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¢ Plays on Many Stag

- Where the Greatest_
1 z Blazed Trail Sporting Goods
Increase of Little Theaters proe i
the Boulevard in the World

(o)

Madison Avenue and Forty-fifth Street

Changes the Playgoer’s Map

Houses Off the Beaten Track Stimulate Interest in the |
Stage, Encourage Search for Novelties and *

Give the Unknowns a Chance.
A !

Tweeds Lead in

Country and Town

By LAWRENCE REAMER.

THE increase in the number of New York's little theaters has changed
noticeably the map of the playgoer, His course is no longer con-
fined to Broadway. He may wander to every quarter of the town
with the certainty of finding drama in one form or another.

A decade ago such theaters were unknown here. One went to the
Broadway playhouses or stayed at home. It was not possible to make

a journey in those days to the eastern end of Grand street In order tq

‘view the dramas of Shaw, or Dunsany, Galsworthy, Barker O'Neill, or
some equally modern dramatist. This has been for the past two seasons
the object of the Neighborhood Playhouse, which seems to have departed
far from its\original purpose as the dramatic adjunct of the Henry Street

Gettlement. Yet the theater 18 the most fascinating of the arts, Once it

takes hold of the imagination its thrall is likely to endure, No wonder %

the Nelghborhood Playhouse so much enjoys its dramatic activities. eXHYS in
“The FIRST

Just how eager New York theateYgoers are to search for whatever

may be new and promising in the theater the audience that traveled FTY YEARS!'

Miss FRANCES WHITE
TAYLOR

down to the Hast Side on a recent stormy night quite impressively Princess

revealed. It is not \!11. the least to be blamed on the institution that the X5 OLMES /n *

évent was not at all what this loyal public had expected. The largé b G534 1 Miss PEGGY WOOD

dudience was no more a compliment to Mr. O'Neill than an evidence of  Shwbert an "MA LAINE !, .

the playgoer's willingness to depart from the beaten track. Broscd hurst. !
eT o

Scarcely less remote ig the little theater of the Provincetown Players,
who have won their greatest distinction through Introducing the plays of
Bugene O'Nelll. “Emperor Jones,” which is, after all, his most interesting
work so far as the public goes, first saw the light there, and it iz to the

- rare perception of the actors of the Provincetown group that the engage-
ment of Charles Gilpin to play the title role is to be credited. Imn all
some nine plays by this dramatist have been brought forward by the
powers of this active 1ittle theater, None of the other groups has been !
go daring in ita originality as the minds that exhibit their progress in |
the little playhouse on Macdougal street. On the cother hand none has

. collected such a theater. The bound volume of the plays performed by
the organization during the past few years of its existence has proved
of value not only to the amateur actors but of interest to readers.

These little theaters “on the side,” as they call them in Paris, naturally
originated in the City of Light. In no other capital is the existence of
the drama so vital. These little playhouses, since they are less expensive
than the wusual commercial theater, are the homes of experiment and
artistic adventure, A play may live here on a sum that wguld mean
speedy extinction under the burdens of the commer:ial playhouse. Even
our own little theaters probably would have contributed nothing to the |

eanre

LASCEQES
in"BACK TO
METHUSELAH".

contemporaneous drama If they cost as much as a stage in one of thei

Forties or on Broadway. .

And two houses which have done#-

#o much as Introduce BEugene O'Nelll
and make up its repertoire from Shaw,
Dunsany, Barker and Galsworthy can-
not but possess an important influence
in any community that takes its
drama seriously. Nowhersa does there
seem to be such serlousness about the
art of the stage as in thess two play-
liouses, allen as at least one of them
may be In the character of much of
its attendance, 4

Thae Greenwich Village Theater,
probably because |t seems larger and
more comfortable, falls less naturally
into the list of the theaters on the
side. although it I8 certainly far
enough from the broad way of the
drama. TYet it never seems to lose
altogether the atmosphers of a hot-
house. One plwaya expects that the
play if it pleases the public, will be
moved on to & larger auditorium, The
general alm of the Greenwich Yillage
Theater, however, ls always In the
direction of a higher artistic standard
than the commercial theater always
malntains, Topographlcally, rather
than in any ather way, does tha Sherl-
Ldan Square playhouse seem to be-
long in the list of the thegters on the
side.

Moving the a‘uevnln.
The process of moving the successes
on is not confined by any means to
the Greenwich Village Theater. Even

Granville Barker's “Madras House,"
which would seem fitted only to the
exotic atmosphere of a more or less
private theater, had o briel term of
exhibition at the National after its
Grand strest popularity was ex-
hausted. -

The Provincetown Players have ex-
hibited & eertaln eangerness to get up-
town, It Was, of course, inevitable that
“Hmperor Jones" should be seen In
another and a lesa exclusive environ-
ment while “Diff'rent” deserved Its
revelation to uptown audiences, The
band of Macfougal street actors even
took the Princess Theater for-a brief
term and there tried CGeorge Cram
Cook's “"The Spring” on the desert
Broadway alr, while “The Verge" en-
joyed the hospitality of the Theater
Guild at the Garrick Theater long
enough to allow Miss Wypherly to be
ween In the leading role. Few of these
theaters on the side are ever satis-
fied to let thelr successes remajn in
the atmosphere to which it has pleased
their artistic fathers to call them.

The Theater Luild Is of course cons-
ducted on a stale so much more am-
bitfous that Its only possible resem-
blance (o the other theaters mentioned
i# the lack of financial galn back of
the enterpriese, It |8 not primarlly
conducted for profit. But its opera-
tions have met with far reaching sue-
coss, No task seems to stump its pro-
moters, as the current representations
of Hernard Shaw's “Back to Methu-
selah” seem to demonstrate, It s

Indeed abroad secking the difficulties |

that It may overcome.

direct descondant of ™he Washington
Square Players. Tnteresting as their
nccomplishments were they sot for
themeelves an Impossible task. It Is
jmpossible to Interost the New York
publle in a program of one act plays.

Snccess of “The Grand Guignol."

Such has heen the sucoess of the
“Grand Guignol,” which s & name
that has come to have Its significance
vver the theater world. It was not
possible for such an axparlmant.ln
flourieh here, as Holbrook Blinn and
hia Yassoclates demonsatrated. There
waa, of course, tha diMiculty that the
programa were altogether one act
dramas. Then their character falled
to mrouss any sympathetic response
In theatergoers, - Prosperity for such
an Institution ls net altogether o
fted to Latin countries, however.
Hich a theater secms to flourish In
London, -

The yearly increass of the impors

The Theater | Miss Irens
Gulld s of course the more or less | Frank

incetown groups proves the Interest in
theatergoers in what they have to of-
fer. At the first representation of
“The First Man" at the Neighborhood'
lagt week there were some of the'
regular attendants at such plays as
the uptown theaters offer who had
no other interest In the downtown
plays‘than the desira to be there also
at tha first representations, When
the so called “first nighters"” are to
be found over near Grand street and
Bast River as well as on the upper
stretches of Macdougal gtreet the trall
{s extending in many new directions,

The ministrations of these theaters
are all for the good of thd art
They keep the activily always on tap.
New writers, so indispensable to the
theater, find a hearing in them. Genl-
uses may not always be discovered,
but the fleld of the theater's subjects
is materially broadened. Many inter-
esting experiments in stagecraft have
found thelr suceees in the playhouses,

The constantly increasing interest
in the theater among all classes has
kept step with the progrese of the
ecinema. Maybe there {s a recognis-
abls relation betwean them. It is to
this interest morgover that the growth
of the small theaters is to be attrib-
uted, It ean also be sald without
prejudice that the achievements of
the theaters on the side have in every
way justified the Interest In them,
They have been an undeniable advan-
tage to the Amorican theater. They
have earned the right moréover te
take themselves seriously.

Dunsany Play in Bill at
Lenox Little Theater

The Lenox Hill Players, composed en-
tirely of professional actors, will produce
a bill of one act plays at the Lenox
Littla Theater, 52 m;t. ﬁannly-em‘m
stroet, beginning Mare .

The first bill will Include “The Slip-
per of Yvanne," by Mark Swan; “The
Clittering  Gate,” by Lord Dunsany;
“The ¥og,* by Frederick Truesdell, and
“At the Hawk's Well,” by Willlam But-
ler Yeuts; the last a new form of stage
entertainment,

Robert Edeson, Miss Laura Walker,
Willlam B, Mack, @reighton Hale, David
Lindley, Miss Allce Davenport, Lloyd
Neal and other well known players are
in the casts.

Ashmead Eldridge Scott ia director of
the organization and the stage direction
i in the hands of Cecil Owen, who has
been associated in n similar capacity
with a number of Broadwny successes.

Actresses to Aid
Jewish Relief Fund

fneluded among the voluntesr_enter.
tainers and patronesses who will take
part in the benefit which Miss Sophie
Tucker 18 arranging for the Jewish Re-
lef Fund next Tuesday evening after
the theater in the Prradlse ecrystal
room, formerly Relsenwober's, are Miss
inie Janis, Irving Belln, Harry Carroll,
Bordoni, 1. Ray G«t:i‘.
Tay, Clarencs Nordstrom and |

Miss Hdythe Baker, “Frisco.”
Clard Joeol, Mian Ada Lewis, Doraldina, |
Eugene 0'Brien, B, C, Hillam, William |
Boyd, Harry Rowe, Vincent Lopex and
his Pennsylvania Hotel orchesira, the
“Tangarine’ quartet, stars from "H'I:lgt-

Mins || .
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‘Dulcy’ Among the
. Plays in Brooklyn

“Duley,” tha comedy by George 8.
Kaufman and Mare Connelly, having
eompleted Its long run at the Frages
Theater, will be moved acroas the East
River to-duy to begin & week's engage-
ment at the Montauk Theater to-mor-
row night. Miss Lynn Fontanns, who
poored In the title role, continuea to
head the company.

"Getting Gertie’s Uarter,” the A, FL
Woods farce, will be presented at the
Majestio Theater, The plece s by Wil-
son Colllson and Avery Hopwood, In
tha oast are Miss Wanda Lyon, Walter
Jones and Mra. Dorothy Mackaye,

8ir Harry Lauder, with several sur-
rounding acts, will appear at the Brook-
Iyn Academy of Musie next Wednesday
and Thursday, matines and evening, He
will sing several new mongs of his own
eomposition, Including “! Know a Lassie
Out In O-H-1-0." ;

iy |
Ous Bdwarda with his new revue will

top the bill at the Orpheum., Others will
be Lewls and Dody, Toto and Dixte
Norton and Coral Melnotte.

Theater Benefit
To Aid Bellevue

A benefit performance will be glven
at the Times Square Theater, Sunday
evening, March 19, under the ausploes
of tha first surgloal dlvision of Balle-
vus Hospital to raise §1.000 to purchase
X-ray equipment. According to Miss
Fose Brown, secretary of the first gur-
gloal divislon of Bellevus, thd new
equipment will be uged In the outdoor
patient department.
slsts of four volupteer workers, Mras,
Robert Carle, Jr., chalrman; Mrs, J. AL

, Miss Mabel Ross and Miss
Gourltle. At the performance “The Lit-

A quartet from the New York FPolice
CHeo Club,

IN UPTOWN FLAYHOUSES.

Georgs M. Cohan's comedians pre-
sented by Sam M. Harris in the musical
comedy ‘““Mary,"”" will be the attraction
At the Shubert-Riviera Theater, begine
ning to-mgrrow night. '

“East Is Went'" ia the comedy by
Samuel Shipman and John B. Hymer In
which Willlam Harris, Jr., will present
Fay Bainter at the Bronx Opera Housa
| for a weel.

~

Calendar of First Performances

fle Along” and mumerous others b
Miss Tucker herself,

Charles Hackett Sings
At the Scala in Milan

New York Criends of Charles TTackett,
American have recoived word
thut he has scorod a success at the
Seala In Milan sa Almavive In
Barber of Beville' This was the first
time an American had aver bean asked |
to open the senson In Ttaly's most fa-
mous opera house,

Tollowlng his Milan engagement Mr
Haokett went to Monte Carlo, whore he
gang Cavardosst In "Tosca." After his
Monte Carlo engungemeont Mr. Haokstt
will go to Parla to sing at the Opera
Comique, This Will be the first time
thnt an Amertban tenor has smng at thia

tance of the Nelghborhood and Prov- inetitution |

A
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art Balrd and Al Bexton.

Tom Powera,

Defour,

TO-DAY.
LONGACRE THEATER (MauUnee)=—“(alathes,” French eomic opsra by
Masse, will have (s firat presentation here. The title role will be
played by Mlle. Eva Leonl, who translated the Miretto into English.
Other singers will be Michasl Navarell, Carlo Coreill and Mario Pa-
gano. There will be a chorus and ballet,

MONDAY.

BHURERT THEATER—Lea & J. J. Shubert will present Miss Frances
White and Taylur Holmes |n “The Hotel Mouse,” a three act musical

dy, book by CGuy Bolton, lyrics by Clifford Grey and music by

the late Ivan Caryll and Armand Vegsey, It is founded on a French
comedy by Germidon and Armont, deallng with a young woman com-
pelled by her supported uncle to prey uwpon the guests of Continental
hoteln. Others in the east are Miss Fay Marbe, Barnett Parker, Btow-

PRINCESS THEATER—"The First Fifty Years,” a drama of married life
by Henry Myers, will be produced by Lorens M. Hart and Irving 8.
Btrpuse, with only two charactgrs, played by Miss Clare Fames and

GARRICK THEATER-—The Theater Gulld presents the third ahd jast
soetion of “Dack to Methuselah,” entitled “As Far as Thonght Can
Reach.” This pection, directe! by Phillp Moeeller, will have the casts
of the previous parts, beeldes a group of dancers trained by Ellse

TUESDAY.

BOOTH THEATER—"The Truth Abont Blayds,"” comedy by A. A. Milnk,
presented by Winthrop Amea. In the cast are O, P, Heggle, Miss Alex-
andra Carlisle, Ferdinand Gottachalk, Miss Vane Featherston, Lealle
Howard, Prieda Tnescort and Gllbert Emery,

o

The committee con- |

tlay Minister" will be screened nnd there |
will also be a comedy, and pumbers by |

A TDid You Hear?

About the Theatrical Man
Who Refnsed to Meet Squir-
rels and Abont the Lip-
stick Theater.

By LUCIEN COLEVES.
ON!:‘. of the singers who came to

1
| the United Btates last meason
| and had such an unfortunate
| timo that she altogether refused to|
come back here sven te sing at the
Metropolitan Opera House this win- |
ter has found the usual success now
that she ls once more on her native
heath. This s Mme. Selma Kurs
During the whole of her stay here
the soprano was IIl with bronchitls
rette Taylor in “The National Anthem* | and eventually she had also to strug-
at Henry Miller's Theater, sturted by |#le against & stats of nervousness of
i"ymg to become s member of the legn! | the kind described s nervous prostri-
|rrnurnllr. He Is & New Yorker, as all | tion mo long as doctors thought that
| Ms family have becn, the Intter having | syeh a thing existed. When she ap-
had business Ifterests In the clty for| peared at the Vienna Opern House as
maore than four generations. His grand- | Gdlda at tha beginhing of her scason
father was & member of the bar fifty | It was declared that she had never

Miss :
ESTELLE .
| WINWOOD /n “"MADAME
PIERRE"... Rity Theatre

Ralph Morgan Left :
Law for the Stage

Ralph Morgan, leading man with Lau-

years ago and it was inevitable that|been in better volee. Her subsequent
voung Ralph should have a legal 1rn1n-IﬂDFFBl‘lncu have served to make her
ing. He graduated from Columbia, olans :;;‘m more popular than ever with the |
194, and took s supplementary coumse| ' crnose public. Mme. Kurx is now|
In 1AW, CHHEE & dsgres i 1008 ualrl'r'tf‘»m than ever before convinced that |
+ & ol o | the fates have decided she will always |
afterwards served as a lawyer's elork. | hava hor greatest success on the
He did mueh In the way of amateur | hanks of the Danube.
theatricals when at Columbia, and took J
part In Ibsen's “Love's Comedy,” whion Révaming_the Prosems.
wan produced at the Hudson Theater in| One of the reeent passengers to Fu-
rope was Mme. Queena Mario, who s

| 1907, His performapce in that play
came under the notice of the late Mrs. | BOINE abroad to make her first opsratls
H. L. Fernandes, who advised him to | @PDearance om the other side of the
| ga in for m stock traininm. This he did | ccean. Mma. Marlo, who ia a Naw
| with Larry Giffen, who then eondueted | York wgirl, ‘reversed the usual process
& stock company nt Richmond, Va. Mr, | 0f the oparatic career. She made her
Morgan started in at a salary of §38 a | firat appearance here, pang for two
wesk, playing genersl utiiity. veara with the Onlle company and wis
Richard Bennstt was the leading muen | then engaged by Antonlo Ecotti for hia
ef the company and the first play waa | CPera company. So groat was her suo-
| “'Phe Prisoner of Zends,” in which Mr. | fo88 with him that she Is to be one of
| Morgan played the role of the artiat in | the leading memberns of the sume organ-
the second act. His chanoe eamse, hows. | i3ation on Its spring tour.

| aver, in the next production, which was | In tha meantimes, Mme. Marie has
| #*The Three of Us' in whish he had| ¥one to sing in Paris, Mian, Monte
the Juvenile role. After that eame tha | Carls and the leading opera houses of
part of the Imp In “When We Ware | France and ltaly. Next winter she will
| Pwenty-One.” This was followed m,lbe abroad during the whole year

with fourfeen weeks of juvanile. roles,

which, besides giving Him the necessary Mario Launrenti's Death.
experionce, mada him a favorite In There wepe pecullarly sad eslrcum-

Niehmond. Following this Initinl sxpe- | stunces surrounding the death of young

rlanea In the theatrieal world, his sub- | Mario Laurent! of the Metropolitan, whe
| seqpuient eneecr was from one producton |

W ol hor Coulidie on Page Nine,

lassies and her colorful tweeds, is Spring’s
fashion source.

Not in kilties, but in picturesque frocks, suits,
topcoats and capes of tweeds will the American
woman bring the air of the Highlands to city
avenue and country ramble.

Tweeds are the smart fabrics of the season—
and Abercrombie & Fitch is the house of tweeds.

SCOTLAND. with her heather, her rosy-cheeked

Original Models—Exclusive Tweeds

Youthful in Figure, ¢
Simple in Line,
Abercrombie & Fitch
Frocks and Suits
More Numerous
and Diversified Than
in Any Former
Spring Season—
From the Tweed
Dress and Cape Outfit
Shown Above
at $52.00, ora
Tweed Suit, Silk
Lined, at $29.50, to
Suits of Finest
Imported Tweeds,
up to $150.00

Abercromble & Fitch
Hats and Walking
Shoes Specially
Designed for Spring
Tweed Outfits, Shown
in Great Variety

Topcoats, Sport and Steamer Coats

“The Dover,”

a Steamer Coat of
Imported Plaid
and Plain Fleeces,
at $75.00
is an Example
from the Complete
and Unusual
Abercrombie & Fitch
Assortment of
Steamer, Motor
and Sporting
Spring Topcoats, in
Camel's Hair
Tweeds and Fleeces,
Beginning with
a Tweed Slipon at
$39.50
and Ranging up to
$110.00

Write for New Booklet 3n Women's Town and Country Clothes
for Spring end Sammaer—Mailed Free

dbercrombie & Fitch Co-

Ezra H. Fitch, President
Madison Ayenue and Forty-fifth Street




