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Plainfield Starts Vigorous Campaign to Swell Ranks of
- Its Home Owners---Makes Its Strongest Bid for Metro-
politanites Who Are Tired of Flat Dwelling---Hires

Residents of Plainfleld, N. J., devoted 1

to & plan to expand a city of beautiful

homes are to-day breathing easler than
they did a few weeks ago. The fear that

the residential sections of the city would |

be further developed without the gulding
hand of modern laws and restrictions
Has been allayed by the adoption by the
city government of a new code of bulld-
ing regulations and by an approprlation
of §$4,000 to engage Herbert S8wan of the
New York city zoning committes to
make a prellminary suryey for the adop=
tlon of n soning ordinance. y

The Chamber of Commerce of the
Plainfields 1= an enthusiastic backer of
the zoning p and the organization
has appointed a speclal committee to co-
operate with Mr. Swan and the city gov~
ernment ih drawing up the zoning or-
dinanpce. eld, lke many other
subarban cities, 1a now belng serlously
consldered by hundreds of New York
business men as a future commuting
home, and during the past year all pre-
vious building records have been
eclipged. Plans filed at the office of the
bullding Inspector so fur this spring in-
‘dleate that Plainfield will be the scene
of even greater actlvity during 1922,

With a Mayor and clty government
who are doing everything in thelr power
to add attractive features to an already
modern eity, Plainfleld—long known as
the Queen City of New Jersey—has been
summing up Its attractive features dur-
ing the past few weeks, and ls now pre-
‘pared through its Chamber of Com-
merce, to launch a vigorous advertising
gampaign in Greater New York, where
Plainfield eitizens belleve there are hun-
drods of business men who would wel-
come an opportunity to locate a home
in a commuting district with excep-
tlonal advantages,

Situated in the lee of the famous

atchung Mountains, twenty-four miles
pouthwest of New York, on the Central
Rallroad of New Jersay, Plainfield be-
Meves Its climatie, educational, moral
und social conditions are of such high
ptundardas that the man with a family to
bring up and educate will find it a most
ngreeable place in which to locate. Sur-
Founding Plainfield are many beautiful
hort automoblle drives into the moun-
tn.ln districts and the tuperior type of
resldonces can only be truly appreciated
by persona who have taken the time to
explore the city and its environs.
" Feor & long time some of the natlve
cltizens unfortunately maintalned an
imaginary Chinese Wall around the elty.

. New York Expert to Devise Zoning Plan

IF A TOWN MAY BE JUDGED BY ITS PUBLIC BUILDINGS, PLAINFIELD'S CITY HALL SPEAKS
ELOQUENTLY FOR THE QUEEN CITY.
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FOR PLAINFIELD DWELLINGS.

In the last few years, however, Plain-
fleld has undergons a transformation
and the spirit of enterprise has man-
fested Itself. To-day many New York
business men are taking advantage of
the opportunity to acquire some of the
desirable building sites on ths market
and in constructing their homes they
have found In Plainfleld models worthy
of duplication.

The Plainfleld Chamber of Commerce
i# now determined to carry Its message
of opportunity to hundreds of home-
seekers In the vicinlty of New York, and
welcomea Inguirles about the clty. In
connection with ita campalgn it has con-
tracted for a hooth at the “Own Your
Own Home" exposition which will be
held In New York at the Bixty-ninth

| Regiment Armory from April 22 to 30.
| Representatives of the chumber wiil be
in constant attendance at the exposition
ond in booth 22 there will be an ax-
hibit of scenes Hlustrative of Plainfleld’s
beauty.

The thriving Jersey town has been
dominated by & spirit of enterprise
ever sines 1818, when rallroad promot-
«rp first visited the place and sought
financlal assistance In the construction
of a rallroad to conneet with Ellzabeth-
port and thence by ferry with New York
city, At that time the village of Scotch
Plains pearby was larger than Plain-
field and was offered the same oppor-
tunity to obtain - rallroad facilities.
Scotch Plalns, however, did not respond,
and the early progressiveness of Plain-
fleld’s citizens resulted In the construc-

May Not Cost City a Cent
to Move Unsightly ‘L’ Spur

Proceedings looking te the removal of
the long Uved Forty-second sireet “L"
ppur nave developed an Interesting sit-
kantion which may. fesult in the tearing
down of the ugly old superstructure
witkaut a cent of expense to the city
br to the property owners in the nelgh-
porhood, George MeAneny, chalrman of
the Trapsit Commission, has volced the
oplnlon that the placement of the pillars
pupporting the structure and the locs-
tiom of the stalrway In front of the Grand
Central Station constitute encrochmenis
under the terma of the franchise held by
the Manhattan Elevated Rallway Coms-
panz. 72 his opinlon Is sustained by the
Corporation Counsel's office, authorities
feclars, the rallway company will find
it cheaper to demolish the spur than to
have the plilars set back to the side-
walk line where they belong and to have
the stalrway removed.

Pendipg the decision on thls point the
eity authorities, prodded Into action by
the unceasing efforts of the Forty-second
Btreet Property Owners and Merchants
Assoclation, have actually ordered the
beginning of the condemnation proceed-
ings through which the damage dus the
rallrond for the tearing down of the
wpur will be flxed. The case has heen
placed In the handa of Assistant Cor-
poration Counsel Lamont and notices
ol the proceedings have been printed
swe pasted up on the plllars of the
elevated strugture. Edward W. For-
rast, secrotary of the association which
has led the flght agninst the offending
‘structiire, hopes that the oase may bae
plaged on ths Supreme Court calendar
for the spring term, in which event the
ipotual demolition of the struciure by

ext fall would not be impossible.
rmﬂlmg to Mr. Forrest the damage
{te the rallway from tho loss of its

nchise will be borne by the property
gwners in the nelgh affected.
be an

s

amount to much because of the fact
that the apur has been operuted n
loss for the last thres yeara. In Marceh,
1831, Mr. Forrest declarss, representa-
tives of the company testiffed before
Puoblle Bervice Comminsioner Barrett
that the operation of the apur was cost-
ing the company $30,000 a year,

“In view of the loud cry of poverly
ralged by Frank Hedley, president of
Interborough,” sald Mr. Forrest, ‘it
soams rather Inconsistent that the trac-
tlon Interests should .continie to lose
$20,000 & year on the chance that tha
court will award them blg damages for
an obsolete structure. ‘The raflroad
company claims, of course, to have paid
something over $400,000 for easements
nlong the way, but in the meantime they
have had the use of the spur for many
years. ‘The actunl cost of tearing down
the structure will be met by the elty,
but this, I understand, will bhe more
than offset by the price recelved for the
salvaging of the materinl In the old
wpur.  Untll the damages have been
fixed, however, the clty will not vest
title In the structure. This eourse wi'l
14 rmit it to withdraw in case the amount
sottled uwpon in the condemnation pro-
coeding ls excesslve.”

o certaln are property holders In the
neighborhood that the spur |s #con to
paen into the realm of reminiscence that
property values are already beginning
to Jump tn the block between Third and
Lexington avenues, which has long dwalt
In the ahadow cast by the sinlster o.1
traction Intruder. Reoal ostate specu-
Iators, always on the alert for oppor-
tunities of the kind, are sald to be
sllently wslipplng from one property
owner to anothar, endeavoring to met
options on avallable sites, But the prop-
erty owners in thls blook, which has

rardly known an important structural
improvement In the last forty years, ure

wino alive to the changing eituation,
rumon hasds .

| e

refused an offer for the Hotel Ennls at
152 East Forty-second street, which was
far anbove the provalling market wvalue
for that property. Other property own-
ors, {t |8 sald, are doing llkewlaas on the
theory that values wjll jump from 20 to
26 per cent. when the tearing down of
the shuttle on stilta lets a little bit of
heaven ino the distriet,

It ig also rumored that some of the
blg ownera contemplate worthwhile
Improvements. The Goelet estate for
example 1a sald to have recently re-
fused to grant long leases to the ten-
ants In its properties at the southoast
corner of Lexington avenue and Forty-
pecond street so that It might ba free
to put up a big bullding there, Within
a vary few years after the tearing
down of the “L' structure, prophe's
freely predict, the entlre block between
Third and Lexington avenues will ba
given over to blg office bulldings and
{:ne stores, In other wards, the block
will assume Its rightful place n the
development of the Grand Central
gune, which has grown so remarkably
In the last few years.

The notable bullding projects under-
taken by the Bowery Savings Hank and
| Harry Mandel on thea old slte of the
|t:r|md Union Hotel at the southeast
| earner of DPark avenua and Forty-
| recond street, are closely affected oy
| the
| of the “L* spur. It is eald on good
| puthority that the bullders would nevas
have gone ahead with thelr plans had
they not first aesured themseives that
the demolition of the spur was Inevits
able.

| TO AUCTION FLUSHING LOTS.
A tract of ninety<threa lots owihed

| by the eatate of the Inte J. M
| idga In the heart of Flusking and
l'“'hll.-_-nlm-.l‘. I.. will he sold at auc-
tlon Satu y afternoon, April I, by

Jamea ©. Archer of Jamalea The
properties are near the handsoine Flush-
ing High School and the Old Country
Club sectlon of Flushing. They are
reached by the Long Island Hallroad
and by buses and_ surface oar lines
o and Irland Cltw,

proceedings to force the rémoval |

TREESIAND SHRUBBERY IN ABUNDANCE PROVIDE SPLENDID SETTINGS

tion of the railroad which s rt:apansih!e]mw. have n total of 100 miles of paved | commuters

Plainfield’'s school system, Its library,
its churches, civic organizations, goll

for the Queen City's development to-day.
clubs, recreatlonal facllities, police und[

‘e‘:e departments, are unexcelled In any

burban city adjacent to New York.
The city of Plainfleld and the borough
of North Plainfield, which are contigu-

AT THE JUNCTION OF CRESCENT AVENUE -
AND WATCHUNG AVENUE.

streets, and the sewer system In both
communitics in complete,

¥or the
are four convenlently located loecal sta-
tions within the limita of the city and
the forty-thres minute train servics *o
New York, including ferryboat service, In
an advantage which the ecity's 3,200

New York, Trysting Place

of Beauty

and Ugliness

By THE O0DD FARAGRAFPHER.

They were on lower Broadway, walk-
Ing north and gazing Intently upon the |
improvements on both sldes of the thor- |
oughfare. One was obviously a New
Yorker and the other a forelgner, pre-
sumnhly English.

“There's the finest office bullding In
the world,” the New Yorker sald proud-
ly, pointing to a certaln well known
landmark. *“Remarkable spoclmen of
architecture, fsn't It™

“Quite,” agreed the other, Shifting
his guze, the visitor inquired, "What s
that ugly structurs opposite, a prison?”

“Na,” answered the New Yorker, half
apologetically, “that ia the old Federal
Bullding—it Is to be rased moon.” And,
as If to take his companion’s mind off
the monstrosity he had just seen, he
polnted to the Municipal Bullding, say-
ing, *“There stands as fina an office
bullding as has ever been erected by a
munielpality.”

The visitor gazed at it Interestedly for
a few moments, and then allowed his
glance to wander over other Improve-
monts in the vicinity, He pald particu-
lar attemtion to the Astor Bullding and
the "half-pdrtion” rella of the once fa-
mous Astor House; also to several of |
the smaller structures on Fark Row

After n few moments’ silent Inspoec-
tlon and reflectlon, the wisitor turned
to the New Yorker and sald, "We have
no improvenents at home that eompare
with your fine offlce bulldings In size,
ecst or splendor, but nelther have wao

| any bulidings quite as ugly as some Il

have seen here to-day."”
Promoting Home Ownership.

In Africa young men are compelied to |
remaln single until they are 26 years of |
age, anid eannot marry then If they do |
not own thelr “homes.” If the Unlted |
Stites ever passes a lnw compelling men
to awn their homes bofore they take oue |

Cool- | marriage licenses, many A young woman
|

0 have to glve her “ntended” n

ring If she hopes to marry at all,

Bpite Fence Leginlation.
Introduction of conflicting bills o
control the erection of aplte fepces pro- |
vided one of ¢he amusing incidents of
the recent leglslative sesslon at Albany,
‘alming

w P
per cent. | ¥
house in exchange for the engagement [ kronen a year, and It would increase on purchasing Ia increasing.

to affect pending litigation and each ap-
rosed or supported hy counsel on elther
slde. Amend t after a d t was
submitted and adopted or rejected.

When one of the bllls finally passed
and becams a law, the situation was
found to be practieally unchanged. The
old law required that a man must prove
that a fence which interferes with his
light and alr waa erected mallelously and
with Intent to Injure, and the new Jaw
hns not modified this provision.

Owners" Troubles Abroad.

New Tork landlords undoubtedly be-
lleve they are the most abused set of
property owners In the world. Perhaps
they ars, but judging by recent reports
from Europs there nre worse places to
own real estate than In little old New
York.

In Italy, for Instance, a eaptain of the
Fascistl while attempting to ocoupy n
dwelling In Florence wnas attacked by
his own men, who turned out to defend
the domiclle rights of the old tenants.
This In only ona phase of the nationwlde
conflict between Iandlord and tenant In
Ttaly. Tenants are defying the courts,
the Crown and the world, and have re-
eruited a small private army ¢o prevent
being ousted. Whenever the landlord
tries to ralse the rent thoy demolish the
bullding, or olse plect the tenant who
gubmrits to Increass,

Vienna, Austria, ia stirred up over »
new lodging and bullding law which cer-
tain political partles are trylng to put
intn effect. The proposed regulation not
only forblds landlords giving eviction
notice to ténants, “but does not nllow
them to ralse rents.  Morsover, It would
authorize the city of Vienna to levy fan-
tastically high taxes, so that persons
now payving 10,000 crowna would bo ob-
liged to pay 100,000 crowna to the town
treasury. Thix tax would he pald by the
tenant, The lowest tax would be 100
on & rent amounting to 3,000

n mirtnx basls to 1,000 per cent. of the
rent pald., Rents are now limited by
inw, and it ls clalmed that private invens-
tors would have to get 600 times the
1egnl rata of rent In order to make it
profitable for them to hulld

German  landlords

recan

New York commuter there |

commuters to
to um

enjoy over
other centers who are forced
| the crowded subways,

Jugt recently former Mayor Frank
| MeNnch of Charlotte, N. C., came to
| New York ms a member of the executive
| stuff of Community Service.
| ing a plage of residence he ploked
Plainfield. At a recent Chamber of
Commerce dinner he told the following
| story of how he came to settle In the
Queen Clty:

“I was Impressed with the hearty
welcome extended to me as o newecomer
to your city, and I know that hundreds
of others would be sufficlently im-
pressed by such o femonstration of

In select- |

hospitality to come and live with you.
| “If you have never left your native
city for a home elsewhera you <lnn't|
| know what it means to receive the|

| the extenslon of the rent limitation laws

until April 1, 1928. As a result the real |
| estate Investor has disappeared from the |
| German market entirely, and sales of
lrm!dmcn properties ns well as bustneas |
buildings are recorded only when a land- |
| lord makes an unusual sacrifics, A
feature of the new law bitterly opposed
by landlords providea for the establish-
ment of tenants' counclls empowered to
send representatives from each house to
particlpate In the adjustment of renta
and other matters,

List Undenirable Tenants,

To gulde and protect real estate hroke
Ilnrs and owners in the renting and lens-
| Ing of property the St. Louls Real Estata
Exchange s praparing a iist of undesir-
able tenanta loeated In the city of St
Louls, Mo,

Tendnts Who have heen suad for rent,
disposssssed or who have movad without
glving notlee are to comprise the list,
nnd the facts are ts be provided hy mem-
bers of the Real Estate Exchange. In
asking asslstance of the membership of- |
fleeras of the exchange etresasd the point
that the proposed list of undesirable ten-
ants {s not to be a blackllet, and the
membera are not pledged to govern thelr
actions by the reports. |

|
Housing in American Troplos. |
|

Tropleal Ameriea has been coming to
tha United States more and more for |
building materinls, housing plans and |
| oven “Readicut” houses, declared O, C.
Gould In Architecture and Ruilding, |
| There are several reasons. Advertis- |
Ing matter regarding factory bullt |
honses has gone to every corner and |
the makers have not heen averse to or- |
ders from abroad. In the roglon dis- |
cussed the number of Americans dis-
| posed to turn to their native land In
Large Amer-
| lean sugar enterprises, frult compuanles
and other concerns have had to provide
housea for thelr employess. Latin and |
other natives, partly with a desire to |
bulld with lesa llability to l‘nrlhqnukl‘l

recelved afMether | construction, and are Imitating Ameri-

homes, damage, ars turning to new maethods .-.rl

s e e e L0, 080, M. February, there-wots ! og crenms,

hearty welcpme that my famlly and
mysel! had from you. I want to he one
of you and to hélp in spreading the
good name of Plainfield everywhere, so
that homeseckers wlil bs directed here
to Hve.

“With sy family, tneluding four chil- |

dren in thelr formative years, I am

j #ntlsfled with [Plainfield's achools,
Irhun:n-u; and moral atmosphere. You
have nearly everything that a home clty
neads, and the only other thing you
need Is to lst the outside world know
it by advertlsing. A welcome to othess
lke that extended to me will bring re-
sults.'

50 Astoria Apartments

The Inrgest singla housing project yet |

lnunched fn the Borough of Queers has
been started by the New York and As
toria Land and Improvement Company,
which has flled plans for fifty five story

apartment houses to be erected in the |
land |

northerly sectlior, of Astoria on
bounded by Woleott avenus, Lawrence
and Cresceat strests. The stroctures
will accommodate 550 familien and will
eost In tha nelghborhood of $1,800.000
The land is owned by Congresamar. John
J, Kindred, and the houses have been
designed by MoAvoy & Swith, archi-
tacts, of Long Isiand City. The houses
are near the Ditmars avenue station of
thke Astoria subway extsrsion.

Another notabls housing projsct for |
David W. |

Astoria has been started by
Keen, & Brookiyn bullder, who has filed
plans for 180 two wtory brick aslngle
family houmes on & tract recently pur-
chased from the Rickert-Brown Realty
Company, bourded by Fotter and Van
Alst avenues and Hallet street The
139 Awellings will cost, according to
oMolal estimates, §495,000, Thess prop-
ertles ara south of the ¥laduct of tha
Hall Gats raflrond bridge and a short
distanes from the Arleigh colony of sin-
glo family houses developed by the Rick-
ert-Brown Realty Company two years

March was a phenomeral month for
fMing new bulldlng plans, according to
Hullding Superintendent John W. Moore.
During the morth the total applications
were 3,024 for new bulldings to cost
$26,700,016. ‘These figures do not
olude applientions for alterations and
additlons, which will show an estimated
cont of an additionnl $2,000,000.

The totala for new bulldings, hoth as |

to number and estimated cost, for M
nlona wera larger than the entirs
both for new bhulldings for a
tione of any year since the eatal
ment of the Bullding Bureau up to
Ine ne tha year 1918, In 1820
wera 513N npplications, nn estimated
cost of $38,508,170. In 2 ore Waors
elght months when the tax exemption
ordinance was oporative. Thoe total then
wan 12,991 applications, at an estimated
cost of 81,683,823

Not only ham March heen a
breaking month for the Quesns Hureau,
but January and February we =0 ro.-
markable. In January thers ware 1,078
npplications, estimaled comt of

there

Al an

In- |

record |

1,538 appllentions, at an estimated cost
of §9,730.810

“It is certain that the great impetus
| that has heen gliven to home bullding in
Quesns has heen caumsed by tAX exemp-
sald Commissioner Moore, “but
the fact r ng that the extension of
the perind for on® year will bring about,
in my opinion, just as remarkable resuits
an have the last few monthe. T have
this opinion as a result of the kw that

tion,”

I have bad with bullders. The ma
that the prospecta of more favorable
conditione in the material and labor
markets have encouraged them to lay
thelr plans for continued activity. They
say that they will not cease rushing
their bullding until the weather
tham in the fall. They find aimo t

| they mre selilng all the houses

bulld because people have tha money t
epend for them. Work has bee
& per cent. of al
h have been flle
office. T nm sure that this condition wii]
ba continued, mnd T expect the April
fillngs to be larger than were thows of
March."

|OLD ESTATE IN NOROTON
| SOLD TO DEVELOPERS

| Minor D. Randall of Culver & Co. has
| #6014 part of the Weed property at Noro-
| ton, Conn., consisting of forty ncres, to
a syndleate composed of Roger Belde
| and Charles E, Hoyt of Bouth Norwalk,
( rge Grant, Richard H. Jolden and
Edward Hina of Bridgeport. The prop-
wrty extends from the Post road and
Near Water lane to Noroton Bay, with
nbout 1,200 feet fromtage on the bay
The consideration was about $200,000,
This property has bean held by the
Weed family for many generations, In
fnct from the time of the early wottiers,
Fifteen houses will be bulit by the new

awners,

£300,000 Si{ore Rental on B'way,

Lichard 1. Lea rented In the Hilton
bullding. 1501 Broadway, the northerly
fect wids, {o tha Bouton's, In
1 P. Herrick; president, at an
aggregato rental of JA00,000. Bouton n.
| inc., are rvetallers of soda, candy and
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