
CRIMINAL ACTION
SOUGHT BY CRAIG

_
i

Calls on Kings District Attorneyfor Inquiry of
Coney School Site.

TELLS HIS SUSPICIONS

Letter to Lewis Also Goes
Into Contracts Made

in Brooklyn.
ROM E PLOTS ABANDONED

Mermaid Avenue Deal Among:
Others Mentioned.Denies

He Delayed Action.

Comptroller Charles E. Craig: yesterdayplaced In the hands of District
Attorney Charles E. Lewis of Kings
county information in regard to the
controversy between the Finance Departmentand the Board of Education
oVer the selection of a school site at
I oney Island, and asked for investigationto show whether a crime has been
committted.

Because of the nature of the public
interests involved and the. false statementsIn explanation of the conduct
of those having to do with the selectionof a site for a new school In this
part of Coney Island," the Comptroller
wrote to the District Attorney, "I submitthe matter to you for investigation
to determine whether a crime has been
committed within your county, either
of malfeasance In office, or collusion.
or corruption In the acquisition of
property for public purposes, and
such other action as you may deem
appropriate, having in mind that the
property In' question Is all located in
Kings county, and, therefore, within
your Jurisdiction, although the Board
of ICducatlon has its principal office
in New York county. If in the course
of your inquiry into the matter you
should find that action is reauired by
any public officers in New York county
I assume that you will communicate
with them, furnishing them with such
information as you may have obtained."

Cnndltlona In Brooklyn.
Incidentally, in a discussion of school

conditions in Brooklyn, the Comptroller
in liis letter drew this indictment:
"In a period of only six days short of

eighteen months the Board of Kdueatlonlias actually contracted for the
construction of only two of eleven elementaryschools, appropriations for
which have at all times during that
neriod 1 een available."

In April, 1W20, the Board of Education
adopted a site in Mermaid avenue, betweenWest Thirty-first and West
Thirty-second streets. Money for this
site was asked for i<i the request made
to the Board of Estimate in September
of tiiat year. The Comptroller wrote
he has on file a letter in the handwritingof Edward B. Shallow, associate
superintendent of schools, dated Novemberx, introducing Henry G.
MeDonough to William E. Walsh, thep
real estate appraiser in the Finance De
partnient. It stated that MeDonough
was working with Mr. Shallow in the
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matter of school sites and asked that
assistance be given to him.
The Comptroller said this memorandum,in the handwriting of Walsh, appearedon the note: "Mr, McDonough

called and informed me B. of E. had
abandoned Mermaid avenue and Thirtyfirststreet site. Coney Island, because
owner hud rushed buildings, which
would make cost prohibitive."
"The reasons assigned for such abandonment,'wrote the Comptroller, "are

very unusual. The cost of acquiring
the property has never appeared to be
a reason for the Board of Education
not selecting property as a school site.
"Moreover, the reasons given by

Shallow for the abandonment of the
Mermaid avenue site were false. The
fact is that every building that was on
this site on November 8, 1920, when
Shallow notified the real estate division
of the Comptrollers' office of its alian-
aonmeni was mere on ine mn or April,
1930, when the Board of Education, on
Shallow's recommendation, approved
this site.

Select Alternative Sites.

"AlthouKh Shallow knew on the 8th of
November, 1930, that tho selection of
this site had been abandoned, no steps
were taken by htm to have the Board
of Education evidence such abandonmentby a formal resolution or otherwise.
"On February 23, 1921, and nearly four

months after Shallow notified the Departmentof Finance that the Mermaid
avenue site had been abandoned, the
Board of Education, upon Shallow's
recommendation, selected three alternativeschool sites, all on Neptune avenueand within the range of the Sinking
Fund Commission's adjustment of disputedownership."
All were on the southerly side of the

street, between West Twenty-ninth and
West Thirty-fifth streets.
On the same day, the Comptroller alleged,the Board of Education, on the

recommendation of Shallow, rescinded
the resolution for the Mermaid avenue
site.
The Comptroller, in a report to the

Board of Estimate, opposed the selectionof the Neptune avenue sites, suggesting;one on the opposite side of the
street. In connection with this, he said
In his letter to the District Attorney:
"A storm of abuse and falsification

followed the Comptroller's suggestion. It
was In vain that he pointed out that
the land In question on tho north side of
Neptuno avenue was filled in to a highergrade than that selected by the
Board of Education. The statement was
constantly made by Shallow and those
who sought to sustain Ills position that
the site suggested Dy tne c;ompir:>;ier
was under water, in fact that it was
in the bed of Coney Island Creek. How
utterly false these statements are will
appear not only by an Inspection of the
premises but also from the map transmittedherewith.
The Comptroller asserted that Shallow'sstatement that the Comptroller delayedaction on the Mermaid avenue

site for a period of eighteen months
was false.

SCHWAB OPENS FIGHT
TO CUT ASSESSMENT

Calls Valuation of Riverside
Estate $425,000 Too High.
Charles M. Schwab began a fight yesterdayto have the assessment on his

estate in Riverside Drive, between Seventy-thirdand Seventy-fourth streets,
reduced $-12",,000. He obtained from JusticeThomas F. Donnelly of the SupremeCourt a writ of certiorari directingthe Board of Taxes and Assessmentsto certify to the court its reasonsfor fixing the assessment at $1,750,000on the ground and $350,000 for "improvements"thereon, or a total of
$2,100,000.
Under "Improvements" are Included

the residence and other building* on the
property. Mr. Schwab set the actual
value of the property at $1,675,000.
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$30,769,867 ESTATE
LEFT BY GONVERSE

jStocks in Wide Range of In-j
dust rial, Railroad and InsuranceCorporations.

FARM WORTH $1,027,000

Inventory and Appraisal of
Vast t'ropcrties Filed at

Greenwich, Conn.
i

Edmund Converse, banker and philanthropist,left an estate estimated at
$30,, 769,867.91, according to the inven-
tory and appraisal filed yesterday in the
Probate Court, Greenwich, Conn. With
the exception or $1,027,000, which is in
real estate known as the Convene Manor
Farm, consisting of the manor house,
outbuildings and about 2,000 acres of
land, the estate is in personal property.
The recapitulation shows Investments

and securities In the Hankers Trust
Company, Industrial corporations, railroad,public utilities, insurance company
Investments, mining stocks. United
States Government bonds, Connecticut
bonds. Federal farm loan bonds, foreign
Government bonds and notes and securt-
ties of nominal value. The stock in the
Bankers Trust Company is $3,030,870
and the stoek in the Guaranty Trust
Company Is 1,268,750.
Among the railroad stocks are the following:.'Broadway and Seventh avenue

(cert, dept.), $1,600; Central Railroad of
New Jersey, $180,000; Delaware, I.ncka
wanna and Western Railroad. $287,000;
Delaware Railroad Company, $16,000;
Erie and Kalamazoo Railroad, $10,2o0;
Erie and Pittsburgh Railroad, $13,fi00;
hackawanna Railroad Company of NewJersey,$8,320; Morris and Essex Rallroad$13,000; Norfolk and "Western Railroad(common), $9-1,000; Northern CentralRailroad, $19,500; Ontario and Que-
Dec Railroad Company, $40,000; Pittsburgh,Besemer and Lake Erie (common).$8,800; Pittsburgh. McKeosport and
Youghlogheny, $4,050: Pittsburgh, Fort
Wayne and Chicago Hallroad (preferred),$28,250; St. Louis Bridge Company(first preferred), $17,200; Valley
Railroad Company, $6,000; Carolina
Cllnchfleld Railroad Company (preferred!.$8,600; Carolina Clinchfield RailroadCompany (prefered), $8,000.
Art, books ad other personal property

at Conyers Manor is appraised at $426,065.50.
Alfred .Taretzski and the Bankers

Trust Company of fiew York are the
executors and Sullivan & Cromwell are
counsel for the estate.

WIFE, 5 GIRLS ARRIVE;
HUSBAND REMARRIED

Russian Mourned Family;
Now Seeks Annulment.

The arrival recently at tlie Barn officeof Mrs. Celle Cooper, with five
daughters, aged 17, 16, 15, 13 and 10
years, deeply afffeCted Philip Cooper,
husband of Mrs. Cooper and head of the
family, who had long ago come to the
conclusion that they had been killed
in Russia during the war. Cooper, it
appeared, had left the family In Russiaa short time before the war began.
Eventually he contracted a second

marriage and a son was born to them.
When Mrs. Cooper and the girls ar-i
rived, however, he was overjoyed, lie
filed papers yesterday in a suit to an-
nul his marriage to Bertha Cooper, his
second wife. I
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' "McCreery Summer
Famous

for Over Fifty Summ<
Lightsome, breezy fabrics that

wearer with a delightful appearance
and coolth. One seems to see in th
gleaming sheens reflections of Sum
mering waters and the shadows
nooks.

Rich, heavy Canton Crepe, 40 inches
Blue, Black or White.

"Country Club" Sport Satin, the set
end most beautiful Summer Silk. Mar
designs. White only. 40 inches wide.

Tricolette Silk Suiting in all the want
well as White or Black.
Crepe do Chine of a superior quality, 4

a beautiful color range, also White or B1

Sealskin Satin.-so named because of ii
surface. It is an exclusive McCreery <

cellent for bathing suits. Navy Blue (

inches wide.

500 Pieces of Natural Ecru Japan
A pure, selected quality, 33 inches wide.

(Serovd Floor)
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\j v / \l 'j with shell ruchir
fr ml 1 ets and self tie>i'1/ Flame, Tunquc

1 Blue, Orchid, V
Aj and Black.

...L-js1-" Breakfast Co;
~J.J quality Crepe

IIr adorned with self
^.-f rackets and self t

; Light Blue, Oi
French Blue, J
taria and Black.

Breakfast Coa
^ Londre, exact co

import. Doubk
ing, hemstitching, frills and scalloped h
it. Honeydew, French Blue, Cof>enl
Orchid and Peach. formerly

Negligees of heavy quality Crepe de ("hin
slip, and Margot Lace trimming. A coat (

color Georgette Crepe reaches to the hem.
and wide satin ribbon adorn it. Cora
French Blue over Pink, Light Blue over Bl

formerly
Cap, as illustrated, of Ecru Net and

Lace adorned with satin ribbon, formerl
Prices Include Tax. (Third Floor)

f i r»lrv
It Is Pleasant uwersi

Fashion a Frock, A I
Suit or Pretty Under\
Fashioning pretty things is just as si]

more gratifying than knitting. And it
when t hey begin to take form and blossor
full-blown flower! Why not drop knitti
afternoons and try fashioning some sin
Exceptionally good values in fabrics
for to-morrow.
Novelty Printed Dress Voiles, Chceke

Percales, Madras, Plisse Crepes, plain
Chambrays.

Imported Dress Linen, thoroughly shru
tically non-crushable. 30 inches wide.

McCreery's Dress Ginghams, desirable
lar sized checks.
Crepe Canton, Mohair and Cottor

strong, durable material for light moto
dresses.Blue or Tan. 30 inches wide.

Black Bathing Suit. Satin Venetian v

satin finish; soft quality, medium weighi
wide.

White Needlehour Nainsook of sheer,
highly mercerized. 10 yards in a box.

Woolen Dress Fab
White All Wool Dress Material for sport. a1

yard,
Navy Blue All Word Tricot ine of fine, soft

Novelty All Wool Sport Skirting. 54 inches
iScrord Floor)
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