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TOLD OF WAGE CUT

American Company Notifies
Its 80,000 Employees of Re-
duction Effective July 1.

¢
[
CONFERENCES PLA.\"NEU.
Failure to Agree Will Result mlr

Case Being Sent to U, 8. |

Railway Labor Board. {

The American Rallway Express Comi-
pany yesterday notified ite 80,000 em-
ployeem of {ta Intention to reduce wages
on June 1, and to effect a revision of
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working conditions, effective July 1. The I'he Women's Shoe Department Will Hold
new rules and rates will be determined, [ e . .

If possible, by oconferences hetween the | hIll'.\‘d[l‘\' A Sale of |

managers and employees prior to those
dates, following which disputed points
will ba carrled to the Railway Labor
Board for decislon.

The announcement follows a general
oonference held at Cincinnati at which
It ls wunderstood the men refused to
accept the company's suggestion to
witive the conference procedure pre-
schibed by the transportation act and
ugree to accept scalea of pay commen-
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0 s8y what reductions would be put for-
witrd at the coming conferences, It was
pointed ont  that the present payroll
comprises 65 per vent. of the total
operating expenses, The lobor board's
wuge award lasl summer gave express
employees of all classcs an increase of
16 cents an hour, which averaged ap-
proximately 80 per cent.

It |s believed the company’s proposal
will carry reductions of substantially
the same percentage. Basals for this be-
lief is the confidence of rallway officials
and others that the forthcoming decision
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sority of whom are members of unions,
may be expected to reject proposed cuts
n any amount at the coming confer-
ences. Thus there is a strong probabllity
that the entlre question of express wages
wili be Lrought ultimately up to the
lahor board,

The American Hallway Express repre-
tonts the consolidated operating depart-
ments of the Adameg, Ameriean, Wells
Fargo and Southern express companies,
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