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AIRPLANE MAY SMASH ROUND THE WORLD RECORD
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‘ JOHN HENRY MEARS WORLDS RECORD ROUTE == === ==PQSSIBLE NEW RECORD ROUTE
From London to Bagdad in Six Days Suggests Present Mark of Thirty-five Days Set by John
Possible Lowering of Time for Journey Henry Mears in 1913 Could Be Bettered
Made Classic by Jules Verne by Using Aerial Links

-

By TORREY FORD.

A HEE world has two great passions.
One is seeing records made and the
other 18 seeing them broken. From

pig-eating contests to parachute jumping,

September 21, & days snd 14 hours after
leaving Bagdad.

The ordinary passage from Bagdad to
London has previously taken from sixteen
days to three weeks,

tributed along the way and the money paid
us a straight bribe to a pirate crew on an
engine of the Siberian railway.

Mears bettered the old record of Andre
Jaeger-Schmidt by 3 days 22 hours 37
seconds.

of their journeys was recorded in the news-
PADETS.

Charles Fitzmorris came under the wire
first in the elapsed time of 60 days 13
hours 28 minutes 4225 seconds. His
schedule ran:

the world loves anything that has a flavor The air route linking Palestine with Andre Jaeger-Schmidt, a correspondent Left Chicagn 20
of aport, Mesopotamia was surveyed and organized of the Paris Excelsior, made his record. New York . 22
It we should announce boldly in the pub- by the Royal Air Force in June of this breaking trip in 1911. He traveled 19,300 F::mn ......... 30
vear. A regular fortnightly service by miles in 39 days 19 hours 42 minutes oseow 1
lic prints that we were the champion sub- oy o, the carriage of official correspond- 27 4-6 seconds. He averaged 480 miles a day REhRIEk e
way rider of Manhattan, that we had ence was started on August 1. or twenty miles an hour. BExcept for 4 e ey e =
covered 687 and two-tenths miles between Several more links in the chain will have few minor changes his route was much Viadivostiok .....dune w
sunrise and sunset all for the same nickel, ¢ be established betore a speedy around the same as followed by Mears. Yokohan veeersduly B
the following day would see n scare or the world trip can be made via the Orient, Jaeger-Schmidt's record reads: Vietorin cevnne . duly 18
' : ) Bagdad is hardly at the back door of Yoko- Left  Parls .. . coooduly a7 \rtlved Chicugo . - -July 20
more of aspirants hot after the under- phama, but it is on the way. With Bagdad Moscow .. ..........July 20 Fitzmorris experienced most of his diffi
ground championship. There is no such only six days from London, it seems en- Omsk .. cooe e aduly 22 culty in the land of the busy consonant,
phrase in the language as letting well tirely conceivable that the rest of the trip :;“‘;"‘ . o i After using up ten days between Moscow
S ST to Yokohama can be crowded into a week. ‘,;:“':o;mul it :::; :_: and Irkutsk he took another seventeer
When Jules Verne conceived his purely SHE e e L!mt_ L5y Kcwn Wiats between Yokohamu . duly 31 days to reach the Manchurian seaport and
. Y London and Yokohama is fifteen days, Vancouver . ... _M,“.,, 12 eight more days to get hooked for an Amer
fictional venture, “Around the World in AMears, the record holder, took sixteen davs ontreat. o Aaghit 18 {can pABSAge.
Eighty Days.,” he established what he con- for that part of his journey. New York ..... .August 18 Looking over the record, the Chicage
sidered an international record. Others S0 in spite of the rampant Reds in Rus Arrived Parls ‘ SAugust 2 schoolboy seems ta be the only world tour

might vie with the figures, but the accom-
plishment of Phileas Fogg was calculated
to stand firmly throughout the ages.

But M. Verne reckoned without the con-
trivance of Man or the spirit of his sports-
manship. Merely seeing a record hung on
the wall is not enough for most persons.
Immediately it has to be broken. And by
to-day Philras Fogg's record has been
broken so many times that only a few per-
sons remember “80 days” as anything more
than an abbreviated jall sentence,

Back in 1889 Nellie Bly started the op-
position by clipping 7 days, 17 hours, 48
minutes and 468 seconds off the record of
the redoubtable Phileas. Others kept plug-
ging at the mark until 1913, when John
Henry Mears set up a new figure of 356 days,
21 hours, 356 minutes and four-ifths of a
second for his round the world excursion.

Record of 1913 Unchallenged
As War Prevented Interest
This record has stood unchallenged since
1913, World touring as a sport was aban-
doned during the conflict at arms. After
the filing of the peace treaties world tour-

sin and the defunct Siberian transporta-
tion system it doesn’t appear necessary to
call an indefinite halt in the race to beat
the old records. With the aid promised by
modern aviation in all parts of the world
it should be a comparatively simple matter
to make the thirty-five days of John Henry
Mears appear a ridiculously high figure.

Mears used the airplane only once dur-
ing his record breaking trip. He made a
fifteen mile flight in a hydroplane over
Puget Sound to Seattle from a yacht off
Vietoria, After completing his trip he
anid that he thought in order te break his
record it would he necessary to resort to
the use of an airplane from Fishguard to
London and from Dover to Moscow.

Mears, serving as a special correspondent
of Tre New York Sux, left New York July
2, 1917, at 12:46 P. M. He sailed on the
Mauretania, carrying with him a light suit-
case, a camera and a light overcoat. He
arrived back In New York on August § at
10:20 P, M,

Average of 242 Miles Hourly
For Round the World Trip

He had made the world trip of 21,066
miles in the official time of 356 days 21
hours 36 minutes and four-fifths seconds
He had travelled at an average speed of 587
miles a day, or 244 miles an hour.
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I'he trip cost $1,428, Of this amount
anly $596 was spent for railroad fare and
transportation, while $600 went in tips and
gratuities,

Comparison of the Trips

Shows Few Minor Differences
Comparing the two records, 1t may bhe
seen that Jaeger-Schmidt required only
fourteen days from Paris to Yokohama,
while Mears took fifteen days between Ber
lin and Yokohama. On the other hand, the
French correspondent caught a slower boat
across the Paciflc and used up a full week
in the trip from Vancouver to New York.
Mears came across country in four davs

These discrepancies may partly be ac
counted for by luck and partly by the vary-
ing equipment for truvel of the two men
Jaeger-Schmidt spoke three or four lan-
guages, while Mears spoke only English,
This may have accelerated the former's
speed through foreign countries, but when
Mears landed back in America he fell into
n groove that shot him toward Park Row
without any unnecessary delays,

Before Jaeger-Schmidt, Colonel Burnley
Campbell haid held the record for four
vears, In 1907 Colonel Campbell made a
complete cirenit of the globe and reduced
the time to 40 days 19 hours 30 minutes.

The first record-breaker to make use of

Ist who passed through Blagoveschensk
and had the nerve to write home about it,
Unbiased judges are of the opinion that
this should deduct at least ten days from
his record.

George Francis Train's Trip
Cut Time of Nellie Bly

No other record-breaking tours are regis-
tered until back in 1890, when (eorge
Francis Train made the trip in 67 days 12
hours 3 minutes. A few months previous
Nellie Bly had accomplished the journey in
72 days 6 hours 11 minutes 14 seconds.
She left New York on November 14, 1889,
and completed the cirenit January 26, 1890

And that takes the story hack to Phileas
Pogg, the man who started the argument
and defied the warld.

Daniel B. Bidwell is the only tourist to
¢laim the championship by the westward
route. Tn 1911 he made the trip in 47 days
22 hours, via Montreal, Vancouver, Yoko
hama, Viadivostok, Moscow, Dover and
back to New York.

Besides these followers of the demon
Speed, there are many others whose one
clalm to fame js a suecessful journey
reound the world using some freak method
of transportation, Only last winter &
Duteh painter passed through New York
painting his way around the world. He

- His itinerary follows: the Trans Siberian Rallway was Henry was two yenrs out from port and still had
ing continued to lag behind in the renais- Left.  New York . July = John Henry Mears, the record for around ‘the world ,,-,.,_d:‘ﬂ?.k o niadl ,R[“_ l._,:"_lm I‘“ 1:-51?.“211 (Nveh BT Veaia i; 'u.h'h_; :‘r? 1,,“‘,::1 his
sunce of other sports, Conditions in Rus- Reriin seaiduly ® journey, arriving in New York city after his memorable trip. 54 days T hours 20 minutes, thereby lower- stint and earn a large prize. He was
sin and the Soviet schedule of running :l".'::;:"‘" A j:::; ,'.' ing the record at that time by nearly six handicupped by certain restrictions, which
trains on the Siberian railway probably Yokohama S :J."‘ ;.. plenty of time for sightseeing and recom : journey, days required that he could pay his way only by
have had much to do with the lack of en- Vietorin . oAngust 2 tuxicah Before thie Siberian railway was in sor money gained from selling his canvases

St Paul Augnst 5 + a washout in Siberia that de ¢ Grand Central Terminal down to THE vice Charles Fitzmorris of Chieago held On July 23, 1911, a bievelist named Pank
thusiasm among the sporting globe trot Chieago . : Angust % layed his train some eighteen hours : the record (or only two vears, [le wasone ratow started on a trip around the world
Lers. \rrived New York August @ cinge call at Seattle, where the train accounting of the trip was  of the contestunts in the sehoolboy race in from Harbin, Manchurin. He finished the

Last spring three Brooklynites set out to During the entire trip Mr. Mears slept minutes for him, »astounding than the time sched- 1901, exploited by the Hearst papers. Bovs  trip on Aungust 10, 1913, having ridden
yow themselves around the world in an in a hotel only once, and that was only for cause for rush or worry. wus lesg than were started hoth East and West from the around the world in 2 years and 18 days
a two-hour snooze in If..mulun He had The most perilous pnrl‘. of his trip came i described as “Hberal® Chirago F iner office and the progress The number of professional and amateu;

open hoat, but this was not regarded as
a serious attempt to lower the time record
for the complete cirenit.

Recent reports from England Indicate

Pathetlc Pen P

1cture ()f Life m Vlenna

vagabonds who have worked their wav
around the world would probably reach an
astounding total. The amnteurs are by far
the more interesting brand of the specles

3 (s Y ' v Oare o« gr B whn
that the Siberian hazard may be elimi- ” ; senerally they are colle tudents, l_h
4 Apecial Corrvspondence To e New Yore ranover child s tak dithy In her grav « lyee - t The film = to be called are given to making hasty waEers Qitting
rated, that a hitherto scorned route may HpraLn girl- v\h?l unnatural red choe L "Viennese 1t and s intend to show  around with a group of fellows some quie!
come into favor with those who wonld take By STEFFA GAYDUSCHEK. -, h‘muv\- looking eves id's mother had comg 1o ri nge countries the glaring con NEHINE, Whan thete Sen't mich to taik
‘ 4 and the midwife ! t etween luxury and misery thnt oxists J ]
off a few more days—not to mention a few Viexxa, Oct, /30 is u paragraph which says o Fra izl a Dt |I.I oaxt-war Vienna about. ane of them hreaks out with
RE . “hi W of Y - 2 ' o W —ta, b R W r 1 aroun rarli
more hours, minutes and seconds—from HERE' black chimney pots of fac lved on sugnr The prothenade stops Fver vy stands Well guess I'l] start around the world
the almost obliterated record of Phileas tories gaze into a biack "'“"l ““‘: v Middaw's Post was run over hy condensed milk which and stare The Inidlea smile and wave thelp VMOTFOwW
" dirty muddy streets are enveloped fine Titth ol hands, Al are Inughing. ~ " 3
Foga. i a dark vell there stands a block. Children “Midday's newspapers" could not provide The streot we people, the shop windows Modern Contestants Often
A British officer of the Royal Afr Force, ;.o playing in front of it. They are jumping low, whining volee advertlsement il Vienna's most fashionable quar Stop at Hoboken, N. "
i v m n themsielves born on { ter. In the outskirts of the town, in the He tokes all wagers and resigns fron
proceeding home from Mesopotamia in the about in the mud and epjoying . . i
on the rubbish heap. awny atpeete of 1 F¥, where anly very seldom 8 sollege the next morning It he passe
ordinary course of duty, traveled from Bag- I ; I N1 distrie SR wht o Al %
3 efore the house sits an old blind man 2 district friond v whin an l ot Hell Gate on the fiv. he s good for the
dad to London in six days. He used two Among the nolsy, playing children i also his ing th mot ear drives ug shittoe etoait s otten he Gt 1o K
lays in flying from Mesopotamin to Egypt srandchild. She was two years old. this poultry, Thure to be found the real Viennese o . Seii abd Al
i ys J - o " . v v ™1 . EONRe= WO enenme 10DOKen unni al
pale faced Httle Viennese girl, when tubereu =old nt misery uwn readful distrs
aver n route which has been opened by the : . bets are off
losis took nway her mother: her futher she ALl thy men In dingy, torn v e "

Raoval Alr Foree for the carviage of ofMeinl hi | AV ot ¢ iy ds The Glant il White Sox once stagod
3 A never known n with g ¢ hanger [ I Sox on slag
mails. The rest of the journey to England Now she is older in knowledge and milser: win In Zurich' Wit ormenting thelr thin n asn around the arnstorming tour
he made hy sea and rail, but still young in vears Never in her life all thos women, with their ring that broke several re fda that had fur

Starting from Bagdad at 6 A, M, on Sep- hase any one gtroked the pale girl, combed : . hevording 0 e’ i ore faded, little pli ont of the  merly hoen regnrded as sacred. About the
tomber 15, he flew across the Syrian Desert her fair, entangled halr, or understeod how Viennese newspnne mir nd of the large city, with thelr  oyne time the witomabile industry staged
’ . 15 ' tn look into the love hungry little heart s N fleantean TN thete bie tih L i [ nabi i
to Ammam, a distance of 5156 miles, in "\',””w I'“m"tr“" b b a LA R SR i : .J.\“.T\.r..ﬁ ity 3 ...,I world race that gave the newspapers i
eight and three-quarters hours. t.]”_ the lading, wrapped In precious furs nnd rustling ulwing ) thoy enn tell of the funning story for several weel AS We
gecond day, after an early getuway, he silk, promenade and glance down with seorn  miother hrought a fiim torritle cold, of the awful durkog of the remember the !atter ovent, (it developed
reached Hellopolis by 8 o'clock, a jump of when her rags touch by chance thelr fine COMPOAY long prowls in the streets and in the toy chiefly into a snow-shovelling party througl
295 miles. From Heliopolis all speed was  (dressos » WS Fpronds mented  hearts, of hunger, of the dally  Siberia,

put on towards Aboukir, making a total F'rom 11 till 2 o'clock every day she runs * It s or I|h ettty I i o Uit ol : The avintion industry has yet to an

’ ’ et itnerstrasse™ calling " i o - Thiev can tell of the strogele for the : . :

nee for the gecond day of 440 miles up and down the “Karntners I it f th UER V W v e Aatalia & a Rt . tha (P
distand out with thin, clear voice “Midday news il b5 the it g’ of Hunbist ”‘.:m.ll @ detajls of its .\ t 1“...
Regular Air Service Used papers.”  One day she ls no longer at her well Ritgs o ere the nowest tashions. Lux Fiies Lontest But this Is the race tha
4 . ace and a dirty Umplng boy, her comrade, PALe ury I 4 sack of wet wood which father has Wil ultimately bring down the figures, let

To Carry Official Letters ! el o 4 and varied colors of the U eh _
relates:  “Yesterday, when the great storm the carriod from the Viennese forest, or a plece the daye fall where they may
The flight was arranged to make a quick raged, a gust of wind tore the newspapers : a of horso flosh’ Meanwhile there Is the chance for any
connection with the steamship Vienna, safl- out of poor little Anne's hand. As she closed them forever! * enrs and on the Bitter misery, hunger, iliness, hatred  anterprising citizen to loeate Bagdad on
ing from the Alexandria dock. Within :-rl:uxml :rh-r thnlhfnlrn]:: :ia'_lntd‘{ruu:: :r:nrtn:: sparkling I‘:.”:ll' le .-.'.“! to be found outside of tpe man and start for Yokohama. using
forty minutes of the officer’'s arrival at J|FT;.:°‘;-::»:?-" ralgl « moto r - o Yo “-‘:}-l‘-ﬂr , [ .I- .\L”,dl Skl Megopotamia as a pivot It might worl
y » poor arphaned babs & - T X ctures of misery g iXury of n dving

Aboukir he was on board the Vienna, sall- They carried her into a house but the doc e senriet rod motor: car, which fes the .. .v the film ahould be callsd’ and ft might not. At least the venturs
ing out of the harbor. He arrived In . of (He ambularce sald: “There I8 no mother and began to ory «tand two figures in uni The film company has the renteast it ro.  Would provide thrilling details for a world

London nt § o'¢lock on the evening of mare help for her!™ turns the quirex ready to hand! that naver tives of holding the stop-watoh



