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FAILURE

TO TAKE HELIUM FROM NAVY AIRSHIP FOR ROMA CRITICIZED

the balanee and point the ship into the
dAone dive,
¢ Army officern also
fie radder had ghy
2ire did not occur until tha shilp struck
the electrie wires, Thelr view weos sume-
marized In the followlng five points:
Pifst-—That the left vwider of the
Roma gave whett she was liss
half n mile from whens 3
ar the army base fire station |
That there wie o fire on
iin until after the tiit began as

emphugized that
way and that the

way

i

i

: —That the craft became un- |

g

i on, MBS

1 seatack

{ it the immedinte onuse
o v oxplosion with such torce ns

E L It the entire craft_and set her |
i wie contact with nat of |
22200 volt high power clectrie wires

! e one  hunde feet from |
t whore the Roma crashed into a plle |
!{![ debris, l
¥ Fifth—That the Liberly motors, |
which wers boing tested, were not re- |
sponsible for tho disaster unless |

: something more tangible should be

§ learned, |
I Just how long the ofMiclal investigi-
il0:| will require wns hot Indicated to-
pight, although every effort was made to
E-'a-nnlur-- It us quickly ms is consistent
;nnh a thorough yrobe of the entirg sit-

atlon. The board of investigation con-
glsts of Major D, Johnson, chairman:
Major J. H. Jonett and Major J. Me-
Nurney of Langley Fleld. They have In-

ferviewod pll the survivors of the acci-
dent angl are questioning eyewltnesses |
and technical experts as well as others. |
3 Gen, Patriek Ceft to-night for Waah-

ngton, Col, A. E. Fisher, commanaant
§f the army alr statlon at Langley
Flold, assisted Major-Gen. Patrick in
ghe investigation which was carried on
afternoon and to-day ut the
ase and at Langley Fied. |
i

t Cause Not- Important. |
E The a al cause of the fire {= not re-|
]'.nr-r-wl a= of supreme imporianos, for,
coopding to (ol Fisher thy wrecked
a.r.:m.- would have burned even if it
find not come in contact with the wires
When the nose of tae airship crashed
galnst the ground the big gasoline
f. . burst and the inflammable liquid
| P | over the wreckuge, feeding the
gam that had started when the can-
v vig of the eraft struck against the |

- 1A ~\jl 8,

. “Ir thwre had been no blsze hefore
we Homa crashed to the grovnd,” Col. |
r Jier dAeclared, “the men trapped urnde:

4 and ecanvas, of the ship's rig-
g doubtless would finva been barned
r. death anvway, for the gasclina that

woured out of the tanks over the wreck- |

!

ner

gs would have lgnited from tha en-
B!

| The disaster has In no way affectod
the morale of *he men of his station, |
{ol. Wisher snid,

VR0 course,” he explained, “this awfii |
#ffair has cast a pall of gloom over the
antire statfon, but the army flyers re-
ard It merely as a part of the day's
#ork, so to spek. It was one of the hap-
nings that men who gb up In the air
ust take a chance on.” +

| Complete suspension of business on
fhe Virginia peninsula during the quar-
%:r hour at noon Friday has been ar-

nged as a tribute to the men who mot

path in the destruction of the airship.
| Although deflalte arrangements have
pot. been  completed, elty officials of
Fewport News and Hampton have been

formed vMsers at Langley Meld
fhat the funeral services will ba held at
Sowport News in the undertaking estuh-
IF_-hnwnr to which the thirty-four bodles
Were hrought, There will he no effort
IP’! follow strict milltary custom. The
gorvico will be brlef and read from the
drmy and navy manual by the poat
fhaplain at Langley Fleld. The clty

avernments of Newport Nows, Norfolk,
Iampton and Phoebus will be repre-

pented, and color enards will be fur-
fitshed by the several American Leglon
fiosts near the Tying station,

On the cover of each coffin as it leaves
the undertanking establishment will ba |
Ihiq fiaral tributes from the city of New-
flort News and from posts of the leglon,
fis well as from each of several civl:
find commerclal organizations of the
peninsula,

AIR RIDE WHIM SEIZED
PERSHING BEFORE CRASH

Tells Studﬂ;:t? _of_Odd Expe-|
rience Day Roma Fell.

PrapELriia, Feb, 22 —Gaa, Persh-|
Ing. at an Informal reception at the
atversity of Pennsylvania to ény, ex-
preased regret st the Roma disaster
and was quoted as saying that It was |
only vesterday that he was selzed with |
# whim to ride In a dirigible,

Tt 1= a singular thing, the CGeneral In
tinoted ns saying, that while sitting in'
bis ofMee at Washington yesierday he
waw a giant alrship circling above and |
van selzed with a desire to ride in the|
veaft. He had pever ridden in an alr-|
Fhip, he sald, and as he saw the dirlg-
ible s determined to take a trip as soon
tr poasible,

It was fortunate perhaps that this
whim did not selze him seoner, he de-
¢lared,

HELIUM GAS URGED

IN PLEA FOR AIRSHIPS
Aeronautical Chamber of
Commerce Argues for Them.

The development of lighter than air
c"::ft in this country and the use of
i--ll-m‘ instead of hydrogen gaws
teeommended by tha Aeronautical
Chamber of Commerce of America to
at of the

are

revent future disasters 1ika |
wma in A statement s
£ "The 1

fegarded as »

e yonterday

#n of the Roma » ild not b

reflection on 1) oner

nl of the

gting
Wa

é from I1taly the stat
L EL
Bove not dev
& this
Governments have

public funds

| The areident d b WAT
dame
The

pinced that it Is bound t

personnel or the JudEme
Department in ng purchaeed
the abvicus thing t o &
elaped lighter 11

eountry to t (5 1

AR AN M« it s labor

potentiality of the alrst in

Despite an aceident or a

in » mpartant and It

didents, It
f amise In =0
fion and natis
¢ontinuy

“wWe Ao net ahanden Ay 2t torles

winor, rullwa r sles

portant alrshigp pr

Kt They are d

o care. Wo ar ol Lned

that they will net t \ 1
fiture helium, the non-exple 0

will no doubt be used Instead of the
dangerous hydrogen. Our alrshipe will
Ba bullt In this country and our per

wonnel arganised and trained in thelr
commruction from the drafting board o
tie navigation of the finldhed product

¢ S ——
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| gimded as a mistake.

| and 1. &uid so myself,

| hekd on with a grip that a drowning man

| unknown fate at a terrific rate,

,_.l ‘1. angley

STOPPING OF MOTORS

 CALLED A MSTAKE ——

Some Officers Believe Capt.
Mabry Misjudged Ship's
Speed Down.,

SOUGHT FIELD LANDING

Argument Is Made That
Roma Should Have De- |
scended on Water,

HELIUM ORDER REVOKED?/
!

Reported Army Craft Was to '

| 251

(iet Coveted Gas in Navy |
Blimp C-7. [

socvial IHapateh to Tum New Yomx Memain. |

NoaroLk, ‘Va,, Feb, 22.—Fallurg to
dellute the Roma's bhags of hydrogen
gas and reflll them with hellum mixed
with hydrogen and the haste to estab- |

li#h & speed record for the big dll‘tg-i
ible are blumed by army and navy |

aviators for the destruction of the big
alreraft and the losas of thirty-four|
lives. Two more deaths may be added |
to tha list.

Master Sergeant Harry A. Chapman
of 8t. Joseph, Mo, and Charles W.
Dworack of Dayton, Ohile, are l‘ln\’ar-i
ing between life and death, In ad-|
dition to being terribly burned, these
two victims of the Roma inhuled
flames, |

While the herole work of Capt. Dals/
Mabry, who was burned to death at his
posl on the Homa, was praised In all|
cireles to-day there were some who sald |
the brave commanding officer of the
Roma probably falled to allow for the
inereasod  momentum of the &ship's
descent after her rudder broke. His
order to stop the motora also is re-
Had the motors
been working when the ship was di-|
rectiy over the army base and about |
400 feet In the alr the blimp probably
would have fallen into the waters of
Hampton Roads Instead of across a net-
work of electric wires, which set fire to
Lier bag and caused It to explode, , |

Tried to Land In Field.

After the Roma's engines were shut
off her nose pointed toward the earth.
Her rudder was helpless and her eleva-
tion lever fafled to work. <Capt. Mabry,
weeording to avintion experts, was trying |
to land the Roma on the open fleld
near the army base. The ship barely
misged siriking ona of the big plers|
overiooking Hampton Roads, She missed |
n =moke stack by inches and then she
fell across the electric wires and burst |
Into Anmes

“Wa were running amuck In the alr,” |
s the way one of the survivors expressed
the condition of the Roma after her en- |
glnes were stopped and the rudder re-
fused to work. Fearing a reprimand
from his superior officers thls survivor
asked that his name not be used.

“There was nothing that could be|
done with the ship. BShe could not be
gulded one way or the other. She was
ke a ship at sea without a rudder, only
her positon was more serious.

“When we missed a blg smokestack |
Just before we struck the ground every
man on board breathed a sigh of rellef.
I heard them siy ‘Thank God for that
The ship was the) |
hesaded the earth, We were all
huddled In a corner. We could not
stand erect with our ship pointed toward |
ecarth nose first at a sharp angle,

“Two hundred feet In the air men on |
tha ship were gasping for breath. They |

for

mist have when he is battling for life,

“Weo felt as If we wera going to an
The
wind beat intn our faces and we |
breathed with diffleulty.

“Liout. Burt was still working at the
elevation dver all the way down on
that awful drop. I can hear him now
shouting to Capt, Marby, ‘She won't re-
spond, Captain.' Then the Captain
shouted, ‘Cut off your motors,' and they
were stopped one at o time,"”

Sergeant Reardon's Story.

Sergeant John D. Reardon, who wnas
Joined by his wife tosday, said the ship
buret Into Mames so guickly he &'d not
reallge ehe waa on fire untll men fell a.ll
about him with thelr clothing on fire,

“T was at my poat near my engins,'

e =ald, “when the order was given to
shut off the motors, T heard an shout |
through the ship that the rudder was not
working and then Lieut. Burt's terrihls
warning that the elevation lever would
not work. I did not know Qow fast we
were going, but it did not apfar to me
that It was more than a minute after
Linut, Rurt declared he could not get
the ship to respond to his efforts to make
her elimb before there was an a\'ru||

bump, 1 fell over on my back, |
“Fire poured in all around me. It
peemed Hke we wers In hell, I wnlrm]l

for tha flames to burn a hole in the thin
fabric that shields the main bag. [ wan
fearful the bag would explode. When
s opening was made blg enough for
me 1o poke my head through 1 jumped. |
My clothinge was on fire and my hands |
wers burned, but 1 was alive,”

fergeant Reardon sald as soon aa the |
bhag exploded the alr itaslf appeared to |

' n A The flames poured over the
men ke s0 much water. Thelr entire
body caught fire at the same time

. La Whitehurat, army en-|
who witnessed the disnster from

at the army base, sald he enw |
e men fAghting for thelr Yvea while
raft war 200 fest in the air.

T fought frantically to stay In the
saw the ship was drop-
towards the earth,” ha
them get up, fall, and
The ship wan rocking.
sl might turn
men threw things over the alde
Pirst ballast went, then storage bat-
teries, bagn and instruments. When the
TLar an ANty fect from anrth [ saw
twn  ren two more, and

a en they
n first
nid “1 saw
np
Ive  fooked

1Ealn

1ika

v

jump, then
yre wnd mors

Ton Neur Ground for Parachotes,

thiem iraped with para
ton rear the
didn’t aprn
1 pile of nig
1 halleves most
AOOT AR
Then the

ey wWe
The parachutes
s weras harled on
ifie foree
dend ns
pelie s truck the lror
tol them and exnloded
Aimoat an snon aa the MRoma struek |
a man ruthed osut af the ahip, his |
clothing on fire I wrabhbed him and |
pushsd him Inte a diteh, The fire wan

the Lhaotteast T havey aver geen or felt’”
Field i ofre Aare pre:mrm:l

ran with tert

were thelr

ship

— - -

\

| places of Alaska,

| was only a

| Mrs

o

Official List of Vietims

¥

43.—The

air service

issued to-day a list of the

d, injuread and survivors of the Roma disaster, with home addresses, as

tollows:

THORNELL, MAJOR JOHN G. 5id-
ney, lo oy,

VAUTSMEIER, MAJOR WALTER
| W., 57 Ame n sirect, Freeport, 111

MABRY, CAPT, DALE, 207 Cardy
streel, Tompa, ¥la

WATTE, CAPYT. GEORGE D., In-
dinnole, Miss.

MeFARLAND, CAPT. ATLEN P, 620 I
North Meridian street, Indianapolis,

DITRECHMIDT, CAPT. FREDERICK
J. 160 Maln street. Derby, Conn,

HALL, FIRST LIEUT. JOHN R,
Kingsville, Mo,

BURNS, FIRST LIEUT.
., Brandon, Miss,

RILEY. FIRST LIEUT, WILLIAM I3,
628 K Elghty-sixth street, New York

SMYTHE, FIRST LIEUT, CLIFFORD,
5622 Winthrop avenue, Chicago.

CUMMINGS, FIRST LIEUT, WAL-
LACE O, Springfield, Tenn. Addresy of
wife, 406 South Jvy street; Monrovia, |
Cal

WALLACL

CLINTON, FIRST LIEUT. AMBROS2
V., 301 East Charlton sireet, Savannah,

HINE, FIRST LIEUT. HAROLD K,
West avenue, Bridgeport, Conn,
HEVHON, CORPORAL IRBEY B,
1614 South M street, Elwood, Ind. |
THOMPSON, PRIVATE JOHN E, |
Bentonaville, N, O, |
HILE, PRIVATE MARION, Newton, |
1,
KINKETON, PRIVATE GUS, 811
West Kentucky street, Loulsville, Ky. |
MENALLY, MASTER SERGEANT |
ROGER 1., 1815 Stlles street, Phlla- |
delphin.
MURRAY. MASTER SERGEANT
JAMES, 700 Groena street, New York.
RYAN, SERGUANT WILLIAM J,, 150
Conover streot, 11 ooklyn,
SCHUMAKER, STAFF SERGEANT
EDWARD M., Red Bank, N. J.
HOLMES, STAI'R SERGEANT
JAMES M., 2156 Twenty-first street, Ash-|
land, Ky. |

HOFFMAN, SERGEANT V. C., 4b1
West Train street, Baton Rapids, Mieh,
RBY, MASTER SERGEANT, Hay-
1 Clty, 'W. Va.

RRIS, TECHNICAL SERGEANT
LEE M, Langley Fleld, Va.
MILLIARD, STAFF

LOUS, eoldwater, Kan.

BFEALL, SPAFF BERGEANT MA-
RION %, La Plata. Mo,
YARBOROUGH, SERGEANT THOS,
2588 Helam street, Selma, Ala,

BLAKELY, PRIVATE THERON M.,
G HSeventh avenue, San Francisco,

SERGEANT

Civilinns.
ETRYKER, WALTER W.
Field, Dayton, Ohio.
HANSON, ROBERT I, same.
LOUGHLIN, WILLIAM O.. same,
SHULENBERG, CHARLES N, same.
HARRIMAN, T. H., same.

MeCook

The Survivors.

NEARDON, MAJOR JOHN D, wite,
Mrs, Reardon, 200 Elm street, Wash-
Ington, D, C.

REED, CAPT. WALTHER J., father,
William J. Reed, Scarsdale, N. Y.

WELCH, LIEUT. CLARENCE H.,
father, W. V. Weleh, Papilion, Neb.

BURT, LIEUT. BYRON T, JR, 108
West Seventy-third street, New Yorlk.

PEEK, SERGEANT VIRDON T.
father, Howard Peek, 2304 Lafayelte
wvenue, Terre Haute, Ind.

CHAPMAN, SERGEANT HARRY A,
mother, Mrs, J.°H. Ward, 1626 Frederick
avenue, St. Joseph, Mo,

BIRDENBACH, SERGEANT JOSEPH
M., father, John Biedenbach, 411 Lnst
Murket street, Akron, Ohlo.

FLORES, CORPORAL ALBERT, 140
Church strect, Norfolk, Va.

MeNAIR, WALTER A, clvillan,
Bureau of Standards, Washington, D, C.

DWORACK, CHARLES, civilian,
MeCook Weld, io, i

HURLEY, RAY, civilian, Natlonal
Advisory Committee on Aeronautlcs.

to be ment to Washington ex-

A report
plalning how the Roma was equipped
for her trip. They

mlt explain why
hydrogen Ens WA us for what was
intended to be a speed voyage. It had
heen planned to fill the Roma's Lng
with helium, if enough could be ob-
tained, or to miz the noninflammnble
gas with hydrogen gas, For some rea-
son this plan was abandoned.

Army officers say the only hellum in
Amerl or In any other countiry po
fur na they know, ia in the bag of -5,

a navy hlimp whieh recently made a
sucoesaful flight from Norfolk te Wash- |
Ington and has {lown several times over
Hampton Ioads. Orders to deflate the
-7, can the hellum and ship it to|
Langley Fleld for use in the Roma's
bag were jssued some time ago, but ap-
parently were countermanded, or thelr
execution delayed. The -7 Ia still in
her hangar at the naval base with her
bag filled with hellum,

M’NALLY’S PATRIOTISM
DESCRIBED BY BROTHER

Walked 400 Miles to Enlist
During War.

ATttantie Crry, Feb, 22.—Master Ser-
geant Moger . MeoNally, one of those
killed In the alrship accldent, was a
brother of Staff Sergeant Johm T. Me-
Nally, attached to the Alr Séf¥ice at
Mitchel Field, John MeNally was In
Atlantie City when he heard of the dls-
aster. He left this morning for Hamp-
ton Roads. Roger McNally leaves n
widow and two children in Philadelphia.
His mother lives In Wagpington. |

“My brother was one of the drst men
sent to Ttaly after the Roma was pu
chaged and remained there for a year,”
John McNally sald, “He returned to
the TTnited States when the Moma was

| vila

| shipped and bad been & member of her

erew since,

"“When Ameriea entered the world war
Roger was attachoed to the Dopartment
of the Interlor and was serving as a
achool teacher In the sparsely populated
He walked 400 miloa
to Seward, the nearest recrulting station,
and enlisted as a private, ITe won eariy
promotion and when discharged at ths
close of the war immediately roenlisted |
in the Alr Service, In which he waa
keenly Interested. Ha was 34 years old,'

REED’S GOOD FORTUNE
TOLD BY HIS SISTER

Airship Survivor Never Hurt
in War Engagements.

Special Disvatch to Trum New Yorx Hewarn.

MounT VeErNon, N, Y., Feb, 22, —Capt
Walter (3. Reed, who eseaped with slight
injurfes when the afrship Roma ex-
ploded, Is well known In Scarsdale,
where his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Willlam
J. Reed, have lived for a long time. 1t
few days hefore the fatal
flight that Capt. Meed wrote a letter to
hiz mother that the Roma was perfectly
safe and not go worry abhout him, |

Mrs, Charles Wickoff, sister of Cam
Reed, who s with her mother while Mr,
Heed Is with his son at the Base lHos-
pitnl, declared to-day that her brother
hind been born under a lucky star.

“My brother took part as a pilot with

| Capt. Mabry, who met his death on the

Homa, in three offensives on the French
battle front. HMe never had a fall or an
injury. My brother was a student at
Cornell Univeraity and a month before |
this country entered the war in 1917 he
left ecollege and went to Omaha, whera
he entered the ballnon serviee, He
qualified as a pilot and then salled for
France, He was, the first American ta
pitot & balloon In France after we pn.|
tered the war, After the war he went
Inte Germany with the balloon contin-
gent.”

In, February, 1021, Capt. Resd mar-
ried Miss Marip Blackinton, daughter of
Me. and Mra, . O, Blackistan of 44
Wanst Bevent ve-seventh strect, Manhattan. |
e, Blnckiston s one of the offlcern of
the Fuarness-Withy Steamship Company, |
The dav after the ceremony Copt. and
need mailed with Majer Thornell
and Capt. Mabry for Italy to make ar- |
ranzemenits to bring the Itoma to this |
country

KLAN STARTLES MOURNERS,

tobed Party Leaves Wrenath, Then |

Vanlshes.

nyte Ha modo tha=eip from Wash-

Desver, Feh, 22.—=Tive white robed Ir'-I:.';lu to the séone r:! !]hn n-l---im-n! by

v : = virplane ns moon an he heard that the

and hooded members of the Kn Kilux nirehip hud met with mishap, |
Kinn appenred suddenly at the funeral CGen. Patriek informed tha War De.
f Dr. Chattes B Locke, at Falpmount | Partment fo-day that n hoard of of-
2 : . Al " fieern hind been designated to fix (he
(rmety yesterday, placed heautiful cntmn 6F 1he diesnte They nre Mainrs
florn! offering on the grave and disap- | Davenmport Johnenn, president: John 1

peared Jouett nmd Jopeph P, MeNarmey, all of |

« Bpectators at the funeral snid '.I.ar_‘ ) alr servies

wern unakle 10 say whera Lhe five | MOTOR CHRASH VICTIM DIiRs,
flgures came r‘[--rr\ or In jgst what risn- | AthANTIo CITY, Web, 42 —~TFranklin
nor they “loat" themselves after paving | fruber, who was Infured fn An autemos

thelr rerpecie.  The offering consisted
of a white cross hearing in blun the
words "Knights of thsa Ku Klux Klan™
The donora appeared, left thelr gffering
and disappenred In lexs than & Minute,

- -

| entime there

CONGRESS CUT OFF
FUNDS FOR HELIUM

—

Continued from First Page.

this manner. Something must bhe
done to prevent these glant alrships
from belng a menace, We must either
quit spending miilions on them or make
themn safe,”

In direct opposition to this view
Representative Kahn, chalrman of the
House Military Affalra Committee, who
declared such disasters mean that the
United States should continue its activi-
tlea in all forms of aviation and there-
fore mantain mastery of the air,

“The thirty-four men who lost their
lives in the catastrophe are martyrs to
the cause,” spfd Mr. Kahn, “Thelr sac-
riflee must not be In valn and America
cannet permit other nations te continue
development of alreraft whiln sho stands
fdly by, We must keep abreast of the
world,

“It 18 to be hoped that enough helium
gas cnn be produced for all our lighter
than ale graft,
would have avatled for the Roma. Had
1= been used this terrible acceldent would
not pave clalmed such a tolll of lives.

Lieut. €. B, Tinker of the United
Btates Noval Reserve foree, who was
detalled as one of the naval olservers
In bringing the ZR-2 to the United
States, was outspoken In lLils condemna-
tlon of the fallure of Congress to pro-
enough funds for the full opera-
tion of the hellum plants at Fort Worth
nnd Petrolin, Texas, Liesut. Tinker was
not abourd the ZIR-2 when the airvship
collapsod, but was In London, preparing
to make the trip across the Atlantic,

in

is

1 when the proper time arrived,

“As soon as 1 landed in the Unlted

States,' Lileut, Tinker sald to-day, *I
started an agltation to prevenl any
lighter than nir crmft from golng off
the ground unless fllled with heliom,
Soon alterward the C-T was put in
whape, filled with helium and  tested.
However, Congroga would not appropri-

| nte the money Lo run the fine §7,000,000

plant= at Fort Worth and Petrolla.
“Everything there 18 in readincas for
the development of a large heljum
wapply.  Pipe lines have heen lald be-
tween the two stations for the purpose
nf piping the hellum from Petrolin to
Fort Warth. Enough could be develoed
there to fill twenty alrships as large
as the Roma. The great flasks, or tanks,
at Potrolln are sufficlently large to hold
20,000,000,000 cubic feet of hellum,
"Congross {s responsible for allowing

| this valuable gas to go by unused, and

it I¢ responsible for any loss of lifa
which oceurs through the burning of
hydrogen filled envelopen,

“The approprintion of £i00,000 would
permit the working of these plants to
their Tull capacity, and the hellum
could ba stored for future use. Helium
onoe recovered will last forever. Thers
in no loss and it does not evaporate, It
i# an inert gas and does not evaporate.”

“Hetlum iz taken from natural gas
which, as It comea from the wells, =
piped Into a refrigerator. The other |

gnses llquefy, but the hellum remains,
Then the other gases are run off and
une
“"Congress should aet immedjntely to
start up these holivm plants, hecause
when the supply of natural gas In
Texnn (= exhausiad the supply of helium
nleo will be gone. Then the plants will
have to be moved to some other polnt.”
Congress provided §$250.000 last Year
for the operation of the hellum plants,
bt the works had te be shut down on

Jemhber 30 hecausa the funds were In- |
The appropriations had heen |

sufficiont,
eut down K0, Representative Lan-
hum (Dem., Texaa) intends to ask that
90000 be provided in the approapriation
hills this year so that there may be n
full gperntion of

provifion for siorage. The plants are

apernted nintly hy the army and navy

ITmmadintely after the aceldent to the
Romn War Department offlelalns under-
stood

that helium had been In the .
nirshin's pas bage. Tt had been
that the gas wiasa removed bee
was not snough aof It 1t
now developn that the only hellum
which lins besn used In In the navy

dirigibla -7, an atrahip much smaller
than the Roma
Major-Gen, Patriek, Ohlsf of the

Army Air Bervies, will arrive In Wash-
ington Lo-morrow morning on the Nore
folk hoat to veport In person to Beores
tary Weeka on the detalls of the dis-

Blle accident on White Horse Plite Sep-
tember 14 last, died to-day.

Maw n Parm l‘n; Guidles Nation's §
th Bunday's New York Hersld,~Adv,

Probably this substance |

the planta and alsn |

RELATIVES MOURN
HERE FOR VICTINS

Seret. W, J. Ryan's Parents
in Brooklyn Informed
of His Death.

THEIR ELDEST CHILD

Lieut, William FE. Riley
Was Graduate of Yale and

Served in War.

| HE LIVED IN CONNECTICUT

Capt. Frederick J. Durschmidt
Was West Point Graduate
in Class of 1913,

|  The disaster to the Roma hrought
| sorrow to many persons living in and
around New York, for several of the
{!irsl‘!ip's crew Lad relatlves or friends
here,

Sergeant Willlam Joseph Ryan was
mourned by his mother, father and
seven hrothers and sisters at their
home at 180 Conover street, Broaklyn.
He was the oldest of the famlly and
was expected home within a few
monthks, as his enlistment was draw-
ing to a close. A telegram from the
army officers at Langley Tield was
recelved which read as follows:

We regret to advise that your son
met his death as a result of an accl-
dent to the dirigible Roma. Please
advise whether you desire us to ship
his body to you at tke Government's
expense.

Mrs. Ryan expressed hope that the
wmy authorities might have made a
mistake, but his father was convinced
of his death. The voung man was 21
yents old, and was brought to this
country from Ireland when he was a
few montks o'd. When he was 18 he
joined the Al: Service at Mitchel Field
and was promoted to the rank of ser-
geant. He had been working on the
Roma ever since her first flight In
this ecountry.

Troubles of Ryan Family.

The Ryan family has had a long run
of misfortune lately, as three of the
children have just had pneumonia, an~

other measles, a fifth appendicitia and
a =ixth was run over by an automohile.

tim, had only the rank of Master Ser-
geant, he won a commission as Major
Hin the aviation serviee during the war
and served abrond for twe years. He
left no relatives, but when on leave
made his home with Charles Ellis and
his family at M Greenwich street.
Master Sergeant Murray was horn in
England, but came hera bhefore the
Spanishi-American war. e joined the
regulars hers and served in the Bixth
Cuvalry, the Twenty-third Infantry and
| the Forly-ninth Coast Artillery before
going into the aviation serviee.

The wite of First Lieut, Willlam T.
Riley, another vietim, was formerly
Mis=s Mildred FHarschar of &2 Enst
Eighty-sixth street. Her parents, a sls-
ter and two brothera left yesterday to
| 2o to Aberdeen, Md.,, where Mra, Riley
and her flve weeks old baby are Uving.

Lieut. Riley, n resldent of Stamford,
Conn., was overjoyed when he rec:lvel
an order n month ago to joln the Roma.

young at Bt. John's Cathote

Chureh,

man

Studied at Yale.

The Lisutenant was 25 years old.
When a hoy he spent slx years ahroad
for his health and then returned to
attend the Sheffleld Sclentific Bchool ot
Yale, Ie was a member of the class
of 1920 when in 1917 he left college to
foin the Yale balloon battallon. After
his discharge at the end of the war he
again joined the aviation s-rviee and
was sent to the Aberdesn proving
grounds, whence ha was transferred to
duty with the Roma. In addition 1o
his wife and baby he leaves a brother,
Walter, of Stamford ,and a slster, Mre.
| John Leord, alse of Stamford.

Max Durschmidt of Derby, Conn.,
|was intormed yesterday by telogmaph
from Washington that his son, Capt.
Frederick J. Durschmidt, was killed on
| the Momn, and that the body was being
| #ent to Derby for burial. Capt. Dur-
schmidt, 27, was a graduate of West
Point of the clasa of 113,

Staff Sergeant Edward Schumaker,
| 0, was horn In Long Branch and lved
thera all his 1ife untll he entered the
| army thirteen years ago. He was mar-
| ried, but was separated from his- wife.
He
old, who survives him. News of his
denth wan received by Mrs., Sarah Van
Ness, n cousin, of Red Bank, N. J. His
body will be sent to Red Bank.

DIRIGIBLE’S FUTURE
SAFE, SAYS BENSON

| Admiral Declares Craft Can
Be Made Practicable.

Epecial Dispateh to Tue New Yomx Hmarn.
|  Drreorr, Fob, 22.—Despite America’s
two dlsusters with dirigibles the dirls
|llh!- can he made practieable for army
unid navy observation work.

This i= the oplnlon of Rear Admiral
Willlam 8 Bonson, 1. 8, N, retired, who
o in Detrolt, T don't belleve, ' oweéver,
dirtgibien will be of any use ar combat
muachines,” Admirnl Benson sald, "“They
cannot be defended by men in them but
only by other machines abot them, and
thin are of uss only for observation.

“I have slways beon of the convio-
tian that the kite balloon Is more useful

for navy observation worlk than the
dirigible,  However, our two falluros—
the dipanter in England and the recent

ane
dlmen

a—dn nat mean that we should
the dirlgible for army and navy

| v, Mhey wlmply mean we must go on
I'\gn rimenting and  Investigating until
we hava the alrahipe perfected to the

point whera they will ba safe,'

REUMMAGE & \Il.lu rom « I.l‘iltl'l'\ .

A three das

riummags sale aof clothes,

Late, and books In partieulnr will e
held nt 11 East Fortsfifth street to-
day, to-morrow and ®aturday for the

benefit of the hoalth ¥ rrosu maintained
by thr slume of ths Chapin sechool
at Grosvenor Nelghborlood House, [o-
natlens murked “ruremage” may  ba
13t st the Chapin sghool, &3 Kast Wifty.
peventh street of at the shop during
the sale,

Although James Murray, another vie- |

A detail of officers from the Aberdeen |
proving srounds will ge to Stamford |
on Sunday to attend the funeral of the |

had one daughter about 17 years |

'ROMA WELL TRIED,
SAYS GEN. MITCHELL

|
Assistant Chief-of Air Service
| Recalls Tests Here and
i Abroad.
|

| FORESEES NEW POLICY

Does Not Believe Dismantling
' for Shipment Injured
| 11I-Fated Craft. |

‘ Spevial Cable to Tre New Yomk Hemaun.
| Copyright, 1922, by Tuw New Youx Hpaaep.

New York Hernld Bureau, |

Berlin, Feb, 22,
‘“My confldence "in dirigibles I8 un-
| shaken," declared Brig.-Gen. Willlam 8.
| Mitchell, Assistant Chief of the United
States Alr Bervice, to-day, “but 1 admit
the Homa eatagtrophe will exercise an
Iinfluence upon the American aviation
polley, Coming so soon after the 2R-2
{1R-38) disaster, it couldn't be expected

to be otherwlse."

The General was awaiting eagerly de- ]
tails of the accldent, especially because
all of the offlcers aboard the Homa were
of hig acqualntunce. e denied that the
fact the Homa' had been tuken npart
| to be shipped to Americw involved risks,
Land sald the Americans, in setting up
| the dirvigible, had improved upon the

work of the ltaliana, The Rtoma, in hig
opinion, was thopoughly reliable and
proved its worth in numberiess trials,
{toth in 1taly, where it was flown all
| over the country under test conditions—
| onve with former American Ambassador
| itobert Underwood Johnson as presenger
—and In America, where It had shown
the greatest atability., When informed
that experts believed the ZR-2 collapssd
because it tried to maneuver at full speed
Instead of with the engines half shut
down, a3 in German practice, Gen,
Mitchell answered: “The Roma always
maneuversd at full speed.”

Gien. Mitehell arrived n few days ago
from Italy, wiere he has been seriously
itk of pnewmonia, and 8 leaving next
| weak for England, via, Holland, in con-
| tinuation of his tour of aerinl investiga-
| tion over Burope for the Amerfcan Alf
| Service, 1t is =ald he has been deeply
| Interested  here  In negotiations  with
P Germany to delivey a Zeppelin airship to
| the United States, but this he deeclined
to discoss,

"It wae known to me long ago that
the steering gear of the airship Roma
wias Inadeguate, and that its gas buag |
was not particularly good." maid Diet-|
rich . Nording, one of Germany's lead- |
ing uirship engineers, In an interview |
with the correspondent for Tue New |
Yok HeERALD to-day. "On the dccasion
of the airship's transportation {rom
Ttaly to America,” he added, it was
taken apart and erected upon its arrival
at Langley Field. 1 consider such pro-
cedure with large siged alrships too
| dungerous.  Of course, it is not known |
| whether one of these reasons was ro-|

gpongible for the r'n;uﬂil'l'iphl'." :-un-|
tinued Tierr Nording., who was In
| charge of the technieal development of |

the entire German aerial floet during
the war. At present he is a director of
the Schuette Lanz Company, one of |
| Germnny's. foremost bullders of air-
| shipe. ’

“1 faresaw the destruction of the
Romi,” he declared. *and in my artl-|
ele that T pubished in the '.\hmm;‘her|m‘1I
Neuste Nachrichten of September 6, |
last year, I predicted several accldents |
of this kind. Whils systematic airship|
building and operation abroad are quite |
young, Germany was gaining much ex- |
perience. Owing to the pressure of cir-!

cumstanees, our airship industry under- |
went  greater developmenta  in fmu-1
vears

than otherwise it would have
within twenty. {

"The good will, energy and ingenuity |
of the Americans alone are not suffi-
gient, A wvast practical experience is
indispensable not only in construction
but also in field operation. Accidents
ke that of the Roema mean both la-

ENGLAND AND ITALY
SHOCKED OVER ROMA

Grief Expressed in Rome for
Fate of Men.

Roxs, Feb, 22  (Assoclated Presz).—
Gen, de Selbert, chief of tulian
Aviation Service, to-day dec’lned te dis-
cuss the possible cause of the disaster
to the great American alrship Roma,
which was purchased from ITtuly. He
declared the scant teohnieal information
obtainable from the dspatches reaching
Romp dealing with the destruction of
the airship did not afford sufficient
ground on which te farm an opinion.

Tne newspapera to-day print columns
regarding the aeeldent and in recalling
incidents surrounding the Roma during
her bullding and trips she made in Italy.

The exprosalons of grief wore gencral
in aviation ¢ircles here to-day, us many
of the orew of the illfated Roma had
made many friendships among the
Italian offfcers and with Itallan fami-
iies, The Americans were familiar fig-
urcs on the strects of Rome for many
months,. They virtually had camped at
the aviation grounds at Clampino and
knew every official connected with it,

the

Loxpox, Feb, 22 (Assoclated FPress).—
Newa of the destrdetlon of the United
Staies army diriglble Roma is thy out-
standing feature in London morning
newspapers, which print long descriptive
accounts of the tragedy and pietures of
the alrahip. Similarity of the details
with those of the destruction of fhe R-38
at Hull last summer s widely remarked.
The Times says editorlally that while in

the Huil tragedy the people of the United |

States and Great Brituin Joined in a
common sorrow this time the blow las
fallen on America alone, but England
feels with her and for her to-day no less
than she @it when her owr sons were
numbered among the dead.”

TO AID ROMA INQUIRY.

Balloon Expert Starty for Langley
. Fleld,

Dayrox, Ohlo, Feb, ~3, Q. Cor-
bott, balloon expert attached to MeCook
Field, left Dayton this afteerncon for
Langley Field to ald the Awr Serviee
Board in its investigation of ihe Homna
aceident, Records of the several Me-
Conk Field men killed in tha crash show
that nearly all were married and have
children. No arrangements for their

an

funeral have been made, as oMicials are

awaiting word on the retura of

bodles.

the

EARTHQUAKE AT NICARAGUA.

Ometepe in Eraption and Islanders
Fleeing.

MANAGUA, Nicaragua, Feb, 22.—Con-
tinued earth shocks are reported in the
Dropartments of Granada, Carazo and
Rivas. Some damage hae been done to
bulldings,

The volcano Ometepe is erupting enor-
mous streams of lava and the inhabl-
tanta of the islands of Ofmetepe and
Madelirn, in Lake Nicaragum; have fled
to zones of safety,

|

|
|
|

LIEUT. BURT FELL OFTEN.

Crandmother Hecalls Plunge Into
Lake Michignan.

Ainuguengry, Feb. 23.—Lliaut, Byron
T. Buet, Jr,. ona of the men who o8-
eaped injury in the Roma dlsaster, wuas
the pilot of an army balloon i the in-
ternutional race of Septembar 26, 1018,
and fell into Lakea Michlgan and was
rescued after being adrift nearly holf a
day, aceording to his grandmatoer, Mre,
H. M. Burt, who resldes here, He was
in the world war and was In three
dirlgibles which were shot down, escap-
fng each time.

_—

Robert Fulton taking
his little boat up the
Hudson,

The invention of
steam navigation —a
lucky strike for him.

LUCKY
STRIKE.

When we discovered the
toasting process six years
ago, it was a Lucky Strike
for us. !

Why? Because now
millions of smokers prefer
the special flavor of the
Lucky Strike Cigarette —
because

it’s Toasted*

% —which seals in the
delicious Burley flavor

And also because it's
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mentahle and perfectly less suorl- |
fice. That which is more tragic than |
the material lo=s | the loss of so many
1ives and at the same time the lives of
spocinlists, who are the most difffenlt
to replace,

“The Ttallans at present are not the
fittest teachers for America In alreraft
construction and eperation. This Is
proved by the fact that the German
alrships surrendered to Italy under the
pence treaty went to smash as soon as
tha Ttalians teok charge of them,

“Already we had learned what othera
only now are beginning to learn, so our
experienes vouchsafes the fullest meaa-
ure of security. Catastrophes like the
Rowman's are avoidabla and merely com-
promise airship serviee in the eyes of
the publie. Why ehould net America
and Ciermany cordially eooperate in the
development of airship sepviee? With
| Ameriea's enthusiasm, ingenulty and
| financial means, and the German aerial
| Industry’s exparience, the greatest re-
| sultas for the benefit of mankind would
be achleved.”

| KIN MOURN SCHULENBURG.

i Rocitester, N, Y., Feb, 22—Clmries N.
Schulenburg, 41, & motor mechanie, re-
ported among the vietims killed In the
collapse of the dirlgible Roma, waus a
former vesldent of Senecn Falls, He fs

survived by his father, Charles, of
BElmira, two brothers, Raymond of
Seneca Falls and Harry of Pittsburgh,
Pa. Schulenburg left Seneca Falla five
years ago.

_—

Variegated Weather
Morning—Snow and cold
Afternoon—Warm—slushy
Evening—Ra’'n—thunder
Night—Freezing, slippery

N. Y. Evenimg Jovrnal,

| Freak weather is keeping the
|city guessing—four  startling
| changes in twenty-four hours,
! What do you suppose happened
[to food in the window-sill ice
box — frozen — thawed — wet —
" frozen again? To be kept whole-
 some, food must be kept at ap-
| proximately an even tempera-
| ture.
| There's no counting on the weather, hut
yoe ean depend upon Knickerboeker [re
i all weather—delivered a0 regularly
yor ean “almost sel your clook by the
delivery man's areival.”

Knickerbocker

ICE
Company

AeoLiaN CoMPANY

Offers This Exquisite
SMALL GRAND PIANO

« 5645

ISBEAUTIFUL instrument, The Stu
Sml]l C'nl'tmi.':'f coa:bim the true
quality of tone, the superiority of
action and the b auty of case design on'y to be

found in grand p anos.

We wish to cal the attention of music - overs to the
advantages of this Grand Piano for a
smal. rooms. But 4 feet, 10 inches in length it oecu-

upright—yet .t brings to your home the distinctive
clegance of a grand piano,

Moderate Monthly Payments
Liberal Allowances on Pianos Taken in Excnange

THE AEOLIAN COMPANY

AEOLIAN HALL, 29 WEST 42nd STREET

pies Eractically the same amount of space as an
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