER

Declares 'Tactics Politico-
. .Financial I topia and

Economic Nonsense."

Uu the Associated Pre**
Berlin-. Martfb 18..Dr. Waller

Simons, the Foreign Minister, in his

ninety minute speech in the Reichstag:
Saturday appeared to question whether
the allied demands had been rightly
estimated in Germany.

"I must say." Dr. Simons declared,
that when one comes fare to face
with our opponents in London, when

one hears what the situation Is in
their countries and under what dis¬
tress and cares they themselves are

laboring, it become* clear that their
demands are not Inspired merely by
the Intoxication of victory or lust for
power, but that on the contrary they
are the result of extraordinarily heavy
trouble* and distress in their own

countries." .

While stoutly maintaining the tiwftd
illegality of the penalties, he declared
he was strongly opposed to rupturing
relations with the Allies because "our
position in the world Is not such that it
could be improved by a bn-ach." *jr.
Simons admitted that It was possible to
got a better world perspective from Lon-
rion than from Berlin, and thereby te«>-
l*e how general the opinion is that Ger¬
many Is in the wrong ana i..«» «.«i acne
. nough to requite that wrong.

"If we now resorted to severe meas¬

ures." said Dr. Simons, "this would only
bo regarded as confirmation of that
opinion, and we should lose all that
good will we so sorely need to extricate
us from our great difficulties."

Dr. Simons described the proposed
levy on German goods as "a gross blun¬
der for the Allies themselves." bec»u>**.
he declared, "It would drive trade with
Germany Into the hand* of spe« ulator."
and hopelessly Impede the formidable
task of restoring International ex¬

change, which It would be impossible to

do until the question of stabil'zing Ger¬
man exchange whs solved.

'Tn my opinion." said the l-'oreign
Secretary, "the allied taetlc* w ill soon

show themselves to be what he> are.

a politico-UnanduI I'toT snd 'ConoinlC
nonsense."

Majer-Gen. von " " of '«'.

German reparation" delegate it, in gi*-
Ing his Impressions of th» l.ondon con¬

ference expressed tli< opinion (hat had
Premier Lloyd Go,mij< >»f Gv it Hrltaln
contemplated a breakdown In the n>go-
tlntlons he would rot hsv< helrl the
conference In London. 'Ut would have
selected some place "with the necessary

atmosphere like Purls f Brussels
(Jen. von Sfe«-ht said that at Spa

and Vermllleo th< Kierch and Belgians
had treated the Germ in delegates like

Kaffirs. but that In London the Kngiish
attitude toward them hiid been In every

way correct and poliu. That King
George even had Inquired whether the

delegation was being properly accommo¬

dated.
The breaking up of the onference » «s

attributed by Gen. von Seocht entirely to

Premier Rrland and M Lemhettr of the
French delegation.

FIVE VIRGINIANS LOST
IN FIRE AT RICHMOND

Two Furniture Stores Rurn
With $500,000 Datndpe

Rich mono. Vk. Ma it 13 l ive men

were burned to death, others «t II Wfio

missing and more than fifteen were in¬

jured to-day In a fire that destroyed t^vo

furniture stores on flroad street Four
of the men whose bodies had been re¬

covered to-night were firemen and the
fifth had not been ld»mtlf*d The prop-
erty lose wss estimated st half s mlllloB
dollar*.

Manufacturers Purpose to Shut
Down if Allies Erect Cus¬

toms Barrier.

ALA KM AMONG WORKERS

Possible Labor Trouble May
Require More Allied Troops

iu Occupied Zone.

nit?i itit Cable to Tin N»rw \o»k Hbsaid-c::xk- >-¦
DCMLMW. March

turara in the newly occupied /.one pur¬
pose to close their factor.es If the
Allien persist Ut their intention to im¬
pose a customs harrier in the Rhine-
land and collect a high percentage on

all exportation* to allied countries, ac-

cording to information obtained to-day
by The New York Herat-d correspond¬
ent from reliable sources.

Already the rumor that some of the
biggest industrial plants are preparing
to shut down la cawing lively agita¬
tion in labor circles. There is h grow¬
ing possibility of trouble with workers
which will require the despatching of
further allied troops across the Rhine
and even the occupation of other in¬
dustrial centres such a- Dortmund an<

Kssen, although the civic officiala at
Ruhrort. Dulsburg and Dusseldorf are

advising the population to keep calm
and let the situation And its own solu¬
tion.

,It is reported thnt the chambers of
commerce throughout Wurtemberg

issued a general appeal to all
classes of the population urging a boy-
cott against English. French and Bel¬
gian goods until the Entente revokes,
"the coercive penalties against the
Germans along the Rhine,"

It l« significant, however, that despite
the threat* '>f n shutdown of Industrie-
the workers resumed the usual Sunday
shifts to-day There Is a growing ten-
,U iYv absolutely to Ignore the military
.n. »sur< « The fact Is that few soldiers
nre se.o In the streets unless on sentry
dut> although the offlrers are allow-!
the llbetty of visiting the wine rooms
and restaurants, which flourish as *>«.-
fore the war. the population general!:
thronginK these places and spending
money as If nothing had happened
since 1»I4. !The attitude of the tlernian mluatrial
magnates Is considered now as reveal- |ing Jermsny's game as an Invitation to
lft the Allies enter and take whatever
they want In the way of compensation,
but th.' population generally show :<n
Inclination to refuse to accede to »n''
demands.

, ."The Allies' plan will caua- the ruin
nf Germany commercially and Indui- jt-l.-lly and will even prevent her from
paying a low percontaKe .>f th« r»pars-
tions figures demnnded b> the Allies,
said I»r. Petersen, prominent s* a dire
tor In several big enterprises here ami
a member of the Duaaeldorf Chamber of
Commerce. "Within a month aft.r the
establishment of the proposed -egim.
tlvf- will be n<> employment for «»et»

man workmen throughout the region
German Industry * «nnble to wlthstam
such paralysing pressure

"

Dr Petersen Insists that the trade "f
the Rhinelund Is net with the Allies and
n-utral countries, but chiefly with the
remainder «f Germany "Prussia an
Bai at Is «re our great ***** J '

«nIfl Th<* custom* Imrrttr wV>ul« *
#

0,I> the reception of raw materials «n.r

,»i*r the piles of mnnti.'actujred gc*»l
to su h an "*t«nt Hut «» u"iild >' .

., ,, ll( try longer to keep our «

ma nit" in' ft to *
contract'ci itt. o' the norma <. P*1

rlngeV'VV mVn,y,,m.'i,ti-s ago do n«t

"'U,The Allies are trying to kill the g"^stir ».
theme of the propaganda which has been

Contimu'd on *«.-.«< rno+

EUROPE'S IMPASSE
LEADS TO AMERICA
AS LIKELY ARBITER
Senate Leaders of Both Par-
tics s<*e I 11 it cm I States
Drawn to Act as Neutral

Mediator.

BELIEF POSSIBLE HERE

Arbitration by This Govern¬
ment Not Inconsistent
With Harding's Stand,

Belief in Capitol.
PRESENT PLAN COSTLY

Need of Rehabilitating Ger¬

many Economically Recog¬
nized as Occupation Tends

to Paralysis.

Special Dt'tahh to Tub New Yoik Hclllb.

»w York Hrrald Rurean. I
W>shin|t«ii, D. Marrh 13. f

There 1s an increasing feeling among
Republican a*id Democratic Senate
leaders that the United States, regard¬
less of Us own volition, is being ma¬

noeuvred into a position where It will
exert an indirect influence at least
which will serve as a solvent of the
situation precipitated in Europe by the
allied plan of forcibly collecting repar¬
ations from Germany.
The development of this Influence,

Senate leaders believe, will be part of
the reorientation of America's rela¬
tions with Europe and the reet of the
world ui line with the vigorous self-
respecting foreign pclicy which It was

made clear yesterday the Administra¬
tion will adopt.
The position of determining Influ¬

ence which the American Government
is acquiring in this respect Is in line
with the editorial suggestion made in
The New York Herald a short time
ago.that the United States arbitrate
the question presented by the Inability
of the Germans and the allied repre¬
sentative* to agree. The suggestion
was regarded as a logical one by diplo¬
mats but the question* at issue had
not been sufficiently clarified to bring
about allied acceptance of the idea.

Ta*L of Allies Difficult.
Since then the Issues between the

allied Powers and the Germans have
developed logically, with the result that
the Allies have undertaken a contract
of which they would probably like to
be relieved, while the German accept¬
ance of the situation renders it mora
complicated.
The Inexoi able progress of events. It

l.« realized here, has brought about a

posture of affairs which gives to the
United States a place of Increa
ptfwer. which may Impress on the A
and upon Germany the necessity of i

lng upon the N<¦w World once mor
balan< « the affairs of the Old.
The j«rt which the United States 1

play in the drama of International j'i
tics in no way will complicate t! «<

statement of position made by Pi
dent Harding In Ills inaugural addi i>*

President Harding then said that Ar
lea sought no part In the dlrectlor >f
the affair- of Europe. Any part wl >1

this Government «nay play In brln*
Germany ana the Allies to an unc

standing will be merely part of u .

necessai- American programme of
establishing peace for Itself.

As International authorities see

situation here, the Allies have as 1
more than Germany can pay, while ».er.

many I n* r> sponded by offering a ridic¬
ulously small sum In reparations. The
Allies have advanced Into Germany, and
the Germans are saying, "Do your
wurst."
The situation offers no immediate so¬

lution without outside Influence of a

character tlie Allies may rely upon to

be friendly, and the United Stales, di¬
rectly Interested In a settlement, well
informed Senators think. Is the only
go\ernmental authority which can ex¬

ert such Influence.

Franee In I nrerlnln Position.

No corroboration lia* been obtained
here concerning the Instructions re.

ported In press de«p«t<*hes to have bce'i
given by the French Government to Am¬
bassador Jussersnd to open negotiations
with tli" Government at Washington
with a view of reestablishing Franco-
American relations. In Fref: h oftlctal
ijuarter*. however, there Is no disposi¬
tion to question the authenticity of the
report.
Ambnsnsdor Jusserano has alresrty

conferred with Secretary of State
Hughes, whllt Ambassador Qeddee la

»rj*e< ted to Initiate negotiations with
the state Department.

It is realised that the logic of event*
necessitate . a prompt understanding on
the part of France with this country.
Hefussl In the Senate to ratify the
treaty, with the failure of the Senste
and the public to react favorably to
the proponed Anglo-French-American
alliance ha« left the French Govern¬
ment wlthoit guarantees for the future
It iiusi decide on lis future course.
Willi the possible absorption by Fiance
o/ t ie nhln« provinces as <ri slter'is-
t I. f thi tier*salty win « Is
siiltM'd to be l>H(k of til IVeru'l' effort,
r. p rtel tht pres ifespnti cs of this
ii'... -a, to :,.\|\r llv d«a of the
Fr< i. Anglo-American alliance.

It I- nlso r'ttHacd that hi advan ing
j11o in the M.. have ut der-

'
: til. 'oil. ,.l .inclusion

of which may iot be forecast.
Hut tb< chief difficulty of the Buro-

p> <n Impasse and one In which th»
T'nited States mor.' directly enters Is
the necessity of rehabilitating Knmpe
economically, and this will he difficult
If not Impoealhle of tnwrtplliliment
without American participation.

While the ntate Department ft mat**


