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the balance and point the ship into the
Aose dive,
Army officers also emphasized tiiat

tie rudder had given way and that the
ilire did not occur until the ship struck
the electric wires. Their view w-.s suinmarizedin the following five points:

First.That the left rudder of the
Roma gave way when she was hss
than half a mile from where she wnt
down near'the army base fire station.
Second.That there was 110 flro on

the ship until after the tilt began as

i a result of the right hand side of the

j rudder going into an almost vertical
J position.
; Third.That lite craft became unmanageableas she swooped over tho
! base reservation, narrowly missing a
; 150 foot smokestack of tlie central

J heating plant.
Fourth That the immediate cau«e

j of the explosion with such force as

| to wreck the entire craft .and set her j
on fire was contact w itii a net of

j 1.200 volt high power electric wires
le s than one hundred feet from

; where the Roma crashed into a pile
' of debris.
' Fifth.That the Liberty motors.
which were being tested, were not re-

sponsible for the disaster unless
I something more tangible should be

j learned.
Just bow long the official investigationwill require was not indicated tonight,although every effort was made to

fompiete it as quickly as is consistent
51 itii a thorough probe of the entire sit\
nation. The board of investigation congistsof Major D. Johnson, chairman;
Major J. H. Jouett and Major J. MeKurneyof Langley Field. They have interviewedall the survivors of the aeci$rntan*l are questioning eyewitnesses
And technical experts as well as others.
> Gen. Patrick 'eft to-night for Wash-
tyigton. Col. A. E. Fisher, commandant
t>( the army air station at Langley
Field, assisted Major-G?n. Patrick in
the investigation which was carried on

yesterday afternoon and to-day at the
army base and at Langley Fied.
I
;> V..» Imnnrliinl.

"

i The actual cause of the five is not regardedas of supreme importance, for.
According to Col. Fisher tin wrecked
dirigible would have burned even if it
had not come in contact with the wires.
!Wh» n tlie nose of tnc airship crashed
Against the ground the big gasoline
t burst and the inflammable liquid
fctroa m <1 over tlie wreckage, feeding the
(1 irric- that had started when the canv.bag of the craft struck against the
eivtiic wives.
, "If there had been no blaze before
the Konta crashed to the ground," Col.
K,slier declared. "the men trapped ur.dei

|be steel and canvas, of the ship's rig11iig doubtless would have been burned
|n death anyway, for the gast line that

Joured out of the tanks over the wreekC'-would have ignited from the engines."
The disaster has In no way affected

^he morale of »hc men of Ills station,
Col. Fisher said. j
"Of course," he explained, "this awful

fffair has oast a pall of gloom over the
4ntlre station, but the army flyers regardIt merely as a part of the dav's
work, so to spek. It was one of the happeningsthat men who go up in the air
pmst take a chance on."
.; Complete suspension of business on

ihrt Virginia peninsula during the quarterhour at noon Friday has been arJangedas a tribute to the men who met
4cath in the destruction of the airship,
j Although defliitc arrangements have
ot been completed, city officials of
Vewport News and Hampton have been
informed by officers at Langley Field
*,hat tlie funeral services will be held at
Vewport News in the undertaking establishmentto which the thirty-four bodies
tjvere brought. There will he no effor*
ilo follow strict military custom. The
itervlce "ill be brief and read from the
ilrmy and navy manual by the post
ijhaplain at l^anpley Field. The city
kovernmanta of Newport News. Norfolk.
jlampton and Phoebus will be repre-
Y*nted. and color guards will be furnishedby the several American Legion
posts near the flying station.
On the cover of each coffin as It leaves

tjie undertaking establishment will he
Ibid floral tributes from the city of New-
port News and from posts of the legion,
as well as from each of several clvl;
j(nd commercial organizations of the
Itcnlnsula. I ]

AIR RIDE WHIM SEIZED j
PERSHING BEFORE CRASH J
Tells Students of Odd ExperienceDay Roma Fell.

ph.'t.adki.phta, Feb. 22..Oen. Persh-1
trig, at an Informat reception at the
Cnlverslty of Pennsylvania to day, ex-1,
pressed regret at the Itoma disaster
and was quoted as saying that It was

"nly yesterday that he was seized with
a whim to ride In a dirigible.!

It Is a singular thing, the General Is
ti loteil as saying, thnt while sitting In !

1 i* office at Washington yesterday he
."aw a giant airship circling above and
j \«« seized with a desire to ride in the

raft. Ho had never ridden in an air1hhlp, he said, and as he saw the dirlg-
lb|e lie determined to take a trip as soon :
as possible.

It whs fortunate perhaps that thl«
whim did not seize him sooner, he declared.
HELIUM GAS URGED

IN PLEA FOR AIRSHIPS

Aeronautical Chamber ol
Commerce Argues for Them.
i The development of lighter than air
4raft In (l>la country and tha UN of
iollum Inatrad of hydrogen gaa arc

Recommended by the Aeronautical
Chamber of Commerce of America to

prevent future dlaaatera like that of the
|toma In a statement tawed yesterday.
' "The loaa of tha Roma should not be
iegarded aa a reflection on the operItlrcacpersonnel or the judgment of the
far J>epfirtment In having purchased
from Italy," the statement says. "It
as the obvious thing to do because we

tcve not developed lighter thin air craft
thl« country to the est»nt that other

governments have developed with
public funds.
I "The aoeldcnt should be regar'ed the

^ dame aa an accident in a laboratory.
The potentiality of the airship la ao

glared that It la bound to be developed,
t>eig>lte an accident or a serlea of accidents,It Is so Important and It*
dromlse Is so farreaehlng In transportationand national defense that :t mu«t
Continue.
! "We do not abandon our laboratories,
g Iner, mllwaya or stearnsl lp» when to

lidentbefalls them. Tlx accident to the
Roma nia/ Indicate our future course of
arwcediire. There are new <vet»i importantairship projects In the I'nltid

, .flutes. They ore developed With all
possible < are. We ars advise.I to-day
tjhat they will not be abandon' I. In
future helium, the non-e*pio*l\
will no doubt be used Instead of the
dangerous hydrogen. Oor airships will
be built In this country and our personnelorganised and trained In their
construction from the drafting board to
the navigation of tha finished product.'

TO TAKE
STOPPING OF MOTORS'
GALLED A MISTAKE

Some Officers Believe Capt.
Mabry Misjudged Ship's

Speed Down.

SOUGHT FIELD LANDING

Argument Is Made That
Roma Should HaveDescendedon Water.

HELIUM ORDER REVOKED?

Reported Army Craft Was to
Get Coveted Gas in Navy

Blimp C-7.

>rcial Dispatch to Tub Kiw Yoik Keiui.I)
Xorfolk, >Va., Feb. 22..Failuro to!

deflate the Roma's bags of hydrogen
gas and refill them with helium mixed
with hydrogen and the haste to establisha speed record for the big dlrig-!
ible are blamed by army and navy
aviators for the destruction of the big
aircraft and the loss of thirty-four
lives. Two more deaths may bo added
to the list.
Master Sergeant Harry A. Chapman'

of St. Joseph, Mo., and Charles W.
Dworack of Dayton, Ohio, are hoveringbetween life and death. In additionto being terribly burned, those
two victims of the Roma inhided
flames.
While the heroic work of Cant. Pali'

Mabry, who was burned to death at hi*
post 011 the Roma, was praised in ail
circles to-day there were some who said
the brave commanding officer of the
nouiii pruiiciuiy iinoi iu iinun ivi >m«j

increased momentum of the ship's
descent after her rudder broke. His
order to stop the motors also is regardedas a mistake. Had the motors
been working: when the ship was directlyover the army base and about
400 feet in tne air the blimp probably
would have fallen into the waters of
Hampton Roads Instead of across a networkof electric wires, which set fire to
her bag and caused it to explode. ^

Tried to Land In Field.

After the Roma's engines were shut
off her nose pointed toward the earth.
Iter rudder was helpless and her elevationlever failed to work. Capt. Mabry,
according to aviation experts, was trying
to land the Roma on the open Held
near the army base. The ship barely
missed striking one of the big piers
overlooking Hampton Roads. She mlssexl
a smoke stack by inches and then she
fell across the electric wlre,s and burst1
Into flames.
"Wc were running amuck In the air."

Is the way one of the survivors expressed
the condition of the Roma after her en-

Ifincs were stopped and the rudder re-

fused to work. Fearing a reprimand
from his superior officers this survivor
isked that his name not be used.
"There was nothlnc that could be

Sone with the ship. She could not be
guided one way or the other. She was

like a ship at sea without a rudder, only
her positon wus more serious.
"When we missed a big smokestack

just before we struck the ground every
man on board breathed a sigh of relief.
1 heard them say 'Thank Clod for that,'
ind I said so myself. The ship was th vi

leaded for the earth. We were all
middled in a corner. We could not
stand erect with our ship pointed toward
;arth nose first, at a sharp angle.
"Two hundred feet in the air men on

the ship were gasping for breath. They
10Id on with a grip that a drowning man
must have when he is battling for life.
"We felt as If we were going to an

unknown fate at A terrific rate. The
wind beat into our faces and we
breathed with difficulty.
"Lieut. Burt was still working at the

ilevatlon fever all the way down on
that awful drop. I can hear him now
houting to Capt, Marby, '.She won't respond,Captain.' Then the Captain
ihouted, 'Cut off your motors,' and thev
sere stopped one at a time."

Sergeant Henrdon's Story.
Sergeant John D. Beardon, who was

loined by his wife to-day, said the ship
burst Into flames so quickly he did not
^ allre she wns on Are until men fell ail
jbout him with their clothing on fire.

"I was at my post near my engine.'
lie said, "when the order was given to
hut off the motors. I heard a shout
ihrough the ship that the rudder was not
working and then Lieut. Burt's terrlbl*
warning that the elevation lever would
not work. 1 did not know tww fast we

were going, hut It did not apP^ar to me
that It was more than a minute after
Lieut. Burt declared he could not get
the ship to respond to his efforts to make
her rlimb before there was an awful
bump. I fell over on my back.

"Fire poured In all around me. It
seemed like we were In hell. I waited
for the flames to burn a hole In the thin
fabric that shields the main bag. I wns
fearful the bag would explode. When
nr. opening was made big enough for
m< to poke my head through I Jumped.
My clothing w as on Are and my hands
wrr* bnrn^fl, tnit I wai alive/'

-i < .nt Reardon said aa soon as the
iia exploded the air Itself appeared to
t' on flre. The flames poured over the
men like so murh water. Their entire
Mxly rnojrht flre nt the same time.

r«|.t C. I> Whltehurst, army en-
K i eer. who witnessed the disaster from

Arid tt the nrmv hnse, said he saw
» men fighting for their lives while

th. .raft sn -<>0 feet in the air.
Tii f night frantically to stay In the

si when they saw the ship was dropptntrno e first towards the earth," he
Id "1 saw them aet up. fall, and

K-t np ugi.ln The ship wan roeklna.
she look«d like aha might turn over.
The men threw things over the side,
first holiest went, then storage hatItriro. hogs and Instrumenta. When the
p.,ana was flf'y fret from enrth I saw
two men Jump, then two more, and
then more and more.

Tom >emr I.round foe Poraehutea.
Some of them leaped with parasites.but they were toe near the

u round. The parachute* didn't open
The bodies were hurled on n pile of Ply
on with terrlfle force | believe most

of them were dead as soon aa their
»tidies strut k the Iron Then the ship
fell on them and exploded.
"Almost aa soon as the Romn atruek

a man rushed out of the ship, hte
r-iethint en flre I grabbed htm and
pushs.1 htm tnte a dlteh. The flre was
th' hottest I hsv^errr seen er felt"
I-nngley Pletd «flc#t* are preparing
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WASHINGTON, Feb. 22..The ti

dead, injure! and survivors of the Ri
follows:
THORN'ELL, MAJOR JOHN G.. Sidney,lovva.
VAUTSMEIER. .MAJOR WALTER

\V., 57 American street, Freeport, 111.
MARRY, CART. DALE, 207 Card)

street, Tumpa, Fla.
WATTS. CART. GEORGE D., Indianola,Miss.
McFARLAND, CART. ALLEN R., 520

North Meridian street, Indianapolis.
DURSCHMIDT. CART. FREDERICK

J.. 100 Main street, Derby, Conn.
HALL, FIRST LIEUT. JOHN R.

Klngavillc. Mo.
liniNS, FIRST LIEUT. WALLACE

C., Brandon, Miss.
RILEY. FIRST LIEUT. WILLIAM E.

520 East Eighty-sixth street. New York.
SMYTHE. FIRST LIEUT. CLIFFORD.

5623 Winthrop avenue. Chicago.
CUM MINGS, FIRST LIEUT. WALLACEC., Springfield, Tenn. Address ot

wife, 400 South Ivy street, Monrovia,
Cai.
CLINTON. FIRST LIEUT. AMBROSE

V.. 301 East Charlton street. Savannah,
Ga.
MINE, FIRST LIEUT. HAROLD K.,

551 West avenue, Bridgeport, Conn.
HEVRON, CORPORAL 1RBEY B.

1614 South M street, Klwood, Ind.
THOMRSON, RRIVATE JOHN E.

Bentonavllle, .V C.
HILL, PRIVATE MARION*, Newton.

111.
KINKSTON, PRIVATE GUS, Mil

Went Kentucky street, Louisville. Ky.
McNALLV, MASTER SERGEANT

ROGER P., 1815 Stiles street, Philadelphia.
MURRAY. MASTER SERGEANT

JAMES. 709 G me street. New York.
RYAN. SERG EANT WILLIAM J., ISO

Conover street. JJ mklyn.
HPHt'-MAKER, STAKE SERGEANT

EDWARD M., Red Hank, N. J.
HOLMES. STAFF SERGEANT

JAMES M., 2ID Twenty-first street, AsliIninl.Ky.

a report to be sent to Washington explaininghow the Rotna was equipped
for her trip. They will explain why
hydrogen gnu was used for what was

Intended to be a speed voyage. It had
been planned to fill the Roma's bag
with helium. If enough could be obtained.or to mix th« noninflainmable
gas with hydrogen gas. For some reasontills plan was abandoned.
Army officers say the only helium In

America, or in any other country so

far as they know, is In the bag of C-7,
a navy blimp which recently made a

successful flight from Norfolk to Washingtonand lias l'lown several times over

Hampton Roads. Orders to deflate the
C-7, can the helium anil ship it to

Langloy Field for use in the Roma's
bag were Issued some time ngo, but apparentlywere countermanded, or their
execution delayed. The C"-7 Is still In
1 uni (I.,, naval hnae with her

bag filled* with helium.

M'NALLY'S PATRIOTISM
DESCRIBED BY BROTHER

Walked 400 Miles to Enlist
During War.

ATt antic Citt. Feb. 22..Master SergeantRoger C. MeNally, one of those
Hilled In the airship accident, was a

brother of Staff Sergeant John T. MeNally,attached to the Air Weft-Ice at
Mitchel Field. John MeNally was In
Atlantic City when he heard of the disaster.He left this morning for HamptonRoads. Roger MeNally leaves a

widow and two children in Philadelphia.
His mother lives In Wa^lngton.
"My brother was one of the first men

sent to Italy after the Roma *as purchasedand remained there for a year."
John MeNally said. "He returned to
the United States when the -Roma was
shipped and had been a member of her
crew since.
"When America entered the world war

Roger was attached to the department
of the Interior and was serving as a

sdhool teacher In the sparselv populated
places of Alaska. He walked 400 mlicj
to Seward, the nearest recruiting station,
and enlisted as a private. lie won early
promotion and when discharged at th«
close of the war Immediately reenllstel
In the Air Service, In which he was
keenly Interested. He was 34 years old.'

REED'S GOOD FORTUNE
TOLD BY HIS SISTER

Airship Survivor Never Hurt
in War Engagements.

Spfrinl Dispatch to Tua N*w Tcsk Hnutn.
Mount Vktinon, N. Y., Feb. 22..Capt.

Walter CJ. Reed, who escaped with slight
Injuries when the airship Rnmn exploded.is well known In gcarsdale,
where his parents. Mr. and Mrs. William
J. Heed, have lived for a long time. It
was only a few days before the fatal
flight that Capt. Heed wrote a letter to
his mother that the Homa was perfectly
safe and not to worry about him.

Mrs. Charles Wlckoff, sister of Capt.
Heed, who Is with her mother while Mr.
Keed is with his son at the Base Hospital.declared to-day that her brother
had been born under a lucky star.
"My brother took part as a pilot with

Capt. Mabry. who met his death on the
Homa, In three offensives on the French
battle front. He never had a fall or an
Injury. My brother was a student at
Cornell University and a month before
this country entered the war in 191? he
left college and went to Omaha, where
he entered the balloon service. He
qualified as a pilot and then sailed for
Krnnce. He was, the first American to
pilot a balloon In France after we enteredthe war. After the war he went
into Germany with the balloon contingent."

In, February. 1921, Capt. Heed marriedMiss Maria Rbuklston, dauahter of
Mr. and Mrs. IT. C. Blaekiston of 44
West Seventy-seventh street, Manhattan.
Mr. Hlacklston Is one of the officers of
the Furness-Wlthy Steamship Company.
The ilny after the eeremnny Capt. and
Mrs. Heed sailed with Major Thnrnell
and Capt. Mabry for Italy to make arrangements.to bring the Roma to this
country.

KLAN STARTLES MOURNERS.

H«>1»c«| Pnrly Leaves Wreath, Then
Vanishes,

Pr.vvnn, Feb. 22..Five white robed
end hooded wmbrrs of the Kti Klux
Klan npprnred suddenly nt the funeral
of Or. Charles K. L<ockr, at Fatrmount
Cemetery yesterday, placed a beautiful
floral offering on the grave and disappeared.

Spectator* at the funeral en Id they
were unable to aay where the five
figures came from or In Jpst what mannerthey "lost" themselves nfter paying
thi ;r respects. The offering consisted
of a white rross bearing In blue the
words "Knights of the Ku Klux Klsn."
The donors appeared, left their <Jferlng
end dp appeared In has than a minute.

VV YORK HEKALD, TJ

FROM N
t of Victims

/
iir service issued to-day a list of the
uma disaster, with home addresses, as

HOFFMAN. SERGEANT V. C.. 451
West Train street, Eaton Rapids, Mich.
GORBY. MASTER SERGEANT, RaymondCity. W. Va.
HARRIS, TECHNICAL. SERGEANT

EKE M. Lantfley Field. Va.
1TILLIARD, STAFF SERGEANT

LOUIS, CoUlwater, Kan.
IIEALL STAFF SERGEANT MARIONLit Plata. Mo.
YARBOROUGH, SERGEANT THOS..

252S Helain street, Kelma, Ala.
RLAKELY, PRIVATE TIIKRON M.,

56 Seventh avenue, San Francisco.

Civilian*.

STRYKER. WALTER W.. McCook
Field, Dayton, Ohio.
HANSON. ROBERT J., same.

LOUGHLIN, WILLIAM O.. same.

SHULENB10RG. CHARLES N., same.
HAItRIMAN, T. 11., same.

TK, S nrvlvor*.

REARDON. MAJOR JOHN D.. wife.
Mrs. Reardon, 200 Elm street, Waslijington, D. C.
REED, CAPT. WALTER J., rather.

William J. Reed, Scarsdale, N. Y.
WELCH, LIEUT. CLARENCE H..

father, W. V. Welch. Papllton, Neb.
BURT, LIEUT. BYRON T.. JR.. 108

Wert Seventy-third street, wow lore.

PEEK. SERGEANT VIRDON T..
father. Howard Peek, 2304 Lafayette,
avenue, Terre Haute. Ind.
CHAPMAN, SERGEANT HARRY A..

mother, Mrs. J. 11. Ward, 1626 Frederick
avenue, St. Joseph, Mo.
BIEDRNBACH, SERGEANT JOSEPH

M.. father, John Biedenbaeh, 411 East
Market street, Akron, Ohio.
FLORKS. CORPORAL ALBERT, 140

Church street, Norfolk, Ya.
MeNAIR, WALTER A., civilian,

Bureau ot' Standards, Washington, 1>. C.
DWORACK, CilARLES, civilian,

McCook Field, (5liio.
HURLEY, RAY, civilian. National

Advisory Committee on Aeronautics.

CONGRESS CDT OFF
FUNDS FOR HELIUM
Continued from First Page.

in this manner. Something roust be
done to prcveht these giant airships

l,.ln c u ,.ennee We rr.iint either

quit spending millions on the in or make
them sate."

In direct opposition to this view is
Representative Kahn, chairman of the
House Military Affairs Committee, who
declared such disasters mean that the
United States should continue its activitiesin ail forms of aviation and thereforeinantaln mastery of the air.
"The thirty-four men who lost their

lives in the -catastrophe are martyrs to
the cause," said Mr. Kahn. "Their sacrificemust not be in vain and America
cannot permit other nations to continue
development of aircraft while she stands
idly l>y. We must keep abreast of the
world.

"It Is to be hoped that enough helium
gas can be produced for all our lighter
than air cruft. Probably this substance

| would have availed for the Roma. Had
I; been used this terrible accident would
not have claimed such a tolll of lives.

I.teut. S. Tinker of the United
States Naval Reserve force, who was
detailed as one of the naval observers
In bringing the ZR-2 to the United
Stute*. was outspoken In his conclemnaition of the failure of Congress to provideenough funds for the full operationof the helium plants at Fort Worth
and Petrolln, Texas. Lieut. Tinker was
no' aboard the ZR-2 when the airship
collapsed, but was in London, preparing
to make the trip across the Atlantic,
when the proper time arrived.

"As soon as I landed in the United
States," Lieut. Tinker said to-day. "]
started nn iigltatton to prevent any
lighter than air craft from going off
the ground unless filled with helium.
Soon afterward the C-7 was put In
sha|i>. filled with helium and tested.
However, I'nngross would not appropriatethe money to run the fine $7,000,000
plants nt Kort Worth and Petrolia.

"Kverything there is in readiness for
the development of a large lieljum
supply. I'ipe lines have been laid betweenthe two stations for the purpose
of piping the helium from Petrol la to
Port Worth. Knough could be develoed
there to fill twenty airships as large
ns the Itoma. The great flasks, or tanks,
at Petrolia arc sufficiently large to hold
20,000,000,000 cubic feet of helium.
"Congress Is responsible for allowing

this valuable gaa to go by unused, and
it ir responsible for any loss of life
wbleh occurs through the burning of
hydrogen filled envelopes,
"The appropriation of $300,000 would

permit the working of these plants to
their full capacity, and the helium
could be stored for future use. Helium
once recovered will last forever. There
is no loss and it does not evaporate. It
is an Inert gas and does not evaporate."
"Helium is taken from natural gas

which, as It conies from the wells, is
piped Into a refrigerator. The other
gases liquefy, hut the helium remains.
Then the other gases arc run off and
used.
"Congress should act Immediately to

start up these helium plants, because
when the supply of natural gas In
Texas Is exhausted the supply of helium
also will be gone. Then the plants will
have to be moved to some other point."
Congress provided $I.">ft.0fX) last year

for the operation of the helium plants,
be jfhe works had to be shut down on

.ember 30 because the funds were Injsufficient. The appropriations had been
cut down I3OO.0M. Representative Lan|hum diem.. Texas) intends to ask that
Ssid.OOO tie provided In the appropriation
bills tills vnnr so that Miere muv hs a

full operation of the plants and also
provision for storage. Ths plants are
opomted Jointly hy the army and navy.
Immediately after the accident to the

Homa War I»epartment officials understoodHint hpllum had been In the 111fatedairship's gas bats. It had been
pnld that the gas wan removed becausethere was not enough of It. It
now develops that the only helium
which has been used In |n the navy
dlrlglbln <*-7. an airship much smaller
than the Ki>mn
MaJor-CSen. Patrick. Ohlef of the

Army Air Service, wilt arrive In Washingtonto-morrow morning on the Norfolkhost to report In person to SecretaryWeeks on the details of the disaster.Ho tnado the "trip from Washingtonto the scene of the accident hy
airplane as sonn as he heard that the
airship had met with mishap.
<Ien. Patrick Informed the Wnr Departmentto-day that n hoard of officershad been designated to ft* the

cause of the disaster. They are Majors
Imvcnporf Johnson, president; John II
louett and Joseph I'. McNarney, all of
tho air service.

MOTOR MIAMI VICTIM Dll'.l.
Att.antii? Pitt. Feb. 22..Franklin

lltiher, who was Injured In an automobileaccident on White Horse Pike Sept<ml>cr 14 Inst, died to-day.

Ilow a Farm Boy Hold's Nation's Industry,
In Sunday's New York Herald,.Adc,
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AVY AIRS
RELATIVES MOURN

HERE FOR VICTIMS
Sergt. W. J. Ryan's Parents

in Brooklyn Informed
of His Death.

THEIR ELDEST CHILD |
Lieut. William E. Riley
Was Graduate of Yale and

Served in War.

II r 1 rwn TV PnVVFPTIf'ITT
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Capt. Frederick J. Durschmidt
"Was AVest Point Graduate

in Class of 1913.

The disaster to the Roma brought
sorrow to many persons living in and
around New York, for several of the
airship's crew had relatives or friends
here.
Sergeant William Joseph Ryan was

mourned by his mother, father and
seven brothers and sisters at their
home at ISO Conover street, Brooklyn,
He was the oldest of the family and
was expected home within a few
months, as his enlistment was drawingto a close. A telegram from the
army officers at Pangley Field was

received which read as follows:
Wo regret to advise that your son

met. his death as a result of an accidentto the dirigible Roma. Please
advise whether you desire us to ship
his body to you at the Government's
expense!
Mrs. Ryan expressed hope that the

wmy authorities might have made a

mistake, hut his father was convinced
of his death. The young man was 21
yeafs old, and was brought to this
country from Ireland when he was a

few months o'd. When he was IS he
joined the Ai;- Service at Mitchel Field
and was promoted to the rank of sergeantHe had been working on the
Roma ever sinco her first flight in
this country.

Trouble* of Rynn Fniiilly.
The Ryan family has had a long run

of misfortune lately, as three of the
children have just had pneumonia, nn-:
other measles, a fifth appendicitis and
a sixtli was run over by an automobile.
Although James Murray, another vie-

tlm, had only the rank of Mnster Ser-
geant, ho won ft commission as Major
in Uio aviation service during the war
and served abroad for two years. lie
left no relatives, but when on leave
made his home with Charles Ellis and
his family at 709 Greenwich street.]
Master Sergeant Murray was born in
England, but came here before the
Spanish-American war. lie joined the
regulars here and served in the Sixth
Cavalry, the Twenty-third Infantry and
the Forty-ninth Coast Artillery before
going into the aviation service.
The wife of First Lieut. William E.

Riley, another victim, was formerly
Miss Mildred TIarschar of 626 East
Eighty-sixth street. Her parents, a sisterand two brothers left yesterday to
go to Aberdeen, Md., where Mrs. Riley
and her five weeks old baby are living.
Lieut. Riley, a resident of Stamford,

Conn., was overjoyed when he receiveI
an order a month ago to join the Roma,
A detail of officers from the Aberdeen
proving grounds will go to Stamford
on Sunday to attend the funeral of the
young man at St. John's Catholic'
Church.

Studied at Yale.
The Lieutenant was 25 years old.

When a hoy he spent six years abroad
for his health and then returned to
attend the Sheffield Scientific School at
Vale. He was a member of the class
of 1920 when in 1917 he left college to
join the Vale balloon battalion. After
his discharge at the end of the war he
again joined the aviation service and
was sent to the Aberdeen proving
grounds, whence he was transferred to
duty with the Roma. In addition to
his wife and baby he leaves a brother,
Walter, of Stamford .and a sister, Mrs.
John Lord, also of Stamford.
Max Durschmldt of Derby, Conn.,

was informed yesterday by telegraph
from Washington that his son. Capt.
Frederick J. Durschmldt. was killed on
the Roma, and that the body was being
sent to Derby for burial. Capt. nur]schmldt. 27, was a graduate of West
Point of the class of 1913.
Staff Sergeant Edward Schumnker.

41. was born in Long Rranch and lived
there nil his life until he entered the
army thirteen years ago. He was mariled. but was separated from his wife.

Ille had one daughter about 17 years
old. who survives him. News of his
death was received by Mrs. Sarah Van
Ness, a cousin, of Red Tlank, N. J. His
body will be sent to Red Bank.

DIRIGIBLE'S FUTURE
SAFE, SAYS BENSON

Admiral Declares Craft Can
Be Made Practicable.

.%
Age- inl n,.pntrh to Tilt Nrw Voir Ilnm n.

Ittroit, 1<Vb. 22..Despite ..America's
asters with dirigibles the dirigiblemn he made practicable for army

and navy observation work.
Tlila Is the opinion of Rear Admiral

William 8. Benson. IV 8. N.. retired, who
is In Detroit. "I don't believe, n waver.
dirigible* sa 111 he of any use as combat
machines," Admiral Benson said. "They
cannot be defended hv men In them but
only by other machines nbo it them, and
thus are of n«e only for observation.

"I have always been of the convictionthat the kite balloon Is more useful,
for navy observation wot It thnn the
dirigible. However, our two failures.
the disaster In Kngland and the recent
one here.do not mean that wo should
disiiird the dirigible Tor army and navy
use. They simply mean wo must go on
experimenting and Investlga ting until
we have the airships perfected to the
point where they will be sale,"
III MlMt.tl iHll.lt; I OH I'll Alt IT Y.
A three day rummage sale of clothes,

l ets, and books In particular will b?
held at II Mast T'ortt-fifth Btreet today.to-morrow and falurday for the
benefit of the health t 'reau maintained
by thj alums' of tha Chopin school
at Orosvenor Neighborhood House. I>onallonsmarked "rummage" may be
I ft "l the I'nnpln school, 32 KhsI Klftyseventhstreet or at the shop during
the sale

23, 1922.

HIP FORT
ROMA WELL TRIED, j
SAYS GEN. MITCHELL
Assistant Chief.of Air Service!

Recalls Tests Hero and
Abroad.

FORESEES NEW POLICY

Does Not Believe Dismantling!
for Shipment Injured

Ill-Fa ted Craft.

Special Cable to The New York Herat,p.
Copyright, fuzz, by The New York Herald.

New York Herald Bureau, )
Berlin, Feb. 2'J. (

"My confidence "in dirigible* is unshaken,"declared Brlg.-Gen. William S.
Mitchell, Assistant Chief of the United
States Air Service, to-day, "but 1 admit
the Koma catastrophe will exercise an

influence upon the American aviation
policy. Coming so soon after the 2R-2
(K-38) disaster, it couldn't be expected
to be otherwise."
The General was awaiting eagerly detailsof the accident, especially because

all of the officers aboard the Koma were

of his acquaintance, lie denied that the
fact the lloma' had been taken apart
to be shipped to America involved risks,
and said the Americans, in setting up
the dirigible, had Improved upon the
work of the Italians. The Koma. in his
opinion, was thoroughly reliable and
proved its worth in numberless trials,
loth in Italy, where it was flown all
over the country under test conditions.
once with former American Ambassador
Robert Underwood Johnson as passenger
.and in America, where It had shown
the greatest stability. When informed
that experts believed the ZK-2 collapsed
because it tried to maneuver at full speed
instead of with the engines half shut
down, as in German practice, Gen.
Mitchell answered: "Ih" Koma always
maneuvered at full .speed."
Geo. Mitchell arrived a few days ago

from Italy, where he has been seriously
ill if pneumonia, and Is leaving next
week for England, via Holland, in continuationof his tour of aerial 1nvcstiga-_
tion over Europe for the American Air
Service, it is said he has been deeply
interested here in negotiations with
Germany to deliver a Zeppelin airship to
the United States, but this he declined
to discuss.
"it wjy* known to me long ago that;

the steering gear of the airship Roma
was inadequate, and that its gas bag,
was not particularly good," said Dietrich10. Nording, one of Germany's leadingairship engineers, in un interview
with the correspondent for Tub New
Yoiik Herald to-day. "On the occasion
of the airship's transportation from
Italy to America," he added, "it was
taken apart and erected upon its arrival
at Dangloy Field. I consider such pro-
cedtire with large sued airships too
dangerous. Of course, It is not known
whether one of these reasons was re-1
sponsible for the catastrophe," con-
. ,J II,,. V Hi...* ..nH I,,

charge of the technical development of
the entire German aerial fleet during
the war. At present he is a director of
the Schuette I.nnz Company, one of
Gormnny's' foremost builders of airships.
"I foresaw the destruction of the

Roma," ho declared, "nnd in my articlethat I pubished in the 'Muenchener
Neusto Nachrichten of September 6,
last year, I predicted several accidents
of this kind. While systematic airship1
building and operation abroad arc quite
young. Germany was gaining much experience.Owing to the pressure of cir-
cumstanees, our airship industry under-
Went greater developments in four
years than otherwise it would have'
within twenty.
"The good will, energy and ingenuity

of tlie Americans alone arc not sufficient.A vast practical experience is
indispensable not only in construction
but also In field operation. Accidents!
like that of the Roma mean both la-j
mentahle and perfectly useless saeri-'
fice. That which Is more tragic than
the material loss Is the loss of so many
lives and at the same time the lives of,
specialists, who are the most difficult
to replace.
"The Italians at present are not the

fittest teachers for America In aircraft
construction and operation. This Is
proved by the fact that the German
airships surrendered to Italy under the
peace treaty went to smash as soon as
tha Italians took charge of them.
"Already we had learned what othera

only now are beginning to learn, so our
experience vouchsafes the fullest measureof security. Catastrophes like the
Roina'g are avoidable and merely compromiseairship service In the eyes of
tho public. Why should not America
and Germany cordially cooperate In the
development of airship service? With
America's enthusiasm, ingenuity and
financial means, and the German aerial
industry's 'experience, the greatest re-

suits for the benefit of mankind would
be achieved."

KIN MOURN SCHULENBURG.
Rochester, N. V., Feb. 22..Charles N.

Schulenburg, 41, %a motor mechanic, reportedamong the victims killed In the
collapse of the dirigible Roma, was a

former resident of Seneca Falls. He is
survived by his father, Charles, of
Klmira, two brothers, Raymond of
Seneca Falls and Harry of Pittsburgh,
Pa. Schulenburg left Seneca Falls Ave
years ago,

Variegated Weather
Morning.Snow and cold
Afternoon.Warm.slushy
Evening.Ra'n.thunder
Night.Freezing, slippery

A'. Y. Eventvr) Journal,

Freak weather is keeping the
city guessing.four startling
changes in twenty-four hours.
What do you suppose happened
to food in the window-sill ice
box. frozen. thawed . wet -rfrozenagain? To be kept wholesome,food must be kept atapproximatelyan even temperature.
There's no counting on the weather, hut
1/0)1 ran depend upon Knicltrrborl/rr Ire
in all weather.delivered no regular!)/'
//off rim "almost set your clock by the
delivery man's arrival,'

Knickerbocker
ICE
Company

I
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ROMA CR
ENGLAND AND ITALY

SHOCKED OVER ROMA

Grief Expressed in Rome for
Fate of Men.

Home, Feb. 22 (Associated Fres3)..
Gen. do Seibort. chief of the Italian
Aviation Service, to-day deo'lned t'. dincussthe possible cause of the disaster
to the great American airship ltoma,
which was purchased from Italy. Ho
declared the scant technical information
obtainable from the dispatches reaching
Koine dealing with the destruction of :

the airship did not afford sufficient
ground on which to form an opinion.
Tne newspapers to-day print columns

regarding the accident and in recalling
incidents surrounding the Koma during
her building and trips she made in Italy.
The expressions of grief were general

in aviation circles here to-day, as many
of the crew of the ilifated Roma had
made many friendships among the
Italian officers and with I'olian families.The Americans were familiar figureson the streets Of Rome for many
months. They virtually had camped at
the aviation grounds at C'.antplno and
knew every official connected with it.

London, Feb. 22 (associated Press)..
News of the deal! let ion of the United
States army dirigible Roma is the outstandingfeature in London morning
newspapers, which print long descriptive
accounts of the tragedy and pictures of
the airship. Similarity of the details
with those of the destruction of (he R-38
at Hull last summer is widely remarked.
The Times says editorially that while in "

the Iluil tragedy the people of the United
States and (treat Britain Joined in a
common sorrow this time the blow has
fallen on America alone, but (England
feels with her and for her to-day no less
than she did when her own sons were
numbered among the dead."

TO AID ROMA INQUIRY.
Italloon Expert Starts for I.niiulry

Field.
Dayton, Ohio, Feb. 22..m. q. Cor-

bett. balloon expert attached to MoCook
Field, left Dayton this afteernoon for
Langley Field to aid the Air Service
Board In its investigation of the Roma
accident. Records of the several Mc-
Cook Field men killed in the crash show
thrrt nearly all were married and have
children. No arrangements for their
funeral have been made, as officials are
awaiting word on the return of the
bodies.

iAJttlllUUAAi^ AJl lUUAKAtrUA.

OmrlriK in Eruption and Inlander*
Flrclnv.

Managua, Nicaragua, Feb. 22..Continuedearth shocks are reported in the
Departments of Granada, Carazo and
Rivas. Some damage has been done to
buildings.
The volcano Omotcpe is erupting enormousstreams of lava and the inhabitantsof the islands of Ofnetepe and

Madeira, in Dako Nicaragua, liaue fled
to zonea of safety.
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nnHIS BEAUTIFUL ins
I Smal Grand, com!

Iqual ty of tone, the
action and the b auty o:
found in grand p anos.

We wish to cal the attentk
advantages of this Grand P
smal. rooms. But 4 feet, 10
pies practically the same

upright.yet t brings to f<
elegance of a grand piano.
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Liberal Allowances on P

the aeolia]
EJ AEOLIAN HALL, 29
SK tn THE BRONX In BROOKLYN
SUn 367 E. 149th Strett 11 Flttbuih Ai*nu«

IT1CIZED
LIEUT. BURT FELL OFTEN.

Cruiiduiother Item lis I'InnKe Into
Lake Mk'hluan. j

Ai.nuqrn^jrK, I«'eb. 22..Lisut. Byron
T. Burt, Jr., one oi tho men who escapedinjury in the Korea disaster, was
the pilot of un army balloon .»» the internationalrace of September 26, 19 ii».
and fell into Hake Michigan and wa*
rescued after being adrift near'y half a

day, according to his grandnvrtiier, Mrs.
H. M.. Burt, who resides here. He was
in the world war and was in three
dirigibles which were shot down, escapingeach time.

-L

Robert Fulton taking
his little boat up the
Hudson.
The invention of

steam navigation . a

lucky strike for him.

lucky /
strike:
When we discovered the

toasting process six years
ago, it was a Lucky Strike
for us.

Why? Because now
millions of smokers prefer
the special flavor ot the
Lucky Strike Cigarette .
because

It's Toasted*
"jf.which seals in the
delicious Burley flavor

And also because it's

.
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