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J TRANSIT CHARGES

Places Deficit at $75,000,000With Eight Cent
Fare as Assured.

FEARS PRIVATE GRAFT

Says Purpose Is to Release
Companies From Contracts

and Mortgage Lien.

ASSAILS VALUATION PLAN

Declare Commission Would
Let in the Water on CompanySecurities.

In a statement of 6,000 words ComptrollerCharles L. Craig: elaborated
yesterday the charges ho made last
week that the readjustment plan of
the Transit Commission is a scheme
to give the transit companies an eight;
cent fare, rehabilitate the properties
and securities at the expense of the
public and foist worthless property
upon the city. The properties rehabilitated,Mr. Craig says, then would be
returned to the original owners by
mortgage foreclosure. He discounts
the utterances of the Transit Commissionas "irresponsible."
"The primary and ill concealed purposeof the Transit Commission's

plan," he said, "is to release the In-
terborough and the B. R. T. from their
contract obligations to operate the
dual subway system for forty-nine
years at a live cent fare. This is the)
first and essential step in order to
open the way for the 'service at cost,'
or 'cost plus' fare; for the companies
must be released from their present
contracts before they can charge more

than a five cent fare."

Estimates Higher Deficit.

The Comptroller substantiates his allegationof an eight cent plot after cancellationof the dual contracts, by refusingto accept the commission's annualdeficit figures of $41,000,000, less
15,000,000 through recent wage reductions,and the commission's statement
that It will effect economies to cover
the $36,000,000 deficit and make a
five cent fare sufficient.
The Comptroller adds to the commission'sdeficit estimate, $14,000,000 to

provide adequate service, $10,000,000 interestand amortization charges on proposednew securities, makes no allowancefor the $5,000,000 wage reduction,
and adds $10,000,000 more for "errors
and omissions" In the commission's
calculations.

Thus, the Comptroller arrives at a
total estimated annual deficit of $75.

>00,000.Estimating that one cent
increase In fare will produce $25,000,000
u year, he figures that the commission's
plan will compel an eight cent fare to
make up the $75,000,000.
The Comptroller declares that the determinationof the commission that the

l'are shall remain, arbitrarily, at Ave
ants for the first year of operation
at Its plan "is Intended to chloroform
the public" while the contract obligationsof the Interborough and B. R. T.

the city are being cancelled, and
I adds: "The hope held out that the
L lines can be operated at a five cent

fare under the Transit Commission's
B scheme will not be rcaliied for half
T a century. If ever."
\ He also quotes .T. L. Quackenbush,3 general counsel of the Interborough, as

saying a ten cent fare Is necessary, and
George McAneny, chairman of the
Transit Commission, as saying that he
hopes not more than seven cents will
he needed, and insinuates that they are
"Insiders'' on an eight cent fare scheme.

Sees Xo New Contracts.

/ The Comptroller states that new cantractsafter the cancella'ion of the dual
contracts would be Impassible, at which
conclusion he arrives by the following
line of reasoning:
The proposed new operating companieswould be none other than the

Interborough and B. R. T. under new
names, but these companies being "»n
default In rendering the character of
service to which the city is entitled underthe dual subway contracts," no new
contract could be entered Into, because
"the Greater New York charter piohlbltsthe city of New York from enteringinto a contract with a defaulter."
Mr. Craig then points out that under
the dual contracts the Tn .erborough and
the B. R. T. are under obligation to the
city to the extent of bonds for pt.iformnnceamounting to t-'.SOO.QOO and a
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Attempt Thwarted to Ere<
Staten Island in Plot D

Died in the

An attempt was made yesterday to

put up a flagpole bearing an emblem
and the names of M3j*or Hylan and
other Democratic candidates In ThompsonPark, In the heart of Tompkinsvllle,
Staten Island, which was given to the
city two years ago in memory of the
Staten Island soldiers who died In the
war.

Miss Nellie Leahy and Mrs. Adolph
trlotio Association of Tompkinsvllle,
stopped it. Their curiosity was excited
by two workmen digging the hole for
the flagpole and when they were told
that a Democratic banner was to be put

$35,000,000 mortgage lien on their properties,release from which would ba "almostcriminal."
The Comptroller charges that the

Transit Commission's assertion that Its
valuation plan will squeeze the water
out of securities Is "contrary to the
fact," and adds: "The water Is out
now. The Transit Commission's plan
will let It In again." In substantla'lon
he quotes the present market prices cf
transit securities, showing that the
bottom has dropped out of their values,
and declares that "a speculative value
will result from their Inflation for
which the public will have to pay."
The commission's valuations, Mr.

Craig avers, "will be fixed by the securityholders," since, "while the Legislatureattempted to give the Transit Commissionauthority to compel the city of
New York to comply with its determinations,no such attempt was made in the
case of the traction corporations."
"The effect of this," Mr. Craig explains,"la that while the valuation will

be proposed by the Transit Commission,It will be fixed by the holders of
securities well organized In groups and
committees of skillful financiers. For
the Bum thus fixed as the 'real values,'
guaranteed 5 per cent, bonds secured by
a purchase money mortgage and backed
by the city's subway Investment are to
be delivered to the holders of traction
securities.
"The purchase money mortgage provisionis a confession that no confidence

can be placed in private operation, and
that default In the obligation on the
bonds will necessitate the foreclosure of
the purchase money mortgage and the
return of the properties to their present
owners."

"Fraud on the Public.*»

Mr. Craig calls the proposed exemptionfrom taxation of the properties now

privately owned by vesting title in the
city, "a plain fraud upon the public,"
because:
"The companies are not to be deprived

of the benefits of operating the lines by
change of ownership for they are to receivea new lease or agreement for privateoperation by them for two generationsto come. The effect of it may be
illustrated a simple transaction. Any
house owner could profitably give the
title to his property to a stranger, providedthe stranger would give him a

lease to occupy for his life at a nominal
rental, with authority to will it as he
pleases upon hiH death. All of the burdensof ownership, such as the payment
of taxes and assessments and repairs,
arc thus cast upon the new owner, while
the benefits of use and occupation remainwith the tenant."

Moreover, the Transit Commission's
plan would not take transit securities
out of the realm of speculation, In that
It proposes to give the security holders
l*i per cent, out of the accumulated
surpluses in addition to the guaranteed
5 per cent Mr. Craig foresees that the
"inside Board of Control" could determinein advance whether the new bonds
wouia receive oniy ine guaianiwu u »e.'i
sent, or the Increased return, and he
fea rs they then would go Into the market
and purchase the bonds from uninformed
holders and sell "at a handsome profit"
when the prices should advance upon announcementof the increased return.
Further, they could go "short" of the
market, run up operating expenses so

that no additional return would be possible,and then purchase at substantial
declines. "A cost plus fare," Mr. Craig
concludes, "Is a device for market
manipulation unsurpassed by any other
used for plundering a confiding public."

Mr. Craig also views with alarm "a
vista for private graft upon a huge
scale." in that "there Is nothing to preventthe Insiders and the operating companiesfrom organizing equipment and
supply companies from which they shall
make all their purchases of fuel, suppilesand materials of all kinds."
The Comptroller attributes to ChairmanMcAneny a statement that the

city's debt margin is only about $10,000.000.because of which release of the
city's $240,000,000 credit tied up In subwayswould be imperative. The Comptrollerdisputes the accuracy of that
figure and declares that "tho city's debt
margin of $137,000,000 is absolutely
puncture proof."
The Comptroller closes his statement

by assailing "critics and uninformed
writers" who are "constantly asserting
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up they took a quick vote among themselvesand decided that as the purk had
never been used for political purposes
the Mayor should not be allowed to use
if for that purpose now.

x uey cciiicu up uvivjugu iiaii in

George and then City Hall, Manhattan.
"Who ordered that flag up?" they def
manded. The answers were evasive.
"Well, anyway, we're not going to stand
for It," they stated. Only sputters came
over the wire In reply. But on their
way home the women noticed the workmenhad picked up their tools, covered
the hole and had gone elsewhere. They
were found digging; busily in a city park
in St. George later. The Hylan banner
probably will f:y there to-day.

that the Board of Estimate and Apportionmentcould have cleared up the tractionsituation and that It has no constructiveplan." "This has no foundationIn fact," Mr. Craig says, and explains;
"The Legislature has stripped the

Board of Estimate and Apportionment
of any power except to consent to the
exactions of the traction compn.nl?s.
"As to a constructive plan. It Is sufilcientto say that the city of New 'fork,

after extended public discussion and
mature deliberation, has entered into
elaborate contracts with the Intcrboroughand the B. B. T. for the constiuctionand operation of municipally owned
rapid transit lines.
"The flagrant disregard of their contractand franchise obligations by the

rapid transit and surface railway companiesagd their indecent defiance of
public opinion afford no basis for new
contracts to bo made with them by the
city of New York-"

PREACHER A 4MEDDLER'
IN POLITICS, FINED $25

Criticised Judge for AcquittingLiquor Cases.
Bedford Citt, Va., Oct. 12..Holding

that preachers are dealing too much In
politics now instead of preaching the
Gospel, Judge B. C. Scott of Richmond
yesterday fined the Rev. T. E. Boorde
$25 for remarks concerning Judge V. H.
Dillard. who, It was alleged, was referredto by the minister as a "wet"
Jurist.
Judge Scott held that citizens had a

right to criticise court decisions ana
Judges that rendered them, but he said
he did not think any man should be
harangued when he is not present to
defend himself.
At a recent meeting of a church associationMr. Bocrde is alleged to have

said:
"Brave revenue officers risk their

lives right here in Bedford county only
to have evaders of the law, whom they
havo taken such efforts to catch, acquittedby a 'wet' Judge. I am speaking
of Judge D. II. Dillard and In case any
of his friends are present or hear what
I say to-day my name is T. H Boorde."

MONEY FOR GOOD ROADS
SPLITS 2 COMMITTEES

Senators Dislike House Rules
on Conferences.

"Washington. Oct. 12..A deadlock ol
the Federal Good Roads measure waf
reached to-day by Senate and House
conferees on the Townsend-Dowell bill.
Senate conferees said It threatened to

bring to a head the long dispute between
the two bodies over House rulee governingconferences which. Senators declare,deprive the Senate of power In
shaping legislation.
Tho Sencte conferees Insist on an appropriationof $75,000,000 to ontinue

State aid In road constructh n. The
House conferees are resisting a direct
appropriation and demand merely an
authorization.

Tlio House conferees. It was explained,
take the position that House rules prohibittheir agreeing to a direct appropriation.Senators Insist on Senate prerogativesto make an appropriation.

TO SETTLE U. S. SHIP SUITS.
France Names General Counsel In

Demurrage Cases.

Washington, Oct. 12..Leopold Dor
of Paris and Marseilles, a prominent
French Admiralty attorney, was to-day
appolned general counsel In France for
the United States Shipping Board EmergencyFleet Corporation.

Mr. Dor, who is at present in Washington,will sail for France Saturday
Authority has been given him to settle
a number of demurrage cases brought
by the Fleet Corporation. Mr. Dor will
have charge of suits totalling $1,000,000,
It was said at the board to-day.
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IROOSEYELT'S SISTER!
PLEADS FOR CURRAN
Mrs. Robinson Asks Support

of Women Voters for
Lockwood.

Mrs. Corinne Roosevelt Roblneon, s'sterof the late Theodore Roosevelt, yesterdayIssued a call to the women of
New Tork city to support President
Henry H. Curran and Senator Charles
C. Lockwood, Coalition candidates for
Mayor and Comptroller respectively.
"Curran and Locliwood aro the chief

candidates who Invite the Bupport of
the women at this year's election," said
Mrs. Robinson, "but they are by no

means the only ones. I hope later perhapsto refer to some of their associates
on the ticket opposed to Tammany and
what Tammany has come to mean to all
Intelligent and discerning and public
spirited New Yorkers."

Declaring that 1921 was a year of opportunityand obligation for women voters,Mrs. Robinson added:
"The New York municipal campaign

is to a great extent a woman's flght, a

battle for the things that count In the
home, for the family and for those better
and brighter things for which we are all
struggling and which we hope to see

secured for those who are to follow us.

As a New York woman, born and reared
here and deeply concerned In everythingwhich relates to the welfare of the
city and all Its people.and the poor
rather more, perhaps, than the Hen.I
feel that In this year's flght for Curran
and Lockwood and a better New York
women should do their full part.
"Among the issues of the campaign I

put the schools first, for upon them dependsnot only tho well being of the
, present generation, but the best hopo for

the succeeding one. What Is the school
situation here? There are 100,000 childrenon one-half time. Think of it.
The building of new schools, so necessaryin growing neighborhoods, has been
delayed, not abandoned. Many of the
old school buildings, especially in the
poorer neighborhoods, are dilapidated,
unsanitary and dangerous to the lives
as they are certainly to the health of
both pupils and teachers.

"Mr. Curran, candidate for Mayor, I
know and can approve very highly. He
Is a man of character, experience and
purpose, who believes in what my
brother, Theodore Roosevelt, described
a3 'the call to service'.the necessity
that every one who lives in a communityshould do something to help It and
to improve the conditions under which
others are living. He haB had long and
useful experience In public life and in
city affairs. He is a man with an untarnishedrecord in public and private life,
a good man of high Ideals and practicalexperience, a good citizen, able,
patriotic, honest and courageous. What
woman knowing all this could hesitate
to vote for him?"
Next to the schools comes the housing

problem in Importance. In the opinion
of Mrs. Robinson. Referring to the
work of tho Lockwood committee, uhe
needed:
"Senator Lockwood Is a typical and

representative New Yorker.a real
American in the broadest patriotic
sens?.and he has been un assiduo'is
and Intelligent worker in the Legislature
for every good and worthy cause which
appeals to women. He is a champion
and adviser of that splendid body of
women, the school teachers; tvs is an advocateof good laws and an adversary of
evil ones. lie will make a splendid
Comptroller and deserves a record majority."
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HYLAN TAXES CALLED ]
BLIGHT ON BUSINESS J

Mayor Has Failed All Hi*
Pledges, Says Behning.

Business men have received little returnfor the tremendously high city i
taxes they have hud to pay, asserts
Albert Behning, who lo organizing these
forces in the community for the
Coalition ticket. lie said yesterday:
"We are not willing to place again

the finances and the business of a great
cooperative enterprise like New York in
the hands of u man who asks us again
to elect him Mayor and displays the
astonishing record of not a single, soli- I
tary one of hie pledges kept and the j
business men of the city suffering underthe most excessive tax rates they
have ever known. 1

"During tho nearly four years of Mr. e

Dylan's administration there has been a
practically one unsolved murder for al- .

moat one day in every four. The loss
from burglary has amounted to hundredsof millions of dollars and com- c

h«>«i in htir^inrv insurance r

have been wound up, In spite of an advanceIn premium, which the people
have had to pay, which was heavy
enough to drive many of the people Insuredout of business. Robbery with
violence has correspondingly Increased."
The so-called "business administration"of Mayor Hylan, Mr. Behnlng declared,takes more than fl,000,000 from

the people's pockets In taxes every
twenty-four hours. This Is £100,000 more

than was taken under the previous administration.
LOCKWOOD ANNOUNCES
CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

Mrs. James Parsons in Charge
of Women's Work.

Senator Charles C. Lockwood, Republican-Coalitioncandidate for Comptroller,announced last night the compositionof his campaign organisation.
Thomas J. McGann is chairman of the
general committee, Herbert E. Muller is
secretary and John V. Dunn Is treasurer.Ernest Ilarvier Is chairman of the
men's executive committee and Mrs.
James Russell Parsons head of the 1

women's oxecutlv.5 committee.
The main headquarters are In che '

Bristol Building, Fifth avenue and For- J
ty-second street; Brooklyn headquarteis
are at 202 Patchen avenue; Bronx head- 1

quarters at St. Ann's avenue and 161st *

street, and Queens headquarters at Jamaicaavenue and Herrlman street. '

Among the activities undertaken by 1

the Lockwood committee are the organ- *
lzatlon of women voters and Democrats
opposed to the reelection of Comptroller '
Charl-js L. Craig. <

KITCHIN IS~PATIENT
IN ALBANY HOSPITAL \

i
Now Recovering From Operationfor Vertigo.

Albant, Oct. 12. . Representative
Claude Kitchin of North Carolina Is in
a hospital here recovering from an operationfor vertigo which he underwent
several days ago, it was learned to-
night.

Representative Kitchin has suffered
from dizziness for some time. About a
week ago he came here and consulted
with Dr. U. M. Dowllng, who performed
the operation, which is believed by hospitalofflicals to have been successful.
Mr. Kltchln's condition was said to be

favorable, although he probably will be
confined to the hoslptal for several
weeks.

V. 8. JUDGE HIKER RKSICKS.
Washington, Oct. 12..Federal Judge

John A. Kiner of the Cheyenne district
In Wyoming, sent his resignation to the
President to-day and will retire from the
bench after thirty-one years of service.
Judge Rlner, who is more than 70 years
old. was appointed September 22, 1890,
by President Harrison.
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FUSION PLATFORM
UP TO CANDIDATES

111 on Ticket Invited to Pass
on Declarations at a MeetingTo-day.

Candidates on the coalition ticket have
>een Invited to expres their views on the
ilatform to-day. The platform was cotnilotedin tentative form by the sublommitteeyesterday and will be passed
Ipon by the full committee and such
landidates as accept the Invitation to
ittend the meetinr this afternoon at the
durray Hill HoteL
It la hoped to have the declaration

if principles published before the end
if the week, but It looked last night as

hough there might be some serious dlferencesof opinion. In many respects
he platform of the coalition committee,
if which Joseph M. Price Is chairman,
Uffered radically from that adopted by
President Henry H. Curran, the candllatefor Mayor. The latter has said right
klong that they might change the
ihraseologry of his platform and add to
t to some extent, but after all he would
lave to stick to his principles as enuniiatedin the primary campaign.
A finance committee of fifty has been

lelected. but was not made public last
tight because acceptances had not been
ecelved from all the members. The
ack of this committee has hampered
Jio work of the campaign because so far
tot a five cent piece has come Into the
xeusury.
There also is some uncertainty about

he budget committee of three, which
ilso will be the Board of Strategy.
United States Senator William M. Caller,Charles D. HUles and Joseph M.
Price had been selected, but Henry W.
raft, chairman of the Coalition cornmit;ae,said last night there might bo some

:hanges. F. J. H. Kracke may be subitltutedfor Senator Calder, who will
lave to spend much time In Washington.
President Curran had a long confersncewith John J. Lyons, his campaign

nanager, and later they talked with Mr.
raft, Mr. Price and Richard W. Lawrencein regard to the finances of the
:ampalgn.
"Mayor Hylan talks a great deal

lbout a five cent fare," said Mr. Curran,when asked If he had any comment
.0 make on Mayor Hylan's criticism of
>is stand on the traction matter, "but
te doesn't have to hang to a strap twice
1 day, in the middle or a car packed
:o suffocation, the way the rest of us do.
"I am for a five cent fare, but I also

tm for a decent service with it. That
s Just where Mayor Hylan and I differ."
"I wonder who wrote the Mayor's

jtatcmcnt for him," added the candidate
with a chuckle.
Major and Mrs. Curran celebrated

.'heir sixteenth wedding anniversary
yesterday by dining together at home
»nd attending the theatre in the evening.
t .s
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