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EDUCATIONSTRDIN;
QN SAYS DR ELIOT

Reviews Its Progress in
THis Country From 1854
to Present Day.

GAINS BY THE WOMEN

Decries the Critics Who
Talk Without Facts of ‘De.
plorable Failure.’

WAR HAS HELPED ALONG

Those Who Believe Education
‘Is Democraey’s Safeguard
May Rest Content,

Houvsron, June 18.—A most interest-
ing paper on “American Education
Since the Civil War,"” prepared by Dr.
Charles W. Eliot, president emeritus
of Harvard University, was read dur-
ing the sixth commencement exercises
of Riee Institute at Houston. Dr.

Eliot was unable to be present and the
addreas was read. It follows:

It s the fashlon to-day among hasty
and confldent writers for the news-
papers and magazines and popular book-
lets to assert that modern civilization
has fafled, and is going the way of the
Aseyrian, Egyptian and Roman Empires,
that the world is in chaos and must be
made anew after a period of anarchy
and suffering. ‘These writers seem never
to have percetved, or to have forgotten
that new moral and juridical forces have
come into play since Magna Charta, the
Protestant Reformation and the land-
ing of the Pligrims, and that all tne
anclent clvilizations were founded on
slpvery, peonage or serfdom, monstrous
wrongs and evils which have now dis-
appeared in the countries called clvilized.
Among American writers of this sort
there are not a few who declare loudly
that American education is a fallure,
and {llustrate this mortifying proposi-
tlen with a few facts and more specu-
lations, The blame this alleged un-
fortunate condition the American
people is variously distributed among
perents, teachers, school administrators,
school boards, and college and univer-
sity faculties and presidents. Some of
these writers appear to have cloudy vis-
fons of remedles for this deplorable
fallure In the United States of the
principal safeguard of democracy; but
most of them, llke eritics and cynics in
general, dwell much more on the exist-
ing evils than on their remedies.

The Gains Since 1864.

Now, it has happened to me to wit-
ness and take active part in the devel-
opment of American education from
1864 to the present day, and the strong-
est conviction I have derived from this
long survey Is that the improvement of
Ameriean education, from top to bottom,
from the kindergarten through the pro-
fessional school, during these sixty-seven
years I8 in high degree encouraging and
hopeful. This development has not been
steady during the two generations of
men, but rather in waves and at va-
rlous speeds. Morcover, the waves of
educational progress, like ocean Waves,
are often long prepured and come from
afar. The most rapid development has
taken place since the opening of the
great war in Europe, being one of the
¥ ! q of the entry of
the United States fnto that war and of
the prodigious efforts made by the en-
tire people and thelr Government to
take an effective part in it. 1t is my
purpose in this address to peint out
some of the important steps In the
total development.

In 1854 nearly all schools, elementary
and secondary, and nearly all colleges
had fixed programmes through which
every pupil was to be condu®ed, Little
attention could be paid to the individual
child, except sometimes in small rural
sehools where an exceptional teacher
had to deal with only & small group of
children of various ages between 5 and
18, Even from such schools with a
term of perhaps only thirteen wecks in
wipter the sometimes competent college
undergraduste was disappearing as a
teacher, his place being taken at the best
by some girl graduate of State normal
sehool, and, at the worst, by soma young
woman who could barely read, write
and cipher. In urban communities girl
graduates of normal schools already
were in p ! of the el ™
schools, and of large parts of the seec-
ondary schools, thelr work being super-
vised by principals, superintendents and
boards conservative by nature and train-
1:&.ﬂmd aiming to make the school an
- tve factory, standardized and
smooth-running, with a product char-
acterized rather by certifisd uniformity

than by natural diversity. Even the
colleges had usually four year prescribed
courses of study, of limited rangs and
elementary quality, with ne advanced
studies accessible to any student, how-
ever ambitious and competent. Nelther
school mnor college pald attention to
tralning the senses, to the aeguisition of
any skill, or to implanting In the pupil's
or student's mind the method of Induc-
#tive philosophy, or love of reading. The
discipline in both school and college was
of the driving, not of the leading, sort.

Electlve Courses Egter.

Into this rigid and comparatively fruit-
legs syatem came gradually betwean 1885
and 1886 the individual election of studies
by the student or pupl!, first for collage
students, then for puplls of sscondary
#chools, and the adoption eof the under-
I¥ing principle that hard and happy work
Is only to be obtained from the young
on subjects which Interest the pupll and
induce in him eager, apontansdous ace
tivities. Interést, cholee and activity
had arrived as the motive powers in or-
ganized aducation. In order to discover
and gratify the bent of esch pupll at
sthool the number of nuhjoc}l tnuqu 1.n

1 ongage
such personalities, and mdeed they are
rot much better off to-day.

Scholars of the 'TOa,

I recall with a shiver the very im-
perfect means 1 posseased In ‘Tos
for discovering the kind of mam that T
knew ought to be found for any pro-
fessorship in Harvard University. I
had to depend on my own acguaintance
with scholarly men, on casual contacts
with such persons in travel and at meet-
Ings of learned mocisties and on advice
sought by letter from eminent scholars.
Of course there had been leading Amer-
lcan scholars and speclalists In other
earlier generations, like Nathanlel Bow-
diteh of the “Navigator,” Joseph Story In
law, George B. Emerson In trees and
shrubs, David Humphreys Storer on
fishes, George Ticknor in Spanish ltera-
ture and William . Prescott and
George Bancroft in history. In the mid-
die of that ceatury there was a small
group of men of high merit as investi-
gators and authors from whom advice
could be obtalned, such ns Asa Gray, the
botanist ; Jeffries Wyman, the anatomiet
and physioclogist, and Louls Agassiz, the
zoologist, at Harvard: Benjamin Si¥i-
man and James D, Dana at Yals, Maury
and the three brothers Rogers of Vir-
ginia and Joseph Heniry, the physicist,
of Princeton and the Smithsonlan, But
those great men were isolated as teach-
ers; so that their influence was felt, not
by large groups of #tudents but malnly
by disciples whose previous truining had
often been unsystematic and peculiar. In
those days, too, the numerous assoocia-
tiong or socleties of men learned jn a
single branch of knowledge, such as the
classics, law, history, chemistry, physics,
engineering, architecture and physiog-
raphy, had mnot come into existence.
Bince 1890 these mocicties have furnished
unlversity presjdents- and heads of de-
partments with much valuable informa-
tion about their leading members and
have revealed to intelligent Inquirers the
young men of promise,

It took decades to develop even in
the strongest universities what are now
called departments, as of Latin, mathe-
matics, or physics, and more decades
still to develop what are now called
divisions, In which several departments
are united, as, for instance, the divislos
of anclent or of the modern
languages, or of history, government and
economica. Se long as it was the prac-
tice to have only one professor for eacn
subject—which wap the common way—
it wan of course impossible to creats a
department. When, therefore, one looks
at the existing organizdtion of any con-
siderable American college or unlversity
to-day he cannpt fall to ohserve that a
wonderful improvement has taken place
in the American university as anm instru-
ment of teaching, research and soclal
progress since the close of the civil war,

During the period under consideration
(1865-1890) Amerlcan education made
great gains in respect to training men for
the professions, old and new.

No Bar Examinations.

Prior to 1870 there were no exam-
inations for admisslon to professional
schools in the United States, and, what
is worse, there were no effective ex-
aminations for graduation. The teaching
of law and medicine In those was proba-
bly as good at Harvard University as at
any other Ameriean university, and the
quality of law and medicical students
at Harvard was at good as anywhere;
but the law faculty gave the degree of
bachelor of laws to any man who had
paid through term bills (covering eigh-
teen months) and had not been very Ir-
regular in attending lectures. When I
asked in the medical faoulty of 1870 If
it would be posaible to substitute an hour
written examination for the flve minutes
oral examination (a flve minute Inter-
view with the professor of each of the
nine principal subjects then taught in the
school) at the examination for gradua-
tion, the answer came promptly from
the head of the faculty: “Written ex-
aminations are impossible in the medi-
cal school. A majority of the students
cannot write well enough.” Any one who
contrasts that state of things with the
conditions of admission and graduation
in schools of law and medicine to-day
in all parts of the United States will
be satisfied that Improvements In Amer=
ican tralning for the professions have
taken place which are already of im-
measurable value, and which promise In
the future great gains in all sorts of pro-
fessional practice. and therefore of pro-
Aexsional Influence and service. The im-
provements are quite as striking in the
newer professions like engineering, ar-
chitecture, landscape architecture and
dentistry as they are In the older, ke
divinity. law, diel teaching

Another great advance in American
education since the clvil war is the de-
velopment of separate colleges for wom-
en and the increased resort of young
women {0 the cofduc-ttlona'll In:tl’:utlnniu
of higher educagion, At first the col-
leges for women were restricted or ham-
pered in thelr devel t b the
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them bhoth eager for remedles,

was the amount of flliteracy. The sec-
ond was the amount of venereal d X
Two prompt conclusions were arrivefl at.

First, that the education of the entire
people could not be left exclusively in the
hands of the States and the municipali-
: as a funda-
Secundly, that

venereal
in France might be kept fit

The and t nta of this
ecountry were energetically defended
against both brothel and saloon, on the
ground that each fed vietims to the other.
These measures proved remarkably ef-
fective, and the American people drew
the conclusion that It was not only de-
sirable but feasible to prevent venereal
diseases in the mass of the population
on a great scale. Hence, a resolution on
their part that the needed instruction
on this subject should be given there-
after in =ll American gchools as part of
the universal course of blology and pub-
llc health, The accomplishment of this
purpose is well under way, though by no
means completed.

‘War on Illiteracy.

At the same time many non-govern-
mental agencies set to work to contend
againat the evil of illiteracy. The Young
Men's Christlan Association became ac-
tive in the work of teaching recent Im-
migrants from alien races the English
language and the elements of clvies,
winning to thelr classes both young men
and adults, Numierous cosmopolitan
clubs were organised in factory towns in
the eastern part of the country, which
devoted themselves to similar kinds of
teaching. The chief emphasis was
placed on the &“mnﬁ o:' the B;ﬂl':l;s
language, and ng the two years
a le"v':mch have elapsed since the sign-
ing of the armistice much success has at-
tended these efforts.

This succeas I8 a strong encourage-
ment to the idea dawning among think-
ing Americans that popular education
should by no means be confined to chil-
dren under 14 or under 18, or to young
people under 24, but should be oarried
forward by evening schools, Saturday
clagses and vacation schools, after regu-
lar attendance at school or college has
ceased. Immediate results appear in the
raising of the age of compulsory attend-
ance at school, in the 1! of the
funlor high school, of the evening classes
in technical institutes for boys and
young men who are already at work in
trades and in the many offerings by uni-
verzitias of short courses in medleine,
pusiness administration, teaching and
enginaering speclalties for men who have
already -entered upon the' practize of
their professions,

The national Government, the States
and various institutions of higher educa-
tion are already offering numerous
courses of thiz nature for adults.
Progress in this directlon is greatly stim-
ulated by the new dangers that threaten
democracy. The labor troubles, for ex-
ample, proceed from a lack of intelll-
gence mnd reasoning power in large
bodies of voters, who may be consumers,

ployera or ployees. The only way
to overcome thess evils, which result
from the general lack of tralned senses,
practice in reasoning and trustworthy
Information, is to strengthen the educa-
tlon of both the young and the adult.

Schooling the Voter.

A small amount of schooling was
enough for the voters of town meetings
in the New England of 200 years ago
or 100 years ago. It is not enough for
the voters of continental United States
to-day who ars alled upon to act by
their votes, or by the votes of the repre-
sentatives they select on national ana
International problems which are both
strange and vast—too vast indeed for
experienced statesmen as well as for the
populace. Ewven in the comparatively
simple field of military and naval oper-
atlons the great war prodyced no mili-
tary or naval petent to
deal with the vast extensions of arca
and extiaordinary novelties in modern
warfare. In the same way no religion,
Confuclan, Buddhist, Brahmin, Moham-
medan or Christian, has developed dur-
Ing the past seven years any new strong-
hold either on its own people or the
other peoples. At this moment all the
Christian churches, denominations. or
sects are wondering how they can re-
cover thelr former hold on thelr several
bodjes or groups. Every secular or re-
ligious organization and every State or
nation seems to need more intelligence,
more vislon and more sense of duty
toward the high calls of honor and
consclence. There Is but one road up-
ward—more education and wiser. i

The national Government has for
many years maintained sclentific estab-
lishments for national use, such as the
United States cosst survey, the naval
observatory, the boards for maintaining
a national quarantine and the various

object of faculties and students allke
seemed to be to prove that young women
eould study advantageously all the sub-
Jects which had made the staple of in-

of the Department of Agricul-
ture, the Interior and the Treasury
whiech deal with conservation, forestry,
parks and ‘frrigation. The war added
greatly to the number of applied sclenoe

struction in colleges for men and that
young women could In those subjects at-
tain success quite equal to that which
young men had previously exhibited. Just

TY |as the introduction of nmew methods of

teaching and & new kind of teacher had
been restricted in colleges and univers!-
tles for men by lack of ‘money, #o in the
separate colleges for women thelr devel-
opment wis greatly hindered by lack of
Income. Indeed, this restriction is not
yet overcome, although considerable en-
dowments have baen lately raised for
saveral men’s colleges. As results of the
ereation and growth of colleges for wom-
en’ In the United States searchers for
women teachers can find better trained
women for higher places In American
colleges and schools, and women have
gained access in =mall numbers to all
the older professions called learned and
to several of the new ones.

Much Gain Stil]l te Come.

They have also won positions—geners
ally ones—in various sorts of
sclentific ressarch, including biological,
physieal, chemical, medical and astro-
nomical. Any one who can recall how
Iimited and Inaccessible the education of

irls was In the United States, as also
n Burope, befores the clvil war will ap-
preciate that the tralning of women for
family, eoclal, Industrial and profes-
slonal ife has made enormous geins In
the United States within the last fifty
years, Much gain 1a stlll to come; for
the women students in eolleges and uni-
versities are now free to pursus the stud-
fes of thelr cholee or their more apropri-
ate studles, being no Jonger under the
necessity of demonstrating that young
women can deal successfuly with all the

v and
had to be, Increased, and In
able thafeollege student to follow his
hent far college studies had to be multl-
plisd in number and increased In range.
these purposes a new breed of tearh.
ern had to be hom and trained—a slow
procesa. Ry 1800 a conslderabls number
of this new breed had been rained, so
Apen college AifMculties began to exhibit
& conslderable improvement in respect to
both the quality and tha number of their
memhers, an improvement which stili s
going on. This improvemant alone s
worth the fifty years of patient effort it
has cost,
A corresponding  improvement ir
taachers of el ry and Aary
schools It was not reasonable to sxpect.
The great body of teachers in the ele-
mantary schools are young women, wha,
on the average, do not remain long In
the ealling. They have to ba trained by
the thousand In the high and*“wngmal
schools, which, as a rule, give litde op
portunity for the develop t of "
vindividual qualitles or capacities. The
vollege and university facultiss ought to
he recrulted from among persons of un-
usual promise and often of unusual at-
talnments, and it is the prime Auty of
eallege and unlversity presidents to be
conetantly searching for unusual per-

which young men used to

or to en- | with

If, then, there are spots In which
Amerfean education has falled under
new ptresses, thére are largs reglons
in which It has made Immenso galne
during the last two generationn,

In Europe and Amerlea alike Im-
provements In popular education have
always spread from the top downward
and outward, from Luther, Melancthon,
Locke, Miiton, Montaigne, Kant, Frank-
in, Mann, Emerson. Spenser, Froebel,
Partalozsl, Beguin and thelr Jike, and
from the higher Institutions pf educa-
tien to the lower,

Improvement Since War,

Tt remains to consider the Improve-
monts In Ameriean aducation which have
taken place, or are In near view, since
the United BStates went to war with
Garmany In April, 1917-—that s, during
the faur mest pregnant years In Amer-
fean history. Congress and tha Admin-
istriation united |n a strenuous sndenvor
to create quickly a huge nationsl army
by draft.  The examinations which
drafted men wares requirad to undergo
revealed two facts sbout the mags of the
population Incldded in the draft which
took the people of the United States and
its Government by surprise and made

Nis

;

-\

commisslons in the Government service,
| such: as the commissions on explosive
| engines, aeéroplanes and polsen gas,
| @ome of these sclentific activities have
[murvived the armistice. particularly
| those which affect the education of the
peopls and the public health. Bealdes
the national Government several States
have taken on new functions in sppport
of popular education. For example, Mas-
sechusetts has passed a carefully con-
sidered law which helps the schools of

The firat [ to make many more as the twentleth
céntury advances.

States has embarked gsince It went to |

Germany—the prohibition

|or|ulnment to meet even the partial de-

SEEK TO ABANDON

It remaing to mention the remarkable
efducationnl enterprise on which the
i tie t of the United

el
(yover

war with the autecratle Government of |
enterprise. |
Prohiditory legisiation began in  the
States, first in Maine, later in Kansas
and later still some Southarn B8tates.
The national movement began with the
war, and national scope and purpose
Was necessary to lta success, It rests
solidly on a constitutional amendment,
adopted by large majoritles, and on acts
of Congress which oowmended them-
selves to both political parties and se-
cured strong majorities.

1t is a hopeful effort to teach the en-
tire people that alcoholie drinks never
do any good, usually do harm, often de-
stroy family happiness and as a rule
impair productive eMclency in the indus-
tries of the country.

All men and women who belleve that
education is the best safeguard of de-

¥y may resl tent with the prog-

ress of education In the United States
since ‘the civil war.

ONE IN 8 WOMEN DIE
OF CANGER INU. 5.

Death Toll 5,861 Last Year,
Says Memorial Hospital,
in Strong Appeal.

The Memaorial Hospital, at Centra:
Park West and 106th street, ls handi-
capped in its special warfare against
cancer by lack of funds. The Institu-
tion needs $2,000,000 to build up fits

mands that are made ]Annn it.

Warning of the steady growth of the
menace of cancer is given by the hos-
pital mauthorities as they lamie their ap-
peal for funds. In the United States one
of every thirteen men and one of every
elght women above the age of 40 die
of cancer,. Jn New York dt}: the death
toll from cancer was 5,861 last year. In
England and Wales 42,000 persons suc-
eumbed. In London it is a scourge.

The Memorial Hospital, a leader of
the fight agalnst cancer In the United
States, has only seventy-two ward beds
and twenty-one private rooms, and Iits
six clinical departments ares hopelessly
overworked. Rieh and poor much walit
for weeks to gain admission. Patients

have to be hurried along to make room
for others, and vitally important studies
and observations have to be omitted.
Opportunities for valuable diecoveries
are repeatedly lost.

A definte programme of enlarged ac-
commodations and equipment Is based
on the appeal to the publje for funds of
$2,000,000,

TROLLEYS IN BRONX

Union Railway Wants to Give
Up Sedgwick Ave. Line.

The Union Rallway Company of The
Bronx, a part of the Third Avenue Rall-
way system, applied yesterday to the
Transit Commission for power Lo aban-
don Ita Bedgewlick avenue line, running
along the east bank of the Harlem
River, and that portion of its Jerome
avenue llne from West I155th sireet,
Manhattan, te the northerly terminus
of the Jerome avenue branch of the
Lexington avenue subway at Bainbridge
avenue, Woodlawn, The commission has
set p public hearing for next Tuesday.

The company alleges that the sparsely
settled territory and the inaccessibility
of the Sedgewick avenue line have made
it unprofitable, while the extension of

the Jerome avenue subway has don¢ for |

the other line.

INFATUATION FOR GIRL
ALLEGED POISON MOTIVE

Farmer Accused of Attempt
to Kill Wife.

Special Deapatch to Tus New Yorx Hemaup,

Eviswortii, Me, June 18—Isaac
Stover, a prosperous farmer and town
official, Is held in jail in default of
$10,000 demanded by County Attorney
Willlam E. Whiting, who charges that
Btover put strychnine inte eandy which
he gave to his wife about a month ago.
Stover enters a denial and has retained
counsel.

Monday morning the State will pro-
duce half a dozen witnesses In an effort
to hold Btover for attempted murder.
Infatuation for a seventeen-year-old girl
and money matters are sct up as motlves
for the alleged crime.

RESORTS.

PR S

rural communities practically at the ex-
pense of the urban, Large appropria-
tions have already been made by & neR-
tlonal Health Board or commission
among the States which are prepared to
cooperate with the Government in treat.
ing and preventing dlseases. Although
natlonal ald to universal physical train-
ing ls. not yet consummated, it Is plain
that before long the national Gevern-
ment will distribute such ald, and the
States carry the beneficent plan Into

Adldntto City.

HOTEL PRINCE

On the Ocsan Fronl, Arcerne, L. I.
LARGEST AND BEST
AMERICAN AND :IJBI'JI'E:\N PLAN
Dlet Kitchen. Tel. Belle Marbor 880,
6 a day—American plan.

axecution. This great impro
though suggested by the experience of
the nation at war, {s really a great for-
ward step toward national health and
happiness and industrial eMciency.

Training Needed Experts.

The natlonal eMelency in time of war
called for the service of experts in great
varlety, chemista, physicipts, biologists,
peychologista and enginecrs, and the
whole people acquired & new sense of
the value of experts and of the Institu-
tions which train them. Thers have re-
sulted extenylve Improvements in thess
Institutions. A curious case of carrying
pver into peacs timea & war invention is
the ure of the psychelogical testa ap-
plied to the elassification of recrults for
the army and pavy to the classification
"of school children.

Slnce 1014 financial and manufacturs
ing corporations have manifested an In-
ereasing desire for gradustes of colleges
or technical schools as managers, super:
“ﬂﬂd.ntl and employment agents

ny of these corporations afMrm that
the kind of managers and superin-
tendent now needed cannst be bhrought |
up in the work, but must have received
an appropriate (raining In good wec-
ondary schoals, colleges, technicnl cehooln
or the graduate departments of univers!-
tien,

Heeing thesa things, Intelligent par-
anta keep thelr children at school as
long as they cam, instead of putting
them to earn money for tha family as
moon &k the law allows or nes
the exiraordinary resort to eolleges ang
tachnical schools aince the armisties and
the' vigorous afforts to ralee now endow-
ments for thess institutions, many of
which have been highly succesnful,

Grent Progresa Made.

These achievements and tendencies
loudly procinim that dary haool

Wew Vork,

CAMEL AND CANOE
MEET AT TIMBUCT00

Correspondent Describes Trip
Up the Niger to Metropolis
of the Desert.

ARAB AND NEGRO BLEND
‘French Hold Town With
Handful .of Officers and

Some Benegalese.

A special correspondent of the Londen
Times, writing of his travels in French
Africa and his arrival at “Timbucton,
says that beyond Moptl the Niger, often
a mile wide, begina its great “buckle” to
the north, reaches the Sahara and =kirts
it awhile, Many swamps now lie near
the river and innumerable flocks of duck
und spurwing geese fly overhead. The
land is sparsely peopled. Such natlves
as are secn are now notably of the Arab
cast; the homely negro features have
become sharp and clear, the curly hair
straight. And then, upon the rivers
north bank, the stark desert breaks in.

Soon we came to the first encampment
of the Tauregs, the desert people. These
slender, hawklike men, doing no menial

work, tending only thelr flocks of cuttle,
horses and sheep, are of 4 pure Arablike |
blood. Widely dispersed, they are the |
Berbers of Moroceo, the Kabyla of Al-
geria, the Bedouln of vast desert

stretches; I have seen them oncamped
outside Jerusalem and Damascus. It
has long been my ldea that the gyvpsies,
though thelr bloed I8 much diluted,
sprang from this race, The gypsies!
Even ae I viewed these first tents some
nerve in my memory was touched. At
the last Lammas Fair (it would be
about the year 1879) held on the moor-
land under the Eildon Hills, a little boy
had wandered up the day before to take
#tock. Gypales had arrived and pltched
their tents. He rememBered the sloven-
ly, comfortless air of them, their low
stature, thefr peculiar tilt; and here they
were again to the Jife on the Middle
Niger, at the very first Taurcg e¢ncamp-
ment.

We came to Kabara, 650 miles from
Bamako, 1,400 miles from Dakar, the
landing place for Timbuctoo. The ve-
dette, towing her three chalunds, reached
this place (n the night. Timbuctoo lay
five miles across the desert. Those who
had arrived were the colonel command-
Ing in Upper Sencgal, with his wife; the
new commandant of the town; the new
wdminlstrateur, with his wife, and we
two British.

To eacort the first named the military
Governor of Timbuctoo, In full uniform,

with his half domen officers, rode up
after sunrise. Welcoming ud, he indi-
cated that we, too, were his guests, As

our processian took to the desert o squad
of Senegalese lancers, In their gay red
#nd blue, headed (t. The colonels fol-
lowed. Amid the straggling horsemen

the two ladies were carried In chalrs,
ten bearers to each. The servants, with
not fewer than fifty asses, looked after
the baggage: while another squad of
lancers brought up our rear. On our
right rose the new wireless; France ia
Hnking up with wireless her whole Af-
rican empire. On our left, half a square
mile of the desert had been cleared for
an aviation park; and here an avien,
flying from Frunce, had recently allght-
ed., It was heavy going in the sand,
Presantly, on a slight rise ahead, a low
brown town/ was seen. It was Tim-

buectoo.
A Shrill Welcome.
An hour later we reachad the out-
skirts, No such distingulshed visitors|

had arrived In years, and a crowd was|
assembled to give us welcome., Native
horesmen, on thelr fine Arubs, galloped
by, ghrilly greeting us. Where we passed
up the slight rise to the French quarter
the siotables, in thelr long white or blus
gowns, stood grouped. Thew saluted us
profaundly. The romantic music of pipes
broke out, and the beating of tom-toms,
thiese continuing long after we had gone
to our gquarters.

The French hold Timbuctos with a
handful of officers and some Senegalesa
troops.  ‘The Government s a military
one; the tricolor always flles from the
fort and every black man salutes you.

These hlacks are a simple community,
Thelr life {= qulet; there is little money
about; to-morrow for them will be as
to-dayv ; and yet 1 eall them contented.
They dwell five degrees inside the trr_npu'.u'
By day a scorching, furious sun beats

down; bhut there is & glamour over the
desart at dawn and at dusk and in win-
ter the nights &re copl. Nor ! Timbue-
too unhealthy. When the French entered
in 1894 they found a population of 8,000,
It ia no more than 7,000 to-day, and will
yvet decrease.

There 18, as ever, no production at all,

Food is brought in from the outside,
Down by the eanal the Fronch have
planted an acre or two with green vegs-
tables: save for his, there are only the

mimosa thorna and the Iinimitahle dogert,
No carnvans \\'ﬂﬂh name now srrive,
The new raflways in French Africa,
more than the old ralds of the '}"un.rﬂ;.:»,l
divert the trafMe. Tt Ia true the salt In- |
dustry contlnues, Twice a vear the
camels are driven (o Taudenni, on the
borders of the Juff, 800 miles northwest,
and return with the cut bars of salt
Three thousand salt laden camels ar-
rived the other day.

A City of Mud Honaes.

The area of Timbuctoo lnoks a square
jof 600 yards. TRound its fringe nomads
have/bullt their-reed huts, but the town

itenlf i= bullt entirely of mud. The
houses are windowless, opening upon
lanes deep in sand, where the midday
sun strikes  flercely down, Mud ovens

atand In these lanes, where the women
come to their baking,. The mud houses
have strongly clamped doors. Some are
bullt up & zecond story, which l2 hraced
with pylons of mud—the one trace of
Egypt, or of "Egyptian® Jenne (Guinea),
T ecould find in Timbucteo—and |s
plereed, unlike the lower floor, with
small Moorish windows. Thera ure
threa mosques, thefr minarets crudely
fashioned of mud. Two of these are in
ruins, in the third, the saddest of little

spots, a few old men mumble their
Prayers, - -

I entersd Timbueteo's upper school,
In the dim light of windowless rooms

clagses of fifteen ‘or twenty worked at
Arable and arithmetic and French, The
blaak faces of thelr teachers were good
fuces,  In the market place a crowd of
600 hought and sold, There wera Syrl-
mns about, but here one saw tha trua
physicgnomy of Timbuctoo—the com-

e et g ——

plete blend of Araband negro. White or
dark blua robes were favored, nothing
bright, so that the color of tha market,
with the mud walls &ll around, was
sombra. All wore & charm ; around the
necks of the woman, who were not good
looking, hung amber beads and occa-
slonal ornaments of gold and silver.

Metropolis of the Desert.

Near by, across the sand, lay the old
caravan track to the north. What tralns
passed out here In the old days! What
millions of slaves! T'o you remember tnac
statue at Biskra? Cardinal Lavigerie

stands there, stretching his arms out 10 |
ever |

the desert; no so loving a soul
lightensd the track from Timbuctoo
Blaves wera the goods Timbuctoo special-
ized In and forwarded with most profit.
The caravans from Fez and Marrakesh,
from Tunls and Ghadames and Tripoli,
brought dates and sugary goods, cotlons,
silks and scents, and all the more easily
carried merchandise of Europe; they
conveyed back quills of gold dust from
Guinea, ivory, gum, fine goods in yellow
leather, all worts of vegwtable fats; hut
thae prime product of tha reglon, a busi-
ness entlrely in Arab hands, was the
negro slaves, captured and brought up
from the south.

African records show Timbuectoo com-
Ing into being in the elsventh century,
A woman—probably of the Toutgres—
wns the founder of the settlement, to
which her nickname of “Timbucton” was
given,- The chosen site lay out in-the
demgert—in the Sahara—sand and mimowm
thorns surrounding It on all sldes: a
strange site, geeing that the Niger floweu
only five miles awny.

Yet the site of Timbuctoo was its
making. This wans the first outpost after
a thousand miles of desert. Caravans
would come hers as upon an oasis. A,
the back door, five miles to the south,
flowed the great river, with Its walting
fleets, gathered from two thousand miles
around. Receiving what the caravans
brought, they delivered that which woula
be earried back; and Timbuctoo thus be-
came the forwarding station of Africa.
the "meeting place of the camel and the
canoe""

TRANSPORT AWAITS BIDS.

Veteran Army Veanel Still

Market in Manila.

MANILA, P. L., June 17.—The veteran
army transport Crook, which was of-
fered for sale by the Quartermaster of
the Philippine Department of the United
States Army, is still on the market, no
bids having been recelved for the craft
n response to advertisementse

The rea-|

LA GUARDIATOAD
CRAIG SCHOOL FIGHT

Aldermanie President \'isits
Coney Sife and Finds 1t Ts
Not T'nder Water.

DOUBTFUL ABOUT TITLE

Charges Against Dr. Shallow
Will Be Filed by Comptrol-
ler To-morrow,

F. H. La Guardia, President of the
-

Board of Aldermen, announced
day that, to settla for himself the con-
troversy hetween the Comptroller and
Mayor Hylan and his Board of Educa-
tion regarding whether there is a city
owned school site at Coney Island, he
made a trip of Inspection to the land
last Friday., As a rosult of his inspec-
tion, he sald, he was obliged to side with
the Comptroller, which marks his fisst
departure from tha causa of ths Mayor
agalnst the Comptroller in about & year.
The site selected by Dr. Edward B.
Shallow, Assoclate Superintendant of
Schools, and for which the Comptroller
charged the city was about to pay a
price several times larger than that for
which it recently releasad title to the
plat. 18 on the south side of Neptune
avenue, at Thirtlsth street, overlooking
city owned filled in land and Gravesend
PBay. The Comptroller asserted that
north of Neptune avenue, between the
avenue and the bay, was much filled in
lund that was available for a school site.
Dr. Shallow contended that the land
referred to hy Comptroller Craig was
under water. Mayor Hylan and David
Hirshfleld, Commissioner of Accounts,
visited the spot, réturned and reportsd
that Dr. Shallow was right, whereupon
Mr. La Guardia investigated for him-
The only thing Mr., La Guardia
s not certaln about {8 whether the city
actually owns the land or wheather the
title 18 clouded by the claime of ripar-
fan rights by owners of sbutting prop-
erty.

=un assigned for lack of blds |5 o sur-|

| erty

plus of ocean tonnage for the frelght
now offering,

The Crook was formerly a British |
skip, having beesn bullt in Scotland in |
1582, She was known as the Roumania

ustil purchased by the United States at
the outbreak of the Spanish-American
war. ITer gross tonnage Is 4,126, It s
also plannedd to sell the transport War-
ren, which operateas hetween Manila and
China ports. The Warren was once the
Gierman ship Scandia of thse Humburg-
American line. She was built In 1888
and purchased at the breaking out of the
Spanish war {p 15898,

HAMEBURG IS COMING BACK.,

Laverpoor, June 17.—Members of the !

Liverpool Steamship Owners Association
who have been In Hamburg recently say
they were struck with the rapidity with
which that port Is recovering its trade,
especially durlng recent months, and the
extent to which the trads {s belng car-
ried by American ships.

Mr. La Guardia said:

“If the elty nwns the fillad In prop-
between Thirty-first and Thirty-
second streets, oppogite one of the three
eites on the north side of Neptune
avenue, the new school goes thera. If,

| howaver, It {8 decided that the city does

not own the property and & compromiss
has to be effected, as was dons in the
other cases, and the price to be pald
for the property being approximately
the same, I shall vots for the site om
the south side of the avenue as selocted
by the Bdard of Educatlon.

“This guestion brings up again some-
thing that I have insisted on should be
done since 1 have been a mamber of the
Board of Estimate, and that is that the
Comptroller should list all city ownead
property so that when 4 matter of ae-
quiring property for eity purposes comes
up there will be no dispule as to owner-
ship.”

The Comptroiier will present to-mor-
row to the Dristrict Attorney of Kings
county his allegations against Dr#8hal-
low, charging collusion in the selection
of the site.

——— ————
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