Will China get justice at new conference?

At the ‘peace’ table
nobody offered her
so much as a crumb

CHINA: CAPTIVE OR FREE? By
Gilbert Reld. Dodd, Mead & Co.

HAT China’s entrance into the

I war resulted in her undolng—

In the further violation of her
territorial integrity and the wvirtual
closing of the so-called “open door,”
and that America, China's traditional
friend, is largely responsible for her
present plight—Iis the conclusion
reached by Gilbert Reld in his latest
work, "China: Captive or Free?"

No amount of diplomatic chicanery
on the part of the other allies could
have drawn China Into the maelstrom
that resulted in the revolution and the
disunion of the Chinese people, lead-
Ing eventually to Japan's securing the
preponderating political and commer-
cial influence in the “Flowery King-
dom,” which before had been almost
equally distributed among the other
great Powera. In fact, China had
asked America to remaln neutral in
her relations with the Far East.

Not until President Wilson ecalled
upon all nations at peace to protest
agalnst Prussian ruthlessness and, If
neceasary, to sever diplomatic rela-
tions with Germany, did trustful
China, with no more grudge against
the Central Powers than she had
against all other countrles which have
exploited her, obey the behest of
America, and thereby were unawar-
Ingly sowed the “dragon's teeth” that
muat be uprooted at the disarmament
conference In November, or from the
controversy over Far Eastern ques-
tions will spring hosts of armed men

from the world's most densely popu-
fated area.

What the coming conference may 4o
for China only time will tell. *“We sus-
pect,” says Dr. Arthur J. Brown in
“The Mastery of the Far East," '‘that
in apite of the virtuous and well meant
declarations of the various Powers re-
garding ‘the rights of weaker natlons,'
poor, helpless China will get only what
the representatives of stronger gov-
ernments deem expedient and that
Japan will have a good deal to say as
to what that shall be”

Few, If any, British or American
writers have resided so long in China
or have occupled such a unique posi-
tion as that held by Gilbert Reld as
director of the International Institute,
the object of which is to promote
friendship and harmony in the rela-
tions between China and other coun-
trles and also between adherents of
different rellglons. This has enabled
the author to secure a comprehensive
educational, rellgious and political sur-
vey of the “promised land,"” upon
which the eyes of greedy Imperialistie
nations have for years been focused,
circling closer and closer, like vultures
above thelr victim,

Besldes this volume and “Sources of
Anti-Foreign Disturbances in China,"
1893, the author also has the distine-
tion of having written slx books In
Chinese, a task which invelves an In-
timacy with the life and language of
the Mongolian race both thorough and
profound.

Throughout the book the reader may
feel the vibrant ring of truth. Al-
though during the war through Chau-
vinlstic legislation the human con-
sclence wns abolished, Dr. Retd brave-
ly adhered to his convietions. *Out of
love for China,” he writes, “I was
made to suffer not only for China but
with China, undergoing some tragic,
amusing and puerile persecutions from
the great diplomats of four legations—
British, French, Japanese and even
American—while the' United States
Constitution and the Sermon an the
Mount both slumbered and slept.”

“The contact of European clviliza-
tlon with the people of Asia, Africa

—

The poet’s place in education

HE University of Michlgan an-
i nounces that Robert Frost has
accepted a fellowship in poetry
at that institution. The founding of
this fellowship and its acceptance by
o poet of Frost's national importance
adds certaln recognition and Impetus
to & movement begun by Percy Mac-
kaye and President Hughes of Miaml,
who have been tireless In their ef-
forts to Interest universitles all over
the country. In an article In a recent
Forum Percy Mackaye writes enthu-
slastically and convincingly of the
need of such fellowships and of thelr
Ereat possibilities. He reminds one of
Lowell's assertlan that democracy is a
fallure “If it do not in some sort sat-
isfy that (nextinguishable passton of
the soul for something that lfts life
away from prose, from the common
and the vulgar, no matter what It does
for the body." And Lowell believed
that creative art i8 that something
Which wWill save our demoerncy. BSo
Percy Mackaye Is urging that the uni-
versities become instrumental in creat-
Ing as well as in teaching It. The plan
is that they should glve fellowshipa
“In art—poetry, painting, sculpture,
drama, muslc—to creative artists of
established reputation, with no aca-
demic dutles attached.” The artist Is
left free to pursue his chosen work in
his own way, untrammelled by class
work or financlal worrles. The univer-
glty in its turn would greatly henefit.
Even though the artist Is to hold no
classes his very presence on the cam-
pus and his friendship with the stu-
dents would have a certain influence
on the life of the university,

Just how great would he that in-
fluence would depend upgn the per-
sonallty of the artist—how naturally
he ean give of himself to other peaple,
Robert Frost is the neighborly kind
of genius that makes you forget you
are talking to a great man and re-
Jolee In the new friendship you have
found. He makes it easy to talk about
all manner of things. He <%nres his
personnl experfences with you, but
wWith a certaln fine reserve. And he
will gently ask you about yourself—
your work-—with such evident, real in-
terest that your heart warms within
you. As you tell him about It he wili
offer a wise comment heres and there,
but never In the spirit of glving ad-
viee., Tt Is little wonder that he |s
loved by the hill people of Vermont.

Buch a friend the boys and girls at
the University of Michigan are going
to have, He is already interested in
college students, having worked with
them at both Amherst and Bryn Mawr.
At Amherst he held a chalr In the
English department for four years and
coniducted small classes In what he
ealls “free writlng.” The boys In school
who chose voluntarily to write came
to his classes, no matter whether they
were interested (n writing poetry,
dramna, flotion or essays. At Bryn
Mawr Inst year it was arranged for
him to meet with a eclub of some
twonty girls who were writing poetry.
He attended four or five of thelr for-

mal meetings, and met them individ-
ually In consultation. This companion-
ship with young men and women who
were Interested In writing meant g
great deal to Mr. Frost, who likes to
talk about the friendships which re.
sulted. When he was asked what he
did for these ambitious young writers
he answered: “I gave them my frank
advice. T would sit down with a boy
and discuss his plece of work from
the vantage polnt of my experience.”
He never urged them to write, to make
literature their lfe work. “I told them
that the urge had to be In them—that
I could not put it In them." Perhaps
he dislllusioned a good many, for he
told them frankly what a lonely job
It 1s all the way through to be a
writer.

According to the terms of the fellow-
ship Mr. Frost 1s to have no atademic
duties at Michigan, but it Is very prob-
able that a club of young writers will
grow up about him. In a recent letter
he mentions his special Interest In the
problem of teaching English, and out-
lines the prospects of what he ealla
the studio method: *"The experienced
older painter allows Inexperienced
younger palnters to set up thelr easels
alongside of his for what they can
get out of his example, stimulation and
shop talk, So the experienced writer
might receive Inexperienced but prom-
Ising, or at any rate ambitious, writers
into companionshlp. He might. at in-
tervals, that is, and thelr galn be no
loas to him.” And it Is in order to add
these other words of the poet:

“We are sure to bn great in the
world for power and weaith. But some
one who has time will have to take
thought that we shall he remembered
5,000 years from now for more than
success In war and trade. Some one
will have to feel that it would be the
ultimate shame Iif we were to pass
like Carthage (great In war and trade)
and leave no trace In the spirit.”

DOROTHY DUNBAR.

The death of Harrlet Prescott Spof-
ford on August 15 at Amesbury breaks
one of the most cherished links w.'h
the past, Tt ls perhaps sixty yearsago
that she as a radiant young girl sud-
denly appeared in the office of the
Atlantic Monthly with the manuscript
of “The Amber Gods.” Her reputation
was made almost Immediately upon
its publleation, and to this reputation
every line that she has written since
has added, Her success as a writer,
her charming personality, won for her
the friendship of the great lterary
figures of the day, among whom
should be especlally mentioned Haw-
thorne, as he was an ardent admirer
of her work, and Whittler, whaose
home, like hers, was In Ameshury,
Mra. Bpofford contlnued her writing
with unflagging power and Increasing
wisdom up to the wery end. Last
year, In her elghty-third year, she
published a volume of short stories,
“The Elder's People” (Houghton M'[-
fiin Company). The critles who re-
viewed and pralsed It were at least a
generatlon removed from the review-
ers of sixty vears ago, who had first
acelnimed her as one of the great lit-
erary women of New England, but
they folt as keenly the magnetism of
her charm.

and the American continents,” con-
tinues Dr. Reld, “makes sad reading
for the man of justice. As td the one
country of China, with a long record
of civilization, statescraft, philosophy,
art and religion, the question arises:
'Hns China been blessed or cursed by
western clvillzation? **

The necessity for the coming dis-
armament conference grew out of the
murder in 1897 of two Catholic mis-
slonaries of German natlonality by a
Chinese mob. This led to GQermany's
lease of Kiaochow, in the province of
Shantung, for a period of ninety-nine
years, which, together with all other
righta and privileges granted to Ger-
many, was turned over by the peace
conference to Japan, Thus the “Big
Three" generously gave away some-
thing which did not belong to them
and thereby establlshed Japanese su-
premacy in China.

Buppose Britlsh battleships should
steam Into New York harbor, land
marines and selze all the German
owned property in the metropolis,
shootlng any ecitlzen of the United
States who was Insolent enough to re-
alst, would there not be a bare possai-
bility that our feelings might be some-
what nettled and that, when opportu-
nity offered, the Ameriean natlon
would proceed to repeat the Battle of
Bunker Hill, or some more extenslve
operation of a distinetly disagreeable
character? But it has not been Chinn's
customn to resort to war, unless such a
disaster Is forced upon her. Conslder-
ing our grave regponsibility it is noth-
ing more than poetic Justice that
America intends to afford China's rep-
resentatives at the disarmament con-
ference an opportunity to ‘“speak
trumpet tongued" agalnst the viola-
tions of her territorial integrity, espe-
clally agalnst “the rape of Shantung,”
the sacred provinee where China's
“Prince of Peace,” Confucius, was
horn.

“In the identicgl language of the
Versallles treaty,” writes Dr. Reid,
“what Germany had in Shantung was
certain ‘rights.’ If she had any rights
they were granted to her by China,
and by China alone. Moreover these
rights were determined by treaty of
the two governments of China and
Germany, and by the action of no
other Government. . . According
to the terms of the grant the rights
ncquired by Germany were unassign-
able and non-transferable.”

Gilbart Reid Is convinced that there
was no excuse for bringing the war
from BEurope to Asia, resultlng In ca-
Inmities to China and a decided gain
to Japan. In the words of Marquis
Dkuma: “The war afforded Japan the
one opportunity of ten thousand
years.,” Certainly Japan's nefarlous
“twenty-one demands” on China would
never have been proposed If the great
Powers had been free to act.

The outstanding hope of the disarm-
ament conference Is the commercial
rivalry that exists in China hetween
Japan and Great Britain, which
aroused the British Government to
protest agninst Group IIL of the
“twenty-one demanda” relating to
mining Interests in the Yangtsze Val-
ley. By the payment of $100,000 stl-
ver, plug $800,000, to Tuchun M.
Wing-8un, the Military Governor
of the Province of Kwangting,
who was recently ousted by Dr. Sun
Yat-8en, England has secured a stra-
tegic hold on the source of southern
China’s coal supply. As Japan's min-
eral resources are wholly Inadequate
there s a fighting chance that Johnny
Bull and the lttle almond eyed men
from the “Knigdom of the Rising Sun"
will not bhe completely harmonlous
cronles when the disarmament confor-
ence I8 on and the hig guns begin to
boom.

It I8 decidedly unfortuate that on
Account of secret treaties America was
deluded When ghe entersd the war.
“The fact that thege secret agreements
wera not disclosed to the Pekin Gov-
ernment bespeaks no real friendliness
to China," Writes Dy, Reld. “The fact
that they were not disclosed to the
Washington Government at the very
time America’s help was helng sought
by the Entento Alllss and at the time
Ameriean Argumontg werp “oluding
the Chinese besp iy nn real (rlendli-
ness to the United Staton,

“According 1o the wtatement of See-
retary Lansing, August 11, 1910, be-
fore the Senate ""lfnllﬂnpp on Fore
Relations, neither Me Arthur Balfour
mor M. Vivianl nor Vigsgynt 1shii, on
coming to the United gtates in 1017
on special misslons, configential and
far reaching, disclosed 1o ane one In
the American GOVerumesnt the ar-
rangements arrived at in Tokio dur-
ing the early part of the same year
. ‘You mny rest I'Iasum].'.-ulr'l
Great Britain's Secretary top porelen
Affalrs, ‘that President Wilgen je kept
fully Informed by the Alljeg:

Upon the results of the disarmament
conference a war slok world wnlta
with trembling hope. The solutlon
may be found only In obedlensg to the
lesson taught by all the great peanphers
of every age. In the lawt words of
the late Governor Qenefal op (oo
Earl Grey: g

“1 want you to make My voles sound
from the grave. I want to may tq (he
people there’s n real WAy out of the
mess materiallam has g0t um intg, 140
Christ's way. Mazzinl saw 1t .
muat get together, We must reallze
that all are members of onae family
Love s the way out nnd the way up:

That's my fnrewell to the worid, "
JESSE WILLIS JEFFERg,

SOUNDINGS

IN THE SEA OF INK

The magazine certainly belongs to

the book family. We can imagine
some famous history’s Vol. XIV. look-
ing royally down with the air of
Louls of the same number, upon the
current perlodicals of the lbrary
table. And the magazine; with equal
spirit, would remark, impersonally
yet lond enough to be heard by the
dogears of all the books alive enough
to have dogears:

“They'll put me on the shelf, too;
when I get old, I'll be hound!"

L] L] -

The attitude of magazine editors
toward their authors must affect,
both directly and indirectly, the en-
tire lterary product. In some cases
they help by enabling good writers
to devote themselves to work which
would not give them a living through
book royalties alone. On the other
hand, when editors urge established
authors to overwrite—as some of
them certainly do—they are enemies
of the reading public and, in the end,

of the authors themselves.
L] - -

“Stories Editors Buy and Why"
{8mall, Maynard and Company), ed-
ited by Jean Wick, has a baker's
dozen of tales from as many different
magazines, Most readers will find a
favorite or two In the list, good

enough to keep and to read more
than once. There {8 more meat here
than in most popular novels.

But anybody that llkes to meditate
on the conditions that affect Amer-
fean life will find something unus-
ual In the last fifty-five pages.

Here are the professions or confes-
sglong of some fifty men and women
who stand between the public and
thousands of writers., “American
fiction explained by the editors of the
American magazines,” reads the de-
fining label on the book's jacket. Un-
doubtedly a good deal of American
fiction needs explaining.

- - -

Some of the editors go at their
task very earnestly, explaining to the
extent of two or three pages. But
Mr. Sedgwick of the Atlantic answers
with a smile:

“It really would not serve your
purpose If T were to write you abhout
my principles of accepting stories.
They are too capricious, and would
only tend to lower the feeling of re-
spect which you are Inculeating In
your readers.”

He represents a falr proportion of
the witnessés, who declare or imply
that they accept the storles that
please them personally, trusting that
their tastes are near enough to those
of a millfon readers to elavate—the
circulation.

- - -

This is the only sound basis, If
the editor 1s fit for his joh he will
be able to give the magazine a char-
acter as well defined as his own. Buy
Ing stories he thinks might please
somebody elae will take him farther
and farther into hypoerisy, unreality.

Mr. Siddall wanta the fictlon he
buys to bring "news of human na-
ture.” But he avolds the unpleasant,
which must necessitate a rather
strict newa censorship, the sald hu-
man nature belng what It Is,

Miss Beatty makes the refreshing
remark that there Is “no sex in read-
ing,” and Mr. Vance Hkewise insista
that he does not pick out storfes he-
cause they are "weman's magazine
storfes.”” Both these editors manage
magazines aimed to appeal to women.
Thelr attitude {a characteristic of a
woman suffrage era.

L] L] L]

There ia an amazing absence from
theae letters of interest In the author
Iiimself and the relation of his own
inner life to the kind of stories he
will write. Harry Maule comes near-
est to the heart of ®# when he says,
after commending self-analysis:

“Many writers suffer from lack of
understanding of thelr own material,
Don't, Mr. Writer, try to force your-
gelf to write something yon yourself
do not like, You cannot write down
tu a fleld successfully, and you must
develop into a higher literary class
naturally, by hard work."”

That 18 good medlcine tor all of us.
Maybe even an editor could 1ift his
magazine into a higher literary class
paturally by devoting some attention
to his own Inner life.

ERNEST RENAN. By Lewis Freeman
Mott, D. Appleton & Co.

F all the great sceptics Ernest
Renan s the only one whom 1
would qualify as “charming.”

He was a charming sceptle, as Pascal
was a tragiec sceptic, Montaigne a gay
sceptic and Voltalre a militant sceptic.
Charming sceptics are rare. There are
only two now llving that I can recall
ofthand—Anatole France and Have-
lock Elis.

It was this charm, this spell of his
smiling style, the exqulsite ease with
which he drifted from dogma to heresy
and back again, the laughing dimple
in his tremendous paradoxes and the
mellow note in hia "blasphemic” aphor=
isms—it waa these things that brought
down on his head the tempest when he
published his epoch making “Life of
Jesus."

His enemies raged not so much he-
cause he denied, but because he denied
In sweetness and light, He smiled and
smiled and was not at all a villain!
There was a magic in his destruction!
His critical faculty had the sparkle of
Prospero’s wand! Anything might be
forgiven an unbeliever but
things.

As Mr. Mott points out in his booi,
Renan's nature was antithetical to sys-
tem of any kind. Each mood was valid
—and he gave vent to It, let the aphor-
isms fall where they may. He was an
apostate—but never to himself, the
one thing needful. “Do I contradict
myself? Very well, then, I contradict
myself!” he uttered Implleitly before
Walt Whitman uttered It actually,
“His rellglon,” says Mr. Mott, “wns
not a logleal system, but an experi-
ence. . ., His frankness In glving
vent to his unstable moods is one se-
crét of the charm, the vhvaclty and
actuallty of his writlnge” Renan's
maxim was, "Woe to him who does
nol contradict himself at least once
a day!"

Renan was thus throughout his Hfe
a spectator of himself. He was in his
profoundest and most stable part of
kls psychic nature merely the record-
Ing secretary of the things “recelved
through him" from an Elsewhere of
which he had no knowledge. There
were no conflicts in his life. It wns an
orderly development of his subcon-
sclous nature Into his conscious na-
ture.

The profound schelarshlip which he
displayed In the “Life of Jesus" “The
Origins of Christianity” and “The His-
tory of the People of Israecl" was only
a voluminous footnote to his genius
for letting himself go. He seems spe-
cious at times because he was so sim-
ply profound. Elmpliclty always puz-
zles and offends the doctors of philos-
ophy and ecclesiastical rigmarale,

When he sald one day nonchalantly
that God was a Becoming and was not
yet he was acoused of athelsm. But he
kad only reformulated the profound
thought of Hegel (Renan was the
spiritual brother of Hegel and Spi-
noza) that God Is an eternal Becom-
ing. It ls the most beautiful and the
profoundest thought ever uttersd
and, at lenst to me, the most religious
For In the eternal Becoming of God
all of us go aleng with Him: we bhe-

those

HOW TO CHOOSBE AND GET A BET-
TER JOB. By Edward Jonea Kilduff
Harper & Brothern

OME ten years ago a youtk em-

S ployed as a Wall Street ste-
nographer was discharged, He

obtained another job and was again
ruthlessly separated from the payroll.
Yet, at 20, he found himself first vice-
president of a big banking corpora-
tion at $20,000 a vear.
It's a distressing thing to be fired
But often there in more hope for a
man who la dlscharged than for one
wha dislikes his work and has nelther
tke knowledge nor the courage to get
a place more sulted to his abilities,
The man who loses his job will find
another—and the new situation may
be ldeal. The man who has a lob for
which he Is unfitted too frequently
hangs on hecause he doesn’t know
what else to do.
BEdward Jonea Kilduff of the New
York School of Commerce wtites
stralgkt at every man and woman who
I8 not adapted to his ar her Jobh—or
who hasn't yvet nntered the llsta for
a place on a payroll—Iin hiz hook an |
“How to Choose and Oet a Hetter Joh™
Unlike many of thiz onward and up-
ward type of printad ndvice un-
happy members of the human race,
thia book Is not ghen over to a eol-
lection, of mushy platitides and use-
leas information. It contalns sound,
practical, workahble methods for golng
ahout the businesa of selllng one's own |
services, and Is replete with concrote
suggestions for Job seekers—ranging
from the uses of newspaper clresifled
columns to lste of Eelpful hooks an
Important businesa subjects, In cloar, |
lueld language he takes the jobh hunter
over to the employer's side of the
desk and demonstrates what the em-
ployer desires.

tn

"An acquaintance of mine wanted

ations of 1880-90 or thereabouts, and

Good letters half the bétﬁe

| 8. Thae nine letters wern typewritten,
{. The |ettars secured interviews—not
the job, The polnt T wisk to make s
that If you meet the requirements
{and If you write a good letter your

come part and parcel of Him, llve
move and have our being through
Him, rise and fall In his glow and

wane, as in the Hindu legend the finite
worlds and all that they contain ful-
Rurate and ovanesce in the opening

and the closing of the eyelids of
Brahm,
At another time, at a dinner, the

talk turned to Clod, and each one pres-
ent, as recorded in “The Journal of
the Goncourt Brothers,” attempted to
give volee to his concept, Renan, after
a breathless sllence all around, an-
nounced naively that God, to him, re-
sembled an ovster with its vegetative

existence. The whole table roared with
lnughter, in which Renan himself
joined. But the laughter of Renan

was of another kind than the laughter
of the others, His deflnitlon was a
satire on the guesses of all finlte be-
ings in the presence of the Incompre-
hensible.

In early life Renan had a dogma.
It was the superstition called Science,
In 1848, the year of the great Euro-
pean politleal upset, he produced his
“The Future of Sclence.” He was then
twenty-five. Hs confesses the need of
. new feith. He glorifled sclence,
preached the “perfectibility of the spe-
cles” through knowledge, and glimpsed
Utopia In “organization,” He did not
need to live to the Apocalyptic year
of 1914 to see hiz dogma crumble in
ironic dust. He outlived It in his life-
time, although never quite denying the
panaceas of consclous intelligence and
will. Renan never lost sight of the
gordid earth for a moment. If his head
hobbinated in metaphysical vacuo, his

Renan a modern son of light and tolerance

The new biography
shows philosopher
a charming sceptic

body was firmly rooted in clay, up to
his heart,

In hia essay on Amiel's “Journal
Intime" Renan has a passage that Mr.
Mott enlarges on, one that comes
apropoes {n the America of to-day. The
great Frenchman advances the opinion
that drunkenness should not be sup-
pressed, but should be rendered kindly,
amiable and moral. This is a plea, It
would seem, for wine and beer which I
recommend to the perusal of the Con-
gressional Intelligentsia (not a contra-
diction in terms, for Congress Is not
quite all that it seems).

Mr. Mott has written his book with-
out flourish or ornament. He has en-
deavored to show that the work of
Ernest Renan and the man himself
are so closely knitted together that
the man was the work and the work
was the men. It Is an evolution more
than an estimate, The author does not
defend Renan or attempt to propagate
his ldeas. He explalns, but nowhere
urges, The book lacks sympathy.

No one Interested in the Intelleetual
history of the Puman race can side-
step Renan. He was one of the great-
est, if not the greatest, of the modern
Sons of Light and Tolerance. As &

nere “life” Mr. Mott's book Is Invalu-
able to English readers.
BENJAMIN DE CARHEREL

How

THY FEDERAL

FARM LOAN B8YS-
..M IN OPERATION, By A. C.
Wiprud of the Minnesota Bar, vice-
president of the Federal Land Bank
of St Paual. With Introduction by
W. 3. MocAdoo, former Becretary of
the Treasury. Harper & Brothers.

A cling to the old hayseed philos-

ophy regarding the agricultural in-
dustry, o philosophy which places the
Ameriean farmer in the rear Instead of
in the vanguard of progress. A gen-
eration ngo, twenty-flve years ago or
even a deende ago, the term hayseed

FIEW persons, possibly a few
thousands of persons, may still

went practically unchallenged as a
synonym for a farmer. But of late
years we city folk have discovered
how effete we renlly are and how
badly mistaken most of us have been
regarding the country gentleman who

furnished us with our eggs and butter,
milk and cheese, wheat and corn, beef

and pork. We look acrosa the Atlantio
and see that when the farmer ceases
to farm it means hellanmaria for the
rest of the populntion, Strange we

never thought of that before,

But a few persons have been think-
ing what would happen to this country
if our agricultural Industry was not

kept up to top notch, and they began
thinking nabout It long ago—as far
back ns 1732, when sixtyv-one land-

owners in Connecticut formed the first
cooperntive rural credit scheme, S8ince
then foreign countries, particularly

jermany, have evolved highly efficient
rural  credit machinery, while this
| pountry dropped out of the running,
except for the wild land offlce specu

an aselstant,” says Mr. Kilduff. “He
received approximately 300 applien-
tions from a trade journal advertisc-
ment, Then he sat at his desk with
all these applications in a plle before
him and began to read them. He did
not read every letter through. A
glance at this one skowed the appli-
cant was too old; at that one that not
enough detalls were glven, And rpo
forth. The preliminary sorting left
twenty-six possibilitles. Comparison

eliminated seventeen, There were now
only nine left and, strange to sayv,
mach of these nine ywas typewritten,
To each of these he sent a request
that they come for interviews at the

expense of the eompany. After inter-
viewing each one ke finally chose the
man he wanted,

“From this take note of the follow-
Ind fnota—facts which hold true in

"1, The lelters of only nine appli-
canta out of 300 recelved serfous at-
tentlon 2. Thesa nine weore s=olected
for Interviews on thelr letters alone

chanees are not one to 300, byt one to
about ten.”

e e—

Henry €, Rowland, author of "Mile
High' (Hnrper's), In a note to his
pubilishers, tells something about the
"qulet Island” on the coast of Malre
which heo recently purchased. “I am
situated here on an enchanted mland
geopled only by the falry folk dlscoy

ered by my lttle daughter. We lve
on tha great abundance of fish and
lobatera In the sea and fuel and pota-
tocs In the clearings and sweet well
water!” The lobsters, fish, potatoes
and sweot well water all sound nat-
ural, but eating “fuel” strikes us as

the crops are financed

our farmers were left to shift for
themselvés. This was only natural
Necessity usually precedes action. The
American farmer until a comparative-
Iy short while ago had an abundance
of cheap productive land at his dis-
posal, and there was not the great
difference between city and country
wiges and lving conditions to urge
him to abandon cultivation of the soil
and take up the easier and more re-

munerative role of wageworker in
town.
Now, almost in a twinkling, farm

land, except in certain irrigation areas,
has risen In price, labor for farm work
has become scarcer, general farm costs
kave advanced. In short, a combina-
tion of circumstances has arisen which
increases the Incentive for the farmer
to emigrate to the city, with no com-
pensating Incentive to urge new hands
to move to the country.

The Federnl Farm Loan act was
passed in 1918 to make it easler for
farmers or prospective farmers to bor-
row money to buy land and thus mit-
gate one condition, and possibly the
moat important one, which was driv-
ing farmers to the towns and con-
verting American agriculture Into a
tenure of absentee landlordism, de-
pending more and more on tenant
farmers wshifting from pillar to post.
This tenant army commanded limited
credit and ta outlook was restricted to
gaining a livelihood from year to year.

A. C. Wiprud of the Minesota Bar,
vice-president of the Federal Land
Bank of St. Paul, shows In this book

how the Federnl farm loan systern
hns begun to rostore agriculture to its
old position as a sound and attractive

prafession. Above all, he shows that
the old theory of every man for him-
gelf, which was always consldered the
foundation of ngricultural philosophy
in this ecountry, due to the isolated
condittons of rural life, was as far
wrong ns the eéarller discredited bellef

that the world was flat.

The farm loan system depends on
‘goperation among the farmers, be-
cause loans are made through the
twelve land banks only to farm loan

clations voluntarlly formed by ten
ur more farmers who agree to pool
thelr assots and assume mutual labil-
ity for the pledged- mortgnges on
which loans are granted and agalnst
which are Issued the farm loan bonds,
Inrge blocks of which have now heen
sold In less than four yenrs 3,946
farm loan nssociations were formed,
or a number In oxcess of the total
countles In the United States. To the
asaociations the farmer must confide
nll hi® business secrets and agroe.to
Hve up to ita rules before he can hdr-
row money. This he has readily done,
and at the end of last October 131,035
farmers had obtained loans nggregat-

ing $367.834,014.

W. . McAdoo, former Seorctary of
the Treasury and chalrman ex-officlo
of the Farm Loan Board, writes in the
introduction to the book that the Fed-

ernl farm loan system “Is one af the
crowning achievements of the Wilson
ndministration.” By force of clreum-
stances it was all of that and more,

The farm loan system under super-
vislon of the Government was on [ta
way, with the farmers solidly behind

being out of the ordinary,

I, before Mr, Wilson took office. It
was hound to come. The old epoch &
farming had passed. Flnance han
come up from a minor place to first
position In the Hat of farm problems
Farming the farmer, so to speak, had
soen Ite day. Some leglalators, some
bankers and wsdme middlemen still
think they ean continue to farm the
furmer for the sakoe of votos ne profits
But the farmer has recognized the
henefita of codperation, and has not
hesitated to adopt that method of get-
ting what he wanta, From now on

the farmer ls going to have his day,



