
Longer Skirts Established by French
Dressmakers Soon to Be Accepted Here

Americans. However, Fear
Skirts to Ankles Will Ac¬

centuate A *»¦»'.

Br ANNE HITTKMIOl SK.

L0THE8 have subtly changed,
yet it is easy to say that the
contour of clothes has not

changed. This statement finds a com¬

plicated explanation.
Well, the contour has not changed.

It. lias «eemed as fixed for the last
throe years as the war of the trenches
was between offensives. The begin¬
ning and end of comment concerning
the new spring apparel is that dress¬
makers have not had the courage to
insist upon a revolution.

So far, so good.
Yet here is another outstanding fact.

an unripe lemon. The bodice run.* to
points at the shoulders and the skirt.
runs to points which sweep the feet.
All tiie edges are deeply fringed. It has
points which fall together as the *veav<j"
stands, swinging apart as the wearer
wa!ks, and one sees yellow stockings
turning shapely knees. They glimpse in
and out. True, this is Oriental coquetry.
In sharp contrast to the indecorous mod¬
esty of these frocks there are two gowns
by Worth which stabilize the long skirt
for evening. He names one of these
long skirK'd gowns "/.a Femmo a la
l:oso." "hoso who have followed the
I'ttnch "plays know tl'at its name was

sur >'> ted by the ;>lay of th» hour 'n
Paris "1/Homme a la Hose." It is of
black lace, full skirted, wide over the
hips, transparent and flaring over the
ankles. The lace bodice reaches to the
collarbones, then drops to the decol-
letage that reaches to the waist at the
back. A scarlet rose is at the side.
The other grown makes a strong ap¬

peal to Americans. It Is of dead black
crepe, the kind used for mourning. It
is Human In its severe folds and the

French women have even adopted the
white stockings with the flat black
pumps of Spanish men and women.
The new fringe Is made of lace,
also of monkey fur and of cassowary
feathera. One unique frock is of white
chiffon with tiny spurts of black mon¬

key fringe headed by triangles of jet.
These cover the frock and from a dis¬
tance the gown looks as though it were
built of superfine ermine.
The pointed shawl, which is the even¬

ing wrap of the hour, is always edged
with deep knotted silk fringe. The
transparent net skirts over which
evening gowns are built are edged with
gold or silver fringe.
One did not expect to see so quick a

return of this fashion of 1918. It may
not be generally accepted in America.
Few, if any, American designed gowns
show it. but. as the French output ex¬
hibits the lavish use of it, it Is ten to
one that we will wear It. Probably the
newest form of this fringe is of ribbon.
The dead black crepo de chine frock will
have its skirt tufted with bunches of
black grosgrain ribbon. These bunches

The French dressmakers have not
abandoned the long skirt. It is full. It
Is slender and draped. It Is transpar-
ent. It is opaque. It is built for tlio
afternoon. It is fashioned for the eve-

ning. It has not .appeared with start-
ling effect in street clothes. In France
the dressmaker* who follow the smart
set are cut ting their street skirts ten
Inches longer than they were last
summer.

It is not wise to discard these facts.
It Is not the part of sagacity to re-

card them as mere excrescences on
the surface of fashion.
The French have method in their

Obstinacy. They hammer a fashion on
. n anvil with the strength and pertinac-
ity of a Vulcan and the world accepts
the finished product.

It seems to the reporter of fashion
that this obstinacy In the choice of a

long: skirt for the spring on the part of
a few powerful factors In France who
¦hape and determine should be accepted
as significant.

\ Apt to Accentuate.

The American public rebels against
the idea of wearing such skirts as have
been produced by these French dress¬
makers. It does not object to the width
of hem as much as it does to its lengen.
It realises that a gathered skirt reach¬
ing to the ankles is apt to accentuate
age. There is no doubt, however, that
the world has been treated to a mockery
of age and has witnessed cruel Indigna¬
tion heaped upon maturity through the
medium of knee-length skirts, high-heeled
.hoes and clown-painted faces. The
passionate desire to appear young Is
often an insult to nature. We have
witnessed a procession of foolish middle
sged ladles.reckoning middle age from
40 to 60.tricked in the habiliments of
coquettish infancy, and *re have cried
aloud at the horror of the thing.

Is It not saner, wiser and kinder to
attempt spiritual rather than physical
youth, and to look dignified In a long
skirt rather than grotesque In a short
one?
Why not Insist upon dividing the

span of life Into three proper sections
snd wear clothes befitting earh. never
overdoing youth or overdoing pure?
For whoever searches It there Is a gra¬

cious compromise in clothes, and In the
finding of this compromise and exploit¬
ing it there shines the genius of the well
dressed woman.
But women want details to-day. They

can gather up these details and choose
between them later on. The outstanding
fact to a reporter, as I said before, is
the persistence of the long, full skirt. Its
fulness must bo modified befor» the gar¬
ment is generally accepted, but there Is
a Wlief among all those who deal with
alothe* that loi? skirts for evening and
Tonger skirts for the street w.'ll be ac¬

cepted without a murmur before the
Bp?Ins leaves are dead.

Disparity In Clothes.

Against die lengthening of the skirt by
some dressmakers there is to be the ob¬
stinacy of maintaining the short skirt
of other builders. This shows the same
disparity In clothes that has existed since
1914. The evening skirt whl> h sweeps
the ankle and Is drawn upward over the
hips or hangs with a flat psnei effect Is
featured In a way that makes one gasp.
Modesty allied to Indecorum Is the
verdict. One gown has a black silk foun¬
dation cut llko a genuine chemise,
rounded upward at each side, leaving an
opening that easily displays the knees.
To this Is annexed a flat ruffle of thin
mce. Over this is placed a chemise
frock of Jet lice and n« t. As the mannl-
kln wears flesh colored slipper* and
stocking" there la no attempt whatever
to disguise the brevity of the black silk
chemise, and ye» the skirt is ion? enough
to reach the ankl'S.
There Is another K'>wn, this ono by:

Vionnet. This Fren> it designer, who has
become a feature of tnde, has built a

gown of Spanish yellow > repo de
Chine, which has the groat shade* of j

?

On the Left.Black taffeta with
blouse of narrow silk lace long
gauntlets made of black taffeta fin¬
ished with narrow ruching to match
the jacket and give the effect of
being made in one with the sleeve.
This is by Jenny.
Centre.Madeleine et Madeleine.

Tan cloth frock trimmed with em¬
broidered net. Brown tulle forms
the sollar hanging in ends at the
side, one end embroidered.
Right.Model by Premet of

brown taffeta with long sleeves and
back and bodice of brown embroid¬
ered net.

high severity of Its ncckllne. There are
no sleeves. What waistline there is Is
defined above the hips by drapery. The
skirt sweeps on the floor at the back
and drifts In between the anlcles In
front. The drapery Is caught at one side
with white gardenias.

Will We Accept Black r
To one in the watch tower It looks

as though the American public wore
goinT to repeat it* usual action In
adopting a French fashion a y«ar after i

France had standardized it. The wear-
ing of black has begun overe here. It
Is dead black, without the faintest
clamour of lustre. From the crown of
the head to the hem of the skirt the
sombreneM is not broken execpt by a
string of pearls or white Ivory houds.
The stockings Invariably give color to
the costume. They are gray, belgs or
onion skin. The slippers match or 'hey
are of black. The Americans run to
gray or belgi; euede. The French In¬
sist upon black patent leather or black
velvet. ThOHe who Import Fiench
clothes have brought over a quantity of
these dead black gowns for morning,
a/ternoon and evening. They vary
them with gowns of black lace.
A few of the models which are tj be

constantly repeated, judging from prrs-
ent orders, have simple bodices, orna¬
mental skirts nnd a string girdle of the
material that passes twice about the
waist. With these gowns go pointed
shawls of the material edged with fringe.
The afternoon gown which serves for

the evening Is being accepted by Amer¬
ica nft'-r it has held sway In France
for four years. These little black
shawls sre not Victorian. They are

typically Spanish and therefore they
have coquetry. Th^ smart woman

wears tlicm to any afternoon function,
dropping them to show a Qreek neckline
and half uncovered arms. When the
gown serves for the evening there arc

no sleeves. This type of evening frock
Is considered ultra smart.

It Is a wise and economic fashion for
the sixth months of American warm
weather.

Whr the Revlral of Prlssef
A curious touch In the spring fash-

Ions which has puaxled the reporter Is
a revival of fringe, it falls over all
frocks like a cascade of water. It Is
rarely used in straight formation on a
skirt but dashes stout In a hectic way
over the skirt and bodice. It Is prob¬
ably revived through the insistent Span¬
ish Influence on totitumery. The huge
Spanish comb has o<m« back. Certain

i

will run in symmetrical formation.
Thov are not haphazard.
The American looks a bit askance

at a generous u.se ot organdie. ^ «

know the heat of our summers. e
know the Price of our laundrles ^esay of organdie as one of)Mrs. * i aKles
heroes said of bridge, Life h^ i'"
posed enough problems on him without

brTh! "novel way in which the.new
spring gowns employ organdie Is to put
it af* eodets in a. dark cloth ».

Surely this is an extravagant method
of using the fabric. But the dress-
««!,.« eav It gives little trouble.
There is one frock of dark blue twill in
the skirt of which fulness Is obtained
bv k-ixlets of kings blue organdie cov¬ered with a fine design of black sou¬

tache. This Is repeated at the neck and

"''.There Is another costume which eon-sisTs of a redlngote of dark blue cloth
trimmed on each side with aPP«^of black taffeta. Beneath It ^ an en
tire frock of white organdie also co\Ired with the scrolls of taffeta. Tou
roust admit that this Is a curious gown
Those who are insisting upan figured
fabrics wonder why it is that the dress¬makers have taken up plain fabrics and
nut their own figurations upon them
w th infinite labor. Embroidery is a

second class fashion, but fringe, soutach-
. scrolls of applied fabric and round
paliletteB in net, silk or chiffon dominate

^Senee'Ss a kind of leaf, the mate¬
rial cir6 on one side, which curls over onItself and is used with the generosity of
the leaves of Vallombrosa.
When Renee gets tired of hei P®

which she uses in colors In blacklettcs
straiKht formations, just

asshe used cheluilc dots In 1918 she
uses bands and rgtM -J ^Tustre on

ssr. .

Thcv should have a national mint to
turn out the paillettes for the .»«»..
Some extravagant person mil. take
sewing nickels on her go»ns.

SLEEVES FOR EVENING GOWNS,
The a-ms foll^^eck in ithe most!

«"¦« rTS«v»Burn* Jones. There «®,.^u"^d, Sfof glorious lace run with threads oxr""' !
7br.;r . £ «I

small they are opened *°.k, W,*nlatifih oil top. to show the sum. in

the theatre long, wide, Isleeves are a nuisance^ so they «£.place to Short ones The bell Jhape«Spanish shape is often made of Uce.
of tulle chiffon. If It out" the arm

halfway between the elbo* and w s

it is awkward apd ugly. It ^ould not
extend more ".in three Inches below
the bend of the elbow.

More the Chiffon W*»p.
Once upon a time a mother permitted

a Kill to Ramble with pneumonia by
going to evening parties In a butterfly
wrap It consisted of two layers of
chiffon over taffeta and reached to the
knees. Not so this winter. W ar, arctic
temperatures and Influenza have taught
us to bo more careful and more com-

f°Thls winter ushers In long, capacious
wraps of fur. of fur fabrics, of velvet
and of duvetlne. The white fabric fur
Is admirable for the slender purse ; It is
. more serviceable fabric than velvet,
n does not spot in the rain ami snow
White velvet, when used, is trimmed
with white ftir and white immense gold
or silver tsssels. The lining may take n
sunset for Its modal. The gayer, the
betters
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IMany Engagements Are Announced-Spring Weddings in Society
Continued from First Page.

During: the war Miss Cobb served with
the Motor Corps of America. Mr. Foot
was in the French army and later .served
aa a lieutenant in the United State*
Air Service.

. . .

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel S. Viets of
Springfield, Mass.. have announced tlio
engagement of their daughter. Miss
Marian Gertrude Viets. to Mr. Howard
Eugene Rainey of 134 West Eightieth
street. Miss Viets wa.j graduated from
Mount Holyokc In 1919. Mr. Rainey,
who is the son of Mr. and Mrs. S. Mitch¬
ell Rainey of Hudson, X. Y.. was hi the
ambulance service overseas, both in
France and Italy.

. . .

Mr. arid Mrs. Charles Austin Pali of
1219 Madison avenue have announced
the engagement of their daughter. Miss
Mary Austin Dall, to Mr. Richard Tra-
pier Bell, son of Capt. and Mrs. Gervals
R. Bell of Louisiana. He served as an
officer In the army during the war and
since his discharge has been the direc¬
tor of the service division of the Amer¬
ican Legion for the State of New York,

Miss Dall is a granddaughter of the
late Mr. and Mrs. Austin Dall of Balti¬
more.

. . .

Mrs. Charles Louis Leisen of 456 Riv¬
erside Drive has announced the engage¬
ment of her only daughter. Miss E.
Frances Leisen. to Mr. Carl J. Herkert.
He was graduated from Columbia Law
School and Is practising law in this city.
He served in the navy during the war.
Miss Leisen plans to sail for Europe on
May 3 on board the Aquitanla. She will
remain abroad several months. The
wedding will take place in the autumn.

. . . .

Formal announcement has been made
of the engagement .of Miss Harriet
Barnes Asplnall, daughter of Mrs.
Frances L. Asplnall of 768 Greene ave¬

nue, Brooklyn, to Mr. Charles Edwin
Lund. Miss Aspinall is a niece of one
time Supreme Court Justice Joseph As-

pinall. Mr. Lund Is a son of Mr. and
Mrs. Harry A. Lund.

. . .

Miss Elizabeth Dean and Mr. Stephen
Austin Van Ness of this city and Nash¬
ville, Tenn., whose engagement was an¬
nounced last week, will be married In
October.* Miss Dean is a daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. George Cooper Dean of
Lawrence Park, Bronxville, N. Y. She
attended the school at Rosemary Hall,
Greenwich, Ccmn., and the Bennett
School at Millbrook, N. Y. She Is a

sister of Miss May Louise Dean, whose
engagement to Mr. John M. Gates, a
student at Yale, was announced recent¬
ly. Mr. Van Ness was graduated from
the VamTerbllt University at Nashville
and Is a lawyer associated with the Arm
of Cravatli, Henderson, Lefflngwell &
De Gersdorff.

. . .

Miss Mary Mason Heath of Washing-
ton, who has an apartment at 120 East
Fortieth street for the season, has an-

nounced the engagement of her niece,
Miss Elizabeth Mason Heath, to Mr.
Van Wyck Wlckes Loomir.

4 . . ¦

Formal announcement has been made
of the engagement of Miss Mary Reber,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James C.
Reber of Reading, Pa., to Mr. Myron G.
Darby of this city. He was graduated
from the University of Pennsylvania In
1911 and three years later from Har¬
vard. He Is a member of the banking
firm of Eldredge & Co. of New York
and Boston.

. . .

Mrs. Jaines Hart of 349 Central Park
West has announced the engagement of
her sister, Miss Eleanor O'Reilly, to Mr.
Paul W. A. MacMahon of Montclalr,
N. J.

. . .

Miss Adele Essers, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Edward Essers of 9 Clifton
Terrace. Weehawkcn, .V. J. was mar¬
ried to Mr. John Wilkins, son of Mr.
anil Mrs. Frederick Wilkins, on Wednes¬
day evening In the rose room of the
Hotel Astor. The Rev. Dr. Arthur

Schmoyer of Weehawken officiated. Miss
Clara Essers wa* her sister's male] of
honor. The Misses Elsa Mustermann
and Gladys Crlppen were bridesmaids.
Mr. Prank Bomm was the best man. A
reception, dinner and dance followed
the ceremony.

. . .

Mrs. William Franklin Crane of New
York and Kennebunk has announced the
marriage of her daughter, Miss AnJath
Nonle Crane, to Mr. Clifford**Warren
Hmith of New York on Tuesday, March
29.

. . .

Mr. and Mrs. George Chittenden Tur¬
ner when they return from their honey¬
moon will live at 4H2 Riverside Drive.
Their wedding took place on March 31
in the Marble Collegiate Church, the
Rev. Dr. David James Burrell officiating.
Mrs. Turner was Mrs. Madeleine Brett
of Neuchatel, Switzerland. She Is a

daughter of one of the oldest French-
Swiss families and twin sifter of Mme.
James de Rutte of Paris, France. Mr.
Turner, who Is a well known composer
and librettist, is the son of the late
George Turner. He was graduated from
Columbia University In 1904.

. . .

Capt. Clinton Rush Boone. U. S. A.,
and Mrs. Boone, when they return from
their wedding trip, will live at 36 Pierre-
pont street, Brooklyn. Their wed'dlnff
was celebrated on March 29 In Christ
Church, Rld'gewood, N. J. She was Miss
Dorothy Cowperthwait, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Frederick S. Cowperthwalt.
Capt Boone is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Clinton Boone of Macon, Ga.

. . .

Mrs. John Hudson Storer and Miss
Florence Storer of 39 Edgecombe avenue
will sail for Italy early in May. to be
absent several months. Dr. Storer will
Join them later in the season.

DINNER. TO ITALIAN ENVOY.
More than XO reservations have been

made for the 'dinner for the Italian
Ambassador, Senator VittoHo Ro-

landl Rlctl, by the Italy Amer¬
ica Society on Thursday evening at
the Rltz-C&rlton. Among those in¬
terested are Mrs. Robert Baron, Mr.
and Mrs. George F. Baker, Jr.: -Mr. and
Mrs. J. Stewart Barney, Mr. Paul D.
Cravath, president of the society ; Mrf.
Cr&vath, Mrs. Robert Goelet, >lr. and
Mrs. Jay Gould, Mr. and Mrs. William
D. Guthrie, Mrs. E. Henry Harriman,
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Lamont, Mrs.
de A-costa L»ydig, Mr. and Mrs. Charles
H. Marshall, Mr. and Mrs. Bernon S.
Prentice, Mrs. Douglas Robinson, Mr.
and Mrs. Herbert L. Satterlee, Mr. and
Mrs. Edward R. Stettinius, Mr. and
Mra. Henry W. Taft, Mrs. Vanderbilt
and Mr. and Mrs. Henry Rogers Wln-
throp. Further reservations are avail¬
able at the society's headquarters, U3
West Forty-third street.

DAKCIS FOR Alll SERVICE POST.

The Air Service Post of the Amerlcajn
Region, with headquarters at the Aero
CJub. will hold a dance at the Hotel
Majestic Thursday night to aid in the
organization of a women's auxiliary.
Among the <00 members of the post, of
which Capt. Peter J. McCoy is com¬
mander, are a number of aviators who
contributed to the fame of American
atjro squadrons in France. John P.
O'Rourke of tho District Attorney's of¬
fice is chairman of the committee.

COLLEGE CLUB'S LUXCHEOlf.
The New York chapter of the alumnae

of St. Joseph's College at Emmitsburg.
Md., will hold its annual luncheon at
the Pennsylvania Hotel April 30. Pre¬
ceding the luncheon there will be a
business meeting for the election of
officers. The officers are: Mrs. John
M. Alvarez, regent: Mrs. William .T.
Sayers,' vioe-president; -Miss Mary R.
Welty, secretary, and Mrs. Kdgir G.
Criswell, treasurer. Among the patron¬
esses for the luncheon are Miss C'lare
I. Cogan. Mrs. James J. Sheerah, Miss
Eleanor G. Colgan. Mrs. John E. Bax¬
ter, Mrs. Thomas McGoldrlck, Miss
Mary E. Brcnnan, Mrs. Ella Sexton

Starkey, Mrs. Joseph Glennon, Mm. C.
Bruns, Miss Mary MeehftB, Ml&s Kllza.-
both Welty ajwl Alias GerVude Rehill.

EXHIBITION OF NEEDLEWORK.
In the Arden Gallery, 599 Fifth ave¬

nue, an exhibition illustrating "The X«w
WorUl's Debt to the Old World's
Needlework" Is to be opened Wednesday
and continued until April 2S, under th*
auspices of the Guild of the Needle iy>d
Bobbin Crafts and the Needle and Bob¬
bin Club. Miss Gertrude Whiting is
chairman of both organizations.
Other members of these organizations

who will take an active part in the ex¬
hibition are Mrs. John W. Alexander,
Mrs. DeWitt Clinton Cohen, Mrs. Lath-
rop Colgate. Mrs. Peter E. Faraum, Mrs.
William Henry Fox, Mrs. Richard March,
Hoe, Mr. Richard C. Greenleaf, Miss
Marian Hague, Mrs. I;. Emmett Holt.
Mrs. Elon Huntington Hooker, Alts Amy
M. Ivohlsaat, Miss Rosalie Manning,
Mrs. Howard Mansfield. Miss Cora Mc¬
Dowell, Miss Frances Morris, Mrs. Lau¬
rent Oppenhelm and Airs. Frederick
Peterson.

Also Airs. Frederic B. Pratt, Mrs. Gino
C. Speranza, Dr. Edward F. Sanderson.
Mrs. Willard Straight, Airs. Cornelius J.
Sullivan, Airs. Robert Coleman Taylor,
Airs. Alexander Tison and Airs. Carr
Van Anda.

V. W. C. A. SHOP SALE.

Wednesday is to bring an all day
spring sale by the Needlework shop of the
Young Women's Christian Association In
the Plaza. The fine wares will be trans¬
ported from the shop at 32 East Forty-
eighth street to thfc hotel where Airs.
William H. Harris, Airs. S. F. Hodg-
man. Airs. George B. Comstock, Mrs.
William A. AIcFadden. Mrs. William J.
Rogers. Airs. Eugene C. Worden a:)d
Airs. William T. Piers will supervise th*
sale from 10 In the forenoon until .
o'clock in the afternoon. At 3 o'clock
tea will bo served.
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The Famous Group of

Kranich & Bach
Pianos, Players, Recreating Pianos

AMONG the few really "great" American built instruments the Kranich & Bach stands at the
very forefront. A continual striving for the ideal in a musical instrument has been the greatest
force behind those who have for two generations devoted the best that is in them to produce

the Kranich & Bach.
To create the best instrument it is possible to develop, irrespective of the cost of production.

that has been the one dominating idea. Yet with all its fine reputation, the marvel of its beautiful
design and finished craftsmanship and the wonder of its PURE SINGING TONE.it is the least
costly of the world's greatest instruments. The group.

The Kranich & Bach Recreating Piano
Electrically operated and reproducing the great art of the

world's greatest pianists.

The Kranich & Bach Player Grand
The instrument that enables you to play the world's finest

music as you would have it played.

The Kranich & Bach Grandette
The Baby Grand that takes up no more floor space than the

average upright instrument.

The Kranich & Bach Player-Upright
The Kranich & Bach Upright

Prices Range from $850 to $3,200
Loeser's can be of service to you in helping to bring any one

of these fine instruments to your home. We will be glad to arrange
terms that will be most convenient to you. Any plan you may
suggest that is in business reason we will accept.

Your Own Terms.In Reason
With a Kranich & Bach instrument in your home you are

always assured of entertainment; it is something that will surely
bring to your home many hours of happiness.

1921
Frederick Loesor & Co.,

Brooklyn, N. Y.
Dear Sirk- Kindly send me full information about the Kranich &

Bach Recreating Piano ( ), Player Grand ( 1, Grandette ( ), Upright
Player ( ), Upright ( ). Place (X) opposite type of instrument in
which interested. T have a piano to exchange.
No obligation is implied.

Name..
Aodress.

City.... H 4-10-21

BROOKLYN.NEW YORK


