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MACKENZIE'S LAST STORY A BATTLEFIELD EPIC

Gifted Author Completed for The New York Herald, Just Before His
Death, a Study of Places in France Where Our Boys Gained
Undying Glory, and Told How Famous Fields Ap-
pear Two Years After Peace

HERE WITH is published the last work

of Cameron Mackenzie, the well
known author and contributor to maga-
zines. Mr. Mackenzie died recently while
on the voyage from Liverpool to New
York. For a few weeks prior to leaving
England Mr. Mackenzie had made a close
study of what may be called the Ameri-
can battlefields of France for The New
York Herald. The article which follows
provides a vivid picture of these battle-
fields to-day.

By CAMERON MACKENZIE.
F any American doughboy were to return
I to France to-day he would be amazed
to discover how little change there has
been In the villages and tewns into which
he fought, Along the Marne, In the 8.
Wihiel sector, In the Argonne, one finds the

¥

Americans hauled some thirty-five Boches
still in the condition It was on the morning
after the attack. As far as one could dis-
cover there were only a handful of people
who had returned to Vaux and these were
living In wooden shacks erected at the edge
of the ruins, Not a few of the women in
the village had been taken off by the Ger-
mans and after the war repatriated.
Lying close to Vaux, of course, Is the
famous Helleay Wood, made immortal by
our marines, commanded In those early days
by Gen. Harford. Any doughboy who knew
HBelleau Wood when it was on our sector
would marvel at the present transformation.
In hls day dead horses, dead Germans,
French and Amerlcans, with a ltter of
clothing, gas masks, helmets and the gen-
eral accoutrement of war covered the terraln.
There were those also who saw Belleau
Wood a trifle later; the dead had been
buried, in most cases where they had fallen.

The new settlement at Montfaucon, one of the towns near the
Argonne Forest well remembered by the A. E. F.

population simply walting for the moment
when actual reconstructlon will be possible.
That moment ls altogether In the hands of
Germany, and one and all of these people
atill living In thelr shattered villages think
little less, talk Uttle less, than the great in-
demnity that it |& hoped the French Govern-
ment will be able to exact from the Boche.

1 have just returned from a tour of the
entire American battle arcn, and the im-
pression which one most strongly brings
back (s how the French people love their
homes and continue, desplte all the devasta-
tion, to cling to them, Everywhera one
found In the st{l] desolate sections families
elther making the most of thelr rulns or liv-
ing In wooden shacks adjacent to that which
had been their domiclle, walting for the day
when it will be \possible for them to resur-
rect their home, It Is certaln that any
Americnn soldier returning to France to-day
would not find any of the people in the
towns where he may have billeted half &o
appealing as they are to-day.

Meaux Has Tidied Up
Out of All War Recollection

My first venture was Meaux, which, of
course, llves preeminently not In the dough-
boy's mind, but with those men who served
as the newspaper correspondents. Meaux,
however, provided billets firat and last to a
good many thousand American fighting
men. To these It will be Interesting to know
how clean and tidy the little city, once so
cluttered with wrockage from long range
guns and air bombs, has become. One found
in Meaux pleasant gardens and green spaces
which no donghboy ever knew, and it wpa
not until we had pushed on to Le Ferte, the
Httle town that |s memorable as the first
headquarters of the American army, that it
was possible to detect the first slgns of what
the wir had meant to Franee. La Ferte,
though, wis wholesome and orderly in com-
parison to Vaux, which we reached an hour
or two later.

Vaux stands to-day almost exactly as it
gtood after American artillery had made {ts
first Independent dffort. It {8 stlll the same
fumble of masonry that It was on the June
morning, two and a half years ago, when
the Inds of the Twenty-slghth Division
pushed Into It after the work of devastation
had been done. [ found the famous cul-
vert out of which an adyance guard of

Often a grave would lle beside a hastily
dug “rabbit hole a mute testimony, easy
tor any doughboy to read. But to-day on
the heights of Belleau Wood liea the well
ordered American cemetery, the most im-
portant of our burlal grounds. The bodies
from the graves scattered through the woods
and along the roadside of that battle ground
have been placed in symmetrical rows, each
marked with a white wooden crosa and cov-
ered with well tended sod. Later, after see-
ing many graves, in most cases decorfited
with bead wreatha and faded flowers, the
austere dignity of the simple American
grave, the |dea that It conveyed of dignity
and democracy, was most |mpressive,

C:hatuu Thierry, Cleaned Up,

Is Still a Mournful City

Chateau Thierry, key positlon to the turn-
ing point of the war, came next. The blue
Marne, through which the bhoys of the
Eighteenth Regiment swam on the heels
of a flaeing army, was as blue and colorful
as ever. Long since the worst of the ravages
of the war have been removed; no pontoon
hoats line the banks; the bridges across the
river have been rebuilt and are quite splen-
did In thelr newness. But Chateau Thilerry
is still a triste city. Houses have heen re-
palred in many cases, but everywhere one
Is confronted with evidence of what was
accomplished by French and American
artillery. There Is a conspicuous cleanliness
about the town to-day which it Is certain
few Americans who have not been there
since 1918 could envision. Industrially, how-
ever, the town gives few evidences of life,
and to the hurried observer a Arst sense
comes in Chateau Thierry of how desperately
France Is walting for better days to come.
In the surrounding country, though—that
gentle countryside of the wandering Marne,
the little atream wherein thousands of
bodies of American bovas used to gleam In
the crystal sunshine of a French summer
as they hathed-—one found winter ploughing
In progress everywhere and realized that
those Immemorial wheat fields through
which s0 many of our divisions palnfully
crawled thelr way agninst pitiless German
maching gun fAre would soon be rocking
gently against the breezes of another sum-
mer in"that most gracious portion of France.

(repy conme back with gruesome memories,
It was In Crepy that American Inexperience
lewrned Its grimmest lesson. The little clear-
Ing hospital where twenty-two hundred lads
Iny for hours under a blazing sun, tortured

Entrance to Blerancourt, headquarters of the American Committee for Devastated France.
and buildings ‘atiIl bear marks of German shells, which caused great havoc in the town.

The arch

by flles, walting for that intolerably delayed
ald that was promised and for twenty-four
hours did not ~ome. has returned to the peace
and grandeur of Its old chateau days. No
hint remains of the boys of the First and
Second divislons who, cherishing luggers and
Hoche helmeta, their flret harvest of soun-
venirs, stood the punishment of those long
hours with the apirit of youth and America.

The Crepy tragedy was due to the secrecy
of the Foch surprise attack of July 18, To
every one who was ldentifled with that
movement Villiers-Cotteret brings back preg-
nant memories. It wasd through. Villlers-
Cotteret on the night of July 17-18 that our
First and Second divisions silently moved
gide by side with the Scotech Seaforths and
the Moroccans—the troops with which Man-
gin earned the reputation of the “butcher of
the French army,"” the most fearless, devil-
may-care outfit of men who ever took arms—
to the great attack. Villlers-Cotteret to-day

The late Cameron Mackenzie,
writer gof the accompanying article,
the last work from his pen. At right,
the church at Varennes which shel-
tered American sharpshooters.

s still very much the shambles that it waa
upon that night. Solssons ts much tidier
but the rulned convent s still a ruin and the
vawning gap In the roof of the cathedral
through which a German shell ripped its
way, throwing chunks of masonry, remalns
open to the sky.

All these towns are Inseparnbly dentifled
with the terrain over which the First and
Second divisions made their memorable ad
vance—an advance wherein 1 witneased
French tank officers leaning out of the
aperturea of thelr tanks and begging the
overeager Americans to seek cover from the
terrific German fire. It Is to be remembered
that our boys gave no heed to this warning the Huns, some of the men actually fight
and that they pushed on, taking their ph. Ing al times with grotesgue bats und_nlt
jective, which wasssome formidable heights; the while wearing thelr gas masks against
they took them, though, with approximately the heavy gns stticks which the Germans
7h per cent. casunlties. However, it was pne had made. The long white rond reaching up
of the finest achlevements of the war, and, (0 the cave, which then served as divisional
visiting again those battleflelds, now peace- hendquarters and over which no one will-
tul and green, with only a marred chateau Ingly passed because of the shell fire, is now
here and there to hetoken all the dauntless mercly a peaceful country lane. Sulppes
courage that went Into the supreme French, (tself although rather thoroughly wrecked,
British and American effort to crack the shows a high degree of indastry In the busi-
tamous Marne sallent, one had a thrilling ness of reconstruction; the debris of the

sense of what the American doughhaoy really
wns

Chalons and Buippes are linked together
with polgnant moemorles of the Rainbow Di-
viston It was at Suippes that tae Forty-
gecond Division, holding probably the most
crucial point when Hindenburg launched his
last great offonsive on July 14, threw back
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and unmarried. Opportunity also should
e afforded that class of woman to escape
jury duty whose domestic demands require
her attendance at home.

“Lawyers generally object to women jur.
fes and challenge them. From a Kansas at-
torney 1 have a statement that no woman
has served on a jury In that State where It
was necessary to keep the jury together
for any length of time, He does not recall
a ease with a woman on the jury where the
deliberntion has extended beyond seven
hours. His objections to having women on
the juries are the long walts and confine-
ment with men of all clnases during the
trial and deliberations; that the women
Lest qualified to serve will ask for exemp-
tlon, and that those serving are usually of
little force in the deliberations.”

Personally, Mr. Brenner does not feel
that he can predict whether women would
be more severs than mer, but he does not
look torward to the day when women will
be forced to sit and listen to the salaclous
detalls which are part and parcel of ordi-
nary eriminal law business.

Women who have declared themselves in
favor of mixed jurfes include Miss Helen
Varick Boswaell, associate chairman of the
Nepublican County Committee; Mrs. Frank

3, Shuler of the Natlonal American Wom-
#n Suffrage Association: Mra Lilllan R.
Sire, president of the Women's Democratic

~ Are Women Too Merciless for tﬁ;Jur_y Box?

Folitical League; Miss Mary Wood, chair-
man of the legislative committee of the
New York Clty Federation of Women's
Clubs; Mrs. John Booth, first vice-president
of New York State Federation of Women’s
('lubs; Mrs. George H. Childs, president of
the Women's Democratic Club; Miss An-
notte Ahbott Adams, first woman to hold
the position of Assistant Attorney-General
of the United States; Mrs. Jeanette G.
Erill, president of the Brooklyn Women's
Par Assoclation; Mrs. Axel 0. Ihlseng,

HE Manchester Guardéan, one of the

I most (nfluential newspapers In Tng-

land, has just passed Its hundredth
vear; but by comparison with other news-
papers In the world it has still & few cen-
turles to go before It may be considered a
venerable Institution. According to the s
of the world's newspapers, the most vener-
able of all the venerable newspapers |s
already 1,308 years old and still making Its
appearunce regularly,

The Chinese have it. The Pekin Gasetle,
containing oMclal decrses and oMcial ver-
slons of the news, has appeared regularly
wines the dnys of tha Tang dynasty In the
year 818

In the Wentern clvilisation newspapers

Many Newspapers Centuries Old

gel for the defendant is to be preferred, for
he feels that A woman gets at the heart of
Judge Charles C. Nott and Judge Otto A. a woman quicker.
Hosalaky, both of the Court of General Ses- In the neighboring State, where New
sions, have expressed themselves on the Jersey women have been stepping into the
matter. Judge Nott appreciates the fitness jury box frequently during the last few
of women for service, but inslsts that he months, there has been no indication that
would be sorry to see them compelled to they are out for vengeance, for the vears
serve. Judge Rosalsky believes that a they have been compelled to sit back and he
mixed jury of men and women could handle judged exclusively hy male jurles. 1 ne vne
any class of criminal business, In cases of pew note sounded in recent triale with
women criminals, he thinks a woman coun- women as jurors has heen a tendency
toward an overwhelming speed In reaching
a verdict
A Jury of twelve women drawn in the
Istriet Court at East Orange Iast March
beeame possitle only after the middle of rendered two verdicts after a total delfber.
the fifteanth century, when printing from ation of one hour and forty-elght minuces,
bMlocks was Invented and it first became Poth verdicts were brought in favoring the
possible to produce many coples of lettered  garandant In clvil cases
m?:u:n:‘n:tﬂ::‘:;:rlml';’::ml ‘r::w.-u-r. necording An Atlantic City Grand Jury, convening
to an English historlan of printing, that at Mays Landing on May 10, returned an
the Oxford Gaegette (the origioal London Indictment charging murder In a shooting
Giazette) made (ts appearance as the first came after only thirty minutes of dellber
newspaper In the precise sense of the word: girn Mrs., Laura White, wite of Judge
John J. White of the New Jersey Court of

that is, aa a fiat paper of news rather than
# pamphlet or a hound book. Brrors and Appeals, acted as foreman and

president of the Century Theatre Club, and
many others,

In the United States the oldest news-
paper which fs still In exigtence In already there were three other women serving on
145 vears old. It is the New Hampshire the Grand Jury.
tiagette of Portsmouth, N. H., establlahed Quite likaly spsed can he hcecomplished

In 1766,

Most of the space in.ilhe Calonial news-
papers at first was devoted to forelen affalrs
Local matters were consldered to he too
well known to be worthy of mention.

without any straining of mercy. Still there
are those who will refer to Lawyer E. M
Hallard of Clneinnati, Ohlo, as the Solomon
of his day.

ruimed houses 18 belng sorted out aml stones
ure put in plles in readinesa for rebuilding.

This lttle town has a larger number of
temporary wooden huts than [ have here-
tofors observed, and my Impreasion is that
about all of the original Inhabitants ara on
the spot, walting for the day when they
can move back to the sites of thelr old
homes. The roads of this part of France are
either repalred or being repalred, telegraph
wires restrung, and where theptreas have
hean rulned by shell ire or the invading army
they are belng replanted. It was here that
we saw for the first time what later became
a usual glght—the salvaged piles of twisted
and black barbed wire that had been col-
leoted from the flelds, and also at frequent
intervals great plles of the rusty tin roofs
that had been used for hutmenta during the
fighting. And even at this late date we
heard the distant explosion of a dud shell
and were told that the ground was being
cleared of unexploded shells, Other curious
evidences of the sweep of war across this
part of France were to be found in such gro-
tesque fgures as a scarecrow crowned with
a German helmet, a gas mask waving from
the bare branches of a tree

Chalona was chiefly interesting by (ts
evidencea of a real affection for the Amer
iean boy and Ite eagerness to glve him, If
he can return, a welcome in the warmest
French manner. It is a little hard to belleve
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that this lfeeling. which one encountered In
the shops and hotels, wis altogether a mat -
ter of the premium which the dollar now
enjoys. The landlady of the principal hotel,
called “The High Mother of God" bewallod
the absence of the Ameriean tourist this
pis! summer and accounted for It by saying
that German propaganda was so active in
America In endeavoring to persuade the
American people that the French were all
robbeiw that the Americans w loath to
venture forth, [ might add In passing that
this hote] ‘showed all the comfort and good
service that It was renowned for in pre-war
days. One sees very few ovidences of the
innumerable alr bombs that were dropped
on Chalons.

It was a cheerlng experience to pass from
the scarred country of the Marne into the
less desolated country of Lorraine. There
are few membera of the American Ex
peditionary Force who do not know Nancy
Tou' Ligny and Har-le-Duc. The famous
Hotel Angleterre in Nancy, where American
ofMcers and privates allke wer:
sleep heel on head along the corridors, never
budging through the praglesily continuous
alr relds to which the town was for months
subjected, has now become a spol of calm
and well ordered comfort

wont to

Inatead of American captaing and majors
in the dining room ona now sgees rather nos
deseript =alesmen, =ome of them
gether withont the hint of the Boche. Bu
the ostablishment s=till has jts old air of
frierdliness, and the porsonne! remembers
vividly and ls eager to discuss the day
when Americans  fllled every nook and
cranny In the house. Thousands of Amer
eans, too, know the Cafe Stanisians
filled to ite last chalr with our oMicers. The
Stanislaus Is now guiet and subdued, hut
the food la better and the waiters are more
patient, The legeols, another favaorite
gathering place, has bagun only recently
repalt ita facade, which was smashied by »
bomb, The Legeols must always remaln an
American memory for the mad celel
which took place thers Immaedintely

ot alto

ntionn

armistice. Thowe were the davs when not
far from Nancy Gen. Trenchard of the
Britiah  Independent Alr Force had  his

grquadron of night bombers, composed half
of Americans and half of English; it was
these Inds who made the Legeals famous
acroas the entire Ametrican front

Y ecourse no one who lived through thoss
day= In September, 1018, when tha =great
tronp movement of the Americans hegan
from the 8t. Mihlel sector to the Argonne
will aver forget that muffled tread of fest
passing In the nights over the cobbled ways
of Nancy Occasionally a bomb would tear

i

open a pavement, but of this ore gets not
the smallest hint to-day. Ewven the onee
shattered rallway station is now perfectly
in trim and a smart row of taxis awalts the
traveller,

St. Mihiel, the sector of which was the
first point of attack for the American Army
functioning on its own, still showed con-
splcuously the ravages of war. | wish [t
were possible to supply any Interesting de-
tall concerning St, Mihiel itself; as a mat-
ter of fact, It is a city in ruins and as yet
too exhausted to help itself to It feet. The
town has been cleansd up. a great many
houses patched to he made inhabitable, but
one feels that the task of restoring the town
to what it once was seems almost super-
human. The most obviously prosperouscon-
cern in the town seemed to be the Cinema,
where Ameriean flilms were featured.

Passing across the St. Mihiel sector one
was amazed at the almost complete story
one could read from the cowntryside of our
splendid effort hetween 8t. Mihlel and Pont-
au-Mousson, Wire still strings everywhers
zZigzag trenches scar the landscape; caves
In which the Germans had strongly in-
trenched themselves and were only driven
out by gas still pit the hillsides; the wvil-
Inges are In ruins; in every other village the
now familiar slgn Indicating an Ameriean
cemetery points the way. All this la elo-
nuent of the enormity of the American
effort which drove the Germans out of the
sector which for more than four years they
haid held against repeated attempts to dis-
lodge them. Thiacourt, where the dough-
hoye took one of thelr worst doses of artll.
lery fire, Is still in ruined condition; Pont-
au-Mousson has, on the whole, done better
by litself than 8t. Mihiel or any of the In-
terlying villages., Vignelle, which must aver
remain famous as the mesting point between
the scouts of the Twenty-sixth and Second
divislons, whn, groping through a dense fog
encireled most of an Austrian division, is
now dreary and tawdry,

Recalling Scenes Near Verdun
That the A. E. F. Will Never Forget

Verdun s llke an American possession, as
well as one of France's ablding monuments.
It was mear Verdun that we at midnight
loosed our supreme artillery offort PrOeQAra -
thry to beginning the great Argonte offen-
sive. There are doughboys who wlil never
forget Deadman's HIl, now a qulet and
ge¢ntle  French countryside Montfaucon
hideousiy raked by German shellfire, stands
to-day much ng it stood when the last Amer-
lcan s=oldier trekked down that grim road
up which lorrles used to bank and petiently
walt, sometimes under machine gun fire
from overhead, untl] some one further for
ward had "upsnarled the traffic jam Va-
1tennes I8 atHl a shambles, and that famous
barn Into which upon an occasion the Cler-
mans dropped a high explosive shell, thum
wiping out some hundred Amerlean boys,
still remalng in [ts demollshed condition, On
the road bevond Varennes, which the Bocha
so plentifully studded with mines, one finde
the old holes repalred, bhut the country (tsalf
stlll merely stageering

Giotting mtn the Argonne Fores. propar
Iz not now much of an experience. The old
Hindenburg line—those enormotus conerets

conatructions In which the Germans had not
meraly running hot and eold water but also
thelr planos and feather beda—are stripped
af all thei t otherwise much tha

fittings=, but

same. The spot where Whittlesay's he.
leaguered battallon made ¢ #tand hams onls
» few what od tred record  Ameriean
herolsm. Grandpre, the tip of the Argonne
promontory, polgnantly recidled the amazing
anchlevement of a nlt from Qv

olghth Division, who so pa Iv erawled uy
through mud that was

preparing the way

oan rush to Sedan

Equally poignant were S5t (George at
Landres Bt. George, and it canme hack
vividiy to me how upon a November night
In 1918 1 stoad in an artillery ohservation
post lnaking down upon a hrond fleld, wher
in their little rabbit holes the hovg of the
Second Divislon lay walting for the zer
hour, which In this instance was filve o'¢le
and how | could ses the minute
thair clgarettes twinkling for acres heneath
mn

In actunlity there nothing purticular)
impressive In the Argonne to-dn It im
pressivences Hes in a knowledge of what the
Argonne has symbollaed nol  mersly  for
America but for the waorld il In remem
bmnee of thoss bitie Inve of flghting when
yourig Amerfca was ¥ to enrn the
title of veterane in war t battlng a wa)
through a forest which even France had
come to regard az a very nearly impregnable

German stronghold
Taking my entire tour as a whole, it was

a tremendous sxperience One  hrought
away from It not merely & gqulckenad pa
totiam bhut A Keener sensd f how reall
prodiglous the Amerlean eoffort in Franoe
wns One brought away, toon, an under
standing of how deeply the Fronch people
particularly those who know our soldiers

pverseas, appreciate what we did.



