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FOUR POWERS FAIL TO BACK BRITISH STAND|

BIG POWERS TAKE UP
SUBMARINE QUESTION

Contmued from First Page.

bombardment or the disembarkation of
a mlilitary force,

It was necessary to ask, thereforo,
how such attacks were condocted In |
modern warfare, The reply was that |
they were conducted by jwwerfully |
armed swift moving vessels fally |
equipped to resist submarine attack |
to escort and protect the convoys of
military transports. ‘There was
branch of naval research which
more closely coguged tbe attentiorn
experts than the counter-offensive
agsinst the submarine.

He was glving away no secrets when
he stated that the pethods of detecting,
of location, as well as of destruction
of submarines had progressed so much
further than the offensive power of the |
submarines themselves that the latter
had now already a reduced value against |
modern surface warships This, how-
ever, was bringing him into somewbhal |
technleal subjects,

During the late war Germany had |
concentrated her efforts on the use of
the U-boat and had bullt up the most
formidnble submarine et that the
world had ever seen up to the present
time. He belleved that Germany had
employed no less than 376 U-bouts of
270,000 tons in the asgregute. Of
these no less than 203 had been sunk.

Work Done by U-Boats.
Whitt hud there Us-boats accomnplished

tn legitimate naval warfare? It was
almost Insignificant. In the early part
of the war u few obsolescent ships,

which somstimes wore not taking prop

or precavtions, had been sunk, but the |
British grand fleot throughout the war |
had not been affectsd. Not one single |
fhip ha? been sunk or hit by the ac-
tion of submarines, whether at sea or in
harbor. Our lieht crulsers had swept
throngh al!l parts of the North Sea,
and, wherever that sea had been clear
of mine finlds, bad sgone where they
wished, undeterred by the submarine

Submarines had not  provented the
passars of troong across the sea. No
less than 15,000,000 Britlsh troo had

orpgeed and recrossed the Bnelizsh Chan-
pa' dneing the wap, and vol one mian
had been lost from the action of =ub-
marines excent an hoard hosnltal ships,
which in the twentfeth centvry it had
been deemed wonld ba Immne from Lhe
attacks of submarines and thersfors had |
not been escorted. Durine the later|
mantha of the war same 2,000 000 Taited
Etatea troops had heen brovweht acrogs
the Atlantic, and the submarine had
proved equally powerless in thelr casc
In fact, the U-bont, whether considerdd
as an offensive or a defensive weanpon
against any sort of oreanized naval
foree, had proved almost contemptible,
It had been maintained that sub-
marines were usefud for the deferse of
coast linea and communications with
colontes. He gathered from the proes
that thin was one of the arguments used,
and so it would have to be examined

| to ahandon submarines. The late war

| did mot possess cormmand of the Bea

If the argument was sound apd If sub-
marinea were cssentia] for this purposo
there wos no country which would need
thein so much us the Britsh Empire,
which possessed a coast line which, witl-
out wishing to hoast, he belleve@ Wus
wimest os large as that of all ths five
Powers present at this conference put
together, und the length of which was
four times the clroumference of tho
and which, in addition, had the
longest (rade routes of aoy country W

prutect.

Submarines Found Ineffective.

1t was partly because our experience
hud shown that they wero not effective |
for this purpose that we were rcml.v|

had made it wbundantly clear that the
greatest perll to maritime communiea-
tlons was the submarine, and that peril
wins specially great to a country which

on the surface, Hence, it was to the
interest of any such Power to get rid of
this terrible menace. And In this con=-
nection It mugt be remembered that the
siibmarine wags of no value as 4 defense
to he used against submarines. It was
agalnst merchant ships alone that they
achleved real success,

It would be as well to recall what the
German submarine fleet had accom-
plished sgainst mercantile marines, No
lesa than 12,000,000 tons of shivping had
been sunk, of u value of $1,100,000,000,
apart from thelr cargoes Over 20,000 non-
combntants, men, women and children,
had heen drowned. It was true that this
action had been undertaken in violation
of all laws, both human and diviee

The German excuse for it had been Its
effectiveness. They had used the same
argument as in the case of poison gas,
which had set a precedent which ap-
poared 1ikely to endure for all time now
that nations had been driven to resort
to . The menace of the submarine
sonld anly be got rid of by its total ban-
jshment from the sen, That was the in-
tention of tha Treaty of Versallles, which |
had forbidden Germany to construct
submarimes, whether for milltary
merciantile purposes,

Were wa to assume, Lord Lee con-
tinued, that Germany was always to be
bad and the other Powers were always
to be good? Was thers to ba one rule
for Germany and another rule for the
rest of the world? In saying this he
was not casting any reflection on any
nation, and least of all on the officers
and men of the submarine fleets. These
men were the pick of thelr sgervices—
gallant and high minded men—but they
were obliged to obey orders and ex-
perience had shown that occaslonally
governments could go mad.

Can See Abolition Only.
The wlew of the British Empire dele-

or

rapidly be expanded in time of war
Submurines could only be bulit if the
Industry were koept allve, and a persci-
nel could enly be provided If a trainwd
nucloud eximed, Hence |t wus only by
meals of abolition that thls menace to
the mercantile marine of the world
could be got rid of,

He had sald earlier In hia remarks
that the Britlsh Empire delegation was
animated by no selfigh motives, At the
same thme It would be foollsh not to
recognise that Great Brituln wuas the
nation most exposed to the mensce of
submarines. As Jong ag submarine war-
fure coptinued It would be thoe greatest
menuce to the food suppliea on which
our country was depending. The BHrit-
il peopla lved (n & crowded lslund
whose soll produced only two-fifths of
ita supply of food.

For the remaining three-fifths they
sought relbef upon sea communicitions,

On an average only seven weeks'
atocks were malntained In the country
By far the grestest anxiety which the

Piritish Qovernment had felt during the
wiar Was to prévent the reserves of
fooul falling to zero. Was it surprising
therefore if with a danger in front of
thom as great as any to which M.
Briand had so elogquently explained
France was subject the Britlsh people
protested agalnst a weapon which wae
the negation of humanity and clviliza-
tion itmelf?

There are some people who sald it
was this vulnerability of Great Britain
which justified the retention of the sub-
marine, since It was by these means
wlome that the British Emplre could be
stricken down. The late war had
shown, howewer, that the British Em-
pire was not easily stricken down, and
it war should ever come again he Imag-
ingd that means would be found for our
country to save [tself from starvation,
But it might be clalmed if the U-boat
had begun its operations earller or had
had better luck the result might have
been different.

Points Out Americn’s Danger,

To this he would reply that the Brit-
ish Navy had constituted almost the key-
stone of the allled arch. But for the
British Navy France would have been
ruined, Belglum would have been over-
ritp and even thes United States of Amer-
fea, self-contained, seif-supporting, with
vaat resources, woull have been ime
potent to intervens and might have had
to abandon its army and all that it had
in France or else make & humiliating
penne,

That would not have been a disaster
to Great Britain alone. That was why
he rosented the idea, which had been

published in a part of the press, that the
sbalition of submarines was merely a
selfish und unworthy design. It had
been suggested that the conditions of the
Iate wrre might never recur. Could
France be sure of this? Cpuld France
run the risk of a disaster to her near
nelghbor und only certain ally If the
situation of 1914 were ever reproduced?

It was necessary to take long views
In this matter, and the Hritlsh Empire
delegation belleved that they were fight-
ing the battle not only of the allied
and associated Powers, but of the whole
civilized world, In advocating Lthe abell-
tion of the submurine,

He felt sure that some one would
ask: How can we feal sure that if we
abollsh submarines other Powers who
are not represented will nol proceed
with the bullding of submaorines? The
sume quegtion might be asked aw to
other classes of craft mentioned In the
American schemo. He found It lmpos-
=ible to belleve that other Powers would
set themselves agalnst the opinlon of
the rest of the clvilized world regard-
ing this partoulpr weapon. 1L how-
ever, the grent naval Powers should at
some future date find themselves ex-
posed to piracy by the action of some
emaller Power, surely they would find
thet means of bringing Nemesls to the
transgressor, World opinion was a very
powerful weapon and certainly some
means would be found by which the
great naval Powers could nrftect them-~
selves If mecessary.

Cheapness Plea Belitiled.

It wops sald that submarines weres a
cheap method of warfare. Burely this
conferchce did not desire to make war
cheap? When war hag been choap it
tind been aimost continyeus., He hoped
the wurmarine would not be defended
hecause it would be n weapon within the
reach of all. 1t might perhupa be che
“or the aggressor, but it was not so f
the victim. The average number of Ger-
man submarines at sea simultaneously
during the late war had not been more
than nine or ten, but Great Britain had
ie malntaln an average of no less than
S5.000 anti-submurine surface craft in
vrder to deal with these.

1t eould be seen, therefore, that it was
a very expensive form of war for the
defender. The British delegation was
anxious to contribute toward the ideals
of the present conference. They deslred
not onuly a limitation of armaments but
ago & limitation of expenditures, which
constituted so great a burden In time of
pepce.  That was why Great Britain,
which had the traditlon of possessing the
greatest nevy, had welcomed the pro-

vhould we gain, however, if this oom-

etition wers merely trunsferred to sub-
marines?  Certainly not much, snd
meanwhile the submarine d our
very life and existence. But (f the sub-
marine wore abolished we could accept,
with modifcations in detail, practically
the whole of the Amerfean proposals in
regard to the lightening theso pro-
posals,

Gas nud Bombs Not Paraliels,

Lord Lee sald he was not impressed
with the argument that because It was
found Impossible to deal effectively with
polson gus or alr bombs, which were hy-
pruducts of essential industiries, we could
not deal with the submarine. The sub-
marine wis not a by-product of any In-
dustry, but was essentially an offensive
weapon.,

He therefore said that It could be,
and therefore ought to be, abolished. It

us 0 weapon of murder tnd piracy and
the drowning of non-combatants. It had
been used to sipk passenger ships, cargo
ships and even hospital ships. Techni-
cally the submarine was so conatructed
that it could not be utilised to rescue
even women and children from sinking
ships,

That was why he hoped that the con-
ference would not give it & new lease of
ife.
l He had endeavored to state frankly
that the submarine was only to &
limited estent a -veapon of defense, and
that for offense it was really waluable
only when used agalnst merchant ships,
and that it constituted the greatest peril
to which the mercantile marine of the
world waus exposed, For defense he did
not say it was useless, but merely  inef-
ficlent, and that the disadvaptages ex-
eead the advantages except for war om
the mercantile marine,

vessel for which the conference was
asked to give—he would not say a -
cense, but permission to thrive and mul-
tiply. Tt would be a great disappaint-
ment if the British Wmpire delegation
falled to persunde the conference to get
rid of this weapon, which involved so
mueh evil to peoples who live on or by
the wea.

Britain Leads in Subs, He Says.

Government in this matter Lord

pointed out that Great Britain possessed
the Jargest and probably most effective
submarine navy in the world, composed
of 100 vessels of £0,000 tons. She was
prepared to gerap the whole of this great
fleet and to disband the personnel, pro-

possl for curbing capital ships. What

Continued on Following Page.
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gation thersfore waa that the only|

proper course was the abolition of sub- |
marines.
ficient.

that a submarine

Thelr limitation wasmot suf-|
Fits obijection to limitation was
flect could so very
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We Will Place On Sale
Today In Both Stores

Nearly ||
Half Price!

300
ULSTERS
Should have been #70

If they hadn’t come from our
tailor shops five weeks late

eA Clearance
cAt the One “Price of

46

These Coats are luxuries more than
necessities—rich imported fabrics of
high-shade Heathers and close-cropped J
Chinchillas—cut not only liberally but |

shoulders—they cost us more than $46!

'II

West 42nd Street

Stern Brothers

(Between 5th and 6th Avenues)

* pelts.

$125.00

Natural Muskrat

inches long,

$135.00

Natural Stone Marten
Natural Mink =« =
Dyed Fox -

Russian Pony Coats

Several smart models, 36 and 40 inch
lengths, with self, Nutria or
Opossum collars,

Selected skins of dark coloring, 36 1

Gifts for Women and Misses :

| FUR COATS and SCARFS

Emphasizing the smartest modes of the season, in the most fashionable
Featured especially for Friday and Saturday:

Hudson Seal Coats
86-inch rippled back (dyed muskrat)

belted mo

Coats

1 collar, cuf

- $29.50'
- =2950 |

- 2750 | Blue Dyed

Skunlk

| $265.00

Hudson Seal Coats

Full length, loose back (dyed muskrat)
models, with large natural Skunk

$695.00

Fashionable Fur Scarfs

Natural Skunk  «
Hudson Bay Sable

West 43rd Street

dels, with large natural
collars and cuffs,

fs and four row border,

$47.50
- 55.00
95.00

Fox - - =

The submarine was the only class of |

To show the earnestness of the British

The McCreery
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FIFTH AVENUE MEN’S SHOP

Splendid

for His Christmas!
OVERCOAT

At a Special Low Price -

9.50

Overcoats make very appropriate Christmas

presents for the men in your family.

For that

reason we have taken 250 of our $45 and $55
overcoats and marked them at this low price as
a special offering. The fabrics are All Wool—
the tailoring perfect in every way—the models
are the most in demand this season—and they

may be had in all sizes from 34 to 44. Je

Other Christmas Suggestions -
For Men and Young Men

Men’s Suits

Four-piece Golf Suits

Evening Clothes
Evening Vests
Rain Coats

$29.50 up

$45.00 up

$50.00 and $70.00
$5.00 fo $10.50
$8.75 fo $25.00

W e

e been 570 | |

lans and straight

6th AVENUE

BROADWAY at 39th STREET

|

at 31st STREET

e ———

West 42nd Street

[ Stern

{(Between 5th and 6th Avenues)

A Notable Sale for Friday and Saturday:
300 Women’s High Grade

SEPARATE WOOL SKIRTS

Plaids, Stripes and Novelty effects.

$10.50

Regularly up to $25.00

Brothers

West 42nd Street || II

Box pleated, side pleated or plain styles with unusual types of sports
pockets, developed in a varied selection of the season’s finest wool
fabries, and giving prominence to such desirable color combinations as

BLACK and WHITE, NAVY and WHITE, NAVY and TAN,

\ and many other desirable color effects.

|

As a Mississipp
visited the Crescent City. He speaks
htful dinners in Creole restaurants, o
and all the lure of the Southland. The lin
New Orleans, its beauty and gaiety, its
its world-renowned Mardi Gras and its picturesque river trips,
continue to enchant the visitor. By all means, stop over
an incident of your trip via the Sunset Route.

New Orleans
San Antonio

other modern travel comforta,
Daily Through Tourist Sleepi
San Francisco

Arizona, for

Pty
gt f,.

Steamboat Days
in NewOrleans

'l'HBmmmceoftheoldLﬁssissi
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ppi
over New Orleans. Quaint,
and thrilling river rwu,m
making a picture that
delig::tful da

i pilot, Sam
with

Take the

unset

River steamboat days
tall funnelled side wheel-
quely designed, recalling the he
palaces

uel CEnanl.. famous humorist, often

ing charm of Prench
Emom cafes and shops,

SUNSET LIMITED
A mild, sunny route all the way, with Observation Car, Through Dining Carand
ng Car Service betwebn Washington, D. C. and

~wee! sleeping Car Service between New Orleansand Los Angeles viaGlobe;
fioe u’m'tﬁp to ROOSEVELT DAM on the APACHE TRAIL.

day of nine-boiler
nose their way up
the traveler back in

i interest of
f fruits and flowers,

Los Angeles
San Francisco

Rou

mile a scene worth while

*California
Every h

Por information an

SQUTHERN PACIFIC LINES

d illustrated literature, address

A. J. Post’ u, General Agent, Passenger Dept.,

Room 2015, 10* Rroadway,

New York City, Telephone Cort. 4800,

1 }
James McCreery & Co.

Second Floor—Use the Special Fifth Avenue En_tran_ee . 1r
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