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THRILLING TALES OF INDIANS GALLANTRY IN WAR

Division.

Charles Robert Ward, a Cherokee,
who served as sergeant with distinc-
tion in the 358th Infantry, Ninetieth
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By HAMILTON PELTZ.

HE Red Man in the grim ordeal by
fire has redeemed his pledge.
Thirty-two representative Indian
chiefs, clan rulers and medi¢cine men of
eleven different tribes, on a bleak February
day eight years ago, each garbed in the
fantastlc aboriginal regalin of his race,
grasped the multiple halyards of a great
new American flag. To the weird melody
of their native music they raised the na-
tional ensign to the peak of a staff erected
on the loftiest eminence of New York har-
bor, the site of a future national memorial
to their vanishing race.

Then, each and all, they subscribed to a
declaration of allegiance to the Govern-
ment of the United States, in which they
sald:

“We, the undersigned representatives of
varfous Indian tripes of the United States,
through our presence and the part we nave
taken in the Inauguration of thls memerial
to our peopie, renew our alleginnee Lo the
glorious flag of the United States, and
offer our hearts to our ecountry’'s sarvice,
Though a econquered race, with our right
hands extended in brotherly love and our
left hands holding the plpe of peacs, we
hereby bury all past {1l feellng and pro-
e¢lalm abread to all the natlons of the
world our firm allegiance to this natlon
and to the Stars and Stripes, and declare
that henceforth and forever in all walka
of lile and every field of endeavor we shall
be as brothers.”

President Taft Was Present
With a Notable Company

When that pledge was registered on the
ramparts of Fort Wadsworth it was wit-
nessed by President Taft and other dis-
tinguished publle men, who took part in
the plcturesque ceremony. The world was
at peace, The devastating gallop of the
Four Horsemer had not yel swept across
Europe. There was not even the menage
of war. Probably in all that holiday com-
pany there was no seer, white man or red,
bold enough to have guessed that within
five years the North American Indian, sub-
Jugnted, desplsed, despoiled, disfranchised,
wonld have redeemed that vow of blood
brotherhood by sending 17,300 of the young
braves of his race to fight under the
American flag in a war that menaced world
eivilization. But that is what the record
shows. And of that number more than
150 were decorated for acts of conspicuous
valor in action,

The best authority places the number of
men, women and children of Indian blood
now in America at about 320,000, Assum.
ing . the total population of the United
States to be 110,000,000 and that at the
time of the armistice the entire nation had
mustered about 5,000,000 men under arms,
it |1s seen that the Indlans sent to the
colars a congiderably larger percentage of
their people than did the country at large,

This is one phase of the great struggle
which remains to be written—"The His
tory of the American Indian in the World
War.,” It Is going to be written by Dr.
Joseph K. Dixon, atudent of Indian af-
talrs pecullarly w;ll fitted for his task,
Dr. Dixon was the'leader of the Rodman
Wanamaker historical expeditions to the
North American Iandiang, in the course of
which he visited every reservation in the
country. He is the author of “The Vanish.
ing Race,” and is the secretary of the Na.
tional American Indian Memorial Associa.
tion, of which Mr, Wanamaker is the
founder and president. Between February,
1019, and February, 1920, he visited sys.
tematically all the camps and military
hospitals on the Atlantic seabonrd, inter
viewing officers and privates, studying, in.
terrogating and photographing Indian sol
diers who had returned, either sound or
wounded, from oversans,

And pow, as his final act of preparation
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Foch, Haig and Gouraud Laud Their Courage and Resourcefulness, While Officers of
Lesser Rank but With Closer Knowledge Tell of Their Loyalty, Skill in Woodcraft

and Keenness to Win---Dr. Joseph K. Dixon, Authority on the American Aborigine, i

Putting Into Book Form Exploits That Immortalized the Modern Red Man
---More Than 17,000 Went Overseas, a Larger Proportion Than the

Quota of Any Other Race---Many Served in Navy, Too
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Robert Dodd, a Piute, one of the

privates in Company H, Thirtieth In-
fantry, who was with the famous Lost
Battalion.

; Six of the finest types of Indlans who fought in the world war. They were sclected by their respective divisional commanders to serve
in the famous “Pershing’s Own,” a war honor envied by every fighting man in the army.

for his historical work, Dr. Dixon has just
returned from an Intimate four months’
study of the entire Western battlefronts of
Belglum and France, in which he covered
more than 3,600 miles of travel and took
more than 1,100 photographs. Before he
started he had been supplied by General
Pershing with a large map, which showed
that American Indlans had fought in every
one of the twenty-eight main battle sectors
from the North Sea to the Alps. Through
the courtesy of the French Minister of
War, Captain Eugene Le¢ Roch of the
French General Staff was detailed to ac-
company Dr. Dixon along the whole battle
front.

Dr. Dixon had been commended to the
French and Belgian Governments in let-
ters written by Secretary Hughes, Secre-
tary Weeks and General Pershing. Cordial
written assent was glven both by M. Louis
Barthou, French Minister of War, and M.
Albert Deveze, Bolgian Minister of National
Defence. In his letter from Paris, written
on May 28 last, M. Barthou sald: *“I am
glad by this means to render merited hom-
age to the herolsm shown by the Indlan
soldiers who served under the American
flag alongside our own troops during the
great war for freedom.”

On his return to Paris and Londan, after
his tour of the flield, Dr. Dixon met person-
ally Fleld Marshals Foch and Petain, and
many other distinguished French and
British officers. All uniformly gave teati-
mony to the bravery and resourcefllness
of the Indian soldler. Marshal Foch on
June 22 wrote this sentiment:

Marshal Foch's Praise
Of Our Valorous Indians

“1 eannot forget the brilllant services
which the valorous Indian soldiers of the
American armies have rendered to the com.
mon cause, and the energy as well as the
courage which they have shown to bring
about victory—decisive victory—hy the at-
tack.”

Under date of June 28, Marshal Petain
wrote from the French Ministry of War to
Dr. Dixon:

"On returning from your journey to the
battleflelds gf the war you were good
enough to express your thanks to the of
cers of the General Stalf of the Army who
took part in organizing your trip. 1 am
profoundly touched by the sentimenta you
exprossed on this occasion, and I desire to
tell you how happy 1 have been to facill-
tate your visit to the reglons where the
Indlans enrolled with the American troops
distinguished themselves by thelr courage
and the qualities natural to thelr race.”

From White Ness, Kingsgate, Thanet,
under date of July 21 last, came to the
Indlan historian this letter from Fleld
Marshal Lord Haig, Commander-in-Chief
of the British forces in the world war:

"Dean Da. Dixox: American Indians
fought under my cémmand near Amiens,
Arras and Ypres, and I have mueh plens-
ure in aceeding to vour request to give
you my opinion of them.,

“Their bravery, even under heavy shell

fire, dld not make them distinguishable
as Individuals from the troops of Euro-
pean blood among whom they fought—
and I can give them no higher praise!

“They were also consplcuous as scouts
and snipers and for their skill in the use
of ground.”

Dr. Dixon also is very proud of the
eulogy his beloved Indians received at
the hands of the celebrated French Gen-
eral, Gouraud, That particular contribu.
tion to his coming history was received
in this way: In giving testimony be-
fore the House Committee on Military Af-
falra of the Sixty-sixth Congress Dr.
Dixon had quoted a conversation he had
with a famous officer of a famous regiment
of an equally distinguished division—the
Forty-second or “Ralnbow Division.”
This {s what Dr. Dixon said:

Indians Best and Safest,
Says Fighting Tom

“Major Tom Rellly, ‘Fighting Tom,' as he
Is called, commanded the Third Battalion
of New York, the fighting Irish regiment
with fitty-four sllver rings on Its flagstaft
bearing the names of engagements, Major
Reilly {8 a soldler of renown. He told me
that at Chateau Thierry, where he was
wounded, he lost a third of his men and
they sent him replacements from a Texas
regiment—100 Indlans—ffty to the Second
Pattalion and fifty to his own, the Third,
He declared they were the best and safest
replacements he had had., They were all
fine shots and thoroughly dependable. He
took twenty of the best of them and added
them to the Intelligence Department.”

Dr. Dixon then quoted Major Reflly as
having sald; “The Indians did the finest
work of any men In the regilment, and,
mark you, this is the old fighting Irish

regiment. They were expert in rifle fight-
ing, game, strong, brave, resolute. They
were superior in scouting and patrnl work.
In battle they were always at the front;
when an Indlan went down another Indian
stepped coolly into his place. There were
sixteen tribes and sixteen different dialects
repredented among the fifty men in my
battalion. I had replacements on eight dif-
ferent occasions, so thorough was the deel-
mation of my ranks, and these Indlans
were unqualifiedly the wery best replace-
ments sent to me. Many of them were
killed or wounded, for they always sought
the dangerous places. I hold all these
Indians in the most enthusiastic regard.
In the drives at the Argonne, the Meuse,
St. George's, Laudres, 1 started out with
876 men; came back with only 400, The
Indians in the front ranks were thoroughly
swept away."

Testimony like this from Major Rellly
and other officers of the Forty-second Di-
vision prompted Dr. Dixon to write to
General Gouraud for confirmation. He did
a0, and this Is a translatlon of the reply
recelved from the French commander:

“It is very agreeable to me to send you
the evidence which you have asked of me
concerning the Indians who fought In the
great war, Many companies of Indians
were in the American dlvisions, the Second,
the Thirtysixth and the Forty-second,
which were under my command in the
fleldl during the battles of July, September,
October and November, 1918, These Indian
goldlers fought bravely and gave proof of
thelr remarkable qualities of adaptability
in taking advantage of battlefield condl-
tiona,”

Here {8 another chapter from the annala
of the 166th New York Infantry, as Dr,
Dixon tells [t. He is quoting from a letter
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the high qualities of a soldior.
assembled in a form which will endure.

tions.—Gan, Gouraud.

were any stragglers.

this is the 514 fighting Irish regiment.
strong, brave, resolute.

Infan vy (q14 Sixty-ninth, New York).

WHAT FAMOUS COMMANDERS THINK OF r
THE INDIAN AS A FIGHTING SOLDIER

F many outstanding features of the late war none is more extraordinary
than the brilliant participation therein of the North American Indian,
The vivid narrative published herewith malkes this very clear.
man was in no whit inferior to his white brother in courage, resourcefulness and
What he did in the great conflict is now being

all America may feel a justifiable pride.
of the American Indian is told in the following tributes:

1 cannot forget the brilliant services which the valorous Indian soldiers of
the American armies have rendered to the common cause and the energy as well
as the courage which they bave shown to bring about victory—decisive victory—
by the attack.—Ferdinand Foch, Marshal of France.

Their bravary, even under heavy shell fire, did not make them distinguish.
able ay individuals from troops of European blood among whom they fought—
and | can give them no higher praise! They were also conspicuous as scouts and
snipery and for their skill in the use of ground,.—Field Marshal Lord Haig.

ese Indian soldiers under my command fought bravely and gave proof of
their remarkable qualities of adaptability in taking advantage of battlefield condi.

The 388th Infantry (all Indians) was the pride of my division.
They nover want after anything they did not get, and what
they 'Fbl they always held.—Major-Gen, Allen.

be Indians did the finest work of any men in the regiment, and, mark you,
They were expert in rifle fighting; game,
They wero superior in scouting and patrol work.
battle they were always in the front.—Major Tom Reilly, Third Battalion, 165th

The red

It is a atirring record, and one in which
What the great commanders thought

There never

ot

written by Sergeant Thomas E. Fltzsim-
mons, commanding the Stokes mortar
platoon, headquarters company, 186th In-
fantry, Forty-second Division. Fitzsim-
mons |s describing the exploit which won
for him his Distingulshed Service Cross
and the part taken in it by five Indians of
?’IB Stokes mortar platoon, Walter Keves,
acob Leader and Frank Young Eagle, Paw
nees; James Wynashl, a Kaw Indian, and
Harry Richardsswho was wounded in the
fighting in the Argonne.

L]
Exploit of Five Indians
Described by 165th Sergeant

“These Indians came to us,” sald the Ser-
geant, “as replacements from the Thirty-
sixth Bivislon; they volunteered to Join
us, as the Thirty-sixth bad not been in
actlon and they were anxious to get into
the fight. In the Argonne offensive they
gtood like stone walls under machine gun
and artillery fire and always obeyed with-
out questioning, All of them were expert
rifle shota; they were resourceful and es-
pecially good In seeking a trall in the woods
at night. As to personal habits, I always
found them gentlemjen, accepting hardship
and sacriflce without flinching. Moreover,
they were proud they had volunteered to
gerve America,

“During this Argonne offensive the 185th
had driven back the Germans and they
woere reforming for a counter attack in
massed formation, with fixed bayonets.
Colonel Donovan, commanding the regi-
ment, ordered the Stokes mortar platoon
into action, The Boche were only 200 yarda
away In an open fleld, In broad daylight.
With the Stokes mortar, every man of the
crew has to stand up. The Boche retreated
to the trenches and the artillery opened
up. Then the German infantry. In massed
formotion and with fixed bayonets, came
on for a counter attack.

“Colonel Donovan ordered the Indians to
place the Stokes mortar guns In position,
and, getting the range after the first ahell
was fired (you will recall that there are
elght of mortar shells In the alr
before the first one Ianda), it was sald by
those who witnessed it that all you could
see was machine guns, Boche helmets, arms
and legs flying in the nir., The Boche was
completely routed, and this was the last
line of reslatance the Germans had to fall
back upon

“"For this achlevement,” added Dr, Dixon,
completing the story, “Sergeant Fltzsims-
mons won his Distinguished Service Cross,
and after the battle Colonel Donovan called
the members of the Stokes mortar platoon
bafora his headguarters and ecommended
the crew for ita work., He told them they
had saved the regimont.”

Dr. Dixon will feature In his forthcom-
ing book the exploits which won medals
of valor for two Indlans. Private Joseph
Oklahombl, a Choctaw, on the Argonne
Meuse front, was clted In orders for dash-

thesa

ing 200 yards under a violent barrage
through wire entanglements and on to
mnchine gun nestz, He turned a captured
gun on the enemy and remained in the

position for four days in spite of a come
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«gtant barrage of large projectires and gas

shells. He is credited with Loving had 171
prisoners surrender to him. The Choctaw
received the Crolx de Guerre.

Major Victor M. Locke, Jr.,, of Antlers,
Okla., who Is the principal chief of the
Choctaw tribe, and a member of the State
Legislature, is threeecighths of Indian
blood, He also has a creditable war record,
Major Locke, in a letter written to Dr,
Mxon, sald, speaking of Oklahombi;

“I find he I8 a close rival of Alvin York
of Tennesseo, If he did what this citation
recites, then there are due him all the
honora conferrable by the United States
Government, He has only the Croix de
Guerre of France, This man Is a full
blooded Choctaw, uneducated, and since
his return from France he has been re.
Heved of some of his land, go 1 am told,
without proper compensation therefor.”

Another of Dr. Dixon's pet heroes {a
Corporal Walter 8. Sevalia, a Chippews
Indlan, of the Seventh Englneers, Flfth Di-
visfon, upon whose breast Marshal Petaln

himself pinned the Crolx de Guerre, Sevalia
swn% the Meure, carrving a cable for a
pontoon, under heavy machine gun fire,

Later in the day he was severely wounded
while repeating the game feat in the swim-
ming of the broad and swiftly lowing Est
Canal, which parallels the Meuse near
Breuilles. He then crossed an open field
raked by enemy fire, and succeeded in re.

turning with. informatlion of critical im-
portance,

“1 had a talk with General Allen, now
commanding the American army of oceu-
pation In the Cohlenz sector,” sald Dr,
Dixon. “During the war he commanded
the Ninetieth Division, which was com-
posed chiefly of troops from Toxas and
Oklahoma. There were In that division
many Ifdians and one entire regiment—
the 358th Infantry—was wholly made up

of Indlan recrnits, General Allen told me
the 358th was ‘the pride of his division.'
In its ranks: s ginfd, there never were any
stragelers, They never went after any
thing they did not get,' he told me, ‘and
what they got they always held.’

Scarce One-fifth of
Indians of 358th Survive
“1 found the 355th at Camp Devon, after

their return from over there,” Dr. Dixon
continued. “That regiment, composed ex.
clusively of Indians, had gone out from
Oklahoma and Texas 1,440 strong., 1t eamo
back with 280 Inflians surviving. The re
mainder eleep at Chatean-Thierry, St

Mihiel, Fismes and in the Argonne F

“1 asked the personnel Adjutant of the
A58th Infantry, Captain John N. Simpson
'If it were necessary to go back to France,

and fight, would you take any Indianas
with you?*

“His Instant reply was: ‘I wounld not
take anyvhody else. They are not afraid of
hell itaelf. They had a fine sense of direc
tfon and thus they could anticipete the
direction of the ensmy. If we had had
more Indiang we would have killed more
Germang, They did not belleve in taking
| rivggers,

“Sergeant Charles Robert Ward of Com-
pany K, Third Battalion, 358th Infantry

was one of the winners of the Distinguished
Service Cross, 1 photographed him stand
Ing nt attention wearing his trench helmet,
which showed Lwo gaping bullef holes,
fore and aft, Sergeant Ward, who 18 a
dend shot, was sent out to pick off three
snipers who from thelr perches in trees
were dolng deadly executlon among our
machine gunners, While he lay flat on his
face engaged In a duel with the Poche
marksmen he got a bullet plumb through

the forward part of hig ‘tin hnt' Pasa
ing on along his prostrate form, the
sharpshootoer's missile slit Warid's hlonse
straight down the back seam  without
wounding hym, At that instunt, the In.

Continued on Kigh'y jrage



